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[SIXTH    liOOK,  CONTINrKI).] 


[151.]  At  a  fleeting  of  the  Freeholders  aiul  other  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Boston,  duel}'  (inalified  &  legally  warned,  in  ])ablic 
Town  Meeting  assembled  at  Faueuil  Hall,  the  a"'.  Day  of  Mareh 
Anno  Domini  1778. 

Warrant  for  calling  the  IVIeeting  read  — 

The  IIou'^'''.  John  Hancock  Ksq.  was  unanimously  chosen 
Moderator  of  this  Meeting. 

The  Coinittee  appointed  l)y  the  Town  the  5"'.  of  ]\Iarch  last, 
to  apply  to  a  proper  (Tcntleman  to  deliver  an  Oration  tlie  .'^"'.  of 
March  instant,  to  perpetuate  the  INIemory  of  the  horrid  Massacre 
perpetrated  on  the  Evening  of  the  o"'.  of  ]March  1770,  by  a  Party 
of  Soldiers  under  the  Command  of  Capt.  Thomas  Treston  of  tlie 
25)"'  Regiment —  Reported  — 

That  liaving  met  together  several  Times  for  tlie  Purpose 
mentioned  in  tlie  Town  W)te,  they  had  unanimously  made  Choice 
of  .lonathan  William  Austin  Esq  to  deliver  an  Oration  on  the  .')"'. 
of  March  instant ;   who  had  accordingly  accepted  of  tiiat  Service. 

The  above  Report  having  been  made  })\^  the  Chairman  of  the 
Cofniltee,  the  (Question  was  i)at  —  Whether  the  same  shall  be 
acce[)ted  —  Passed  in  the  Allirmative. 

r|)on  a  Motion  made  the  Town  took  into  Consideration,  what 
would  be  the  best  Time  to  have  the  Oration  pronounced  ;  as  also 
what  Place  would  be  most  suitable  for  the  Pm-i)ose — Whereupor. 

Voted,  That  the  Oration  be  delivei'ed  at  \  past  l^O'Clock,  at 
the  Old  lirick  Meeting  House,  the  Hall  not  being  capacious 
enough  to  receive  the  Inhabitants  that  attend  on  the  Occasion  — 
The  Committee  of  that  Society  having  before  consented,  that  the 
Meeting  H6nse  should  be  made  Use  of  for  this  Purpose. 
Voted  that  Joseph  (Ireenleaff  Escj. 

The  rion'''^  .lohn  Pitts  Esq. 
Ellis  (iray  K<^[. 
[153.]     Be    a    Comittee    to    wait   on  Jonathan  AVilliam  Austin 
Esq.  &  acquaint  him  that  it  is  the  Desire  of  the  Town,  that  the 
Oration  may  be  delivered  at  tlie   Old   Uiick   Meeting  House,  at  h 
past  Twelve  O'Clock  this  Day. 

\^oted,  that  this  Meeting  be  adjourned  to  the  Old  IJriek  fleeting 
House,  V  past  12  O'Clock. 
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The  Town  met  according  to  Adjournment  |  past  12  O'Clock  at 
the  Old  Brick  Meeting  Ilonse  — 

Tiie  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  Jonathan  William  Austin 
Esq.  to  acquaint  him  with  the  Vote  of  the  Town,  resi)ecting  the 
Time  &  Place  for  the  Deliver^'  of  an  Oration  —  Reported  -^ 

That  said  Gentleman  was  ready  to  comply  with  the  Orders  of 
the  Town. 

Au  Oration  to  commemorate  the  horrid  ^lassacre  of  the  Fifth  of 
March  1770,  &  to  impress  upon  the  Minds  of  the  Citizens  the 
ruinous  Tendency  of  standing  Armies,  being  placed  in  free  & 
populous  Cities  &c.  was  delivered  by  Jonathan  William  Austin 
Esq  to  a  large  &  crowded  Audience  and  received  by  them  with 
great  Applause 

Upon  a  Motion  made  &  seconded 
Voted  that  the  Hon''''-'.  Samuel  Adams  Esq. 
M"^.  Joseph  Barrel 
Ellis  Gray  Esq. 
Samuel  Barrel  Esip 
Hou"^  John  Pitts  Ksfj. 
M'".  Elias  Parkman 
Joseph  Greenleaff,  Esq. 
be,  &  hereby  are  appointed  a  Coniittee   to  wait   upon  Jonathan 
William  Austin  Kmi.  &  in  the  Name  of  the  Town  to  thank  him  for 
the  spirited  &  elegant  Oration  delivered  by  him  at  their  Request, 
in  Commemoration  of  the  horrid  Massacre  [153.]   Perpetrated 
on  the  Evening  of  the  Fifth  of  March  1770,  by  a  Party  of  Soldiers 
of    the  2t)"\  Regiment,  under  the  Command  of   Captain    Thomas 
Preston,  &  to  request  of  him  a  Copy  thereof  for  the  Press. 
On  a  Motion  made  &  seconded 
Voted  that 
The  llon''''^^.  Samuel  Adams 

Nathaniel  Barber  P]sq. 
William  Cooper  Es(|. 
John  Pitts  Esq. 
John  Scollay  Esq. 
Jonathan  William  Austin  Fsq. 
Perez  Morton  Esq. 
be,  &  hereby   are  ai)poiuted  a  Committee,  to  apply  to  a  proper 
(Jentleman   to  deliver   an   Oration  on  the   5"'.  of  March  next,  to 
perpetuate  the  INIemory  of  the  horrid  Massacre  perpetrated  on  the 
Evening  of  the  A"',  of  March  1770,  by  a  Party  of  Soldiers  of  the 
21)"'.  Regiment,  under  the  Command  of  Capt.  Thomas  Preston;  & 
to  impress  on  our  Minds  the  ruinous  Tendency  of  standing  Armies 
being  placed  in  free  &  i)()[)ulous  Cities,  in  a  Time  of  Peace  ;  & 
the  Necessity  of  such  Noble  Exertions,  in  all  future  Times,  as  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Town  tlu-n  made,  whereby  the  Designs  of  the 
Ccjiispirators  against  the  public  Peace,  may  be  still  frustrated. 

A  small  Collection  was  made  at  this  Meeting  for  M''.  Christopher 
jNIonk,  a  young  Man  now  hmguishing  under  a  Wound  be  received 
in  his  Lungs,  by  a  Shot  from  Preston's  bloody  Party  of  Soldiers 
on  the  5"'.  of  March  1770. 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved. 
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[154.]  At  a  ^Meeting  of  the  Krcoholders  &  othor  Tnhabiinnts 
of  the  Town  of  liostoii  duely  qiialilied  i^  legally  warned,  in  pnblic 
Town  INIeeting  assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Monday  the  'J"'  l)n\ 
of  ^lareh  Auno  Doniini   1778. 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Uev''.  J)"".  Cooper. 
Warrant  for  callinir  the  fleeting —  read. 

Snndry  I^aws  enjoined  to  be  read  at  this  IMecting  were  accord- 
ingly read 

The  Hon'"''',  .lohn  Hancock  Ivsq  was  chosen  Moderator  of  this 
[Meeting  by  a  ^Majority  of  Votes,  t^  took  his  Seat  accordingly. 

i\r.  William  Coo[)er  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  for  the  Year  en- 
suing, by  a  Majority  of  Votes,  &  took  the  Oath  of  Ollice  for  the 
faithful  Discharge  of  his  Duty,  wiiich  Oath  was  administred  by 
Joseph  Greeuleaff  Esq. 

The  Town  i)roceeded  to  the  Choice  of  nine  .Selectmen,  it   the 
Votes  being  brought  in  &  sorted,  it  appeared,  that 
John  SeoUay  l*"sq. 
Samuel  Austin  Esq. 
Oliver  Wendeell  Es({. 
•John  Pitts  Esq. 
Capt  (iustavus  Fellows 
M^  liar  bottle  Dorr 
Tliomas  G  reenougli 
Jonathtm  Williams  Esij. 
Capt  ,Iohn  Preston 
wei'e  chose  Selectmen  for  the  Year  ensuing. 

The  Inhabitants  bro't  in  their  \'otes  for  Twelve  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  &  upon  sorting  them  it  appear'd  that 
The  I lon''^  William  Phillips  Esq. 
Issac  Smith  Esq. 
[155,]  M'.  Jonathan  Mason 

Capt  Samuel  Partridge 
]\r.  Samuel  A^'hitweli 
M'-.  John  White 
Edward  Procter  Es<i. 
AVilliam  Powell  Esij. 
]M'.  John  Sweetser  jun'. 
Samuel  liarret  Esq. 
.AT.  Samuel  Ilewes 
.AP.  Nicholas  Bowes 
were  chosen  Overseei-s  of  the  Poor  for  the  year  ensuing. 
Adjourned  to  o  O'Clock  P.M. 

3  'Clock  P.. AT.  met  according  to  Adjournment 

Ui)on  a  [Motion  made  &  seconded,  the  (Question  was  jnit, 
AVhether  Collectors  of  Taxes  shall  be  chose  seperate  from  Con- 
stables—  Passed  in  the  Alliiiuative. 

On  a  Motion  made  the  (Question  was  put — AVhethei-  the  sum  of 
Five  Pounds  shall  be  remitted  out  of  the  Ten  Pounds  Fine  to  such 
Persons  as  shall  be  chose  into  the  Oflice  of  Constable  for  the  A'ear 
ensuing —  Passed  in  the  Negative. 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  A'otes  for  twelve  Wardens,  & 
upon  sorting  them  it  a|)peared.  that 
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M"".  Henderson  Inches     -     .     -     -     excused 

M'.  Nathan  Frazier 

M'.  Harbottle  Dorr 

M'.  William  Bant    -------     J  v. 

M^  William  McNiel 
M^  Nathaniel  Barret 
Capt  Isaac  Phillips 

M'.  p:dward  Grant -     ..     .     D". 

M''.  Samuel  Dyer 
[!;■>(>.]  M^  Joseph  Callender 

M"".  John  May 
Capt  Jacob  Williams 
were  chosen  Wardens  for  the  Year  ensuing. 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  votes  for  a  CoiTiittee  of  Corre- 
spondence, Inspection  &  Safety,  &  upon  Sorting  them  it  appeared 
that 

Capt  Nathaniel  Barber 

M'.  William  Davis excused 

Perez  Morton  Esq. 

M^  Ebenezer  Dorr  -------     I)-'. 

John  Winthrop  Es(i.     ------     D", 

Capt  John  Simkins 

M^  jMoses  Grant 

D'.  Peter  Roberts 

Capt  Amassa  Davis      ------     D". 

M"'.  Edward  Green 
M'.  John  Lowell 
were  chose  a  CoiTiittee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection  and  Safety 
for  the  Year  ensuing 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  Votes  for  Sixteen  Fire  Wards, 
&  upon  sorting  them  it  appear'd,  that 
John  ScoUa}-  Esq. 

Newman  Greenough  Elsq.       -     -     -     excused 
William  Cooper  Esq. 
Edward  Proctor  Esq. 
Francis  Shaw  Esq. 
Capt  John  Pulling 
Ebenezer  Hancock  Esq, 
Paul  Reviere  Esip 
]Major  Andrew  Symmes 
Thomas  Crafts  Esq. 
[157.]  Capt  Joseph  WelJj 

John  Winthrop  Esq. 
M"'.  Thomas  Tileston 
Capt  Gustavus  FelU)ws 
Capt  John  Ballard 
Caleb  Davis  Esq. 
were  chose  Fire  Wards  for  the  Year  ensuing. 

The  Inhabitants,  brought  in  their  Votes  for  a  Town  Treasurer, 
i^  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared,  that 

David  -Jeffries  Esq. 
was  chosen  Town  Treasurer  for  the  Year  ensuins:. 
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Mess'.  William  ("rafts 
John  Lainbort  jiin\ 
Natlumiel  Wales 
Moses  Ay  res 
Samuel  Dyer 
were  chose  Fence  Viewers  for  the  Year  ensuing. 
Mess'.  John  Cham[)ney 
John  Page 
Edward  Hanger 
Joseph  Ballard 
IJenjamin  Page 
Wiiham  EUisoa 
Josei)h  Butler 
Nathau  Bradley 
Elisha  Byles 
William  Moor 
Andrew  Syninies 
Thomas  I 'ran 
John  Xeal 
Nathan  Hancock 
Benjamin  Etistis 
William  Todd 
Henry  Blaisdel 
[158.]     Were  chose  Surveyors  of   Boards  for  the  Year  ensuing. 

Capt  Edward  Carnes 
was  chosen  a  Sui'veyor  of  Hemp  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess^  William  Andrews 
Joseph  Clark 
Nathau  Cireen 
Samuel  Bangs 
were  chose  Sealers  of  Leather  for  the  Year  ensuing. 

M'.  Adam  C'olson 
was  chose  an  Informer  of  Deer  for  the  Y'ear  ensuing. 
Mess*.  Manasseh  blasters 
Joseph  Dyer 
John  Owen 
Joshua  Pico 
Benjamin  lU'rnard 
Samuel  Haley 
Job  Wheelwriglit 
Paul  Baxter 
Nathan  Spear 
Edward  C'owell 
Ebenezer  Woodw^ard 
were  chose  Cullers  of  Staves  for  the  Year  ensuing. 
Mess'.  Charles  Simpson 
Nathan  Cohiict 
Benjamin  Wheeler 
were  chose  Hogreeves  for  the  Y'ear  ensuing, 

^V.  William  M'^.Fadden  was  choseij  u  Hayward  for  the  Year 
eiisuiuK. 
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Mess'.  Jolin  Sigorney -     "Wards  N".  1. 

John  Lambert -.-.        2. 

John  Cumberfoot       ---...»-        3. 
John  Coggshell     -.---.---        4. 

[159.]      Mess^  Thomas  l^aley       ---.-.     Ward  N".  5. 
Moses  Bradley      --..-----        (]. 

Elijah  Campbell    ---------        7. 

Edward  Gray  ----------        8. 

Daniel  Parks ,     .     -        9. 

John  Ballard    -     -      • 10. 

Stephen  Cleverly  ---------      11. 

John  Lucas       --.-----_..     12. 

were  chose  Scavingers  for  the  Year  ensuing 

On  a  Motion  made,  Voted,  that  the  Choice  of  Constables  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Adjournment. 

V'otes  for  a  County  Treasurer  being  brought  in,  &  sealed  up  in 
Town  Meeting,  were  delivered  to  M^  Constable  Thomas,  to  be  by 
him  returned  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  at 
their  next  Meeting 

The  Inhabitants  bro't  in  their  Votes  for  Twelve  Assessors,  & 
upon  sorting  them  it  appeared,  that  — 

Deacon  Jonathan  Brown 
Gyles  Harris  Esq. 
M^  William  Lowder 
M'.  George  B.  Gidney 
Deacon  Thomas  Foster 
John  R.  Sigorney 
Edward  Green 
Samuel  Dyer 
Capt  William  Fleet 
Capt  Samuel  Dogget 
were  chosen  Assessors  for  the  Year  ensuing. 

The  Selectmen  were  chose  Surveyors  of  High  Waj's  for  the 
Year  ensuing.  — 

Mess''*.  John  Lucas 
John  White 
were  chose  Surveyors  of  Wheat  for  the  Year  ensuing. 
[!(>(). J  Jonathan  Williams  Esq. 

M'  .John  Sweetser 
M"".  Timothy  Newell 
were  chose  Purchasers  of  Grain  for  the  Year  ensuing  ;  &  they  are 
desired  &  impower'd  to  give  all  needful  Direction  to  the  Keeper 
of  the  Granary;  respecting  the  Quantity  of  Grain  to  be  sold  t^ 
affixing  the  Price  thereof  from  time  to  time,  as  Occasion  shall  re- 
quire:  And  the  said  Comittee  are  desired  &  directed  to  cause  all 
the  Grain  belonging  to  the  Town,  to  be  ground  at  the  New  Mills 
near  the  Mill-Bridge 

Mess".  Thomas  Green 
.lohn  Skinner 
were  chose  ^Vssay  Masters  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Voted,  that 

M^  Thomas  Walley 
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W.  Ezckicl  Price 

Thomas  Daws  Esq. 

Khenozer  Storer  Esq. 

M'.  Edward  (InnMi 
be  &  they  hereby  are  appoinled  a  Comittee  to  audit  the  Accounts 
of  David  Jeffries  Esq.  Treasurer,  &  also  the  Accounts  oC  tiie 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  ;  »&  the  said  Comittee  are  iuipowered.  when 
they  shall  audit  said  Accounts,  to  allow  such  of  tiie  Oversecu's, 
as  shall  advance  Money  for  the  Kelief  of  the  poor,  Interest  on  all 
such  Suras  from  the  time  so  advanced,  until  they  shall  have  au- 
dited ;  &  they  are  also  desired  to  report  from  time  to  Time,  a  State 
of  the  Treasury  respecting  Debts  and  Credits,  &  on  any  Matters 
that  they  may  think  proper. 

Voted  that  this  Meeting  be  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  10 
O'clock  Forenoon. 

Wednesday  11"'.  of  March.  10  O'Clock  Forenoon,  Met  accord- 
ing to  Adjournment. 

'I'he  Town  Ijrought  in  their  \'otes  for  two  Assessors,  tfc  on 
sorting  them  it  appear'd  tliat  M\  Joseph  Ilendei'son  &  JNP.  P>enja- 
min  Edes  were  chose  Assessors  for  the  Year  ensuing. 

[IGl.]  On  a  Motion  made  ^^oted,  that  this  Meeting  be  ad- 
journed to  3  O'clock  P.M. 

3  O'clock,  P.M.  met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Hon''"''.  John  Hancock  Esq.  the  ]Moderator  of  this  Meeting 
being  obliged  to  attend  the  House  of  Representatives,  ]\P.  Ezekiel 
Price  was  chosen  a  Moderator  Pro.  Temp,  by  a  hand  Vote. 

The  Inhabitants  bro't  in  their  Votes  for  a  Warden  &  iii)on 
sorting  tliem  it  apjieared,  that  Capt.  Gustavus  Fellows  was  cliosen 
a  Warden  for  the  Year  ensuing. 

M^  Benjamin  Wheeler  chosen  One  of  the  Hogreeves  was 
excused  by  the  Town  from  sei'ving  in  that  Office. 

M^  Thomas  Hitchburne  was  chosen  a  Hogreeve  for  tlie  Yeai' 
ensuing. 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  Votes  for  four  (Collectors  of 
Taxes,  &  upon  sorting  them  it  a|)peared,  that 
Mess^  Josiah  Torry 
Francis  Shaw 
Benjamin  Cudworth 
lieujamin  Sumner 
were  chose  Collectors  of  Taxes  for  the  Year  ensuing. 

Voted,  That  the  Assessors  be,  &  hereby  are  impowered  & 
directed  to  set  for  Abatement  of  such  Taxes,  as  they  siiall  judge 
reasonable,  on  every  day  of  the  Month  following  the  Delivery  of 
the  Tax  liooks  to  the  Collectors,  Lord's  DaN's  excepted,  i'<:  no 
longer,  saving  that  they  be  allowed  to  set  the  two  last  Weeks 
iu  November,  for  tiie  Abatement  of  the  Taxes  of  such  Persons,  as 
had  not  an  Opportunity  of  ap[ilyiiig  in  the  above  limited  Time,  by 
reason  of  their  being  out  of  the  State  ;  at  which  time  tiiey  are  also 
allowed  [1(5'^.]  And  impowered  to  abate  the  Taxes  of  such  Persons 
as  may  have  died  insolvent  before  the  last  Day  of  November. 
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Voted,  that  the  Consideration  of  Schoolmasters  Salaries,  &  all 
other  Salaries  &  Grants,  be  referred  over  to  the  next  May  Meet- 
ing. 

On  a  Motion  made, 

V^oted,  that  the   Consideration  of  Collectors  Premiums   be  re- 
ferred to  next  jNIay  Meeting. 
On  a  Motion  made. 

Voted,  that  M^  Ezekiel  Price 

M'.  'lliomas  Walley 
Thomas  Daws  Esq. 
M'.  John  Sweetser 
M^  Joseph  Henderson 
Samuel  Barret  Esq. 
M''.  Gibbins  Sharp 
be   a  Committee  to  consider  &  report  at  the  Adjournment,  what 
Sum  of  Money  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise   by  a  Tax  to  defray 
the  Expences  of  the  Year  ensuing. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant,  Viz:  "To  consider  —  Whether, 
agreeable  to  an  Application  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
some  more  ■  effectual  Measures  maybe  taken  for  the  immediate 
Collecting  the  State  Tax  "  —  was  read. 

Whereupon,  the  Collectors  were  called  upon,  when  they  made  it 
appear  to  the  Town,  that  they  had  paid  in  to  the  State  Treasury, 
the  whole  of  the  State  Tax,  which  had  been  committed  to  them  to 
collect  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant,  Viz  :  "  To  consider  whether,  agree- 
able to  a  late  Act  of  the  General  Court,  a  Comittee  shall  not 
now  be  chosen  to  make  Provision  for  the  Families  of  such  non- 
commissioned Officers  &  Soldiers,  as  have  engaged  in  the  Con- 
tinental Service"  —  was  read  &  Considered,  whereupon 
[1G3.]     Voted,  that 

Nathaniel  Appleton  Esq. 
M'.  Henderson  Inches 
Thomas  Daws  Esq. 
M"'.  John  Sweetser 
M^  Ebenezer  Dorr 
M'.  Nathan  Frazier 
]>e   a   CoiTiittee   to   consider   &   report   on   this  Matter  at  the  Ad- 
journment. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant,  Viz  :  "  What  Method  shall  be  taken 
to  obtain  Relief,  in  regard  to  the  present  extraordinary  high  Price 
of  Provisions,  &  other  necessary  Articles  of  Life?"  was  read  — 
Whereupon, 

Voted,  that  M'.  Samuel  Whitwell 
M'.  Ezekiel  Price 
Samuel  Barret  P^sq. 
M'.  Joseph  Barret 
M''.  Thomas  AValley 
be   a   Committee   to   consider   &   report  at  the  Adjournment  what 
they  judge  l)est  to  be  done. 

Voted,  that  this  Meeting  be  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  the 
10"'.  of  March  instant,  lU  (J'Clock  Forenoon. 
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March  IG"'.  10  O'C'lock  A.M.  Town  met  accordinjj;  to  Adioiirii- 
iiient. 

Oil  a  Motion  inatle  \'oted,  that  the  Choice  of  Clerks  ol"  the  Mai- 
ket  be  referred  over  to  tlie  Adjournment. 

The  Selectmen  acquainted  the  Town,  that  they  ha<l  met  tlie 
Physicians,  who  declared  their  Readiness  to  huKJculate  the  (xjor 
Inhabitants,  &  attend  them  Gratia,  bnt  exix'cted  that  the  neces- 
sary Medicines  should  be  found  them. 

Voted,  that  the  Town  will  pay  the  Kx[)encc  tliat  may  arise  by 
the  Poor  Inhabitants,  who  shall  be  innoculated,  bein<>;  supplied 
with  Medicines,  to  carry  them  through  the  Small  I'ox. 

[1(54.]  The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  Method 
shall  be  taken  to  obtain  Kelief  in  regard  to  the  present  extraordi- 
nary high  Price  of  Provisions,  ifc  other  necessary  Articles  of  Life  " 
—  Report 

That  it  IS  their  opinion,  that  One  Great  Reason  of  the  present 
Excessive  Price  of  Provisions  in  this  Town  arises  from  the 
Averice  Injustice  &  Inhumanity  of  certain  Persons  within  Twenty 
.Miles  of  It,  who  purchase  great  I*art  of  the  same  of  Farmers  living 
at  a  greater  Distance,  &  put  an  exorbitant  Advance  upon  it, 
which  our  Necessities  oblige  us  to  give ;  while  they,  having  mon- 
opolized it,  deal  it  out  to  ns  in  such  (.Quantities  as  they  please,  at 
a  Time  when  tlie  necessary  Provision  making  for  the  Array,  &  the 
Consumption  by  so  large  a  15ody  of  the  Enemies  Troops  in  the 
\"icinity  deprive  us  of  the  natural  Relief  we  should  otherwise  have 
received  from  the  uncommon  Plentw  with  which  Heaven  has 
crowned  the  Year. 

That  to  remedy  so  great  an  Evil  &  to  save  the  Town  from  utter 
Destruction,  they  are  of  Opinion  that  the  following  things  ought 
to  be  attempted,  &  if  attended  with  Success  would  prove  effectual. 

First  —  That  a  decent,  yet  spirited  INIemorial  be  presented  to  the 
General  Asseml)ly,  setting  forth  the  unexampled  Cruelty  & 
Oppression,  under  which  the  Town  labours  from  certain  Persons 
in  the  Country,  in  Addition  to  their  other  Distresses,  jiraying  their 
Inter})osition,  &  humbly  proposing  as  (in  the  Oi)inion  of  the 
Town)  the  most  eflicacious  Remedy,  that  as  severe  a  Law,  in 
Addition  to  those  already  In  Being,  as  can  be  framed,  may  be  en- 
acted against  the  inhuman  &  unrighteous  Practice  of  monopolizing 
the  Necessaries  of  Life,  &  forestalling  this  .Market.  — 

Secondly  —  That  an  Agreement  be  earnestly  recommended  to 
the  more  opulent  Inhabitants  of  the  Town,  to  be  entered  into  by 
Subscription,  for  the  Relief  of  the  more  indigent,  that  in  order  to 
reduce  the  Price,  so  far  as  lessing  the  Demand  will  do  it,  they  will 
on  no  Occasion  whatever,  have  more  than  Two  Dishes  of  Meat  on 
the  same  Day  on  their  Table  —  and  that  they  wnll  avoid  the  Use 
of  Ponltrif,  &  every  other  Supertluity  as  much  as  possible. 

[KJ,").]  Tlurdly — That  the  Iniiabitants  agree  univ(!rsally  to 
make  two  Dinners  p  Week  on  Fish,  if  to  be  had. 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  tt  considered  —  the 
Question  was  put  —  "Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  — 
Passed  in  the  AtMnnative  —  Also 

Voted,  that  Mess'.  Joseph  Barrel 
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Thomas  Wailey 

Edward  Carnes 

John  Reed 

Major  Samuel  White 

Capt  John  Byles 

Ebeiiezer  Hancock  Esq. 
be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  an    Agreement  conformable    to   the 
foregoing  Report,  &  that  they  endeavour  to  procure  Subscriptions 
to  the  same. 

Voted,  that  the  foregoing  Committee  be  desired  to  prepare  a 
Petition  to  the  General  Court,  relative  to  Forestallers  of  the 
^larUet,  &  that  they  report  the  same  at  the  Adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  "  to  consider  &  report  at  the  Ad- 
journment, what  Sums  of  Money  it  may  be  necessary  to  grant  for 
the  Payment  of  the  Schoolmasters,  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor,  and 
defraying  other  necessary  Charges"  —  Report, 

That  in  a  Review  of  the  Charges  of  Supplies  to  tiie  Alms- 
Ilouse,  &  to  the  poor  of  the  Town  in  the  several  Wards,  for  the 
Six  preceding  Months,  &  on  the  most  reasonable  Estimate  of  the 
Sums  necessary  (considering  the  great  Decline  of  Trade)  to  the 
Continuance  of  said  Supplies  for  the  Year  ensuing,  as  well  as  to 
the  Carrying  great  Numbers  of  the  Poor  wholly,  &  others  partly, 
through  the  Expences  of  the  Small  Pox —  as  also  from  a  View  of 
furnishing  the  Assessors  with  a  sufficient  Fund  for  making  Abate- 
ments in  Taxes,  pursuant  to  a  Vote  of  the  Town  for  that  purpose, 
to  such  Persons  as  shall  make  it  appear  that  they  have  been 
aggrieved  in  the  same  ;  and  of  making  provision  for  the  Payment 
of  Schoolmasters,  &  for  other  [16G.]  Necessary  Charges  ;  they 
are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  will  be 
necessary  for  said  Purposes  ;  &  that  it  is  on  every  Account  most 
eligible  that  the  same  be  granted,  assessed  &  collected  as  speedily 
as  possible. 

The  foregoing  Report  being  read  &  considered  —  the  Question 
was  put  —  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted — Passed  in  the 
Ailirmative. 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Ten  thousand  Pounds  be  raised  by  a 
Tax  upon  Polls  &  Estates  within  this  Town  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Poor  &  defraying  other  necessary  Charges  arising  within  the 
Town  the  ensuing  Year. 

The  Committee  appointed  "  To  consider  what  is  necessai'v  to  be 
done  respecting  the  Families  of  the  Non-commissioned  Officers  & 
Soldiers,  who  have  engaged  in  the  Continental  Army,  in  Con- 
formity to  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court,  passed  September  the 
2i)"'.  —  "  Report, 

Tliat  a  Commissary  be  immediately  appointed,  whose  Business 
shall  lie  to  provide  a  (Quantity  of  Indian  Meal,  Rye  Meal,  Beef, 
Pork,  Rice  &  AVood,  &  dispose  of  the  same  to  the  Families  of  the 
Non-connnissioned  Olliccrs  &  Soldiers  in  Town,  who  have  in- 
listed  into  the  Continental  Army,  agreeable  to  the  aforesaid  Re- 
solve ; —  and  that  the  Sum  of  four  thousand  Pounds  be  assessed 
innnediately  for  that  Purpose  upon  the  Inhabitants  in  Addition  to 
the  Ten  thousand  Pounds,  already  Voted  to  defray  the  Common 
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Expences  of  tiie  Town,  the  ensuing  Year;  &  tlmt  tlie  Town 
Treasurer  be  directed  &  irnpowered,  to  pay  the  same  unto  tiie 
Commissary  that  shall  lie  chosen,  as  the  said  Monies  are  paid  into 
the  Treasury. 

The  foregoing  KeporL  having  been  read,  it  was  moved,  &  the 
(^uesliou  accordingly  put — Wliethcr  the  farther  Cousiileration 
thereof  shall  be  referred  to  the  Adjournment  —  which  passed  in 
the  AHlrmative. 

[1(>7.]  On  a  Motion  made,  \'oted,  that  this  Electing  be  Ad- 
journed to  'I'uesday  next,  being  the  17"'.  instant,  10  O'ChjcIv 
Forenoon. 

Tuesday  the  17"'.  Day  of  .Maieh,  10  O'Clock  Forenoon,  'i'own 
met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Report  of  the  Conunittee  appointed  to  consider  what  is 
necessary  to  be  done  by  the  Town  respecting  the  Families  of  tlie 
Non-commissioned  Oflicers  &  Soldiers,  who  have  engaged  in  the 
Continental  army  &c  —  w^as  again  read  &  considered,  &  the 
Question  being  put  —  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepti'd  — 
Passed  in  the  Atlirmative.  —  Also 

Voted,  that  ]\Iess".  John  Sigorney       -     -     .     .     Wards  N".     1. 

.John  liuUard    ---------2. 

Nathaniel  IIitchl)urne     ------     3. 

(iibbins  Sharp        --------      .4. 

Tlioraas   Ilitchburnt'  -------■"). 

Joseph  Hall      ---------     r,. 

Nathan  Frazier     --------7, 

Benjamin  Jepson  --------     ):i. 

Jeremiah  Belknai)      -------     9. 

Thomas  Daws  Fs(i.    -------   10. 

Hermon  Brimmer       -     -     -     -     -     -     -11. 

Thomas  Baley ---12. 

be  a  Committee,  wMth  sucli  Persons  as  they  shall  think  proper  to 
invite,  to  take  a  ^lemorandum  of  tiie  Names  of  the  Non-coinis- 
sioned  OMicers  &  Soldiers,  who  went  from  Boston  into  the  Con- 
tinental Army  ;  the  Town  for  which  they  went,  &,  when  it  can  be 
ascertained,  the  Company  &  Kegiment  into  which  the}'  enlisted  ; 
what  Famih'  they  now  have  in  Boston  to  be  provided  for,  agrea- 
ble  to  an  Act  of  the  General  Court,  passed  1777 

Mess^  Abraham  I  lay  ward 

Clement  Collins  jun"". 
were  chosen  Surveyors  of  Boards  for  the  Yt^ar  ensuing. 

[1(>8.]  The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \'iz  :  ''To  consider  & 
determine  what  is  proper  to  be  done  relative  to  the  Proceeds  of 
the  damaged  Fire  Arms,  that  were  j)ut  into  the  Hands  of  a  Com- 
mittee for  purchasing  new  Arms  for  the  Use  of  the  Militia"  —  was 
read,  whereupon 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  a  Committee  to  make  Incpiiry.  & 
report  at  the  Adjournment. 

The  Conunittee  who  received  two  lumdred  and  llfty  one  Pounds 
seven  Shillings  A:  Two  pence  from  the  General  Court,  for  the  de- 
fective Fire  Arms,  belonging  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
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Boston,  for  the  Purpose  of  purchasing  Arms  —  Report  the  follow- 
ing Account,  Viz. 

To  Cash  paid  for  28  Fire  Arms D^  £122  -  4    — 

Ballance  due  to  the  Town     -     ...     -     -     -     -  256-3-2 


By  Cash  received  for  Fire  Arms  sold 
By  Cash  from  the  Town  Treasurer 


C^ 

£378  - 

.   127 
251  - 

7  - 

_  2 

7  - 

_  2 

£378  -  7  -  2 
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Errors  excepted 

John  Marston,  Chairman 
The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read. 

Voted,  that  Mess^  John  Marston 
Joseph  Barrel 
Capt  Jacob  Williams 
M\  Martin  Brimmer 
Capt  Joseph  Webb 
be  a  Committee  to  lay  out  the  foregoing  Ballance  of  £256  -  3  -  2 
in  Capt  Marston's  Hands,  of  the  Produce  of  damaged  Arms  sold, 
in  good  Fire  Arms,  to  supply  such  of  the   Militia  in  this  Town,  as 
are  without  them,  they  paying  for  the  same  ;   &  to  continue  pur- 
chasing with  the  Money  received  for  what  they  sell. 

Voted,  that  this  Meeting  be  adjourned  to  Monday  next  22'^  of 
March  instant,  3'Clock  P.M. 

[l(>9.]  Monday  22''.  March  177.S,  3  O'Clock  Afternoon,  met 
according  to  Adjournment 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  Votes  for  four  Members  of  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  &c,  &  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared, 
that 

Mess'.  Joseph  Henderson 
Joseph  Hall 
Capt  William  Brown 
M"'.  Foster  Condy 
were  chosen  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  In- 
spection &  Safety  for  the  Year  ensuing. 

Mess\  Samuel  Cireenleaff 
George  Hamlin 
were  chose  Hogreeves  for  the  Year  ensuing. 

Newman  Greenough  having  on  Account  of  his  Age  desired  to 
be  excused  from  serving  as  a  Fire  Ward,  he  was  accordingly  ex- 
cused from  serving. 

On  a  JMotion  made.  Voted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town  be  & 
hereby  are  given  to  Newman  Greenough  Esq.  for  his  long  &  faith- 
ful Services,  as  a  Fire  Ward. 

The  Inhabitants  having  brought  in  their  Votes  for  a  Fire  Ward 
it  appeared  that 

M^  John  Lowell 
was  chosen  a  Fire  Ward  for  the  Year  ensuing;. 
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The  Committee  uppointcd  td  |)rc|)arc  ;i  Draiiiilit  of  ti  retitiDii  to 
the  (ieiieral  Court,  rehitive  tt)  Foresl:iller.s  of  the  Market  iS:c  — 
Reported  the  fono\vni<>-  Draught,  Viz. 

To  the  Hon''''',  the  Council  t^  House  ol'  Kepieseiitatives  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  IJay. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Town  of  lioston  luimbly  sheweth, 

That  their  Distresses  are  great  on  Account  [J'<^).]  Of 
the  very  extraonlutar'f  l^ricf  of  t-iynj  ^"eces.sar//  of  Lfe  from 
tlie  Country,  that  although  the  Charge  of  raising  the  Produce 
of  the  Land  is  but  little  greater  on  an}'  Account  than  hereto- 
fore, nor  so  great,  if  we  advert  to  the  general  Custom,  with 
respect  to  the  princi|)al  Article  Labour,  the  Farmer  has  been  in 
of  paying  One  Bushel  of  Corn  for  a  Days  Woik,  whereas  the 
Nominal  Sum  is  Kighteeu  Shillings  lawful  Money,  yet  three  Fe(;ks 
of  Corn  will  [)ay  it  ;  and  altho'  the  Ulessiug  of  Heaven  has 
produced  an  uiuisual  abundanci'.  yet  they  are  pained  to  obsei-ve, 
the}'  are  obliged  to  give  eight  times  as  nmch  for  their  Piovisions 
as  they  formerly  gave  ;  and  considering  the  Sacrilice  they  have 
made  of  their  Trade  &  Substance  to  the  Cleneral  (iood,  which  can 
easily  be  proved  to  have  operated  hitherto  entirely  for  the  (iood 
of  the  Landholder,  the}'  are  constrained  to  say  this  cruel  Con- 
duct is  without  a  Paralel  in  the  History  of  Mankind  I  —  Your 
Memorialists  would  by  no  Means  extend  this  to  the  Country 
indiscriminately,  as  there  are  some  Listances  of  Brotherly  Kind- 
ness, happy  for  this  Town  were  they  more  common. 

Your  Memorialists  are  sure  their  uncommon  Sufferings  are 
greatly  enereasecl  by  the  more  than  Brutish  Conduct  of  those 
Wretches  within  a  few  Miles  of  this  Cai)ital  known  in  the  odious 
Character  of  Forestallers,  who.  lost  to  tlie  Feelings  of  Humanity, 
purchase  from  those  at  a  Distance,  &  retail  it  out  to  these  uu- 
luippy  distressed  Lihabitants,  at  a  Price  suited  to  their  unfeel- 
ing Hearts,  &  many  of  them  add  Insult  to  their  Extortion. 

Your  Memorialists  apprehensive  it  will  be  impossible  for  theni 
to  subsist,  unless  a  Stop  is  put  to  so  merciless  and  distructive  a 
Practice,  pray  your  Honors,  that  an  effectual  Law  may  be  enacted 
against  this  Species  of  Wretches,  &  the  Town  thereby  receive 
some  Alleviation  to  this  particular  Distress. 

[171.]  The  foregoing  ^Memorial  being  read  &  considered  the 
same  was  accepted  by  tlie  Town,  &  the  Selectmen  directed  to  sign 
tiie  same,  &  present  it  to  the  Ceneral  Court 

M^  Edward  (irant  &  M''.  William  P)ant  having  desired  to  be 
excused  from  serving  as  Wardens,  for  Reasons  offered  to  tlie 
Town  —  they  were  accordingly  excused. 

On  a  .Alotion  mad*',  A'oted.  that  this  jNIeeting  be  adjourned  to 
Fryday  next,  .">  O'Clock  I'M. 

Fryday  iNLiich  27"'.  3  O'Clock  afternoon,  Town  met  according 
to  AdjouiMiment. 

The  Hon**'''.  .John  Hancock  Esq.  the  Moderator  of  this  Meeting 
being  absent,  the  Town  made  Choice  of  ]\P.  Ezekiel  Price  as 
Moderator  Pro  Temp,  br  a  Hand  \'ote  —  ^P.  Price  not  being 
able  to  attend. 
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Beniamin  Kent  Esq.  was  chosen  Moderator  of  this  Meeting  Pro 
Temp,   by  a  Hand  Vote. 

The  Keport  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is 
necessary  to  be  done  by  the  Town,  respecting  the  Famihes  of  the 
Non-commissioned  Otlicers  &  Soldiers,  who  have  engaged  in  the 
Continental  Arniy  in  Conformity  to  a  Resolve  of  the  General 
Court,  passed  September  tlie  29th  —  was  again  read,  &  being 
duely  considered,  the  (Question  was  put  —  Whether  the  same  shall 
be  accepted?  —  Passed  in  the  AlFirniative.  —  Also, 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  four  thousand  Pounds  be  raised,  by  a 
Tax  upon  Polls  &  Estates  within  this  Town  for  the  Supply  of  tlie 
Families  of  the  Non-commissioned  Officers  &  Soldiers  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  in  Addition  to  the  Ten  thousand  pounds  already 
Voted  for  the  other  Services  of  the  Town,  agreeable  to  the  Report 
of  the  Committee. 

Tlie  Town  bro't  in  their  Votes  for  a  Commissary  to  supply 
the  Families  of  the  Soldiers  enlisted  into  the  Continental  Array 
agreable  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  &  upon  sorting  them  it 
appeared,  that 

[17'-^.]  Capt.  John  Simkins 

was  chosen  Commissary  for  the  Purpose  aforesaid. 

Voted,  that  David  Jeffries  Es(].  Town  Treasurer  be,  &  he  hereby 
is  impowered  &  directed  to  borrow  upon  interest  on  the  Credit  of 
the  Town,  four  thousand  Pounds  Voted  to  be  assessed  on  the  In- 
habitants, for  the  purpose  of  supplying  Soldiers  Families,  &  that 
he  pay  the  same,  as  it  shall  be  borrowed  to  Capt.  John  Simkins 
chosen  a  Commissiary  to  supply  the  Families  of  the  Continental 
Soldiers  in  this  Town. 

The  Iniiabitauts  brought  in  their  Votes  for  two  Wardens,  & 
upon  sorting  them  it  appeared,  that 

M''.  Benjamin  Jepsou 

Capt.  William  Brown 

were  chosen  Wardens  for  the  Year  ensuing. 

Voted,  that  all  Matters  &  Things  which  remain  unfinished  be 
referred  over  to  the  General  Town  Meeting  in  May  next,  then  to 
be  considered  &  acted  upon. 

Tlien  the  Meeting  was  dissolved. 


At  a  IMeeting  of  the  Freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duely  qualified  &  legally  warned  in  public  Town 
Meeting  asseml)led,  at  Faneuil  Hall,  on  Saturday  the  14"'.  of 
March  Anno  Domini  1778  —  10  O'Clock  A.M. 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read. 

The  Inhal)itants  wei'e  directed  to  withdraw  &  bring  in  their 
\'otes  for  a  INIoderator,  and  the  same  being  bro't  in  and  sorted  it 
appeared  that, 

Tlie  lion'''''.  Samuel  Adams  Esq. 
was  chosen,  who  took  his  place  accordingly. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz.  "To  consider  and  determine 
what  is  propc-r  to  be  done  with  respect  to  the  Small  Pox,  [173.] 
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Which,  in  the  Righteous  Proviiloiice  of  God,  appears  likely  to  take 
a  siuMeu  Spread  in  this  Town  " —  was  read. 

The  Selectmen  laid  before  the  Towni  a  State  of  the  Small  I'ox, 
by  which  it  appeared,  that,  besides  those  who  had  been  removed 
to  the  Hospitals  there  were  about  fifteen  Families  now  visited 
with  that  Distemper  —  and  from  the  Accounts  given  by  others, 
there  was  reason  to  conclude  that,  a  greater  Number  of  Houses 
was  infected. 

It  being  su.ngcsted  that  D'.  Danforth  a  Physician  of  this  Town 
had  inoculated  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants 
Voted  that  Col :  Daws 

.AI'.  Joseph  Barrel 
Kills  Gray  Esq. 
be  a  Conuiiittee  to  confer  with  D^   Danforth  relative  to  said  Sug- 
gestion. 

Tiie  foreuamod  Couunittee  having  conferred  witii  I)''.  Danforth, 
Reported,  that  the  Doctor  had  assured  them,  that  there  was  no 
foundation  for  the  Report  —  that  he  had  not  inoculated  any  One 
himself,  &  knew'  of  no  One  that  had  been  inoculated  by  any  other 
i'hysician. 

Voted,  that  this  fleeting  be  adjourned  to  i  O'Clock  in  the 
Afternoon. 

4  O'clock  P.M.  Town  met  according  to  Adjournment 

It  having  been  suggested,  that  an  Order  had  passed  the  Hon'''*. 
Board,  or  General  Court,  permitting  a  Number  of  Col:  Crafts 
Regiment  of  the  Train  to  be  inoculated  in  this  Town,  the  Deputy 
Secretary  M"".  Avery  was  desired  to  attend  the  fleeting. 

The  Deputy  Secretar\'  attended,  &  hiid  the  following  Pesolve, 
which  passed  the  General  Assembly  the  12"'.  Instant,  before  the 
Town,  Viz. 

Resolved,  that  D^  Joseph  (Jardner,  be,  &  hereby  is  impowt'red 
to  improve  the  Hospital  at  AVest  Boston  for  the  [17-1.]  Sole 
liur[)ose  of  innoculating  such  of  the  Soldiers  in  Col.  Crafts  Regi- 
ment, as  may  be  willing  to  receive  the  Small  Pox  under  the 
Direction  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  who  are  hereby 
directed  to  put  said  Hospital  under  such  Regulation,  as  has  by 
them  been  heretofore  established,  &  to  continue  their  \'igilance  to 
prevent  the  spreading  of  said  Distemi)er ;  &  Col.  Tho'.  Crafts  is 
hereby  directed  to  afford  said  Selectmen  such  Guards  &  other 
Assistance  is  his  power;  as  said  Selectmen  shall  re(iuire. 

The  Town  having  duely  considered  what  had  been  laid  before 
them  relative  to  the  Small  I'ox,  it  w^as  moved  that  the  Sense  of 
the  Town  be  taken  tlieron,  by  tlie  following  Question  being  put, 
N'iz.  •■  Whether  there  is,  in  their  0|)inion,  a  rational  Probability 
that,  uutler  {present  Circiuustanci'S,  the  Spread  of  the  Small  Pox 
may  be  prevented,"  c^  tlie  same  being  put,  it  appeared  to  be  the 
Sense  of  the  Town,  that  it  could  not. 

It  was  then  moved,  &  the  Question  accordingly  put,  — ■ 
''"Whether  such  Persons,  Inhaltitants  of  this  Town,  who  have  not 
had  the  Small  Pox,  may  be  permitted  immediately  to  innoculate" 
—  Passed  in  the  AfHrmativc. 


16  City  Document  No.   <sO. 

It  was  also  moved  &  accord iugl}'  Voted,  that  the  Physicians  of 
tliis  Town  be  desired,  that  tiiev  do  not  innoculate  auv  Persons  for 
the  Small  Pox  after  the  24"'.  of  March  instant. 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  acquaint  the  Physicians 
of  tlie  Town  with  the  proceeding-  Vote,  &  that  a  strict  Compliance 
with  the  same  is  expected  from  them. 

Tlien  the  Meetiiio"  was  dissolved. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders,  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  dnely  qualified  &  legally  warned,  in  public  Town 
Meeting  asseinl)led  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Mouda}'  the  4"'.  day  of  May 
Anno  Domini  177.S. 

[175.]     Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting     ....     read  — 
The  Inhabitants  were  desired    to  withdraw  and  bring    in  their 
Votes,  for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting,  &  the  same  being  bro't 
in  &  sorted,  it  appeared,  that, 

The  Hon'''''.  .John  Hancock  Esq  was  unanimously  chosen  Mod- 
erator. 

Several  Resolves  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  rela- 
tive to  new  Draughts  of  Men,  —  were  laid  before  the  Town  by 
Col:  Hatch,  &  read  by  their  Orders. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz.  "  To  consider  &  determine 
upon  a  Method  for  raising  in  the  most  expeditious  &  least  burden- 
some Way,  the  Eighty  Six  Men  ordered  by  the  CTcneral  Assembly 
of  this  State,  to  be  draughted  fi'om  the  Boston  Regiment,  to  serve 
in  the  Continental  Army,  or  otherwise  to  act  therein  as  they  may 
judge  best," —  was  read,  &  after  some  Consideration  had  theieon  — 
It  was  moved  &  carried,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take 
this  IMatter  into  Consideration,  &  to  report  what  they  shall  judge 
to  be  best  for  the  Town  to  do  thereon,  at  the  Adjournment  of  this 
Meeting 

Voted,  tliat  Caleb  Davis  Esq. 
M"-.  Joseph  Barrel 
Thomas  Daws  Esq 
Col:  John  Hatch 
M"".  Henderson  Inches 
M'.  Ebenezer  Dorr 
Col:  Thomas  Tyng 
Major  Edward  Procter 
M'.  Hermon  Brimmer 
M^  Ezekiel  Price 
IVIajor  Joseph  AVel)b 
M^' John  Reed 
M'-.  Thomas  Walley 
[176.]     Be  a  Committee  for  the  Purpose  aforesaid 

A  Letter  from  Ceneral  Heath  urging  the  immediate  Cleansing 
of  the  Town  from  the  Small  Pox  ifcc  was  read  —  and  the  Inhabi- 
tants afterwards  desired  to  proceed  in  cleansing  their  Houses,  with 
all  possible  Dispatch. 

On  a  ]\Iotion  made  ^'oted,  that  this  IMeeting  be  adjourned  to 
Tuesday  the  6"':  instant.  10  O'Clock  in  the  Forenoon. 
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Tnosday  IMay  (V'\  10  O'C'lock  Forenoon  met  acconling  to  Ad- 
joiirnnicnt 

Tlie  ConnnittCL'  appointed  by  tlie  Town  to  eonsidef  at  large  tlie 
State  of  the  Town  ;  tlieir  Proportion  of  the  Army,  &  the  easiest  & 
most  expeditious  Manner  to  raise  the  Kighty  Six  Men  now  ordered 
by  tlie  (rcneral  Court,  without  adverting  (at  this  time)  to  tlie 
I'l'opriety  or  Improi)riety  of  tlie  Measure,  witli  res|)eet  to  this 
Town,  — ;  Report 

That  the  easiest  way  will  be  by  giving  tliem  a  iiandsome 
Bounty. 

They  tlierefore  i)ropose  to  the  Town,  that  a  Bounty  of  Sixty 
pounds  lawful  Money,  including  tlie  State  liounly  —  mentioned  in 
the  Resolve,  be  given  to  every  person  inlisting  to  make  up  tlie 
Numbt>r  of  Fifty  men,  ordered  to  join  (leneral  Washington  Cor 
Nine  Months  ;  &  a  liounty  of  Thirty  Founds  to  every  Person  in- 
listing  to  make  u])  the  Number  Thirty  Six  men,  ordered  to  the 
North  River  for  Figiit  Months,  who  are  considered  as  a  Detacli- 
meiit  from  the  .Militia. 

These  Bounties  will  amount  to  four  thousand  &  Eight}'  pounds, 
to  raise  which  the  Committee  advise,  that  about  Six  hnndrcHl 
pounds  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Town  Treasurer  for  this  puq'iosc, 
&  also  the  Sum  of  about  four  hundred  pounds,  generously 
raised  by  the  Independent  Company  on  this  Occasion,  be  immedi- 
ately delivi'red  to  Col:  Hatch,  &  that  the  remaining  [177.] 
Sum  of  about  three  th(iusand  &  Eighty  pounds,  be  borrowed  by 
Subscription,  which  Sum  shall  be  added  to  the  next  Town  Tax  & 
for  the  Repayment  thereof  the  Town  Treasurer  be  directed  to  give 
his  Notes  accordingly. 

That  Col:  Hatch  be  desired  to  apjioint  some  proper  Persons  to 
beat  u\^  for  \'oluntiers  until  next  Tuesday,  on  wliicli  Day  the  several 
Coinj)auies  to  be  raised,  &  the  Deficiency  (if  any  at  that  tinu')  be 
then  draughted  from  the  Companies  :  The  Committee  think  it  of 
very  great  Conse({ueuce,  that  the  several  Companies  be  enjoined, 
on  no  Terms,  &  in  no  way,  to  encrease  the  Bounty  above  men- 
tioned, as  now  the  ^fen  will  be  all  on  the  same  footing,  it  knowing 
the  Extent  of  the  llounty,  those  who  intend  to  enlist  will  do  it 
immediately. 

The  Committee  would  farther  advise  (should  the  Col:  be  re- 
duced to  the  disagreeable  Necessity  of  draughting  men,  and  any 
persons  so  draughted  should  pay  their  Fines)  that  the  Fines 
so  raised  should  be  put  into  the  Treasury,  in  order  to  make  up 
the  Sum  now  promised  by  the  Town,  &  not  as  heretofore  has 
been  the  Custom,  divide  it  among  those  who  should  afterwards 
inlist. 

The  Committee  think  it  highly  expedient,  tiiat  due  Care  should 
be  now  taken  to  ascertain  the  Men  raised,  tliat  t/ieif  are  for  this 
Toicn.  Had  this  been  done  in  the  late  Levies,  this  Town  had 
been  delivered  from  this  (oppressive  Draught,  &  saved  a  very  large 
Sum  of  Money. 

The  Town  will  do  well  to  consiiUr,  that  by  the  present  l\e^^olve 
of  the  General  Court,  no  man  from  this  Town,  or  any  other,  is 
allowed  to  inlist  for  auv  Town,  Init  that  they  belong  to  ;   so  that 
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those    wlio    may    expect    larger   Advantages,    will    assuredly    be 
di.sa|)poii)Led. 

Tlie  foregoing  Keport  having  been  read  &  considered,  it  was 
Voted,  that   the    same   be   accepted  —  &  that  the  Committee  be 
desired  to  sit  again  &  report  further  at  the  next  Meeting.  —  Also 
[178.]    Voted,  that  W.  William  Davis 

D''.  Jolui  Loring 

M'.  Nicholas  Bowes 

M^  Daniel  Parker 

M'".  William  Gooch 
be  a  Coihittee  to  procure  Subscriptions  agreable  to  the  foregoing 

Report. 

On  a  Motion  made  \'oted,  that  the  Town  will  repay  to  Col: 
Hatch,  vvliatever  Sum  it  may  be  necessary  for  him  to  pay.  as 
Cliarges  incurred  by  raising  of  the  Men. 

Voted,  that  David  Jeffries  Esq.  Town  Treasurer  be,  &  he 
hereby  is  empowered  &  directed  to  borrow  on  the  Credit  of  the 
next  Tax  upon  Polls  &  Estates  witliin  this  Town,  a  Sum,  not 
exceeding  thirty  three  hundred  Pounds,  for  the  purpose  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  Report,  for  the  Repayment  of  which  he  is  to  give 
his  negotiable  Notes. 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duely  qualitied  and  legally  warned,  in  public 
Town  Meeting  assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall,  on  Wednesday  the  13 
day  of  May  Anno  Domini  1778. 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Reverend  M'.  Wight. 

The  Precei)t  &  Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting      -     -     -     read 

Sundry  Laws read 

The  Town  having  determined  to  chuse  Seven  Persons  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  Great  &  General  Court  or  Assembly,  to  be 
held  at  the  Town  House  in  Boston,  upon  Wednesday  the  27"'.  Day 
current — the  Inh;il)itants  were  accordingly  directed  to  withdraw, 
&  bring  in  their  Votes  for  Seven  Rei)reseutatives,  &  then  it  was 
[171).]  Declared  by  the  Selectmen,  that  no  Votes  will  be  received 
but  such  as  are  unfolded,  &  that  they  propose  the  Poll  shall  be 
closed  at  12  O' Clock. 

The  Votes  being  brcMight  in  for  Seven  Representatives  the 
Number  of  the  same  was  found  to  be  three  hundred  &  forty- 
five  —  &  upon  sorting  them  it  a^tpeared  that  the  following  Persons 
were  Chose,  Viz. 

The  Hon'''^  John  Hancock  Esq. 3:3.".. 

The  Hon'"^  AVilliam  Phillips  Esq. 227. 

The  Hon'''^  Joiui  Pitts  Escj.  ----------     342. 

Oliver  Wendell  Esij.      -     - 337. 

Caleb  Davis  Esij. 334. 

Ellis  Gray  Escp  .---------     329. 

John  Lowell  JOsq. 221. 

Th(>  Choice  of  IJepresentatives  l)eing  over,  &  declared  b}'  the 
Selretmeii,  the    Lihabitants   were    directed  to  withdraw  iSc  bring  in 
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their  Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting,  in  order  that  the 
Town  may  proceed  in  transacting  the  other  Affairs  mentioned  in 
the  Warrant ;  accordingly  the  Inhabitants  withdrew,  &  bro't  in 
their  Votes,  &  upon  soi'ting  them  it  appeared,  tiiat 

The  Hon'*'''.  John  Hancock  Esq. 
was  chosen. 

Atijonrned  to  3  U'Clock  in  the  Afternoon. 

3  O'clock  in  the  Afternoon,  met  accoiding  to  Adjournment. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \"v/..  "To  consider  what  Kegula- 
tions  are  necessary  to  be  made  respecting  Fanenil  Hall  Market  "  — 
was  read,  &  after  some  Debate,  it  was 

Voted,  that  the  .Selectmen  give  Orders  that  the  Doors  of  the 
several  Arches  in  Faneuil  Hall  ^larket,  be  taken  off  the  Hinges, 
&  that  the  Market  House  be  kept  open  &  free  from  Incumbrances, 
till  tlie  farther  Orders  of  the  Town. 

[180.]  The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \'iz.  *'  To  consider 
wliether  Instructions  shall  be  given  to  the  Representatives  that 
may  be  chosen  "  —  was  read,  &  the  (Question  being  accordinly  put 
—  Passed  in  the  Negative. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
by  the  Town,  on  their  \'oting  to  furnish  the  eight}'  Six  Men 
ordered  to  be  draughted,  as  their  Proportion  of  tlie  Continental 
Army  —  Reported  the  following  Draught  of  a  IMemorial  to  the 
General  Assembly  —  Viz. 

To  the  Hon'''',  the  Council   &  House  of   Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts'  Bay  in  General  Court  assembled. 
May  it  please  your  Honors. 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston  beg  leave  to  state  to 
your  Honors  their  Situation  with  Regard  to  the  Continental  Army. 

The  C^uota  assigned  this  Town  for  the  fifteen  Battalions  for  the 
State,  was  one  Seventh  of  the  Inhabitants  the  Return  made  & 
sworn  to  by  the  Selectmen  was  28,52  including  188  Molattoes  & 
Negroes;  since  which  our  Numbers  are  so  decreased,  that  the 
Training  Bands  &  Alarm  Lists,  by  a  Return  from  Col:  Hatch 
taken    last  Winter,   was  only  112.">. 

We  have  in  the  Continental  Army  .')27,  Rank  &  File  (all  of 
those  who  have  Families  are  ?io?<;  supplied  by  the  Town  at  the  reg- 
ulated Price  85  OHicers,  lOG  Artificers,  11  (Quarter  Masters,  & 
other  Ollicers  in  the  Continental  Department  (exclusive  of  near 
;)()0  in  the  Continental  Navy)  these  we  can  prove  by  an  exact 
Return,  now  in  the  Possession  of  Col:  Hatch,  and  a  Number  of 
others,  whose  Regiment  &  Company  cannot  be  ascertained  at 
pi-esent,  those  together  make  the  Numl)er  above  [181.]  1000 
Men,  without  the  87  now  ordered,  or  any  regard  had  to  Col: 
Craft's  Regiment,  many  of  which  belong  to  this  Town  —  Besides, 
such  have  been  tlie  frequent  Draughts  from  the  Militia  for  short 
Terms  of  Duty,  that  almost  every  ]\Ian  has  served  Twice. 

AVe  trust  the  Court  will  not  take  Advantage  of  the  Omission  of 
the  Place  of  Abode,  &  other  Requisites  in  the  Return  of  such  Men 
belonging  to  this  Town,  as  are  inlisted  into  the  Continental  Army, 
for  this  Omission  cannot  in  Justice  be  charged  on  this  Town  ;  for, 
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the  inlisting,  the  mustering,  &  the  returning  Officers,  are  all  ap- 
pointed l)y  the  Court ;  in  one  of  those,  or  in  tlie  Designation  of 
their  Duty,  must  the  P>ror  lye  ;  &  we  Si\:e  peculiarly  affected,  when 
we  are  told,  that  as  the  Return  was  not  made  according  to  the 
Mode  2)rescribed,  the  Town  is  called  upon,  as  delinquent,  upon  the 
Score  of  Omissions,  ttiough  a  very  considerable  Creditor  upon 
that  of  Justice.  — We  hoped,  &  ive  loill  still  hope,  the  Hon'''^  Court 
will  l)c'  governed  more  by  the  latter,  Consideration  than  the  former, 
especialbj  as  they  may  remember,  that,  the  Mode  noev  prescribed, 
never  made  its  Appearance,  till  after  a  great  Number  of  our  JMen 
were  mustered.  Col:  Bromfield  made  a  Return  according  to  the 
then  Mode,  which  we  suppose  was  agreable,  as  far  as  it  went. 

We  have  exerted  ourselves  to  supply  the  87  Men  now  ordered, 
altho'  we  are  convinced  that  we  have  done  m.ore  than  our  Duty,  &  we 
find  the  main  Ditliculty  is  a  Consciousness  in  the  Breast  of  almost 
every  Individual,  that  we  are  greatly,  very  greatly  oppressed  in  this 
particular,  tho'  we  are  determined  to  a  man  not  to  be  out  done  by 
auy  Town  in  the  State,  &  we  trust  it  will  appear,  we  have  more  in 
proportion  in  actual  Service  than  auy  other,  notwithstanding  the 
many  Draughts  from  this  Sea  Port,  by  INIeu  of  War  &  Privateers, 
without  whose  Assistance  [18';i.]  We  had  long  before  this  been 
reduced  to  the  most  wretched  Situation. 

We  submit  these  Matters  to  your  Honor,  &  we  pray  for  such 
Redress,  as  Justice  demands,  we  do  not  petition  for  favor,  we  ask 
not  the  least  Alleviation  in  any  necessary  proportioned  Difficulty, 
but  we  do  expect,  &  have  a  Right  to  demand  Justice ;  &  wheu 
these  Matters  are  equitably  adjusted,  if  we  then  are  delinquent, 
we  are  ready  at  all  Events  to  supi)ly  the  Deficiency,  but  if  we 
have  a  Surplusage  we  expect  to  remain  Creditors  therefor. 

The  foregoing  Draught  of  a  Memorial  being  read  &  considered 
paragraph  by  paragraph,  the  same  was  accepted  by  the  Town, 
&  the  Selectmen  are  directed  to  sign  the  same,  &  present  it  to  the 
General  Court. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  the  2o"^.  of  Mav,  instant  9  O'Clock 
A.M.' 

Monday  the  25"'.  of  INIay,  9  O'Clock,  met  according  to 
xVdjourument. 

The  Hon'''"'.  John  Hancock  Esq.  Moderator  of  this  JMeeting 
liaving  siguilied  to  the  Town  that  he  was  unable  to  attend  —  the 
Inhabitants  were  desired  to  withdraw  &  bring  in  their  Votes  for  a 
Moderator  Pro  Temp,  the  Votes  being  collected  and  sorted,  it 
appeared  that 

Tiie  Hon'''".  Thomas  Cushing  Esq.  was  choseu. 

The  Draught  of  a  Petition  to  the  General  Court  relative  to  the 
Men  raised  for  the  Continental  Army,  was  again  read,  &  after 
some  Debate,  Voted,  that  the  same  be  reconuuitted. 

On  a  Motion  made  the  (Question  was  put  Whether  the  Town 
will  i-econsider  the  \'ote  passed  at  the  last  Meeting  not  to  give 
Instructions  to  their  I{('|»resentatives  —  Passed  in  the  Affirmative. 

[18.*{.]  \'oted,  that  Nathaniel  Appleton 

Joseph  Barrel 
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K/A'kiel  Price 

Samuel  liarrct 

Col:    'riiouias  Dav.s 
be  a  Committee  to  i)iei)are   Instructions  for  tlic  (lentlemcii  who 
represent  this  Town  in  the  CJeneral  Assembly  —  to  report  the  same 
at  the  Adjournment. 

V^)te(l,  that  this  ^Nleetiiiu'  be  adjourned  to  To-morrow  10 
O'clock  to  mei't  at  tlu>  Old  Hrick  Meeting  House. 

Tuesday  May  "iG"'.  10  O'Clock  A.M.  met  accordino-  to 
Adjournment. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  recoinitted  the  Draught  of  a 
^lemorial  to  the  General  Court —  Keported,  as  entered  Page  K').')  — 
which  Report  was  accepted,  &  the  Selectmen  were  directed  to 
sign  the  same,  &  handed  to  our  Repres(Mitatives,  to  be  by  them 
presented  to  the  General  Assembly. 

The  Committee  ap|)ointed  to  prepare  Instructions  for  our 
Representatives,  Reported  ;i  Draught,  which  was  read,  &  after 
considerable  Debate,  it  was  moved,  &  the  (Question  accordingly 
})ut — That  the  Matter  of  Instructions  subside,  which  passed  in 
the  Atlirmative. 

\'oted,  that  this  Meeting  be  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  4 
O'clock   P.M.  to  meet  at  Faneuil   Hall. 

Monday  June  V.  1778,  4  O'Clock  P.M.  .^^et  according  to 
Adjournment. 

The  Hon'*''".  Thomas  Cushing  Esq.  INIoderator  of  this  Meeting 
being  absent  thro'  .Sickness. 

.Jonathan  Williams  Ks(j. 
was  elioseu  Moderator  Pro.  Temp,  bv  a  Hand  Vote. 
[18-1.]      On  a  Motion  made. 

Voted,  tiiat  yV.  Kzekiel  Price 
yi\  Peter  lioyer 
:\P.  Thomas  Walley 
Sanuiel  IJarrett  Ksq. 
Deacon  Tim".  Newell 
lie  a  Committee  to  consider  t^   rei>ort.  what  Grants  may  be  nec- 
essary to  make  the  several    Schoolmasters  for   their  Sui)[)ort  the 
present  Year. 

Voted,  that  all  blatters  &  Things,  which  remain  unfinished  at 
this  Meeting,  be  referred  over  to  the  Town  fleeting  on  Wednes- 
day next  for  the  Choice  of   two  Selectmen 

Then  the  Meeting  be  dissolved. 


.\t  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabit.'inls  of  the  Town  of  P)OSton,  being 
free,  &  Twenty  One  Years  of  age.  duely  qualified  tfc  legally  warned, 
in  public  Town  Meeting  assembliMl  at  Faneuil  Hall,  on  "Monday 
2a"'.  Day  of  ^Nlay  Anno  Domini  1778. 

Warrant  for  Calling  the  Meeting .     .     read 

The  Hon*"'*.  Thomas  Gushing  l">sq.  was  chosen  Modei-ator  of  this 
Meeting  by  a  Hand   Vote. 
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A  Motion  being  made  for  an  Adjournment  on  Account  of  the 
Small  Number  of  luliabitants  at  tins  Meeting,  when  Business  of 
so  much  Moment,  as  the  accepting  or  rejecting  of  the  Form  of 
Government  agreed  on  by  the  kite  Convention,  was  to  be  trans- 
acted—  It  was  previously  \'oted,  that  at  the  Adjournment  moved 
for,  all  the  Bells  be  rung  for  ^  an  hour,  before  the  time  of  Meet- 
ing, &  that  the  Constables  be  desired  to  go  through  their  several 
Wards  &  desire  the  Inhabitants  to  shut  up  their  Shops,  that  all 
qualified  might  attend  the  Meeting. 

[185.]  ^'oted,  that  this  Meeting  be  adjourned  to  ^  past 
3  O'clock  in  the  Afternoon,  then  to  attend  at  the  old  Brick  Meet- 
ing House. 

3  O'clock  Afteruoon,  met  according  to  Adjournment 
A  Constitution  &  Form  of  Government  for  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusett's  Bat/^  as  agreed  on  by  the  Convention  of  said  State 
February  28*.  1778,  to  l)e  laid  before  the  several  Towns  &  Plan- 
tations, in  said  State^  for  their  Approbation  or  Disapi)robatiou,  was 
distinctly  read  &  duely  considered  —  And  the  (Question  being  put. 
Viz  :  —  Whether  the  luhalntauts  do  approve^  or  disai)prove  of  said 
Form  of  Government,  Nine  hundred  &  Sixty  eight  Persons  being 
present,  &  voting  on  the  Question. 
On  a  Motion  Voted,  that 

M^  John  Winthrop 
M^  Joseph  Barrel 
Perez  ]\Iorton  Esq. 
M^  p:zekiel  Price 
M'.  Nathaniel  Appletou 
Be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  Instructions  relative  to  a  Form   of 
Government  for  tliis  State,  to  report  at  the  Adjournment. 

\'oted,  that  this  Meeting  be  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  3 
O'clock  P.M.  to  meet  at  Faneuil  Hall. 

June  V.  1778,  3  O'Clock  P.M.  next  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Ilon^'^  Thomas  Cashing  Esq.  Moderator  of  this  Meeting 
being  absent,  occasioned  by  Sickness, 

Jonathan  Williams  Esq. 
was  chosen  Moderator  Pro  Temp,  by  a  Hand  Vote. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  Instructions  for  our 
Representatives,  relative  to  a  Constitution  or  Form  of  Government 
—  Reported  the  following  Drauglit,  Viz. 

To  the  Representatives  of  the  Town  of  Boston — [186.] 
Gentlemen, 

You  are  hereby  instructed  by  the  Town  of  Boston  to  inform 
the  Hon''"''.  General  Court,  that  after  tnatnre  Deliberation,  in  a 
very  full  IVIeeting,  consisting  of  Nine  hundred  &  Sixty  eight,  we 
\'(>ted  unanimously,  to  Reject  the  Form  sent  out  by  the  Conven- 
tion, &  pi-oposed  by  them  for  the  Government  of  this  State  in 
future,  &  to  assure  them,  tliat  a  full  Conviction  of  the  Impropriety 
of  this  Matter's  Originating  with  the  General  Court,  was  the 
Reason  which  induced  us,  the  last  Year,  to  instruct  our  Repre- 
sentatives, on  no    Terms  to  consent  to  anu  Proposals  for  this  Par- 
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j)ose;  &  we  are  free  to  declare,  the  Specimen  we  now  liave,  in  the 
Form  p/'o^70se(/,  has  confirmed  us  fully,  even  t(;  iJcinoastration, 
that  we  were  right  in  our  Conjectures  of  that  Hon**''',  liody's  being 
improper  for  this  Business  :  —  A  Convention  for  this,  &  thit^  (done, 
whose  Existence  is  known  No  Longer  tlum  the  Constitution  is 
forming,  can  have  no  Prepossessions  in  their  own  Favor,  while  it 
is  hard  for  the  General  Court,  ujjou  a  flatter  of  this  Kind,  to 
divest  themselves  of  the  Idea  of  their  being  Mi'Dthers;  &  the 
prol)ability  tliat  they  may  continue  such,  may  induce  them  to 
form  the  Government  witli  peculiar  Reference  to  themselves  :  — 
Vo  this  we  suppose  it  is  owing,  that  the  Legislative  &  Kxecutive 
branches  are  so  blended,  &  tliat  nothing  aj^pears,  but  ihat  the 
jMembers  of  the  Court  may  monopolize  to  themselves  a  \'ariety  of 
Otlices,  which  we  are  fully  persuaded,  the  best  Form  of  Govern- 
ment will  ever  keep  these  Branches  iutirely  distinct,  &  the  Mem- 
bers confined  to  their  particular  Duties,  without  Incumbrance. 

'Tis  needless  to  particularize  the  many  Objections  which  we 
could  offer  to  the  Form  —  It  is  defective  in  its  Foundation  ;  for  it's 
surely  of  Importance,  that  all  Forms  of  Government  should  lie 
prefaced  by  a  Bill  of  Rigiits  ;  in  this  we  find  no  Mention  of  any  : 
—  But,  was  it  unexceptionable  in  ail  its  Pails,  except  that  of 
Kepreseutation.  that  alone  would  be  [IST.]  Sufficient  with  ever}' 
one  possessed  of  the  least  Idea  of  Justice,  or  the  smallest  Knowl- 
edge of  the  Ri(jhts  of  Human  Nature,  to  reject  with  Disdain,  a 
Proposal  so  diametrically  opposite  to  both.  —  l^epresentation  ought 
to  be  conformable  to  some  Kule,  either  l*ropert>i  or  Nuriihcrs^,  or 
both;  but  in  the  Present  no  Regard  is  had  to  either,  and  Reason, 
Justice,  &  common  Seiise,  must  be  tortured  to  a  great  Degree,  to 
accept  that  Representation,  as  equal,  which  may  be  as  T'em  or 
Ticenttj  to  One:  ''For  every  incorporated  Town,  without  ascer- 
taining the  Number  of  Voters,  may  send  one  Member,  while  no 
Town,  having  any  Number  under  three  hundred,  shall  send  more." 
If  this  is  ecjual,  if  this  is  just,  all  the  Rules  of  Arithmetic,  which 
have  been  in  use  since  tlie  Formation  of  Figures,  must  be  done 
away  ;  but  until  this  neiv  Hide  of  Calculation  receives  the  Stamp 
of  Autliority,  we  cannot  Consent  to  it;  for  we  are  possessed  of 
that  anti<iuated  Notion,  that  two  &  two  are  always  equal  to  four, 
&  it  appears  to  ns  absolutely  imjjossible  to  prove  the  conti-aiy. 

We  were,  &  still  are  of  Opinion,  that  a  time  of  War  is  not  the 
time  to  form  Constitutions  ;  we  feel  the  ill  Consetpience  of  this 
Matter,  having  taken  up  the  time  of  the  (General  Court,  while  the 
Army  was  neglected  —  ^^'e  wish  the  present  may  profit  by  the 
Errors  of  the  last.  —  Should  it  be  declared,  that  this  Form  is 
adopted  by  two  thii-ds  of  the  State,  you  will  be  careful  tliat  exact 
Scrutiny  be  made,  as  to  the  Numbers,  &  at  all  Events  enter  iionr 
solemn  Protest  against  the  Glaring  Injustice  of  Jiepresentation  :  but 
should  it  meet  the  Fate  we  hope  ct  expect,  of  a  total  Rejection.  A: 
a  new  one  is  proi)Osed.  you  are  by  no  Means  to  give  your  Consent, 
but  protest  against  i<:  opi)ose  it  in  every  Stage  of  its  Progress.  »Jc 
tliereby  do  what  is  in  your  power,  to  prevent  unnecessary  Ex|)ences 
of  public  ]\Ioney. 

The  present  Form  of  Government  we  look  upon  e(pial  to  the 
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Exigencies  of  the  Times,  &  hold  ourselves  bouud  to  support  it 
with  our  Lives  &  Fortunes. 

[188.]  At  a  proper  Time  3'our  Constituents  wish  ardently  a 
new  form,  &  perhaps  in  a  Day  of  Tranquility,  such  an  One  may  be 
adopted  as  shall  please  all  good  Men,  &  save  us  from  the  Dissen- 
tions  which  we  lind  attending  the  present  Time. 

The  foregoing  Dranght  of  Instructions  to  our  Representatives 
having  been  read  &  considered,  the  Question  was  put  —  Whether 
the  same  shall  l)e  accepted,  &  given  to  our  Representatives  as  their 
Instructions  —  Passed  in  the  Affirmative. 

On  a  ]Motion  Voted,  that  those  Instructions  be  printed  in  the 
News  Papers. 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved. 


At  a  fleeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duely  qualified  &  legally  warned,  in  public  Town 
Meeting  assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall,  on  Wednesday  the  3''.  Day  of 
flune,  Anno  Domini  1778. 

The  Precept  and  Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  read 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  &  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  Two  Representatives,  in  the  Room  of  the  Hon'''".  Oliver 
Wendell  &  John  Pitts  Esq"*.,  elected  Counsellors  ;  &  then  it  was 
proposed  that  the  Poll  sliould  be  closed  at  12  O'Clock, 

The  Votes  being  bro't  in  for  two  Representatives,  the  Number 
of  the  same  was  found  to  be  250  —  &  upon  sorting  them,  it 
appeared,  that 

^P.  Joseph  Barrel  was  chosen     ---------ISO. 

The  Votes  being  bro't  in  for  One  Representative,  the  Number  of 
the  same  was  found  to  be  218  —  &  upon  Sorting  them  it  appeared 
that 

Thomas  Daws  Esq.  was  chosen  ---------     128. 

[189.]  The  Choice  of  Representatives  being  over  &  declared 
—  by  the  Selectmen,  the  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  & 
bring  in  their  Votes  for  a  ]Moderator  of  this  Meeting,  in  order  that 
the  Town  may  proceed  in  transacting  the  other  Affairs  mentioned 
in  the  Warrant  &  those  which  were  referred  over  at  the  May 
iAIeeting — accordingly  the  Inhabitants  withdrew,  and  brought  in 
their  Votes,  &  u[)on  sorting  them  it  appeared,  that 

The  llon'''^  James  Otis  Estp 
was  cliosen. 

Adjourned  to  o  O'Clock  in  the  Afternoon. 

o  O'clock  P.M.  met  according  to  Adjournment 
The  Town  proceeded  to  the  Choice  of  two  Selectmen,  and  upon 
sorting  tlie  VoU's  bro't  in,  it  a[)peared,  tiiat 
M''.  Nathan  Frazier 
was  chosen  a  Selectman  for  the  year  ensuing. 

The  Town  again  bro't  in  their  Votes  for  one  Selectman  &  upon 
sorting  tiiem,  it  ap[)eared,  that 

M'.  Ezekiel  Price 
was  cliosen  a  Selectnuiu  for  the  Year  ensuin<T. 
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The  Committee  ai^poiiilccl  U)  coiisidL-r  and  r('|ioil,  wliat  (inints 
it  may  })e  necessiirv  to  make  to  the  several  Schoohiiastcrs,  for  tlicir 
Salaries  &  Siipiwrt  tlir  picseiit  year —  Reported  as  on  Fili;,  i.*t  thi> 
<,)iiestioQ  beino;  put  —  AVhethi-r  tlu'  same  shall  be  aeeepted  ? 
I'assed  ill  Allirmative 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  &  Twenty  Pounds  l)e 
allowed  &  paid  unto  M".  Samuel  Hunt  for  his  Salary,  as  .Master  of 
the  South  Orammar  Sehool,  for  the  Year  ensuing,  the;  same  to  be 
paid  him  quarterly,  as  it  shall  beeonie  due,  and  to  eommenee  from 
the  Expiration  of  the  last  (Quarter. 

Voted,  that  the  additional  Sum  of  One  hundred  tV:  Kiiihty 
Pounds,  for  Six  ^Months,  eommencing  the  P.  of  INIarch  last,  [IDO.] 
lie  allowed  &  paitl  unto  3P.  Samuel  Hunt,  on  Account  of  the 
l)resent  high  Price  of  Provisions  &c. 

Voted,  that  the  Sinn  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  be  allowed  & 
paid  unto  ]\P.  Samuel  Holbrook  for  his  Salary,  as  INTaster  of  tlie 
AVriting  School  in  the  ("ommon,  the  Year  ensuing,  the  same  to  he 
])aid  hiin  quarterly,  as  it  shall  become  due.  &  to  conunenee  from 
the  Kxpiration  of  tlie  last  (Quarter. 

Voted,  that  the  farther  vSum  of  one  hundied  i)ounils  for  Six 
]\Iouths,  be  allowed  &  paid  unto  ^P.  Samui'l  Holbrook  on  Account 
of  the  present  higli  Price  of  Provisions  c<;c. 

^'oted,  that  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  pounds  be  allowed  &  paid 
unto  ^M"".  James  Tileston  for  his  Salary,  as  a  Master  of  the  Xortli 
^Vriting  School,  the  same  to  be  paid  him  (juarterly  as  ii  shall 
become  due,  &  to  commence  fi'om  the  K\i)iration  of  tlie  last 
(Quarter. 

Voted,  that  the  farther  Sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  be  allowed 
<Sc  paid  unto  3P.  James  Tileston.  for  six  Months,  on  Account  of 
the  present  high  Price  of  I'rovisions  cVc. 

\'oted,  that  the  Sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  be  allowed  i!i:  paid 
unto  ]\P.  .James  Carter,  for  his  Salary,  as  .Master  of  tlie  wiiting 
School  in  (^ueeii  Street,  for  the  Year  ensuing,  the  same  to  be  paid 
him  quarterly  as  it  shall  become  due,  ifc  to  commence  from  the 
Kx[)iration  of  the  last  (Quarter. 

\'oled,  that  the  farther  Sum  of  one  hundred  jjounds  for  Six 
iMonths,  be  alloweil  &  paid  unto  I\P.  James  Carter,  on  Account 
of  the  present  high  Pi-ice  of  Provisions  &q. 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Sixty  pounds  be  allowed  iV:  paid  unto 
M^  William  liently,  for  his  Salary  as  Usher  of  the  South  ( iram- 
mar  School,  the  Year  ensuing,  the  same  to  be  i)aid  him  quarterly 
as  it  shall  become  due,  &  to  commence  from  the  Kxpiration  of 
the  last  Quarter.  Voted,  that  the  farther  Sum  of  eighty  pounds, 
for  Six  ]\Ionths,  be  allowed  &  paid  unto  ]\P.  William  Pently.  on 
Account  of  tlie  present  high  Price  of  I'rovisions  i^c. 

[11)1.]  ^'oted,  that  the  Sum  of  one  hundred  ^:  thirty  i)ounds 
be  allowed  &  paid  out  of  the  Town  Treasury,  unto  David  JelTries 
Esq.  for  his  services,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Town  the  Year  [)ast,  & 
for  all  his  Expences  in  that  Otllce. 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  be 
allowed  &  paid  out  of  the  Town  Treasury  unto  David  Jeffries 
Ksi.[.  in  Consideration  of  the  high  Price  of  Provisions  i.V:c. 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Acconuts  of  David 
Jeffries  P^scj.  Town  Treasurer,  have  attended  tliat  Service,  & 
lind  tlie  same  from  ]March  1775,  to  March  1778  right  cast  and 
well  vouched,  in  which  he  cliarges  himself  with  sundry  Rents  & 
other  Incomes  of  the  Town,  amounting  to  £10612  -  9  -  11. 

And  the  said  Treasurer  discharges  himself  by  Abatements  made 
the  Collectors  amounting  f'J(>7  -  18  -  8  —  by  draughts  made  by 
the  Selectmen  amounting  to  £4178  -  3  -  3  of  which  he  has  paid 
£3922-12  -  3 — by  Draughts  made  by  the  Overseers  of  the 
poor,  amounting  to  £r)615  -  6  -  IJ  —  of  which  he  has  paid 
£4991  -  10  -  1;^  —  &  also  by  sundry  Sums  paid  for  Interest  &c 
—  amounting  to  £150-3-5 — ■  The  Debt  of  Account  of  Town 
Treasurer,  in  the  Treasurers  Books  amount  to  Sixteen  thousand 
two  luuidred  &  five  Pounds  14  f  5'^.  ^ 

The  Committee  have  inspected  said  Draughts  in  a  very  particu- 
lar manner,  &  every  other  Branch  of  public  Charge,  amounting 
in  tlie  whole  to  above  £10205  -  14  -  5^  as  by  Account  of  Town 
'J'reasurer  in  Town  Treasurer's  Books  Ballance  where  of  being  five 
thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety  three  pounds  4/Gi,  is  carried  to 
the  Debet  of  a  new  Account. 

"Which  Report  &  Account  being  read,  Voted,  that  the  same  be, 
&  hereby  is  accepted. 

[192,]  Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be,  &  they  hereby  are  ap- 
pointed to  act  upon  the  List  of  Jurors. 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Thirty  three  hundred  Pounds  be  raised 
by  a  Tax  upon  l^jUs  &  Estates  within  this  Town,  for  the  Repay- 
ment of  the  Sums  borrowed  by  Subscription  for  the  Bounty  Voted 
the  6"'.  of  May  last,  to  be  given  the  86  Men,  raised  by  a  late 
Order  of  the  General  Court,  as  this  Towns  Proportion  of  tlie  Con- 
tinental Army,  in  Addition  to  the  Ten  thousand  f&  four  thousand 
pounds,  already  Voted  for  the  other  Services  of  the  Town  the 
present  Year. 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved. 


At  a  ^Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duely  qualified  &  legally  warned,  in  public  Town 
INIeeting  assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall,  on  Wednesday  the  24"^.  Day 
of  June  Anno  Domini  1778. 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  read 

The  Inhabitants  bro't  in  their  Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  this 
fleeting,  &  the  same  being  sorted  it  appeared,  that 

M^  AVilliam  Davis 
was  cliosen. 

The  Town  took  into  Consideration  the  Resolve  of  the  General 
Assemlily  of  this  State  })assed  June  10"'.  1778 — the  Selectmen  of 
each  Town  in  this  State,  are  directed  to  pay  out  of  the  Treasury 
<jf  tlieir  respective  Towns,  the  Sum  of  fourteen  pounds,  to  each 
N(jn -Commissioned  Ollicer  &  Private,  that  shall  be  detached  & 
Mustered,  agreable  to  said  Resolve,  to  serve  in  the  Army,  for  the 
Defence  of  Ivhode  Island  &q. 
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[193.]  Also  Six  [U'lico  p  ]Milo  for  ^Mileage  to  said  Men"  — 
\\'ln.'ieu[)on 

\'oteil,  tluit  David  duffries  Ks(j.  'I\j\vii  'rreasurer  1)l',  A;  lit-  licichy 
is  iinpowered  t^  (.lirectcd  to  borrow  on  the  CreiUt  of  the  next  Tax 
upon  I'oils  and  Estates  within  tliis  Town,  the  Sum  of  Seven  hun- 
dred &  lifty  Pounds  fur  the  purpose  mentioned  in  a  Resolve  of  tlie 
(xeneral  Court  passed  the  10"'.  of  June  1778.  for  the  Rei)aymeut 
of  which  he  is  to  give  his  negotiable  Notes  on  Interest  —  Also 
Voted,  that  Mess-\  Daniel  liell 

C'apt  Jonathan  Stoddard 
be  a  Committee  to  procure  Su])seriptions  agreable  to  the  foregoing 
\'ote. 

Noted,  that  the  Sum  of  Seven  hundred  &  fifty  pounds  be  raised 
b}'  a  Tax  upon  Polls  &  Estates  within  this  Town,  for  the  Repay- 
ment of  the  Suras  to  be  borrowed  by  the  Town  Treasurer  for  the 
Bounty  &  Mileage,  allowed  by  the  General  Assembly  in  their  Re- 
solve, passed  tlie  10"'.  Day  of  June  Current,  to  l)e  given  this 
Town's  Proportion  of  the  eighteen  hundred  INIen,  ordered  to  be 
raised  by  Draughts  on  several  liegiinents  in  this  State  to  serve  in 
the  Army  for  the  Defence  of  Rhode  Island  &o  the  same  to  be 
added  to  the  next  Assessment 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duely  qualified  i^  legally  warned,  in  public  Town 
Meeting  assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall,  on  Thursday  the  G"'.  Day  of 
August  A.D.  1778 

[19-1-.]      Warrant  for  Calling  the  ^Meeting  read. 

The  Inliabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  l)ring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  ]Moderator  of  this  ^Meeting.  &  the  same  being  lirought 
in  and  sorted,  it  appeared,  that 

The  lion'"'''.  John  Hancock 
was  chosen  unanimously  INIoderator  of  this  IMeeting,  and  took  his 
Seat  accordingly. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz.  "  To  consider  and  determine, 
what  Steps  are  proper  to  be  taken,  with  res[)ect  to  a  Number  of 
Persons,  late  Inhabitants  of  this  Metropolis,  who  have  sought  & 
received  Protection  from  the  liritish  King,  and,  as  it  is  report'',  are 
aljout  returning  to  this  Town  "  —  was  read  &  also  the  Ai)i)lication 
to  the  Selectmen  for  Calling  the  fleeting  —  After  very  warm  De- 
bates upon  the  Subject 

It  was  moved  tiiat  the  Sense  of  the  Town  may  be  taken, 
NVhether  they  will  now  proceed  to  take  any  Steps  in  this  INIatter  — 
And  the  Question  l)eing  accordingly  i)ut — It  ijassed  in  the  Allirm- 
alive  Unanimously 

It  was  then  Voted,  unanimonsl'/,  that  it  is  tiic  Opinion  of  this 
Town,  that  no  one  of  those  Persons,  that  have  left  this  Tcnvn,  & 
have  sought  &  Ileceivcd  Protection  from  the  British  King,  can 
return  to  it  again,  ifitJwnt  greatly  fuKlanciering  its  Peace  &  /Safety. 

Upon  a  Motion  made,  it  was  Voted,  that 
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The  llou'''''.  Juhu  Hancock  Esq. 

Nathaniel  Appletou  Esq. 
M"'.  Thomas  Walley 
M^  Commissary  Deveus 
Ellis  Gray  Esq. 
M"'.  Ezekiel  Price 
[195.]  M^  William  Cooper 

M^  Joseph  Henderson 
M"'.   John  Winthrop 
I>e  a    Committee    to    consider  and    report,   at    the  Adjournment, 
what  they  judge  may  be  farther  necessary  to  be  done,  respecting 
the  Subject-Flatter  of  the  Warrant. 

On  a  Motion  made,  it  was  Voted,  that  this  Meeting  stand  ad- 
journed to  the  first  Monday  in  September  next,  3  O'Clock  P.M. 
And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  adjourned, 

Monday  the  7"'.  of  September  3  0. Clock  P:  M:  Met  according 
to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  and  Report  what  may 
further  done  to  prevent  those  Persons  that  have  left  the  Town  and 
have  sought  and  received  protection  from  the  British  King.  —  Re- 
ported, which  Report  l)eing  read  and  considered,  was  amended  by 
tlie  Town,  and  is  as  follows,  Mz'. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  may  be  further  done 
to  prevent  these  Persons  that  have  left  the  Town,  and  have 
sought  and  received  protection  from  the  British  King,  Reported 
the  following  Vote.  Viz' . 

\'oted,  that  the  Representatives  of  the  Town  be  and  they 
hereby  are  Instructed  and  directed  to  use  their  best  endeavors  in 
the  Great  and  Geiieral  Court  at  their  next  Sessions  to  have  such 
Laws  enacted  as  may  effectually  prevent  a  return,  to  the  Town,  or 
any  part  of  the  State,  any  Person  whatever  who  has  left  this 
Country  when  in  Distress,  and  has  Saught  and  received  protec- 
tion from  the  King  &  Government  of  Britain 

[11)6.]  The  (Question  being  put.  Whether  the  foregoing  Rei)ort 
shall  be  excepted  —  passed  in  the  Affirmative,  unanimously  also 

Voted  that  the  Town  Clerk  furnish  the  Gentlemen  who  Repre- 
sent this  Town  with  an  Attested  Copy  of  the  foregoing  Vote. 

On  a  Motion  made  by  a  late  Speach  of  the  Patriotick  Gover- 
nour  Livingston,  relative  to  the  inexpediency  of  the  absent  Torys, 
being  suffered  to  return  to  these  States,  was  read 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved. 


At  a  INIeeting  of  the  Freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston,  duely  (jualified  and  legally  warned  in  publick 
Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Tuesday  the  20"'. 
Day  of  September  Anno  Domini  1778. 

Warrant  for  calling  the  iMeeting  —  read. 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  bring  in  their  \'otes  for  a 
Moderator  of  this  Town  Meeting  and  the  same  having  been  brought 
in  :ind  sorted,  it  appeared  that  The  Honourable  John  Hancock 
Es(i'.  was  chosen  Moderator  unanimously. 


I)()STON     'rt)\V\     IvKCOltDS,    177S.  29 

[11)7. J  i  lit-'  lowii  being"  informed  by  Gciicnil  Hancock,  that 
ti  I.anu'ness  prevented  his  Accepting  llie  Honor  done  to  him  Ijy 
the  appointment,  proceeded  to  the  ciioice  of  anotiier  Person,  and 
the  \'otes  being  bronght  iu  and  sorted  it  appeur'd  that  The 
Ilon'''*^^.  Thomas  Cushing  Jvsq'.  was  chosen  Moderator  of  tiiis 
Meeting  nnanimonsly. 

The  Article  in  tlic  Warrant  \'iz'.  —  To  consider  of  the  request 
of  the  Overseers  of  tlio  Poor,  that  the  Town  would  take  iNlcasures 
for  the  immediate  raising  a  sum  of  Money  in  order  to  procure 
Provisions,  and  other  Necessaries  of  Life,  for  the  present  Sni)ply 
of  the  Poor  in  the  Almshouse,  and  to  carry  them  through  the 
Winter" — w'as  read  and  after  del)ate  had  thereon,  it  was  moved 
and  \'ot('d.  that  u})()n  account  of  the  thinness  of  this  INIeeting,  it 
Ije  Adjourned  to  Wednesday  next  10  O'Clock  in  the  Forenoon, 
also 

Voted  that  the  lU'll  4iingers  be  directed  by  the  Selectmen,  to 
ring  the  last  Bells  for  the  Adjournment  of  thi-^  Meeting  half  an 
Hour  before  the  time  of  Meeting 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned. 

Wednesday  September  30"'.  ITT^s — 10  O'Clock  Forenoon  — 
Met  according  to  Atljournment. 

The  Article  in  the  Warant  relative  to  the  request  of  the  0\er- 
seers,  of  the  Poor,  for  the  Supply  of  the  Alms  House,  again  rea<l 
&  after  considerable  debate 

[198.]  Voted,  that  a  Petition  be  preferred  to  the  (ieneral 
Assembly  of  this  State,  that  a  (Quantity  of  Corn  now  in  the 
Hands,  of  the  Hon'''*".  Board  of  War,  may  l)e  dis{)osed  of  to  the 
Town,  for  the  use  of  the  State  and  Town  I'oor  now  iu  the  Alms 
House;  as  also  for  a  Quantity  of  Wood,  if  it  should  appear, 
that  considerable  of  that  Article  has  been  procured  by  the  Hoard 
of  War  for  the  use  of  the  State  ;  and  that  the  Si>lectmen  be  a 
committee  to  prepare  and  Present  said  Petition  —  also  — 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Town  by  the  overseers 
of  the  Poor,  that  they  stand  in  present  and  al)solute  need  of  a  con- 
siderable Sum  of  ]\Ioney  to  procure  Supplies  for  th(!Su|)port  of  the 
Poor  iu  the  Alms  House  this  Fall  and  the  ensuing  AVinter. 

Voted,  that  it  l)e  and  hereby  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Town  to  pay  their  Town  Taxes  to  the  Collectors 
immediately,  iu  order  that  the  Overseers  may  be  furnished  with  a 
sudicient  sum  of  3Ioney  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  aud  the  Col- 
lectors are  hereby  directed  to  pay  in  the  .Money  they  may  receive' 
in  consequence  of  this  A'ote  to  the  Town  Treasurer  immediately, 
ami  the  Town  Treasurer  is  directed  to  sujjply  the  Overseers,  of  the 
Poor  with  a  Sum  not  exceeding  Five  Thousand,  live  hundred 
Pounds,  accordingly  also. 

Voted,  that  the  Committ(>e  appointed  to  assist  the  Town  Treas- 
urer iu  borrowing  Moneys  for  the  service  of  the  Town  be  desired 
to  i)roceed  in  said  business,  till  tiie  several  Votes  of  Credit  are 
Compleatcd. 

[1!)!).]  The  Article  in  the  Warrant,  Viz'.  What  steps  shall 
be  taken  in  resrard  to  a  late  Kesolve  of  the  (ieneral  Asseinljlv  of 
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this  State,  directing  tlie  Selectraeu  of  this  Town  to  procure  four 
hun(h-ed  and  Seven  Shirts,  and  the  same  number  of  pairs  of  Shoes 
and  Stockings  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army  "  —  was  read 

—  and  after  some  debate  had  thereon,  it  was  moved,  and  Voted, 
tiiat  tlie  further  consideration  of  thi*  Article  be  referred  to  the 
Adjournment 

i'he  Article  in  the  AYarrant  Viz'.  —  "  To  consider  the  request  of 
the  Assessors,  tliat,  an,  adequate  Allowance  may  be  made  them 
on  Account  of  the  extraordinary  duty  vvliich  now  lays  upon  them, 
and  iu  consideration  of  the  high  price  of  the  necessaries  of  Life  " 
was  read,  and  after  considerable  debate,  it  was  moved,  that  the 
further  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to  the  Adjournment  of 
this  Meeting. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  relative  to  procuring  Slioes  and 
StocI<ings  &c  for  the  Continental  Army  was  again  read  and  con- 
sidered, wlierenpon,  it  was  Voted,  the  former  Vote  be  reconsid- 
ered, for  referring  the  further  consideration  of  this  Article  to  the 
Adjournment,  and  that  the  Selectmen  be  and  hereby  are  directed 
and  impowered  to  procure  the  Siiirts,  Shoes,  and  Stocliings  wanted 
for  the  Continental  Army,  Agreable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State  for  that  purpose. 

['iOO.]  Voted,  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  Wednesday 
the  ir".  Day  of  November  10.  O.Cloclv.  A:  M: 

And  the  fleeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned. 

Wednesday  the  11"\   Day  of  November  10.  O.  Clock  Forenoon 

—  Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  —  Viz'. —'•'To  consider  of  the 
request  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  that  the  Town  would  take 
measures  for  the  immediate  raising  a  Sum  of  Money  in  Order  to 
procure  Provisions,  and  other  Necessaries  of  Life,  for  the  present 
su|)i)ly  of  the  Poor  in  the  Alms  House,  and  to  carry  them  through 
the  Winter  "  —  was  read  — 

The  Collectors  of  Taxes  were  then  called  upon,  to  acquaint  the 
Town,  witli  tiie  success  they  had  met  with  in  Collecting  JMoney, 
from  their  res[)ective  Wards. 

The  Collectors  having  Reported,  agreeable  to  requirement ;  the 
Town  were  thereby  led  to  ai)preherfd,  tliat  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  were  like  soon  to  receive  sufficient  Money's  for  the  present 
supply  of  the  Alms  House  —  whereupon  it  was  Voted,  that  the 
further  consideration  of  that  Article  in  the  Warrant  respecting 
tlie  Alms  IIousi'  was  become  needless. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'. — To  consider  the  request 
of  tiie  Assessors,  that  an  adequate  Allowance  may  be  made  them 
on  Account  [*^01.]  of  the  extraordinai-y  Duty  Avhich  now  lays 
upon  them,  and  in  consideration  of  the  High  i)rice  of  the  neces- 
saries of  i/ilc"  —  was  again  read,  and  considered  —  Wlierenpon 
it  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  the  further  consideration  of  this 
Matter  be  referred  over  to  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting  — 
also 

Voted,  that  M^  Ezekiel  Price 
M'.  Peter  Buyer 
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W.  Tliomas  Wall"y 
S;miuel  lifUTC't  Ksc]'". 
M'.  Tiiiiotliy  Newell 
A  Committee  appointed    at    a   former  Meeting  '•  to  consider  and 
IJeporl  what  grants   may  be  necessary  to  make   the  several  .School 
Masters  for  their  Snpport  the   present  year,"  —  be  desir'd  to  take 
the  request  of  the  Assessors  into  consideration,  and   Report  what 
they  .Judge  i^roper  to   be  dorie  tliereon   at  the  Adjournment  of   tliis 
Meeting 

It  was  then   moved,  and  Voted  tliat  this  fleeting  be  Adjourned 
to  Tuesday  the  17"'.  Day  of  November  10,  O'Clock  Forenoon 
And  tlu!  iNleeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Tuesday  the  17'''.  Day  of  November  10.  0-Clock  Forenoon  — 
INIet  according  to  Adjournment 

The  IIonb'^  Thomas  Gushing  Fs([^  [*^()'2.]  Motlerator  of  this 
^Meeting,  having  Signitied  that  he  was  unable  to  attend,  by  reason 
of  Sickness  ^'otes,  by  Order  of  the  Selectmen  were  Itrought  in  for 
a  Moderator  Pro  Tern",  and   n[)on  sorting  them  it  appeared  that 

The  Ilonb''^.  John  Hancock  Ksi^.  was  chosen 

The  Committee  appointed,  ''  to  consider  what  (riiints  may  be 
necessary  to  make  the  several  Schoolmasters,  for  their  support  the 
present  year"  — -Reported  as  follows  Viz'. 

That  a  further  additional  allowance  on  Account  of  the  present 
high  price  of  Provisions  c^' .  be  made  —  Viz'. 

To  M^  Samuel  Hunt     -     -     -     of  €2r)0 —  for  \'\  other  ('>  ^Months 
To  ]\P.  Samuel  Holbrook  -     -     of     MO —  for     -     -     d".     -     - 
To  ]\P.  James  Carter     -     -     -     of     1  10 —  for     -     -     d". 
To   M'.  .lames  Tileston       -     -     of     HO — for     -     -     d '.      -     - 
To  ^P.  James  P>ently  Usher  to  :\P,  Hunt  of   fPi.'i —    d'.     -     - 

and  for  omission  the  last  (5  .Alonths,  —     -         ]()  t'l:;.') 

The  Committee  api)ointed  *•  to  consider  of  an  adequate;  Allow- 
ance to  the  Assessors  on  Account  of  their  extraordinary  dnt}'  and 
in  considerati(jn  of  the  High  price  of  the  Necessaries  of  Life  — 
having  attended  the  Assessors,  examined  their  Business  the 
present  Year;  Viiied  their  method  of  doing  the  same,  with  the 
great  nnml)er  of  P>ooks.  and  Pa[)ers,  tlu'y  have  wrote  and  gone 
tiuough  for  that  Purpose  ;  do  (ind  that  by  means  of  the  repealed 
Assessments,  they  have  been  obligi-d  to  make,  and  the  regular 
Method  they  have  pursued  [2()3.]  In  making  those  Assess- 
ments, and  the  General  \'aluation  of  the  Ratable  Estates,  of  the 
Inhabitants  agreeable  to  a  late  Law  of  this  State  ;  great  Labour 
and  mucii  time  have  been  Spent  therein  ;  and  that  their  whole 
number  might  be  employ'd  in  the  Service. 

We  are  therefor  of  Opinion  That  they  onglit  to  receive  thirty 
Shillings  i)er  Day,  each,  diu-ing  the  time  of  tlieir  being  emi)foyi'd 
in  the  Uusiness  of  their  Ollice,  to  conunence  from  the  Settlement 
of  their  last  Account. 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read,  and  duly  considered  — 
the  Question  was  put — Whether  the  same  shall  be  acceoted  — 
Passed  in  the  AtTermative 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  consider  proper  allowances  to 
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the  Sclioolinasters,  linving  been  duly  considered,  the  Question  was 
piit — Whctlier  the  same  sluiU  be  accepted — Passed  in  the  Atfer- 
inative 

A  Motion  was  made  and  passed  tliat  this  Meeting  be  dissolved 
—  And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  dissolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  (pialified  and  legally  warned  in  Puhlick  Town 
l\[eeting  Assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall,  on  Tuesday  the  17"'.  Day  of 
November  Anno  Domini  177.S.     11.  O. Clock.  Forenoon 

[*-i()-i:.]      Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read 

The  Votes  for  a  Moderator,  of  this  Meeting  having  been  brought 
iu  and  sorted,  it  api)eard,  that 

The  Honb'''.  John  Hancock  Esq",  was  chosen. 

The  Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  "  to  make  enquirey  why 
some  obnoxious  Persons  that  have  returned  are  permitted  to 
reside  here  contrary  to  a  Law  of  this  State ;  and  to  receive  from 
the  Committee  of  Correspontlence  an  account  of  their  proceeding 
in  the  execution  of  said  Laws  and  to  adopt  some  spirited  Resolves, 
whereb}'  the  Towai  may  further  testify  to  the  World  their  deter- 
minaliou  that  those  sworn  Enemies  to  our  rights  and  Liberties, 
who  have  fled  their  Country  and  engaged  as  volunteers,  in  the 
cause  of  Tyranny-  and  shall  never  return  to  enjoy  within  the  Walls 
of  liberty  and  independence  "  —  was  again  read. 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  &e  being  called  upon  for  an 
Account  of  their  proceedings  reported  see  particulars  as  entered 
at  large  in  the  fair  (^>uarto  Minnet  Book  of  Town  Meeting  trans- 
acted from  Page  110  to  125 

On  a  Motion  made  ^^oted,  that 

JM'.  Thomas  W alley 

Caleb  Davis  Es(i''. 

Perez  Morton  Es(i'. 

be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  the  Board  of  War,  and  to  request 

their  Reason  for  Suspending  the  opperation  of  the  [!<}05,]   Law, 

so  far  as  it  respects  the  sending  ^I'.  .Johonnc^t  out  of  this  State 

The  Meeting  was  then  Adjourned  to  three  O'Clock  P:  ^I: 

Three  O'Clock  Aftei'uoon,  met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Connnittee  appointed  in  the  Forenoon,  Reported  that  they 
had  waited  on  the  P)Oai-d  of  War,  who  were  pleased  to  hand 
them  an  order  to  be  laid  before  the  Town,  a  Resolve  of  Council 
and  tlie  P>oard  of  AVars,  replys,  and  a  second  Resolve  of  Council, 
which  are  as  follows  Viz'. 

State  of  INIassachusetts  Bav  Council  Chamber  October  !(!. 
177«. 

Whereas  it  ai)pears  to  this  Board,  that  Francis  .Tohonnot's  case, 
now  conlined  in  the  Common  (^oal  in  Boston,  as  appears  included 
in  the  exclusion  Act,  passed  the  last  Session  of  the  General 
Court,  is  attended  with  sundry  circumstances  peculiarly  favorable 
to  him,  And  such  as  would  have  a  great  tendency  to  induce  the 
Legislative  Authority  of  this  State  to  order  his  Liberation  from 
Prison  and  exem[)tion  from  banishment :  therefore 
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Order  that  it  lie  aiul  hereby  is  reeoinnuMKied  to  the  lioanl  of 
War,  not  to  send  ott'  Francis  Johonnott  who  is  now  contined 
in  Goal,  in  C'on^s^■(lMenee  of  a  Law  that  jiassed  the  last  Session 
of  the  (leneral  Court,  agreable  [tiOCJ.]  To  the  direction  of 
said  Law,  uutill  he  can  have  opportunity  to  lay  the  State  of 
his  case  before  the  (Jeneral  Court,  and  obtain  their  determination 
thereon  — 

'I'rne  Copy 

Alt'.  .b)iiN  AvEuv  I)ep'.  Sec'. 
To  the  Hon'"'",  the  Council  — 
We  the  underwritten,  3Ienil»ers  of  the  Board  of  AVar,  have 
received  your  Honours,  recommendation,  respecting  Francis  Jo- 
lionnot  now  conlined  in  l>oston  (ioal  on  the  exclusion  Act,  on 
which  we  beg  leave  to  observe  —  that  h(^)wever  favourable 
an}'  circumstances  may  appear  in  that  Oentlemans  Case,  they 
apprehend  the  Law  the  conmion  rule  of  all  our  conduct,  has 
uothing  discretionary  with  us.  therefore  to  Suspend  the  opperation 
of  so  positive  a  State,  on  a  recommendation  only,  we  confess  we 
are  awfully  afraid 

Samuel  V.  Savage 
.John  Brown 
War  Ollice  October  Thomas  Walker 

27.  1  TT'^.  Eleazer  Johnson 

Isaac  Phillips 
State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Council  Chamber  October  2<S'''.  177S. 
Ou  the  Petition  of  Francis  .lohonnot 
Whereas.  M''.  Francis  .Tohcjunott  has  lately  been  confined  to  the 
connnon  Goal  in  I'>oston  as  a  Person  included  in  the  Act  intitUnL 
''  -Vn  Act  to  prevent  the  return  to  this  State  of  certain  Persons 
[*-207.]  Therein  named,  and  others,  who  have  left  the  State,  or 
other  of  the  L'nited  States,  and  Joined  the  Enemies  thereof"  — 
And  in  persuance  of  said  Act,  is  to  be  transi)orte(.l  by  the  P>oard 
of  War,  to  some  port  or  [)lace,  within  the  Dominions  or  in  the 
possession  of  the  Forces  of  the  King  of  (Jreat  Britain;  and 
whereas  it  appears  to  this  lioard,  tiiat  the  case  of  said  Francis 
Johonott  is  attended  with  many  circumstances  [leculiarly  favour- 
able to  him,  and  which  might  induce  the  Legislative  Authority  of 
this  State  (if  they  were  convened)  to  liberate  him  from  (Joal,  and 
exempt  him  from  banishment;  and  his  conduct  during  Ins  Ab- 
sence, and  since  he  lied  from  Great  Britain  has  been  such  as  that 
in  case  he  should  be  sent  out  of  this  State,  as  is  by  said  Act 
directed,  he  would  be  exposed  to  immediate  distruction,  liable  to 
be  api)reliended  as  a  Traitor  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  to 
suffer  the  punishment  Persons  of  such  a  character  are  by  their 
laws  exposed  to:  the  sending  him  off  therefore  under  such  circum- 
stances would  be  looked  n[)0n  by  every  considerate  and  Candid 
Man  as  a  Species  of  cruelty,  unworthy  of  Americans:   tlu'refore 

Ordered,  That  the  Prayer  of  this  Petition  be  so  far  granted,  the 
Board  of  War  be  and  hereby  aic  directed  and  required,  to  sus- 
pending sending  of  the  said  Francis  Johoniiot.  in  pursuance  of  the 
Act  aforesaid  untill  he  can  have  an  Opportunity  to  lay  the  State 
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of  case  before  the  (ieiieral  Court,  and  obtain  tlieir  determination 
thereon 

True  Copy 

Att'.  John  Avery  Dep'.  Sec^. 
[208.]     On  a  Motion  made — Voted,  that 
Caleb  Davis  Esq''. 
William  Cooper 
M'.  Thomas  Walley 
Ezekiel  Price  Escf . 
M'.  Harbottle  Dorr 
D'.  Nathaniel  Noyes 
Col".  Edward  Proctor 
be  a  Committee  to  consider  at  large  tlie  Subject  matter  of  the 
Notillcation,  for  the  INIeetiug-,  and  to  Report  at  the  Adjournment, 
what  they  shall  Judge  necessnry  for  the  Town  to  do  thereon. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  there  might  be  an  Adjournment  to 
Monday  next  3.  O. Clock  Afternoon ;  And  the  Meeting  was 
accordingly  Adjourned 

Monday  the  ■2:V\  of  November  o  O'Clock  P:  M:  Met  according 
to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  at  large  the  subject  Mat- 
ter of  the  Notification  and  Reported  the  following  Resolves  &c 
"wiiich  with  some  amendments,  were  passed  by  a  very  great 
majority.  \'iz'. 

Tlie  Town  having  examined  .nto  the  Case  and  Circumstances 
of  Cap'.  Samuel  Pepper,  and  M' .  Francis  Johonnot,  came  into  the 
following  Resolves.      Viz'. 

[;^()i).]  Resolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  Town  that  the 
Board  of  War  have  not  proceeded  with  M'',  Francis  Johonnot,  as  is 
injourned  them  by  the  late  Law  of  this  Slate,  having  suspended 
the  Operation  of  said  Law  so  far  as  it  respects  the  said  Johonnot, 
untill  the  next  Meeting  of  the  General  Court,  by  the  order  and 
requirement  of  the  Honb''^.  Council  of  this  State  ;  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  said  Order 

Resolved,  as  the  Sense  of  this  Town  that  the  Oath  of  Fidelity, 
being  administred  to  Caj)'.  Samuel  Pepper  by  M''.  Justice  Green- 
leaf,  is  indirect  violation  of  a  law  of  this  State,  prescribing  the 
form  of  said  Oath,  and  said  Pepper  still  remaining  among  us,  is 
dangerous  to  the  peace  and  Safety  of  this  and  the  United  States 

Whereas  this  Town  have  divers  times  testilied  their  indignation 
at  those  Pra('tiees,  who  have  imbrued  their  hands  in  tlie  Blood  of 
their  fellow  Countrymen,  and  their  determined  resolution  to  do 
all  in  their  Power  to  prevent  their  return,  and  at  a  late  full  Meet- 
ing of  the  Inhabitants,  solemnly  Voted.  —  "That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Town,  that  no  one  of  those  Persons  who  have  left  this 
Town  and  have  sought  and  received  protection  from  the  British 
Kirig,  can  return  to  it  again  without  greatly  endangering  its  peace 
and  safety,  'And  the  (gentlemen  who  Represent  this  Town  in 
Geneial  Assembly,  having  agreeable  to  their  Instruction,  Moved 
for.  and  obtained  a  Law  to  be  enacted,  prohibiting  a  return  to 
tills  Town,  or  any  part  of  this  State,  any  such  Persons  whatso- 
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ever;  ami  it  apjieariug  ['-ilO.]  To  tliis  Town,  tliat  said  Law  and 
others,  in  force  are  well  calculated  tcj  preserve  the  Peace  and 
Safely  of  this  and  the  United  States  at  a  time  of  common  danu'er, 
[)ro\ided  the  same  are  carried  into  execution 

Kesolvetl,  That  tiie  Jnhal)itants  of  this  Town  will  exert  them- 
selves to  the  utmost  in  Su[)porting  the  Civil  Magistrate  in  the 
execution  of  this  Law,  that  those,  professed  Kiiemies  to  our  Rights 
and  Liberties,  the  first  fomenters  of  our  present  Troubles,  who 
have  left  this  Country  and  aided  the  liritish  Tyrant  in  his  worse 
than  Savage  measures,  to  deprive  Americans  of  ever  thing  that 
ought  to  be  held  dear  and  sacred  l)y  any  People,  may  not  return 
and  enjoy  in  common,  tlie  fruits  of  what  our  immortal  Patriots, 
have  toil'd  and  bled  to  procure  us,  and  in  some  future  time  to  be 
again  the  base  and  cursed  Instiuments  of  British  Seducers,  in  in- 
volving a  happy  Peo[)le  in  confusion  and  bloodshed,  iu  order  to 
realise  the  reward,  and  [private  advantages  held  out  to  such 
Traitors   by  the   Enemies  of  America  — 

And  it  is  furthei-  Resolved,  That  our  Representatives  be  and 
the}'  are  hereby  are  Listructed,  to  use  Their  inlluence  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  that  the  Laws  now  in  being,  relative  to  our 
implacable  Enemies  be  not  only  preserved  in  their  full  force  and 
vigor,  but  strengthened  if  there  should  b(i  occasion  ;  this  Town 
being  of  opinion,  that  no  relaxation,  can  at  this  time  be  permitted 
without  great  hazard,  not  only  to  our  peace  but  to  the  glorious 
Cause  in  which   America  is  engaged 

["211 .]  The  Committee  of  Correspondence  Insi)ection  and 
Safety,  having  agreeable  to  requirement  Rei)orted  to  the  Town  their 
proceedings  in  the  execution  of  the  late  Law  of  this  State  prohil)- 
iting  the  return  of  inimical  Persons;  and  it  appearing  to  the  Town 
that  they  have  diligently  and  faithfully  perlornuHl  the  duties 
enjoined  them  by   the   Laws  of    this  State 

Voted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town  be  and  hereby  are  givt-n 
them  therefore  ;  and  tiiat  they  be  desired  to  proceed  with  vigilance 
and  activity  in  the  further  discharge  of  the  Duties  of  tiieir  Important 
trust ;  the  Town  being  determined  to  afford  them  their  countenance 
and  support,  while  they  continue  to  make  the  Laws  of  this  State, 
the  rule  of  their  Conduct. 

On  a  Motion  made  and  \'oted.  Tluit  the  sum  of  Three  hundred 
and  fifty  Pounds  be  added  to  M^  Hunts  Salary  for  the  Year  end- 
ing the  first  of  March  next.  Nine  hundred  pounds  in  considera- 
tion of  the  high  piice  of  the  necessaries  of  Life  — 

On  a  Motion  made.  Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  One  hundi'ed 
seventy  five  Pounds  be  gianted  to  ]\P,  William  P>ently,  Usher  to 
the  South  Grammar  School,  in  addition  to  the  Salary  already 
granted  him  ending  the  first  of  3Lirch  next,  in  consideration  of 
the  high  price  of  Necessaries,  which  will  make  one  half  the  Sum 
whicii  has   been  granted   .AP.    Hunt 

['il3.]  On  a  Motion,  Voted,  'I'iiat  all  tiie  i)roeeedings  of  this 
>L'eting  be  Published. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  this  fleeting  be  dissolveil 

And  it  was  accordinglv  dissolved 
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A I  :i  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhalntants  of  the 
Town  of  IJostoii  dnly  qualitied  and  legally  warned  in  publick  Town 
.fleeting  Assembled  at  Fanenil  Mall  on  Wednesday  the  13"'.  Day 
of  .lannary  Anno  Domini  1779.  10.  OCIoek  Forenoon 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  bring  their  Votes  for  a  ]\Ioder- 
ator  of  this  Meeting  and  the  same  having  been  bronght  in  and 
scjrted,  it  appeared,   that 

.lohn  Brown  Esq'', 
was  ciiosen  nnanimonsly. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  "  To  consider  what  raeasnres 
are  proper  to  be  taken  by  the  Town,  respecting  the  present 
scarcity  of  Bread  Corn  and  to  prevent  the  further  monopoly 
and  exorbitant  prices  of  the  Necessaries  of  Life  "'  —  was  read  — 
and  after  some  consideration  thereon — On  a  Motion  made  Voted, 
that  the  leakers  in  the  Town  be  desired  to  give  their  Attendance 
and  inform  the  Town  [!^13.]  of  the  quantity  of  Flour  and  Grain, 
which  they,  and  others,  may  now  have  l)y  them — - 

Several  of  the  Town  Baker's,  attend'd  accordingly,  and  in- 
formed of  what  they  knew  relative  to  the  cpiantity  of  Flour  and 
(iraiu,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Bakers   &c 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that  a  Committee  of  thirty  8ix 
Persons,  three  for  each  Ward,  be  now  chosen,  to  make  thorough 
inipiiry  in  their  respective  Wards  as  to  the  quantity  of  Flour  and 
the  other  Necessaries  of  Life,  now  in  Town  —  and  to  Report  in 
writing  at  the  Adjournment — 

Noted  the  following  Persons  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a 
Committee  for  the  Purpose  aforesaid  —  Viz'.  Ward 

Cap'.  William  Brown  N".  1 

M^  John  Sigorney 
Cap'.  Silas  Atkins 

Mess''.  John  Lambert  N".  2 

Nathaniel  Barber 
Richard  Flood 

Cap'.  John  Ballard  N".  3 

Cap'.  Elias  Parkmau 
-James  Sherman 

Col".  Edward  Proctor  N°.  4 

Francis  Shaw  Esq'. 
Edward  Edes 

[214.]  Cap'.  William  Craft  N".  5 

M'.  Daniel  I'arker 
Cap'.  William  Bell 

Cap'.  Joim  Hinckley 

M\  Joseph  Hall      '  N".  6 

M'.  Benjamin  Sunnier 
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M' .  1)011  JMiiiiii  Edes 

W.  RoIkmI  Wicr  N".  7 

M'.  Joseph  Lovcriiig 

M'.  Willium  ScoU.iy 

Cap'.  Wiutliiop  (iiiiy  N".  8 

Col".  Jonatluui  I'ollanl 

M'.  Adam  Colson 

W.  Tliomas  Wallev  N".  D 

M'.  Josopli  Shed 

M;ijor  J<)se|)li  Webb 

Deacon  Ixobert  Gardner  N".  10 

U.  William  McNicl 

]\r.  Sanuiel  Huugles 

M'.  Thomas  Tileston  N".  1 1 

i\F.  John  McLane 

Deacon  (lil)biiis  Sharp 

Cap'.  Robert  Davis  N'\  12 

yV.  Ebenezer  Dorr 

[315.]  On  a  Motion  made  —  Voted,  that  a  Committee  of 
Nine  I'ersous  be  appointed  to  take  up  the  several  matters,  in  the 
Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting,  and  to  report  at  Large  what 
Measures  they  apprehend  it  will  be  expedient  for  the  Town  to 
adopt,  in  order  to  relieve  the  Inhabitants  under  their  great  and 
growing  didieulties 

Voted,  that  John  l>rowii  Esq". 

John  Ixowe  Esq"^. 

William  Cooper 

Samuel  Harret  Esq". 

JCzekicl  Vv'u'v  Esi]'. 

M'.  William  Foster 

Cap'.  Amasa  Davis 

Nathaniel  Ai)[)leton  Es(|'. 

M'.  Nathaniel  Noyes 
l»e  a  Committee  for  the  pur[)()se  aforesaid 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that  the  several  Wharfingers  bo 
desired  to  attend  the  foregoing  Committee,  and  acquaint  them 
with  the  present  (piautity  of  Wood  on  their  resj^ective  Wharfs 

Voted,  that  the  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  Fryda}'  next  1". 
O'clock  Forenoon  and  the   Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjonriu'd. 

Fryday  the  1')"'.  of  January  1".  n"Clock  Forenoon,  nu't  accord- 
ing to  Adjournment. 

The  Committee  of  thirty  Six  apjiointed  to  make  inqiieiy  in  the 
several  Wards,  as  to  the  quantity  of  Flour  and  otlu'r  Articles, 
made  Report  in  Writing  [21<>.]  Of  the  quantities  of  Flour  and 
other  necessaries  of  Life,  whicii  upon  enquiry  were  found  in  the 
resi)eclive  Wards 
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The  Committee  of  Nine  made  a  Report  as  follows  —  Viz'. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  ui^  the  Several  Matters 
contained  in  tiie  Warrant,  beg  leave  to  Report,  in  part 

That  they  have  conversed  with  the  several  Wood  Wharfingers, 
and  find  that  the  Wood  now  on  hand  is  sold  to  the  Continent 
and  State ;  that  the  Coasters  now  demand  twenty  Six  dollars 
for  Wood,  and  that  considering  the  high  price  of  Hay  &c.  they 
cannot  deliver  their  Wood  under  thirty  six  Dollars,  but  to  prevent 
any  further  rise  of  that  Article,  for  the  present  they  have 
engaged  to  supply  the  Inhabitants  with  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Cord  at  thirty  Six  Dollars  in  small  Quantities  not  exceeding  Six 
feet  — 

Your  Committee  Ity  conferring  with  the  Chairman  of  the 
Conunittee  of  Enquirey  are  informed  that  the  present  supply  of 
Flour  and  Bread  Corn  is  very  scanty,  therefore  are  of  opinion 
that  some  measures  must  be  adopted  immediately  to  purchase  a 
quantity  of  Flour  and  Graiu  for  which  purpose  they  recomend 
to  the  Town  to  ap[)oint  a  Committee  to  Collect  Subscriptions  for 
Money  to  be  advanced  immediately  and  put  into  some  trutsty  hands, 
to  buy  up  a  quantity  of  Grain  and  Flour,  and  [217.]  have  The 
same  housed  in  the  Granary,  and  sold  to  the  Inhabitants  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Selectmen  or  a  Committee  for  that  purpose,  at  the 
cost  and  charges,  and  as  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  purchasers 
to  go  into  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  New  York,  your  Commit- 
tee recomend,  that  an  ap|)lication  be  nuide  immediately  to  the 
General  Assembly  requesting  a  recommendation  to  those  States  for 
permission  to  transport  the  same  into  this  State. 

As  there  is  now  depending  in  the  General  Court  a  liill  to  prevent 
forestalling  and  monopoly,  your  Committee  have  suspended  the 
consideration  of  that  Article  till  they  can  obtain  further  informa- 
tion respecting  said  Bill,  but  recomend  it  to  the  Inhabitants,  not 
to  })nrchase  any  more  of  the  Necessaries  of  Life,  then  they  have 
inunediate  occasion  for  in  their  Families  ;  and  that  the  i)resent 
Possessors  of  Sugar,  Molasses,  Grain,  Flour,  Tea,  Coffee,  Choco- 
lat  and  Rice,  be  desired  to  retail  the  Same  in  small  quantities 
untill  the  Town  shall  take  further  order  thereon 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  considered,  paragraph  by 
paragraph,  the  (piestion  was  put — whether  the  same  shall  be 
accepted  —  pass'd  in  tlie  afferujative 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  l)e  directed  and  impowered 
to  receive  all  tiie  Moneys  which  shall  be  borrowed  b}'  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  appointed  to  Collect  Subscriptions,  agreeable  to  the 
IJeport  of  tlie  foi-egoing  Committee  also 

[til8.]  Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  and  impowered  to  give  his  negotiable  Notes  cairying 
Interest,  and  payable  fi'om  three  to  Six  Months,  to  such  Persons 
as  shall  lend  tlie  'lown  INIoneys  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
Flour.  <Scv,  agreeal)le  to  the  foregoing  Report 

On  a  Motion  made.  Voted,  that  the  Committee  to  be  chosen  for 
the  purpose  of  borrowing  Moneys  and  purchasing  Flour,  and  con- 
sist of  Twelve  Persons  to  be  chosen  by  Ballot,  in  the  Afternoon 
Voted,  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourn'd  to  3.  O. Clock.  P:  M: 
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3  O. Clock  V.  M.   IMct  .•iceurilini:'  to   Adjoiiriiiiu'iit 
Tlie  Nott'S  for  :i  ('oiniiiittee  of  Twelve  Persons,  for  tlie  Purpose 
of  l»()rro\viii<ij  JNloiieys  pmcliasing  Flour  &c  were  brought  in,  and 
beiu<i  sorted,  it  appeared,  lliat 

John  Howe  l-'.sq'. 
M^  John  White 
W.  William  liant 

]\I^  Gii)lHns  Sharp  excused 

Sanniel  liarret   Ksrj". 
:\r.  Thomas  Wallv 
U\  Samuel  Ilendly  K^f. 
^V.  Isaac  Pierce  excused 

l\[^  John   Lucas 
M\  Thomas  Russell 
[219.]  Cap'.  Aniasa  Davis 

M'.  Daniel  IIul)banl 
were  chosen. 

Voted  that  tiiis  ]\Ieetin;j;'  be  Adjoui  lu'd  to  the  HI''.  Day  of  flan- 
uary  Ins',  and  tlie  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Saturday  16"'.  .January.  10.  ():  Clock  Forenoon  —  met  according 
to  Adjournment 

On  a  Motion  made  and  carried  tlie  Inlialiitants  wi^re  directed  to 
withilraw  and  bring  in  their  Votes  for  six  Persons  in  addition  to 
the  Committee  for  borrowing  Money  and  purchasing  Flour  et*^^  — 
the  Votes  being  brcjught  in  ami  sorted,  it  appean-d  that 

^P.  John  Sweetser 

]\r^  William  Foster 

jNIajor  Joseph  Webb 

Cap'.  Gustavus  Fellows 

'SV.  Samuel  JJreck 

.^I'.  Henderson  Inches 
were  chosen 

The  following  ^Memorial  and  Address  to  INIajor  (rcneral  Gates, 
was  laid  l)efore  the  Town,  agreeable  to  a  Motion  made  for  that 
Purpose  at  the  last  ^Meeting  —  \'iz'.  — 

To  the  Hon'''''.  Horatio  Gates  Fsq^  Major  General  and  Com- 
mamler  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  the  Eastern  Depait- 
ment  — 

The  Memorial  and  Addiess  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  'J'own  of 
lioston 

[220.]  The  Iidiabitauts  of  the  Town  of  Boston  beg  leave  to 
represent  to  you  Sir.  that  from  their  distresses  occasioned  by  tiie 
present  scarcity  of  Flour  and  Bread  Corn,  owing  in  a  great  INIeas- 
ure  to  the  Frabargo  laid  thereon  in  the  Southern  States,  a  large 
Sum  of  Money  has  been  subscribed  for  procuring  a  quantity 
thereof,  for  the  more  immediate  relief  of  the  Poor;  and  not  know- 
ing but  that  some  Flour  might  be  spared  from  the  Continental 
Stores,  which  have  been  augmented  from  the  Magazines  of  this 
State  ;  we  pray  you  Sir,  that  you  would  be  pleased  either  to  give 
directions  or  recommend  to  the  Connnissary  General  of  Supplies, 
the   favouring  us  with  the   loan   of   such  a  (juantity  thereof,  to  be 
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replac'd  in  a  short  Time,  as  vou  shall  .Tudge  may  be  spared 
wiihout  prejudice  to  the  Pnbliek  Service,  to  which  we  are  sensible 
every  private  or  partial  Interest  ought  to  give  place 

The  Town  take  this  opportunity  in  Publick  Town  Meeting 
Assembled,  to  express  their  high  satisfaction  in  seeing  this 
Military  Department  filled  by  a  Gentleman  who  thr".  the  favour 
of  Providence  has  acquired  such  uncommon  Glory  in  the  Field,  and 
whose  Services  has  been  so  happily  important  to  the  General  In- 
terest of  the  United  States  and  particularly  to  the  present  security 
of  the  Northern  Quarter,  and  in  whom  as  well  as  in  3'our  worthy 
Pretlecessor  iu  this  Department,  we  experience  the  amiable 
(pialities  of  a  good  Citizen,  combined  with  the  accomplishments  of 
the  Soldier  ;  from  whence  we  derive  the  most  pleasing  Assurances 
that  nothing  [3*-il.]  on  your  part  will  be  ommitted,  which  may 
conduce  to  tlie  relief,  the  peace  and  good  order,  as  well  as  the 
defence  of  the  Town 

Voted,  unanimously,  the  foregoing  Memorial  and  Address,  be 
attested  by  the  Town  Clerk,  and  that 

.John  Brown  Esq"^.  the  Moderator  of  this  Meeting  together  with 
.Tohu  Scollay  Esq"".  Samuel  Austin  Esq''.  Jonathan  Williams  Esq'. 
M'.  Harbottle  Dorr.  Cap'.  Gnstavus  Fellows,  Cap'.  John  Preston 
Deacon  Thomas  (Trenough,  M'".  Nathan  Frazier  and  Ezekiel  Price 
Esq"".  Selectmen  and  William  Cooper  Town  Clerk  be  a  Committee 
to  present  the  same  in  behalf  of  the  Town 

On  a  Motion  made,  that  the  Inhabitants  might  be  directed  to 
1)ring  in  their  Votes  for  four  Persons,  to  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  borrowing  Moneys  and  purchasiiig  Flour  &c  —  the 
Votes  for  four  Persons  were  accordingly  brought  in  and  sorted 
when  it  appeared,  that 

Isaac  Smith  Esq''. 
Nathaniel  Appleton  Es(j''. 
James  Bowdoin  Juu''.  Esq^ 
M^  John  Barret  Ju'. 
were  chosen 

On  a  INIotion,  Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  ap[)ointed,  for  the 
special  business  of  making  enquirey,  with  respect  to  some  Persons, 
who  lost  to  the  feelings  of  Huiiianity  are  at  this  Season  of  dis- 
tress, endeavouring  to  enrich  their  little  Selves  by  Monopolizing 
and  forestalling  the  Necessaries  of  Life  and  that  they  Report  at 
the  Adjournment  siu-h  Facts  as  thev  can  ascertain 
I'i'i'i.]  Voted,  that  Cap'.  John  Ballard 

M''.  John  Kennedy 
M^  Adam  Colson 
M''.  Moses  Grant 
M'.  Thomas  Uran 
M\  Joseph  Lovering 
M'.  Ebenezer  Edes 
be  and  hereby  are  appointed  n   Committee  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said 

On  a  Motion.  Voted,  that  the  Committee  of  Nine,  chosen  to 
consider  what  is  pro!)er  to  be  done  &c.   be  directed  to  prepare   a 
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A'otc  (k'niiiiig  tiie  [)OU-er  au'l  <luly  of   Uic   C'oiniiiittrc   :i|)|K)iiitc(l   to 
iioiTuw  Moiit'V  ;uul  piireliuse  Flour  i\:c — also 

N'oted,  that  said  (.'oiiiiiiiUee  of  NiiieUn-ii  Ik-  cU'sircd  to  [noccHd 
iiiuiU'diati'ly  in  procuring  Subscriptions,  and  purchasing  such 
ArticU's  as  they  may  Judge  for  tiio  Interest  of  the  Town 

Adjourned  to  Wechiesthiy  next  10.  ():  Clock  Forenoon  —  .Mi-L 
iiecording  to  Adjournment 

The  Counnittee  of  Nine,  ai>})ointed  to  consider  and  Ilt;i)ort  the 
Stei)s  proper  to  be  taken  under  tiie  present  alarming — scarcity  of 
Hread  Corn  and  to  prevent  the  furtiier  prc^gress  of  Monopoly  and 
Forestalling  having  Reported  in  [)art,  and  the  Town  having 
accepted  said  partial,  Report,  and  in  consequence  thereof  clujsen  a 
Comniittee  of  Nineteen  to  receive  Subscriptions  of  .Monies  to  l)e  paid 
into  the  hands,  of  ['-i*^3.]  The  Town  Treasurer,  for  the  Purpose  of 
purchasing  Flour  and  (irain — and  the  Town  having  referred  to 
this  Counnittee  to  consitler  of  proper  Powers  and  Instructions  to 
be  givt'ii  to  the  Counnittee  aforesaid,  in  older  to  their  adopting 
tl'.e  line  of  Conduct  intended  by  the  Town  in  their  ap[)ointment ; 
having  attended  that  service  beg  leave  to  Rept^rt  the  Iblh.wing 
Ct)nnnission 

To  the  Committee  for  receiving  Subscriptions,  and  ixuchusing 
Flour  and  Grain  A:c  — 

(ientlemen 

Taking  into  oui'  Serious  consideration  tlie  present  very  partial 
Supply  of  Flour,  (irain,  and  other  Necessaries  of  Life,  and  deeply 
affected  with  the  Melancholy  pros[)ect  of  these  3Iisiries,  which 
threaten  us  I'nless,  some  speedy  and  effectual  Pleasures  are 
Adoptt'd  to  ward  them  ol'f.  The  Jii/uibita^ds  of  the  Toirn  of  Boston, 
in  legal  Town  Meeting  Assembled,  rei)osing  special  Confidence  in 
your  Integrity,  Prudence,  and  Humanity,  have  made  chose  of  you 
as  their  Comniittee  for  the  sole  purpose  of  making  as  early  Provi- 
sion as  possible  of  the  aforementioned  Ailicles  of  Subsistence,  and 
selling  the  same  to  the  Inhabitants 

But  in  order  to  facilitate  3'our  Proceedings  in  said  eoncei-n,  and 
to  prevent  the  Artifices  of  Monopolizers  and  foi'estallers  from 
counteracting  your  salutary  puri)Oses  and  Measures,  we  have 
thought  pro|)er  to  give  and  do  hereby  give  you  t!>e  following 
Powers  and   Instructions,   \'i/.'. 

['i'-i4.J  You  are  in  the  first  place  iini)owered  and  directed  to 
0[)en  a  Subscription  for  raising  by  Loan  a  Sum  of  Money  adecpiate 
to  the  design  ;  the  same  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Town 
Tieasurer,  who  is  already  iinpowered,  and  is  herel)y  ordered  to  give 
his  Recepts  to  the  Subscribers  for  the  same,  payable  witii  Interest 
in  Six  Months  or  a  shorter  term,  not  less  than  three  .Alonths.  as 
may  be  by  them    limitted. 

And  you  are  further  impoweicd  to  draw  upon  said  Treasurer 
for  any  Sum  or  Sums  so  di'positt'd  with  him,  wlio  is  ordered  to  pa\' 
the  same  on  demand  ;  which  sum  (U-  Sums,  you  are  to  lay  out  by 
your  selves  or  agents  in  Flour  and  Grain,  as  you  shall  Judge  most 
conducive  to  the  Relit^f  of  the  Inhabitants;  under  their  present 
or  future  distresses,  said  Flour  and  (4rain  to  be  brought  as  soon  as 
possil)le   into   the    Towi:,  and   dei)osited   in    the  Granary  or  such 
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oilier  Store,  as  von  shall  Judge  most  couvenieut  under  the 
care  and  C'ondnct  of  Snch  Person,  or  Persons,  as  you  shall 
apiK)int  —  said  Flour  and  Grain  to  be  delivered  out  to  the  Inhab- 
itants, (tnd  to  tlicni  only  under  your  directions  at  the  Cost  and 
Charges  — 

The  IMoney  arising  from  tlie  Sale  thereof  you  are  to  deposit 
again  in  the  hand  of  the  Treasurer,  aforesaid,  Subject  to  yonr 
oecasional  drafts,  who  is  hereby  ordered  to  receive  and  pay  the 
Same  as  aforesaid.  —  and  you  are  iinpower'd  and  directed  to  lay 
said  INIoneys,  out  and  repay  them  to  the  Treasurer,  as  they  shall 
arise  from  ['^35.]  The  Sale,  in  the  manner  prescribed,  as  often 
as  the  time  limitted  for  the  repayment  of  them  to  the  Subscribers 
will  admit,  and  the  Necessities  of  the  Inhabitants  shall  in  your 
Judgement  require  — 

The  Charge  of  Agents  Comniissaries  Storekeepers  and  Clerks, 
of  Storage,  Expresses,  Transportation,  and  other  necessary  costs 
attending  your  purchases  and  Sales,  are  to  be  included  in  the 
price  at  which  you  shall  direct  the  Provisions  aforesaid  to  be 
sold. 

Y(ju  are  further  directed  to  keep  proper  Records  of  your  pro- 
ceedings under  this  Commission,  and  fair  accounts  of  the  Monies 
received  and  paid,  and  of  the  Provisions,  purchased  and  delivered, 
and  to  lay  the  same  before  the  Town,  when  called  for. 

And  as  occasion  may  require  the  interposition  and  assistance  of 
the  General  Assembly,  of  this  State,  you  are  impowered  and 
direct'd  to  make  such  application  for  such  purposes  as  to  you  may 
seem  proper  and  necessary  —  And  finally  to  do  all  such  matters 
and  things  and  in  such  sort  respecting  the  Premisses  and  the 
mode  and  Medium  of  purchases  not  heretofore  dischribcd  and 
limitted,  as  your  discretion,  or  that  of  any  Seven  of  you  which 
shall  be  a  (^)uorum  for  all  [)urposes,  shall  dictate 

Your  Committee  further  Report  that  [336.]  They  have  been 
favioured  with  a  true  Copy  of  the  Bill  now  pending  in  the  Great 
and  General  Court  for  i)reventing  Monopolies,  Forestalling  &c. 
and  Hatter  themselves,  that  if  compleated  according  to  its  design 
and  intended  improvements  it  will  answer  the  salutary  i)urposesof 
such  a  Bill  and  render  any  proceedings,  of  this  Town,  except  such 
as  uuxy  be  hail  in  legal  Acts  of  its  Execution  when  promulgated 
unnecessary,  and  they  therefor  recomend  a  Recommitment  of  that 
Article  of  the  Warrant  calling  this  ]Meeting  on  which  this  Clause 
of  their  Report  is  grounded  nntill   the   Adjournment 

The  foregoing  Rei)ort  having  been  duly  considered,  it  was 
Voted,  that  tlie  same  be  accepted,  and  that  a  fair  Copy  of  the 
Commission  to  the  Conunittee,  for  borrowing  and  purchasing  at- 
tested by  tlie  Town  Ch-rk  be  delivered  the  Chairman  of  said  Com- 
mittee 

The  Conunittee  aiipointed  to  present  the  Memorial  and  Address 
of  this  Town  to  the  llonb'"-'.  Horatio  Gates  Esq'.  Major  General 
and  Commander  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  the  Eastern 
Department — Reported  that  they  had  presented  said  Memorial 
and  Address,  and  received  the  following  Reply  which  they  now 
Uiv  l)efore  the  Town  V' iz'. 
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(if  utlcnion 

'I'lic  Provision  which  has  been  made  for  the  Relief 
of  the  Poor  of  Boslon  is  a  testiinoney  [ti!:^?.]  TJiat  vvatchfiill 
lienelicence,  which  has  cliaracterised  its  Inhaliitants  —  To  be  de- 
prived of  the  jNIeasnres  of  Immediately  forwartling  the  execution 
of  their  generit)us  Designs,  is  a  most  painfull  Situation,  wliieh 
affects  me  to  a  Degree,  which  their  own  Feelings  will  make  them 
Conceive  better  than  I  can  descrilie  ;  but  tiie  present  State  of  the 
pnblick  Stores  disables  me  from  indulging  the  Pleasure,  which  tlu' 
full  gratidcation  of  their  Heciuest  would  afford  me — I  shall  do 
every  thing  in  my  Power,  as  soon  as  the  expected  Supplies  arrives, 
to  Wince   [nA;  ?  evince]  the   Sincerity  of  this  Declaration. 

The  Politeness  with  which  in  Town  Meeting  tiiey  have  oxi»resse<l 
their  Satisfaction  in  seeing  me  at  the  Head  of  tiie  Kastern  De- 
jiartment,  is  to  me  an  additional  Motive  for  not  bt'ing  remiss  in 
uiy  Attention  to  i)rove  my  S<df,  on  all  Occasions  a  Citizen,  as  well 
as  a  Soldier. 

Providence  having  been  pleased  to  faviour  that  Part  of  the  Army 
which  the  Command  of  wiiich  I  was  interested,  against  our  En- 
emies, I  never  can  forget  iiovv  much  I  am  indebted  to  the  lutripid- 
ity  and  Fortitude  of  the  Ollicers  and  Soldiers  of  this  State,  for 
the  little  Reputation  I  may  have  acquired.  Cratitudeand  Human- 
ity will  urgi'  me  to  neglect  no  Op|)ortnnity  for  relieving  their  dis- 
tressed Kretheren,  whenever  it  shall  be  compatible,  with  the  good 
of  the  Service 

IIoKATIO    GaTKS 

[338.]  The  Committee  of  Nineteen  for  borrowing  Moneys, 
IMirchasing  Flour  <Scc.  having  acquainted  the  Town  that  they  were 
like  to  meet  with  tlilliculties,  on  account  of  the  late  Resolve  of 
Congress  respecting  certain  l-juissions,  of  Money  whereupon 
agreeable  to  a  Motion 

Voted,  that  tiie  consideration  of  this  Matter  be  referred  to  the 
Adjournment  of  this  Meeting,  and  that  said  Committee  be  desired 
to  proceed  in  procuring  Subscriptions,  and  to  report  the  State 
thereof  at  the  Adjournment. 

On  a  .Motion,  N'oted.  the  North  Doors  and  Windows  of  tlie 
Market,   be   put  up  by   the   Selectmen. 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that  the  Committee  who  i)rescnted 
the  Towns  Memorial  and  Address  to  General  Gates,  be  desired  to 
waite  upon  him  and  appoligize  for  the  purporting  [.v/c  ?  postponing] 
the  Printing  said  Address,  and  the  Generals  Reply,  for  a  short 
time,  that  our  P2nemies  might  [?  not^  take  the  advantage  of  being- 
acquainted  with   our  present  Necessities. 

Votetl,  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  Wednesday  Next  the 
21  Instant.   10.  O. Clock  Forenoon 

Wednesday  Jan^  -^7.  10.  (). Clock  A:  M:  Met  according  to 
.Vdjournment 

The  Committee  of  Nine  appointecl  to  consider  of  the  proper 
Steps  to  be  taken,  relative  to  the  Present  scarcity  of  Flour  tS:c. 
ac(|uainted  the  Inhabitants,  that  the  Rill  relative,  to  ^lonopolizers, 
asid   [33D.]    Forestalleis,  was  still  [)ending  in   the   (Jeneral  As- 
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semblv,  which  previMits  their  making  Report  on  Matter  at  this 
Adjounnnent  but  they  hoped  tiiey  n)ight  be  able  to  do  it  at  tiie 
next   Adjournment 

The  Committee  of  Nineteen  appointed  to  borrow  Moneys,  and 
purchase  Fh)ur,  itc  Reported  Verbeally  — That  they  had  constantly 
attended  to  the  l)usiuess  of  their  appointment ;  and  have  already 
made  sum  Contracts  for  Flour  in  the  Country,  and  are  like  soon 
to  have  a  Sui)ply  for  the  Inhabitants  — that  they  had  received  such 
assistance  from  General  Gates  as  will  greatly  facilitate  the  entra- 
ducing  into  this  State  the  Flour  wanted — •  that  they  had  already 
procured,  Subscrij)tions  for  about  Twenty  thousand  Pounds,  Cur- 
I'cnt  IMonies,  which  is  to  be  paid  immediately 

'I'he  Committee  of  Seven  api)ointed  to  maiie  enquire}'  relative  — 
to  Monopolizers,  and  —  Acquaint  the  Town  that  they  were  not 
able  to  make  Report  at  this  Adjournment,  agreeable  to  the  Injunc- 
tions of  the  Town,  though  they  have  carefully  attended  to  the 
biiisiuess  assigned  them,  but  expect  they  shall  be  ready  to  make 
Report  at  the  Next    ]\Ieeting 

On  a  Motion  made,  N'oted,  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to 
Tuesday  next  the  2''.  of  February  10.  OClock  Forenoon 

And  the  INIeeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned. 

February  2''.  Tuesday  1<>.  O. Clock  Forenoon  Met  according  to 
Adjournment 

[*^3().]  The  C'ommittee  of  Nine  appointed  to  consider  of  the 
proi)er  Steps  to  be  taken  relative  to  the  present  scarciety  of  Flour 
&c  Reported  —  That  amendments  had  been  made  in  the  Monopoly 
Bill  now  pending  ju  the  General  Assembly  ;  but  as  it  was  still 
under  the  Revision  of  the  Court,  they  were  not  now  able  to  give 
their  Sentiments  thereon  to  the  Town  Meeting 

Tlie  Committee  of  Nineteen  appointed  foi'  the  purpose  of  bor- 
rowing Moneys  by  Subscription  and  purchasing  Flour  etc  ac- 
quainted the  Town  that  they  were  now  only  able  to  inform  hem 
that  a  Person  had  been  already  dispatched  to  the  Northward  to 
secure  some  Flour,  in  that  (juarter 

The  Connuittee  of  seven  appointed,  to  Enquire  into  the  Con- 
duct of  Forestallers  Engrossers  and  Mono[)olizers,  and  to  ascer- 
tain Facts — Repoi'ted  in  part 

That  on  or  about  the  fourteenth  of  January  last,  Matthew^  Fair- 
service  i)ui-chased  a  quantity  of  Rum  and  Sugai-  at  Salem  and 
JNIarblehead  that  he  gave  forty  Pounds  for  the  Sugar  p  Hundred, 
and  thirteen  Dollars  p  Gallon  for  the  Rum 

That  about  the  same  time  John  Fairservice  purchased  a  large 
quantity  of  Sugar,  for  which  he  says  he  gave  £45.  —  and  £47. 
10/ P  hundred,  and  sold  them  for  XTxS.  —  p  hundred  which  gave 
him  an  extravagant  Profit  of  £10:  10/  and  £13.  —  p  hundr'd  ; 
which  ol)liges  the  Poor  Consumer  to  i)ay  a  still  [331.]  Greater 
price  to  the  Retailer,  by  means  of  which  engrossing  your  Com- 
mittee look  upon  the  Town  greatly  injured 

Tiiat  one  Sampson  Reed  a  Stranger  is  suspected  of  Engrossing 
and  Forestalling  the  Necessaries  ^:)f  Life  — that  in  a  particular 
Manner  he  has  monopolized  a  great  quautitv  of  Glass,  for  a  Con- 
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siderable  (]uanlitv  <)(  wiiicli  lie  did  not  give  £'M). — p  I>ox  and 
sold  it  for  £100  —  p  Box  — tliat  he  has  liad  twenty  four  Boxes  of 
Window  Glass  in  halves,  some  of  whieli  he  has  sold  for  ten  Shil- 
lings a  Square,  to  the  gieat  determent  of  the  Community 

That  your  Committee  are  seeking  proof  against  Sundry  others, 
and  shall  be  ready  to  Report  at  an  Adjournment  or  some  future 
Meeting 

JOIIX    1)AM.AK1) 

'I'he  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  Considered,  it  was 
\'oted,  tiuit  the  same  be  accepted,  and  that  the»said  Committee  of 
Seven  be  desired  to  proceed  in  the  Business  assigned  them  by  the 
Town  and  that  they  do  Report  at  tiie  next  Meeting  what  Ste[)s 
they  may  Judge  it  will  be  In'st  for  the  Town  to  take  with  such 
Persons  as  are  found  guilty  of  JMonopoii/.ing  &c.  on  a  Motion, 
Noted  that  all  matters  and  things  which  remaine  unfinished  at  this 
Meeting  be  referred  over  to  the  next  Town  Meeting,  then  to  be 
acted  upon 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved. 

[2rJ2.]  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Boston  duely  (pialifled  and  legally  Warned, 
in  l^ublick  Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Kaneuil  Hall  on  Fryday 
tiie  19"'  Day  of  February  Anno  Domini  177;t  — .">.  O'Clock  I'.'m/ 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  l)ring  in  their 
Votes,  for  a  INIoderator  of  this  Meeting,  and  the  same  being 
brouglit  and  sorted,  it  Appear'd  that 

John  Brown  Esq'' 
was  chosen  unanimously 

The  Committee  of  Seven  a[)pointed  to  niMke  enquirey  relative  to 
Fore  Stallers  and  Monopolizers  —  Report  further — That  Two  of 
the  Connnittoe  Viz'.  Lovering  and  Fdes,  hearing  that  M'.  "William 
Foster,  had  purchased,  among  other  Articles,  eight  liarrels  of 
Flour  for  the  benelit  of  tlie  Town,  as  he  said  at  £1;")  —  p  :uul 

that  after  the  Teamster  had  sold  it  to  him,  the  said  Teamster,  after- 
wards, sold  it  again  to  a  Person  not  an  Inhabitant  of  this  Town, 
for  twenty  two  Pounds  p  hundred  ;  the  above  Lovering,  and  Fdes, 
enquiring  into  the  case  found  it  to  be  true  whereupon  they  ad- 
vised and  directed  the  Teamster,  to  carry  it  from  along  side  the 
Vessel,  on  board  of  which  it  was  going  to  ]\P.  Fostei's,  Store 
which  was  accordingly  done  February  5"'.  1779 

['^iiii.]  The  Committee  hearing  of  One  Williams,  who  h:id 
been  an  Fngrosser  and  that  a  Deposition  had  ))een  taken  relative 
to  tlie  same,  obtained  the  sight  tliereof  which  is  as  follows  \'iz'. 

Boston  Decern',  29"'.  177S. 

I  Joshua  Hubbard  Peruke  Maker  testify  and  declare  that  on 
Saturday  last  the  26  Day  of  Decendier  Currant,  I  was  employed 
by  Sanuiel  "Williams,  of  Roxbury,  as  an  Assistant  in  disposing  of 
his  Meat  in  Boston  Market,  and  was  with  him  from  the  l)eginning 
ol"  the  Sale,  untill  he  sold  the  whole  of  his  Marketting,  and  was 
present  when  he  counted  the  Monej'  over  in  order  to  determine 
what  profits   he  made   in   tlie  Course  of  the  Day,  and    lieard   him 
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say,  that  out  of  four  liiindred  and  fifty  Dollars,  he  was  then  pos- 
sessed of,  he  on  that  Day  cleared  two  hnndred  Dollars  his  Load 
that  he  brought  witli  him,  having  cost  him  but  one  hundred  and 
fifty  Dollars^  and  added  I  have  got  a  damned  sight  of  Money 

On  the  ninth  of  February  the  Committee  had  information,  that 
one  Dowse,  and  one  Daniel  Cane  Bakers,  had  purchased  some 
Flour  and  sold  it  again  to  other  Eai<er's  for  an  advanced  price,  to 
the  detriment  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town,  the  Committee  required 
their  Attendance  the  Same  Day  and  they  accordingly  come,  when 
they  weare  asked  the  following  Questions  Viz'. 

Q —     ^r.  Dowse  have  yon  bought  any  Flour  lately 
A:      Yess  I  have  bought  some  Rye  and  Wheat  [^34.]  Flour, 
for  which    I  gave  £17.  10/  and  £l.s-  p  hundred  and  sold  it  to  M'. 
Hart  Baker  for  £20  p  cwt. 

Q.     Have  you  now  practized  giving  a  higher  price  for  Flour  than 
other  Bakers 
A.     No 

M'.  Dowse  then  said  that  M'.  Henry  Bass  come  to  him  and 
offered  him  Flour  for  £20  — p  cwt.  for  Money  out  of  Circulation, 
that  he  purchased  3  Bills  :  for  that  Sum,  and  Sold  it  for  the  Same 
price  for  good  Money  —  He  further  said  that  M"".  Bass  asked  him 
but  £14 —  p  cwt.  a  few  days  before. 

(l-     JNl'.  Daniel  Cane  have  you  bought  any  Flour  lately  — 
A.     Yess.  I  bought  of  M'.  Henry  Bass  Eight  Barrels  of  Flour 
for  £18  — p  cwt  and  sold  it  to  M''.  Hart  for  £20  —  p  cwt. 

They  were  then  both  asked  why  they  did  not  Bake  it,  their 
Answer  was  because  they  got  a  higher  Piofit  for  selling  it — The 
Committee  then  desired  they  would  refi'ain  from  such  practices, 
and  they  promised  they  Would  — 

The  Committee  have  observed  the  extravagant  price  of  Fish, 
asked  by  the  Fishermen  at  the  Town  Dock  ;  and  would  recommend 
that  some  Step's  may  be  taken  by  the  Town  for  regulating  the 
price  of  that  necessary  Article  of  Life  ;  especially  as  Fishermen 
from  the  Neighbouring  Towns,  who  have  come  in  with  their  Fish 
and  sold  them  at  a  moderate  rate  have  had  their  Riggen  &c  cut  to 
pieces  in  the  Night  time,  and  their  Fish  thrown  into  the  Docks  by 
some  evil  minded  Persons  —  Upon  the  whole  the  Committee  beg 
['^155.]  to  Report,  that  it  was  their  Opinion,  that  the  Names  of 
all  who  ai'C  found  guilty  of  Monopolising  the  Necessaries  of  Life, 
sliould  be  held  up  to  publick  View  but  since  the  Mono{)olizing  Act 
is  now  in  force,  the  Committee  humbly  submit  their  Opinion  to  the 
Consideration  of  the  Town. 

John  Ballakd  Chairman 
The   foregoing  Report  having    been    received    and    considered. 
Voted,  that  tiie  same  be  acci'pted  —  also 

Voted  that  the  thanks  of  tiie  Town  be  and  are  hereby  given  to 
the  Connnittee  aforesaid  for  their  diligent  and  faithfull  discharge 
of  their  duty 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  "  To  make  choice  if  the  Town 
shall  Judge  proper  of  a  Number  of  Persons,  not  exceeding  Twelve 
to  be  inspectors  of  the  ^Market  &c  agreeable  to  a  late  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  tliis  State,  Entitl'd  an  Act  against  Monopohi 
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and  ForeslaUiiiij  was  irad  and  considered — as  also  tlie  Act  afore 
iiiention'd 

In  a  Motion  made  \'oted,  that  the  Town  hereb\'  express  their 
hi^est  disapprobation  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Persons  Re|)orted  by 
till'  Couiniittee  of  seven  as  ]Mono|)oli;'.ers  and  Forestallers,  and  that 
thi'V  will  i)roeeed  with  after  Offenders  <jf  this  kind  us  their  Offcii- 
cies  may  deserve,  and  the;  Laws  will  Justify 

Voted,  to  proceed   to  the  choice  oi   a  Committee  of   Inspection, 
agreeable,  to  the  Allowance  of   a  late  Act  of  the  Ceneral  Assem- 
blv  and  that  the  Committee  Consist  of  twelve  Persons 
'[t536.]      V(jted,  that  Cap'.  .lolm  liallard 

-M'.  John  Kennedy 

]\r.  Adam  Colson 

^I'.  Moses  Cirant 

J\P.  Thomas  Iran 

^V.  Joseph  Lovering 

M^  Benjamin  Edes 

M\  Samuel  Ruggles 

yV.  Kichard  Huiinewell 

M^  Josei)h  Shed 

'SV.  Jacob  Roads 

Ca[)'.  Alexander  AN'illson 
be  a  Connnittee  for  the  pur[)ose  aforesaid 

Voted,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Town  be  given  to  John  Brown 
Ks(l'.    Moderator  of  this  Town  Meeting   for  his  good  Services 
Then  the  Meetiuij;  was  dissolved. 


At  a  fleeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  (pialified  and  legally  warned  in  i)nlilick 
Town  fleeting  Assembleil  at  Faneiiil  Hall  on  Fryday  the  .')"'.  Day 
of  March  Anno  Domini  177'J 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  read 

The  Ilonb"^^:  .John  Hancock  I'lscj'.  was  chosen  .Moderator  of  this 
.Meeting  by  a  unanimous  Vote 

[*w3T.]  The  Connnittee  appointed  by  the  Town  the  .">  of 
Marcli  last  to  ajiply  to  a  proper  Gentleman  to  deliver  an  Oration 
the  ')'''.  of  March  Instant,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  horred 
Massacre,  perpetrated  on  the  Evening  of  the  o"'.  of  March  1770 
by  a  Party  of  Soldiers  under  the  (Command  of  Cap'.  Tiiomas 
Pr(!St()n  of  the  2!)"'.  Regiment  Reported 

That  having  met  together  for  the  pui-poses  mentioned  in  the 
Towns  Votes  they  had  unanimously  made  choice  of  Col".  William 
Tuder  to  deliver  an  Oration  on  the  o"'.  of  March  Inst':  who  had 
according  accepted  of  that  service 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  r(>ad  by  the  Town  Clerk  one 
of  the  Committee,  the  (Question  was  put  —  \\  iietlier  the  same  shall 
be  accepted  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

F|)on  a  Motion  made  the  Town  took  into  consideration,  what 
would  l)e  the  best  time  to  have  the  Oration  pronounced  ;  as  also 
what  place  would  be  most  suitable  for  the  purpose  —  whereu|)on 

Voted,  that  the  Oration  be  delivered  at  Pi  O'Clock  at  the  Old 
Brick  Meeting  House,  the  Hall  not   being  Capacious  enough  to  re- 
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ccivc    the    Inhabitants    that    Attended    upon   the   Occasiou  —  the 
Committee  of  that  Society  having  before  consented  that  the  Meet- 
ing House,  should  be  made  use  of,  for  said  purpose 
[3i5S.]      \'oted,  that  John  Lowell  Esq'. 

Col'\  Nathan'.  Barber 
Cap'.  John  IJallard 
be  a  Committee  to  waite  on  Col".  William  Tuder  Esq^  and  ac- 
quaint him  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  T<j\vn,  that  the  Oration  may- 
be delivered  at  the  Old  Brick  Meeting  House.  12  O'Clock  this  Day 
^'oted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  order  the  several  Bells 
in  the  Town  to  be  tolled  for  lialf  an  Hour,  beginning  at  one  quai-- 
ter  of  an  Hour  after  'J.  O'Clock 

Voted,  that  this  INIeeting  be  Adjourned  to  the  Old  Brick  Meet- 
ing House  —  at  12  O'Clock  Forenoon 

The  Town  met  according  to  Adjournment  12.  O. 'Clock,  at  the 
Old  Brick  Meeting  House 

The  Conniiittee  appointed  to  waite  upon  William  Tuder  Esq"",  to 
acquaint  him  with  the  Vote  of  the  Town  respecting  the  time  and 
place  for  the  delivery  of  an  Oration — Reported  —  That  said 
Gentleman  was  ready  to  comply  with  the  Orders  of  the  Town 

An  Oration  to  commemorate  the  liorred  Massacre  of  the  Fifth 
of  March  1770  —  and  to  impress  upon  the  Minds  of  the  Citizens, 
the  ruinous  tendency  of  Standing  Amies,  being  placed,  in  Free 
and  Populous  Cities  &c.  was  deliver'd  by  William  Tuder  P^sq'.  to 
a  Large  and  Crouded  Audience,  and  received  by  tbem  with  great 
Applause 

[331).]     On  a  Motion  made  and  Seconded 
Voted,  that  the  Honb'^  John  Hancock  Esq"'. 
William  Cooper 
M\  Barth".  Kneeland 
Perez  INIorton  Elscf . 
John  Lowell  Esq''. 
Ezekiel  Price  Esq'". 
John  ScoUay  Esq''. 
William  Tuder  Esq''.  [.s«c] 
])e  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  Waite  upon  William 
Tudor  Esq'',  and  in  the  Name  of  the  Town  to  thank  him  for  the 
Spirited  and  elegant  Oration  deliver'd  by  him  at  their  request,  in 
commemoration  of  the  horred   Massacre  perpetrated  on  the  Even- 
ing of  the  5'".  of  March  1770.  by  a  party  of  Soldiers  of  the   2!>'\ 
Regiment  under  the  Command  of  Cap'.  Thomas  Preston,  and  to 
request  of  him  a  Copy  thereof  for  the  Press. 
On  a  Motion  made  and  Secondi'd 
Voted,  that  the  Hou'^''-'.  John  Hancock  Esq"". 
William  ('ooper 
M'".  Barth".  Kneeland 
Perez  Morton  Esq'. 
John  Lowell  Esq'. 
Ezekiel  Price  P'.sq'. 
John  Scollay  Es(j'. 
William  Tudor  Esq''. 
be  and  hereby  are   appointed    a   Committee    to   apply  to   a   proi)er 
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OentlcMiuiii,  to  (lilivLT  iin  Oiatiuu  on  the  ;')'''.  of  March  next  to  pcr- 
j)etuate  the  Memory  of  the  horred  Massacre  perpetrated  on  the 
iMeninii  of  the  .")"'.  of  March  1770  l)y  a  party  of  Soldiers  of  the 
!';»'.  Regiment  [ti-lO.]  I  nder  tin-  Command  of  Cap'.  Thomas 
Preston  ;  and  to  im[)ress  ii|)on  oiii-  Minds,  the  ruinous  tendency'  of 
Standing'  Armies,  being  placed,  in  Free  and  [topulous  Cities  in  a 
time  of  peace  ;  and  the  Necessety  of  such  uobic;  Kxertious.  in  all 
future  times;  as  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  then  made,  whereby 
the  Designs  of  tiie  Consperators  against  the  rublick  Peace,  may  be 
still  frustrated 

Tlien  the  Meeting  was  dissolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  qualilied  and  legally  wiirned  in  publick  Town 
Meeting  Assembled  at  Faueuil  Hall  on  Monday  the  8"".  Day  of 
March  Anno,  Domini    1771) 

Pra3'er  was  made  by  the  Rev'':    iNI'.  Clark 
Warrant  for  calling  tiie  Meeting  —  read 

Sundry  Laws  enjoined  to  he  read  at  this  Meeting  were  accord- 
ingly read 

The  llou'".  dohn  Hancock  Ks(|'.  was  chosen  Moderatoi-  of  tliis 
Meeting  by  a  unanimous  \'ote,  and  took  his  Seat  accordingly 

M'.  William  Cooper  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  for  the  Year  en- 
suing, and  took  the  Oath  of  Ollice  for  the  faithfull  discluirge  of 
his  duty,  which  Oath  was  administr'd  by  M'.  Justice  (ireenleaf 

[241.]     The  Town  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  Nine  Selectmen, 
and  the  Votes  being  brought  in  and  sorted,  it  appeared  that 
John  ScoUay  Fsq'. 
M^  Samuel  Austin 
Cap*.  Gustavus  Fellows 
M^  Ilarbottle  Dorr 
Deacon  Thomas  (ireenoiigh 
Jonathan  Williams  Escj'. 
Cap'.  John    Preston 
M'.  Nathan  Frazier 
Fzckiel  Price   Fsq'. 
were  chosen  Selectmen  for  the  Year  ensuing 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  tlieir  Votes  for  a  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence, Inspection  and  Safety  and  upon  sorting  them  it 
appeared  that 

Nathaniel  Rarber  Fs(]''. 
M'.  Ebenezer  Dorr 
Cap'.  Gustavus  Fellows 
M^  John   Winthrop 
Cap'.  Amasa  Davis 
M'.  .Tohn  Lowell 
Cap'.  John  Simpkins 
Joseph  Webb  Ksq^ 
Ebenezer  Hancock  Esq''. 
Andrew  Symms  Es(f. 
M'.  Sau'.uel  Ruggles 
M'.  Sarson   lielcher 
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where    chose    :i    Coiniuittec    of    Conespondence,   Inspection,  and 
Safety  for  tlie  Year  ensuing 

[34*^.]     The  Inhabitants   brought  in   their    Votes  for   Twelve 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared,  that 
The  Hon'''^  WilUani  PhiUips  Esq^ 

Isaac  Smith  Esq''. 

M'.  Jonathan  Mason 

Cap'.  Samuel  Partridge 

M'.  Samuel  AVhitwell 

M-^.  John  White 

Edward  Proctor  Esq'. 

William  Powell  Esq'. 

M'.  John  Sweetser  Jun"^. 

Samuel  Barret  I^sq'. 

M'.  Samuel  Hews 

M''.  Nichohis  Bowes 
were  chosen  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the  year  ensuing. 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  Votes  for  twelve  Wardens,  and 
upon  sorting  them  it  appeared  that 

Cap*^.  Amasa  Davis 

M'.  John  Lucas 

Maj' .  Thomas  JMelvil  —  excused 

M'.  John  liigersol 

M'.  Simeon  Eliot 

M'.  Cornelius  Thayer 

M"^.  Joseph  Kettle" 

M'.  John  K.  Sigourney 

M'.  John  Jenkins 

M"^.  Samuel  Conant 

M''.  Joseph  Ford 

Cap'.  Nath'.  Fellows 
were  chose  Wardens  for  the  Year  ensuing 

[343.]     The  Jiihabitants   brought   in   their  Votes  for  Sixteen 
Fire  Wards,  and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared  that 

John  Scollay  Esq^ 

William  Cooper 

Edward  Proctor  Esq'". 

Francis  Shaw  Esq^ 

Cap'.  .John  Pulling 

Ebenezer  Hancock  Esq''. 

Paul  Keviere  Esq\ 

Andrew^  Syms  Esq"". 

Maj^  .Joseph  Webb 

M\  John  Winthrop 

M".  Thomas  Tileston 

Cap'.  ( Justavus  Fellows 

Cap'.  .John  Ballard 

Caleb  Davis  Escj'. 

M'.  John  Lowell 

I\P.  Tiiomas  Melvil 
were  chosen  (ire  Wards  for  the  Y'ear  ensuiuir. 
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The  Inhabitants  bron'jlit  in  their  \'ot('.s  for  a  Town  Treasurei', 
and  npon  sorting  tiirni  it  appeared  tiiat 

David  .letl^^ries  Ksq'. 
was  chosen  'lown  Treasnrer  for  the  Year  ensning. 

\'otes  for  a  Comity  Treasnrer  l)ronght  in,  and  being  sealed  up  in 
Town  Meeting  were  delivered  to  M'.  Constable  liennet  to  be  by 
him  retnrned  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  at 
their  Next  Meeting 

[!:^44.]     Adjourned  to  .■').  O. Clock  in  the  AfterncxMi 

.')  O'clock  P;  M:     Mot  according  to  Adjournment 
Major  Kdwaid  Cai'nes 
was  chosen  a  Surveyor  of   Hemp  :   for  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess'".  John  I>ulfincli 

Edward  Hanger 

Benjamin  White 

.lames  HIake 

John  Min/.ey 

James  Rogers 

Uriah  Norcross 

William  Moor 

Joseph  Ballard 

John  Champuey 

John  Bell 

Moses  May 

William  Todd 

Nathaniel  Jenkins 

Joseph  Butler 

Thomas  Urau 

Abraham  Howard 

Moses  Avres 

Henry  lilaisdel 

Clement  Collins  Jnn"'. 
where  chosen  .Surveyers  of  Boards  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess''.  Uriah  Norcross 

Josei)li  Daniels 

Samuel  Dyer 

William  Clough 

Nathaniel  Wales 
were  chose  Fence  Viewers  for  the  Year  ensuing 
[*^45.]      Mess^^  John  Gray 

Samuel  Bangs 

Isaac   Bird 

Moses  Bradley 
where  chose  Sealers  of  Leather  for  the  Year  ensuing 

j\P.  Adam  Colson 
was  chosen  an  Infornu-r  of   Deer  for  y''.  Year  ensuing 
Mess''.  .Toshua  Pico 

.Job  Wheelwright 

Benjamin  Barnard 

John  Owen 

Sanuiel   Ileylcy 
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Jdsepli  Dyer 

William  C'orbit 

Israel  Cook 

Nathan  Spear 

Menassah  Masters 

-Josepli  Hammat 
wliere  clioseii  ("ullars  of  Staves  for  the  Year  eustiing 
Mess'".  Samuel  Curtis 

Charles  Simpson 

J)enjamin  Wheeler 
were  chose  Hooreeves  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess'",  (leorge  Hamlin 

Isaack  Tnckermau 

were  chose  Ilavwanls  for  the  Year  ensuing- 
Ward 
Mess".  .lohu  Clough  1 

Nathaniel  Baker  2 

Nath'.  Hitchburne  3 

[246.]  Freeman  Pulsipher  4 

James  Adams  5 

]Moses  Bradley  6 

Daniel  Perry'  7 

Jeremiah  Webb  8 

Daniel  Parks  9 

Thomas  (Jreen  10 

Thomas  Wheeler  11 

Ebenezer  Perry  12 

were  chose  [Scavingers]  for  the  Year  ensuing 

The  Selectmen 
were  chose  Surveyors  of  high  Wayes  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Jonathan  Williams  Esq''. 
M''.  John  Sweetser 
M''.  John  White 
were  chose  Purchasers  of  Grain  for  the  Yeai'  ensuing,  and  they 
are  desired  and  im})owered  to  give   all  needfull   direction  to  the 
Keei)er  of   the   Granary,  respecting   the  quantity  of   Grain  to  be 
sold,  and  afHxing  the  ])rices  thereof   from  time  to  time  as  occa- 
sion shall  require,  and  the  said  Committee  are  desired  and  directed 
to  cause  all  tiie  Grain   belonging  to  the  Town  to  be  ground  at  the 
New   Mills  near  tlie  Milll)ridgc 

JNIess".  .lohn  Lucas 

Edward  Edes 
Avere  chose  Surveyors  of  W^licat  for  the  Year  ensuing  ' 

['-^47.]  Mess'''.  Thomas  Green 

John  Skiner 
were  chosen  Assay  INIasters  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess''\  Thomas  Walley 
1^1  lis  Gray  Esq''. 
Ebene/er  Hancock  Esq^ 
Thomas  Dawes  Esq'. 
Ebenezer  Storer  Esq''. 
be   and    they   hereby  are    ap[)ointed  a  Committee    to   Audit   the 
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Accompts  of  David  Jt'lTriis  V.-^ii'.  'I'reasuri'r,  and  also  tlie  .Ve- 
coinpts  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  tlie  said  Committee  are 
impowered  when  they  shall  Audit  said  Accomptis  to  allow  siieh  of 
the  Overseers  as  shall  Advance  Money,  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor, 
Interest  on  all  such  Suras  from  the  Time  so  advanced,  untill  they 
sliall  have  Audited  said  Accompts;  and  tliey  are  also  desired  to 
Ixwjjort  from  tin)e  to  time  a  State  of  the  Treasuier,  res[)Octing 
i)t'l)ts  and  Credit,  and  on  any  matters,  that  they  may  tiiink 
propel'  — 

rpon  a  Motion  made  the  (^)iiestion  was  put  Whether  Collectors 
(if  Taxes  shall  be  chose  seperate  from  Constaljles  —  Passed  in 
the  Affermative 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that 

Calel)  Davis  Esl|^ 

KUis  (J ray  Ks(j'. 

M'.  .lohu  Lowell 
be  a  Committee  to  enquire  respecting'  the  |)ayments  made   bv  the 
Collectors,  into  the  State,  County,  and   'I'own   Treasurers,    and   to 
make  Report  as  soon  as  may  be 

[ti4S.]      The  Town   brought   in   their    \'(>tes   for    twelve  Con- 
stables,  the   following  Persons  were  chosen   \'i//. 
3Iess''\  John  Hennet 

ISenjamiii  (  lark 

Daniel  Parks  • 

.lohn  Lambert  excused 

Samuel  Sumner  excused 

Oliver  Wiswell  excused 

.b)hn  Jepsou 

Pool  Spear 

Thomas  Allen 

Thomas  (ii'een 

Francis  Bigelow 

John  Daveison 
The  Inhabitants  brought  in   their  \'<)tes    for  Seven   Assessors, 
and  upon  sorting  them  it  appear'd  that, 

Deacon  Jonathan  Brown 

( ivies  Harris  Ksq'. 

Deacon  Thomas  Foster 

AP.  (ieorge  P>.  Geduey 

M'.  Samuel  Dyer 

>P.  Sanniel  Ruggles  declines 

M'.  John  Pullinu 

>P.  ^L)ses  >Liy 
were  chose  Assessors  foi'  the  Year  ensuing 

Voted  that  the  Assessors  be  and  hereby  are  impowered,  and 
directed  to  set  for  Abatement  of  such  Taxes,  as  they  shall  Judge 
reasonable  on  every  Day  of  the  [ti4i>.]  Month  following  the 
delivery  of  the  Tax  Bt)oks,  to  the  Collectors,  Lords  Days  ex- 
cepted, and  no  longer,  saving  that  they  be  allowed  to  set  the  two 
last  Weeks  in  November  for  the  Abatement  of  the  Taxes  of  such 
Persons  as  had  not  an  opj)ortunity  of  applying  in  the  aiiove  lim- 
ited time,  bv  reason  of  their  beinif  out  of  the  State  ;  at  which  time 
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they  are  also  allowed  and  impowered  to  abate  the  Taxes  of  such 
rersons  as  may  have  died  Jii.solveut  before  the  last  day  of  No- 
vember 

On  a  Motion  \'oted,  that 

John  Lowell  Esq'. 
P^llis  Gray  Esq'. 

Caleb  Davis  Esq'.  • 

pjzekiel  Price  Esq"^. 
Samuel  Barrett  Es(f. 
bo  a  Committee  to  devise  some  way,  whereby  the  Assessors  may 
be  enabled  to  levey  the  Taxes  in  a  more  equitable  manner 
Tlie  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'. 

To  consider  tlie  request  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  that  some 
effectual  Measures  may  be  taken  for  the  immediate  supply  of  the 
Alms  House  with  such  Articles  as  are  absolutely  necessary  to  Sup- 
port the  Poor,  of  which  they  are  at  present  almost  totally  desti- 
tute", was  read  —  whereiq)on 

V^oted,  that  David  .Jeffries  Esq^ 

Cap'.  Gustavus  Eellows 
Cap'.  Amasa  Davis 
Caleb  Davis  Esq'. 
M^  .Joseph  Barrel 
[3i>0.]       Be  a  Committee  to   take  this  Matter  into    considera- 
tion,  and  l\ei)(>rt  <is  soon  as  may  be,   what  is    best  to    be    done 
therein 

Voted,  that  this  IMeeting  be  Adjourn'd  to  Wednesday  next  9. 
O'clock,  in  the  l^'orenoon 

Wednesday  the  10"'.  Day  of  March  9.  O. Clock.  Eorenoon.  Met 
according  to  Adjournment 

The  Town  Inought  in  their  \'otes  for  the  following  l*ersous  were 
chose  Clarks  of  tlie  Market  for  the  Year  ensuing — Viz'. 
Mess".  I^uke  Baker 

William  Prentice 
Robinson  Crocker 
Oliver  Brewster 
John  Bright 
J*]lisha  Sigoney 
.John  Coolidge 
out  of  Town  Daniel  Sears 

d".         Cap'.  Gowen  Brown 
d".  William  Knox 

.lolui  Procter 
William  ScoUay 
Tiie  Town  brought  in  tlieir  \'otes  for  one  Warden  in  the  room 
of  one  wlio  had  dectiincd  serving,  when  it  appeared 

M'.  Benjamin  Sunnier, lu'.  was  chosen  a  Warden  for  the  Year 
ensuing 

Tiie  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  To  consider  of  the  Petition  of 
tiie  Masters  of  the  Writing  Schools,  that  they  may  be  further 
considered  with  respect  [r^51.]  To  their  past  Services",  was 
read,  whereupon 
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Voted,  tli:it  yV.  .losi'i-li  l>:iir('l 
Pciez  M(ntoii  Esq"". 
l'"Jlis  (iray  Ks(j'. 
Cap'.  Aiiiasa  Davis 
>F.  Thomas  Walley 
be  a  Committee  to  take  up  the  Sclioolma.ster's  Petitions,  and  Repoit 
at  the  Adjournment,  what  aUowaueies  they  shall  .Judge  to  be  Ade- 
quate for  their  past  services 

The  Committee  a[)|)ointed  to  enquire  respecting  the  Payments 
made  by  the  Collectors  into  the  Town  County,  and  State  'rreasu- 
rit's  —  Repent — the  State  of  their  several  payments  into  the  re- 
s|)ective  Treasuries  out  of  the  Sums  they  had  committed  to  them 
to  Collect  the  past  Year  —  as  the  Ivej)ort  on  the  lile  will  more 
fully  appear 

On  a  Motion  made  \'oted  that 

I\P.  Joseph  Harrel 

IVrez  iMoiton  Esq\ 

Kllis  (Jray  Esq^ 

Cap'.  Amasa  Davis 

1\P.  Thomas  Walley 

a  Committee  to  whom   the  Writing  Masters  Petitions.  — be  also 

desired  to  Report  what  they  shall  .Judge  to  he  a  suitable  Premium 

for  Collecting  the  Taxes  the  ensuing  Year 

The   Inli:d)itants  brought  in   their  Votes  for  four  Collectors  of 
J'axes  and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared  that  — 
[^o**.]         Mess".  .Josiah  Torrey 

Fiancis  Law  Es(j'. 
Benjamin  Sumner  .Tu'. 
James  Thompson 
were  chose  Collectors  of  Taxes  for  the  Y'eai-  ensuing. 
The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'. 

To  consider  the  request  of  a  iHinil)er  of  the  Inhabitants,  that 
the  North  [)art  of  the  Town,  may  ])e  put  undei-  the  same  advan- 
tages as  the  South  with  respect  to  a  ]>,attin  Schoolmaster  —  was 
read  and  after  debate  had  thereon  —  a  Motion  was  made  and  the 
Question  accordingly  put  —  Whether  the  Town  will  direct  the 
North  Lattin  School  to  be  opened,  and  a  Master  appointed  for 
the  said  School  —  Passed  in  the  AtTermative 

\'oted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  api)oint  a  Master  for 
the  North  Grannnar  School 

The  Counnittee  appointed  to  consider  what  measures  are  jiroper 
to  l)e  taken  for  the  immediate  Supply  of  the  Alms  house  with 
Necessaries,  —  Report'd  and  the  same  having  been  read,  and 
large  debate  had  thereon  —  it  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Re- 
port be  recommitted 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'. 

Whether  the  Town  will  make  Sale  of  any  part  of  their  Land,  on 
the  Neck  and  Else  where,  or  otherwise  improve  the  same  "  —  was 
read  whereupon 

[<J53.]      Voted  that  David  Jeffries  Esq^ 

Cap'.  Gustavus  Fellows 
Caj)'.  Amasa  Davis 
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Cnleb  Davis  Esq'. 
M'.  Joseph  Barrel 
be  a  Committee  to  consider  said  Article  and  Report  at  the  Ad- 
joiininieiit ;   what  they  Judge  best  for  the  Town  to  do  tiiereou 

Oil  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
eiHinire  into  the  expenditures  of  the  Moneys  which  have  been 
iiiauted  by  the  Town,  and  what  sum  may  be  proi)er  to  be  Voted 
for  defraying  the  necessary  Expences  of  the  Town  the  ensuing 
Year  and  that  they  also  Report  the  Debts  that  are  yet  outstanding 
Voted,  that 

Thomas  Dawes  Esq^ 
M'.  Thomas  Walley 
Ellis  Gray  Esq. 
M'.  Jonathan  Mason 
M'.  Samuel  Ruggles 
be  a  Commiitee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 
Adjourned  to  o  O  iClociv  in  the  Afternoon 

3.  O:  Clock  P.M.  met  according  to  Adjournment 

Tlie  Committee  relative  to  tlie  Supply  of  the  Almshouse,  and 
whether  it  would  be  best  to  make  Sale  of  the  Towns  Land  on  the 
Neck  &c.  Reported  and  the  same  being  read  — 

[*^i>4.]  Voted,  tiiat  the  Consideration  of  the  Sale  of  Land,  be 
referred  to  tlie  Adjournment,  and  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed, 
to  Notify  the  Inliabitaiits  of  the  same —  also  — 

N'oted,  that  the  Selectmen  \)v  directed  to  make  enquiry  rela- 
tive to  the  Towns  Title  to  their  Real  Estate  — 

\'oted,  that  tlie  further  consideration  of  the  best  and  most  ex- 
l)editious  jNIethod  of  Supplying  the  Almshouse,  be  referred  to  the 
Adjournment 

The  Committee  api)ointed  to  devise  some  ways  whereby  the 
Assessors  may  be  enabled  to  levey  the  Taxes  on  the  Inhabitants 
in  a  more  equitable  way  —  Reported,  that  they  had  not  as  yet 
been  able  to  devise  any  method  for  that  purpose 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  a  Committee  of  twelve  Persons  be 
ai)p()inted  to  aid  the  Assessors  with  their  advice  relative,  to  an 
equal  lev^nng  of  the  Taxes,  and  that  the  choice  of  a  Committee 
be  referred  to  the  Adjournment 

The  Committee  of  Nineteen  for  the  borrowing  Money  and  pur- 
chasing Elour  itc  —  acquainted  the  Town  with  their  proceedings 

On  a  Motion,  Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  confer 
with  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Roxbury  res|)ectiug  the  Assise 
of  Jiread  &c 

[*i5.'>.]  \'ott'd,  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourn'd  to  Fryday  the 
twelftii  Day  of  March  Current  10.  O. Clock  Forenoon 

And  the  Meeting  was  acccnxlingly  Adjourned  — 

Fryday  the  12"'  Day  of  March  1779  10.  O  :Clock  Forenoon  — 
-Met  according  to  Adjournment 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  ^'iz'.  To  consider  what  regulations 
may  be  necessary  relative  to  Faneuil  Hall  and  the  Fish  Markets 
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—  was  read  —  wheieii|»(>n  \'()te(l,  tliat  this  IWiissiness  of  i-ejiulat- 
iiiii'  said  Markets,  be  left  witli  tlic  (ientlcineii  tlie  Selectiiieu 

The  Selectmen  appointed  a  Coiniiiittee  to  confer  with  the 
Selectmen  of  the  Tcnvn  of  JJoxburv.  relative  to  tiie  Assise  of 
Bread  —  llepoi'ted  that  they  iuul  a  Conferrance  with  the  Select- 
men of  that  Town,  who  assnri'd  them  of  theii'  readiness  to  co- 
operate with  ns  witii  resi)eet  to  the  Assise  of  IJread 

The  Conimittee  '•  to  consider  the  expediency  of  making  sale  of 
'I'owns  Land  on  the  Neck  and  elsewere  —  Reported  again,  and 
the  same  having  been  consitlered.  and  debated,  paragraph  by  Pai- 
agrapli — the  Question  was  put — ^^■llelher  the  Town  will  accept 
of  said  Report — passed  in  the  Negative 

Adjonrned  to  Three.  (). Clock  in  the  Afternoon 

;').  (). Clock  V:   M:    Met  according  to  Adjonrnment 

That  Clanse  in  the  Warrant — \'iz'.  T<;  consider  what  ]Means 
shall  be  nsed  for  the  preservation  of  IJeacon  Hill  &c  read,  wheienpon 

[ti5f>.]  Voted,  that  this  Matter  be  left  to  the  Selectmen,  and 
that  they  be  hereby  anthorised  and  directed,  to  persecute  in  Law 
any  Person,  who  shall  have  trespassed  upon  said  Hill 

Voted,  tiiat  the  sum  of  Thirty  Thousand  Pounds  be  raised  Ity  a 
Tax,  upon  Polls  and  Estates  within  this  Town  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Poor  and  defreying  other  Decessary  Charges  arising  within  the 
Town  the  ensuing  year 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant,  ^'i/.'.  To  consider  the  recpiest  of  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  that  some  etTectual  Measures  may  be  taken 
for  the  immediate  Supply  of  the  Almshouse  &.c  —  was  again  read 
and  considered  — •  whereupon 

Voted,  that  the  Snm  of  Six  Thousand  Pounds,  out  of  the  Tax 
of  Thirty  Thousand  Pounds  already  N'oted  to  defray  the  Charges 
of  the  T(nvn  the  Year  ensuing,  be  appropriated  for  the  Sole  use  of 
the  Alms  house  — 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed 
and  impowered  to  borrow  in  Current  Money  a  Sum  not  exceeding 
Six  thousand  Pounds,  to  be  paid  to  the  Order  of  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  in  the  Alms» House,  f(n'  which  he  is  to  issue  his  negoti- 
ai)le  Notes,  payable  to  the  Lenders,  on  Interest  in  cui-rant  iNIoney 
out  of  the  present  Tax,  no  part  of  said  Sum  to  be  made  use  of  for 
any  other  purpose  —  also 

['-ii>7.]  Voted,  that  the  (ientlemen  the  Oveiseers  of  the  I'oor 
be  a  Committee  to  procure  Subscriptions  foi'  the  Six  thousand 
Pounds,  to  be  approi)riated  out  of  the  present  Tax  for  the  use  of 
the  Alms  House,  for  which  the  Treasurer  is  to  Issue  his  negoti- 
able Notes,  carrying  Interest,  payable  to  the  Lenders  in  Current 
Money  out  of  the  pi-esent  Tax 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petitions  of  the  School- 
masters and  Report  Meet  Sums  for  their  past  Services  up  to  the 
first  of  this  present  Month  ^larch  the  following  Sums  Viz*. 

To  M\  Samuel  Holbrook,  a  Sum  which  with  what  has  \)vvn 
already  granted  the  past  year  will  make  up  Six  hundred  I'ounds 
for  himself.  One  hundred  Pounds  for  his  Lusher,  ami  thirty  Pounds 
in  consideration  of  his  House  Rent 
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To  W.  John  Tilcston  the  Same  Suras 

To  M'.  James  Carter,  the  same  Sum  except  the  thirty  Pounds, 
his  House  l)ein<r  found  by  tiie  Town 

Tlie  Connnittee  are  sorrey  to  observe  the  Jn.st  complaints  of  the 
Schoobnasters,  on  account  of  their  not  receiving  in  season  the 
sums  which  are  granted  them,  anil  recommend  it  to  the  Town, 
that  Some  method  niay  be  taken,  that  they  be  timely  paid  in  future 
or  at  least  Interest  may  be  allowed  them  for  any  difficiency  to 
enable  them  to  pay  on  Interest  for  what  they  are  Obliged  to  bor- 
row for  their  dayley  Support 

J.  Baruel  p  order 

[258,']      Adjourned  to  uext  i\[onday  Week  10  O, Clock  — 

Monday  22''.  Maich.  10.  O. Clock  Forenoon,  met  according  to 
Adjournment 

Tiie  Hon'''''.  John  Hancock  Escj'.  Moderator  of  tliis  Meeting 
having  actjuahited  the  Town,  tliat  he  was  prevented  by  Sickness 
from  Attending  his  duty 

The  Inhabitants  were  thereupon  directed  to  witlulraw  and  bring 
in  their  Votes  for  a  Moderator,  during  the  absence  of  Col".  Han- 
cock—  and  the  Votes  being  accordingly  brought  in  and  sorted,  it 
appeared  that 

Ezekiel  Price  Esq^ 
was  chosen  Moderator  of  this  Meeting  Pro.  Tem  : 

Voted  that  the  consideration  of  Schoolmasters,  Salaries,  and 
all  other  Salaries  and  (! rants,  be  referred  over  to  next  May 
fleeting 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \'iz*.  ''  To  consider  what  further 
Method  can  l)e  taken  for  our  Relief  under  the  present  extravagant 
prices  of  the  Necessaries  of  Life  "  —  was  read — ■  whereupon 

Voted  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  Article  be  referred 
to  the  Ajournment 

The  Article  in  tlie  Warrant  —  Viz'.  —  To  consider  whether 
Measures  may  not  be  ad()[>ted  to  furnish  the  Irdiabitants  with 
\\'gitables  the  ensuing  Year,  at  a  Much  less  ex[)ence  then  there 
being  supplied  tlicrewith  by  tlie  Neighbouving  Towns  —  was  read 
wliereui>on 

[*iol).]      ^'oted,  tiiat  M\  Isaac  Pierce 
M'.  Enoch  Brown 
M'.  Samuel  lirick 
Cap'.  .Job  Prince 
M'.  John  Lowell 
jVP.  Coi'nelins  Thayer 
M''.  Andrew  Oliver 
be  a  Committee  to  take  this  matter  into  consideration,  and  to  Re- 
port  at  the  Adjournment  what  they  Judge  best  for  the   Town  to 
do  thereon  —  M'.  lienjamin   Sumner,   M".  Oliver  Wiswell  and  M'\ 
•lohn  Lambert  -fu''.  Iiaving  re(iuested  the  Town  that  they  might  be 
excused   from  serving  as  Constables,  into  which    Otlice    they    had 
been  chosen  —  tliey  were  attcordingly  excus'd 

Tlie  Inliabitants  bronuht  in  their  Votes  for  four  Constables,  and 
upon  sorting  them  it  appeared  that 
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Mess".  .lulm  Ivriiiirdy oxeused 

Beiiiiimiii  Cud  worth 
Kohrrl  ^V"K'l• 
.lolui  Fulk'iton 
were  chose  Constables  for  the  Year  eiisniuijj 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  \'otes  for  one  Constable, 
wherein  it  appeared  that 

^l^  .John  Wells 
was  chosen  Constable  for  the  Yt'ar  ensuing 

Col".  Proctor  havinfr  recjuested  the  Town  to  be  excused  from 
the  Couiniiltee  appointed  to  Aid  the  Assessors  —  he  was  accord- 
ingly excused. 

[*i(>0.]      The    Article    in    the    Warrant — \'i/'.     To    consider 
whi'tiier  any  Measures  shall   be  taken   to  prevent  Horses  going  at 
Large  on  the  Conunon  "  —  was  read  —  Whereupon 
Voted,  Ca[)'.  Samuel  Partridge 
Edward  Procter  Ks(|'. 
M'.  dohn  Lowell 
>P.  Moses  Grant 
be    a   Committee    for    the   pui'i)ose   aforesaid,  to    Report   at    the 
Adjournment 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  —  Viz'.  Whether  the  Town  will  di- 
rect the  Selectmen  to  receive  the  portion  of  Pire  Arms  assigned 
the  Town,  and  now  lying  in  the  hands  of  the  Ilonij'.  Board  of 
War  —  was  read  —  whereupon  Voted,  tiiat  the  Town  Treasurer  be 
directed  to  call  upon  the  Committee  for  purchasing  Arms,  for  the 
^loneys  left  in  their  hands 

On  a  Motion  \\>ted,  that  the  aforegoing  \'ole.  be  reconsidered, 
and  that 

John  Marston 
.Joseph  Barrel 
Cap'.  .lacob  Williams 
M".  Martain  Briunner 
Caj)'.  -Joseph  Wel)b 
a  Committee  api^ointed  Last  Year  for  the  purchase  of  Small  Arms, 
be  desired   to  apply  to  the  Board  of  War   for  the    purchase  of  so 
many  of  the  Towns  proportion  of   small  Arms  Assigned   by    the 
(ieneral  Assembly,  as  the}'  have  Money  in  tluir  Hands,  and   may 
arise  by  the  further  sale  of  Small  Arms  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Town  and  them  onlv — also 

[2(>1.]      Voted,  "that  Kdward  I'rocter  Es(i^ 
C(j1".  .labez  Hatch 
be  added  to  the  Committee 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday  ol  Day  of  March  Currant  '■'>.  ()  :Clock, 
P.  Ml 

Wednesday  3P'.  of  :\rareh  177'.).  ■'..  ():Clock  P:  M:  Met  ac- 
cording to  Adjournment 

(ieneral  Hancock  in  the  Chaii' 

The  Committee  appointed  to  considi'r  what  was  proper  to  be 
done  to  prevent  Horses  g(Mng  at  large  on  the  Common  —  Reported 

That  it  is  their  Opinion  the   Fine   for  Horses  going  at  large  be 
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auglimeuted  to  forty  shillings  wliicb  tliey  thiiil<  will  be  sufHcieut  to 
prevent  such  practises  in  future,  and  that  application  be  made  to 
proper  Authority  for  the  above  purpose  all  which  is  humbly  Sub- 
mitted 

Sam:   Partkidge  Cliairman 

Tlie  foregoing  Report  being  read,  after  some  debate  had 
thereon,  a  Motion  was  made,  that  the  further  consideration  of 
this  Report  be  referred 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  whether 
Measures  may  not  be  adopted  to  furnish  the  Inhabitants  with 
Vegitables  the  ensuing  Year  at  a  much  less  expence  than  there 
being  supplied  therewith  by  the  Neighbouring  Towns  —  beg  leave 
to  Report,  that  it  is  their  Opinion,  it  will  be  much  for  the  Interest 
of  the  Town,  to  have  as  much  of  the  Waste  Land  in  this  Town  as 
may  be  [*~i(>;<J.]  Improved  for  raising  Vegitables  for  the  Inhabi- 
tants more  especially  a  certain  Ti'act  of  Land  at  West  Boston  con- 
taining Twenty  Acres  or  upward  belonging  to  the  following 
Proprietors,  who  have  consented  the  same  shall  be  improved  for 
the  above  purpose  free  of  Rent  Viz'.  Cap'.  Job  Prince.  M''.  Heze- 
kiah  Blanchard,  the  Heirs  of  .lames  Allen,  the  Heirs  of  .John  and 
Thomas  Leaverett.  M''.  Andrew  Symms,  M'.  Clough,  M^  Harris, 
D'.  Sprague.  M'.  Edward  Carnes,  and  M'.  Sumner ;  the  Com- 
mittee are  therefore  of  Opinion  that  the  Town  be  at  the  expence 
of  inclosing  said  Lands,  and  that  some  suitable  Person  or  Persons 
be  appointed  to  carry  the  same  into  execution,  and  also  to  Lease 
out  the  same  to  such  Persons  as  will  cultivate  the  said  Land, 
agreeable  to  his  or  their  contract 

Job  Princk  Chairman 

The  foregoing  Report  Iteing  I'ead  and  considered 

Voted,  that  the  same  be  accepted  and  that  the  Committee  be 
requested  and  impowered  to  carry  their  said  Report  into  execution 

The  Town  took  into  consideration  the  Vote  of  the  Town  passed 
the  1"2  Ins',  appointing  a  Committee  of  twelve  Persons  to  aid  the 
Assessors  with  their  advice  relative  to  an  equal  levying  of  the 
Taxes,  whereupon 

Voted,  that  M''.  Samuel  Breck,  and  the  other  Gentlemen,  chosen 
be  excused  from  that  service  ;  and  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  directed 
to  erase  the  Minutes  of  that  Appointment,  from  the  Minute  Book 

[2(>3.]  The  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  Votes  for  one  Con- 
stable, and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared  that 

]\P.  John  Kennedy 
was  chosen  a  Constable  for  the  year  ensuing 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant — Viz'.  To  consider  whether  there 
shall  be  a  Provision  of  the  By  Laws  of  the  Town,  and  such  others 
agreed  upon  as  sliall  be  thought  Necessary,"  was  read  —  where- 
upon 

Voted,  that  Ezekiel  Price  Esq''. 
William  Tudor  Esq^ 
John  Lowell  Esq"^. 
.Joseph  Greenleaf  Esq^ 
Perez  Morton  Esq'. 
be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  for  that  pur[)ose  aforesaid 
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On  a  ^lotion  VottMl,  that  the  lujiort  of  llic  C'oniiiiittec,  relative 
to  Morses  going  at  Large,  on  Common,  he  referred  to  the  foregoing 
Committee 

The  Committee  aijpointecl  to  consider  and  Keixjrt,  what  tiicy 
apprehend  would  be  a  suitable  I'reniium  to  be  allowed  the  Col- 
lectors for  gatlieruig  in  the  Taxes,  Keportrd,  that  in  their  Opinion 
Nine  pence  on  the  Poinid,  on  the  whole  sum,  they  mav  Collect, 
will  be  an  allowance  aileqnate  for  their  Scrvici's  —  wiiereuj)on, 
after  some  debate,  it  was  moved  and  ^'oted,  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  matter  be  ri'ferred  to  yiny  Meeting 

['-iCJ'A,]  Voteib  that  the  Sum  of  Two  thousand  I'ouuds  out  cf 
tlie  Tax  of  thirty  Thousand  I'ounils  already  ^'oted,  to  defrey  the 
Charges,  of  the  Town  the  Year  ensuing,  be  a[)|)ro|)riatcd,  for  the 
Supply  of  the  Families  of  the  Non  Commissioned  Ollicers  and 
Soldiers  in  the  Continental  Aruiy 

\'oted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  and  he  henby  is  dircctid 
and  impowered  to  borrow  in  Current  Money  a  Sum  not  exceeding 
two  Thousand  Pounds,  to  l)e  })aid  to  Cap'.  John  Simpkins  the 
Commissary  to  supi)ly  the  Families  of  the  Continental  Soldiers  in 
this  Town  for  which  he  is  to  issiu^  his  Negotiable  Notes  ravabU; 
to  the  LeiKlers  ou  Interest  in  Cun-ent  ]\Ioney  out  of  the  present 
Tax,  no  part  of  said  sums  to  be  made  use  of,  for  any  other  })ur- 
pose  —  also 

Voted,  that  Caj)'.  John  Simpkins  be  a  Committee,  to  procuri'  Sul)- 
scriptions  for  the  loan  of  twcj  thousand  Pounds  to  be  apjiropriated 
out  of  the  present  Tax,  for  the  Supplies  of  the  Families  of  the 
Continental  .Soldiers,  for  wdiich  the  Treasurer  is  to  issue  his 
Negotiable  Notes,  carrying  Interest  payable  to  the  Lenders  in 
Current  Money  ont  of  the  pi'csent  Tax 

\'oted,  that  all  Matters  and  Things  which  remain  unfinished  l»e 
referred  over  to  the  (Jeneral  Town  Meeting  in  I\Iay  next,  then  to 
be  considered  and  acted  upon 

Then  the  Meetino-  was  dissolved 


[205.]  At  a  ]\Ieeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  Other  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Postou  duly  (jualitied  and  legally  warned  in 
publick  Town  fleeting  the  .")"'.  Day  of  May  Anno  Domini  ITT'.t 

Prayer  was  made  l)y  the  Kev''.  l)"".  Mather 

The  Precipt  and  Warrant   for  calling  the  fleeting —  read 

Sundry  Laws  read  — 

The  Town  having  determined  to  choose  Seven  Persons  to 
Rei)resent  them  in  the  (ireat  and  (General  Court  or  Assembly 
to  be  held  at  the  Town  House  in  Boston  upon  Weibiesday  the 
26  Day  of  iNIa}'  Current  —  The  Inhabitants  were  accordingly 
directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their  —  ^'otes,  for  Seven  Kep- 
resentatives  and  then  it  was  declared  In'  the  Selectmen  that  no 
Votes  will  be  received,  but  such  as  are  unfolded,  and  that  tiiey 
propose  the  Poll  shall  be  closed  at  l"i  O. Clock 

The  ^'otes,  being  brought  in  for  Seven  Representatives,  the 
Number  of  the  same  were  found  to  be  four  hundred,  thirty  one  ;  — 
and  upon  sorting  them  it  ai>peared  that  the  following  Persons 
onlv  were  chose  — \'r/J. 
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The  Hon'^'^  Samuel  Adams  Esq''.  —     383 
The  Hon'''''.  John  Hancock   Escf.  —      431 
Caleb  Davis  Escj''.       —     431 
[266.]     resigned     Gastavus  Eellows        —     33.5 
M\  Tlionias  Walley    —     241 
William  Tudor  Esq''.  —     372 
A  IMotion    made    that   this    Meeting    be  Adjourned    to  three. 
O. Clock  1':  M:   for  the  clioiee  of   one  Representative  —  and    the 
Question    being    i)ut    in    the  Affermative ;    and  the    Meeting    was 
accordingly  Adjourned 

3.  O. Clock:  Met  according  to  Adjournment  — 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw,  and  bring  in  their 
Votes,  for  one  Representative,  aud  that  the  Poll  l)e  closed  at 
4.  O. Clock 

The  Votes  being  brought  in  aud  sorted  it  appeared,  that  the 
Number  of    Votes   were  three    hundr'd   twenty   Eight,    aud    that 

Thomas  Daws  Esq'', 
■was  chosen 

Seven  Representatives  having  been  chosen  as.  Voted,  by  the 
Town  ;  a  motion  was  made  and  after  some  debate  carried,  that 
a  Moderator  be  now  chosen,  that  the  Town  may  proceed  in  a 
legal  way,  to  consider  and  determine  upon  that  Article  in  the 
Warrant  which  relates  to  the  Constitution 

The  Inhabitants  having  withdrawn  and  brought  in  their  Votes, 
for  a  Moderator 

It  Appeared  that 

Tiie  Hou''''^.  John  Hancock  Esq^ 
■was  chosen 

[';J67.]  The  Article  in  the  Warrant  relative  to  a  new  Consti- 
tution and  Eorm  of  Government  having  been  read  a  Motion  was 
made,  that  this  matter  be  considered  at  the  Adjournment,  and 
that  the  Selectmen,  be  directed  to  send  out  printed  Notifications 
to  the  InlKi))itants  of  said  Adjournment  and  the  buissiuess  to  be 
transacted  —  and  tlie  Question  being  accordingly  put  —  Passed 
in  the  Affirmative 

Voted,  tliat  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  Monday  next.  11. 
O'clock  Eorenoou 

And  tlie  jNIeeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned,  the  Town  having 
first  chosen  General  Hancock,  as  Moderator  to  provide,  when  the 
other  buissiness  of  the  Warrant  is  to  be  transacted,  which,  was 
Adjourned  to  3.  O. Clock  of  said  Day 

Monday  the  10"'.  Day  of  May,  11  O  :Clock  Forenoon,  Met  ac- 
cording to  Adjournment 

Cap'.  Gustavus  Fellows  chosen  one  of  the  Representatives,  on 
Wednesday  last  having  sent  in  writing  his  resignation,  which  was 
read  to  the  Town  —  a  Motion  was  made,  that  M'".  Hancock  should 
leave  the  Chair,  that  the  Selectmen  proceed  to  the  Choice  of  one 
Representative  in  the  room  of  M"'.  Fellows  —  and  the  same  being 
Voted,  another  JNIotion  was  made  and  carried.  Viz'.  That  the 
Choice  of  Representative  be  referred  to  3  O'Clock  Afternoon 
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It  was  then  declared  hv  the  Selectmen  that  no  Votes  will  be 
then  received,  Imt  siicii  as  are  unfolded,  and  that  the}'  propose 
[*.i(»8.]  The  Poll  should  be  closed  at  4.  O. Clock 

General  Ilaneock  having  again  taken  the  Chair,  the  Article  in 
tiie  Warrant  relative  to  a  new  Constitution  or  form  of  (Govern- 
ment was  read  and  considered   whereupon 

\'oted,  that  a  Committee  of  live  Persons  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  Report  to  the  Town  their  ()j)inion  on  the  Second  (Question  pro- 
l)Osed  in  the  Resolve  of  the  (ieneral  Court,  and  inserted  in  the 
\Varrant 

Voted,  that  John  Lowell  Ksq''. 
I'ere/.  Morton  Ks(f. 
Jose[)h  Bairel  Esq'. 
Ellis  (iray  Ksfj'. 
Samuel  Barrett  Es(l^ 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

The  \'otes  on  the  First  Question  in  the  Resolve  having  been 
brought  in  and  counted,  the  Number  was  fouml  to  be  Tin-ee 
hundred  lifty  one,  and  upon  examining  them  it  a|)peared  that  they 
were  all  Yeas 

The  Tt)wn  having  l)eeii  unanimous  in  answering  the  first  (Ques- 
tion in  tiie  Affermative  the  Committee  on  the  second  (Question, 
were  called  upon  for  their  Report,  and  tiie  same  being  given  in, 
and  read  —  it  was  moved  and  \'oted,  that  the  further  Considera- 
tion of  this  (Question  be  leferred  to  ."I.  ():  Clock  P. .M. 

Adjourned  to  'i'hree  O  (). Clock,  in  the  Afternoon 

[<J(>9.]      '■'>.  (). Clock  Afternoon  met  according  to  Adjournment 

The  \'otes  being  brought  in  f(jr  one  Representative,  and  sorted, 
the  numbers  was  found  to  be  one  lunidred  ninety  two,  and  that 

yV.  Samuel  Austin 
was  chosen  by  a  very  great  majority 

The  choice  of  Represenlntives  l)eing  over  (Jeneral  Hancock  took 
the  Chair 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  and  Report  to  the  Town 
their  Opinion  on  the  second  (Question  in  the  Resolve  of  tiie  ( Jeneral 
Court,  respecting  a  Constitution  —  Report  that  the  following  \'ote, 
be  passed  if  agreeable  to  the  Town  X'v/J. 

That  We  will  impower  our  Representatives  to  \'ote  for  the  call- 
ing a  State  Convention,  provided  it  shall  appear  to  them  f)n  exam- 
ination, that  a  Major  part  of  the  People  present  and  N'oting  at 
the  Meeting  called  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  aforesMid 
shall  have  answered  the  first  (Question  in  the  Affermative  ;  under 
the  Restrictions  following  —  Aiz'.  —  That  the  Convention  be  so 
formed  as  to  contain  an  ecpial  Representation  of  the  Several  parts 
of  the  State,  and  that  our  Representatives  i)e  impowered  to  agree 
to  a  Constitution  on  no  other  Terms 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  ami  considered,  the 
(Question  was  put  —  Whether  tlie  same  shall  be  accepted  —  Passed 
in  the  Affermative 

['-iTO.]  The  Artiele  in  the  Warrant  which  respects  a  new 
Constitution  or  form  of  Government  having  been  acted  upon  ;  the 
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Town  |)rocoed  to  the  Considerations  of  the  other  matters  miutained 
in  the  \Varrant 

The  Hon'''''.  Jolm  Hancock  Esq''.  Moderator 
Tlie  Article  in  the  Warrant,  ^'iz•.  To  consider  what  method 
shall  be  takep  for  the  immediate  raising  a  sutiicient  Sinn  of  Money 
for  the  Commissary  appointed  to  supply  the  Families  of  the  non 
Commissioned  Otlicers  and  Soldiers,  who  have  engaged  in  the 
Continental  Army,  in  conformity  to  a  Resolve  of  the  Genei'al 
Court  —  was  read  and  considered,  whereupon 

\'oted,  that  the  Sum  of  Four  Thousand  in  addition  to  the  two 
thousand  Pounds,  already  granted,  out  of  the  Tax  of  thirty  thou- 
sand Pounds  already  Voted,  to  defray  the  Charges  of  the  Town 
the  ensuing  year  be  appropriated  for  the  Supply  of  the  Families  of 
the  non  Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  the  Continental 
Army,  also 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  and  he  liereby  is  dii'ected 
and  impowered  to  borrow  in  Current  Money  a  Sum  not  exceeding 
four  Thousand  Pounds  in  Addition  to  the  two  thousand  already 
granted,  to  be  paid  to  Cap'.  .John  Simpkins  appointed  Commissary 
to  Supply  the  Families  of  the  Continental  Soldiers  in  this  Town, 
for  wiiich  he  is  to  issue  his  negotiable  Notes  payable — to  the 
lenders  on  Interest  in  Current  Money  out  of  the  present  Tax 
[*i71.]  Or  the  fund  pi'ovided  by  the  General  Court  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid,  no  part  of  said  Sum  to  be  made  use  of  for  any 
other  occasion  —  also 

Voted,  that  M^  Samuel  Brick 

M'.  Henderson  Inches 

M-'.  William  Powell 

M''.  Edward  Payne 

M''.  Stei)hen  Higginsou 

M'.  William  Foster 

M''.  Thomas  Hitchburne 
be  ft  Committee  to  procure  Subscrii)tions  for  the  two  thousand  and 
four  thousand  Pounds  to  l)e  approi)riated  out  of  the  pi'esent  Tax, 
for  the  supply  of  the  Families  of  the  Continental  Soldiers  for  which 
the  Treasurer  is  to  issue  his  Negotiable  Notes,  carrying  Interest, 
payable  to  the  Lenders  in  Current  Mone}^  out  of  the  present  Tax, 
or  the  fund  provided  Ijy  the  General  Court  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said 

The  Article  in  the  AVarrant  Viz*. — To  consider,  whether  In- 
structions shall  be  given  to  the  Representatives  that  may  be  chosen 
—  was  read  —  whereui)on 

Voted,  that  John  Lowell  Esq'. 

Nathaniel  Appleton 

"William  Cooper 

Ellis  Gray  Esq\ 

Ebenezer  Hancock  Esq"". 
be  a  Committee  to  draught  Instructions  for  the  Gentlemen  chosen 
to  Represent  this  Town  in  the  next  General  Court  and  that  they 
Rei)ort  the  same  at  the  Adjouriunent  of  this  Meeting 

i'273.]     On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that  this  Meeting  be  Ad- 
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jf)urno(l  to  ^londay  next  being  the  Seventeeutb   Day  of  M:iy  Iiist 
10.  OC'lock  in  the  Forenoon 

And  the  Mcctnig  was  aeccn'dhigly  Adjourned 

MoikUiv  the  17  Day  of  May  10.  OClock  Forenoon,  met  according 
to  Ailjonninicnt 

The  Ilon'''^  Jolni  Hancock  Fsq'.  Moderator  of  this  fleeting, 
having  acqnainted  tlie  Town  that  he  conhl  not  attend  liy  reason  of 
indis|)osition  of  Body  ;  a  Motion  was  made  and  carried  tliat  a 
Moderator  Pro.  Teni".  t>e  now  cliosen  by  a  Hand  \'ote  — 

Colo.  Thomas  Dawes 
was  chosen  ^Moderator  I'ro.  Tern",  and  took  his  Seat  AcconUngly 

A  ^lotion  was  made,  that  the  l\e[)ort  of  tlie  Connnittee  to  Andit 
the  Accompts  of  .M'.  Treasurer  Jeffries,  be  now  read  and  acted 
upon  ;  but  it  being  objected  to  on  account  of  so  few  of  the  Inhab- 
itants being  i)resent,  the  Motion  was  passed  over 

A  ^Motion  was  made,  that  tliis  Meeting  lor  the  foregoing  reason, 
be  Adjourned  to  Tuesday  the  l.s  Day  of  .May,  Tlu'ee  (). Clock  in 
tlie  Afternoon 

And  the  ^Meeting  was  accorcbngly  Adjourned 

[21',i.']  Tuesday  May  Ls"'.  :'>.  (). Clock  Afternoon,  met  accord- 
ing to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  to  pi'e|)aie  a  Drauglit  of  Instructions  were 
called  upon  to  make  report — whei'cupon  a  Motion  was  made  that 
the  Committee  may  be  tilled  u[) 

V'oteil  that  David  Jeffries  Fsq^  ])i;  one  of  the  Connnittee  to 
prepare  a  Draught  of  Instructions  for  the  Kepresentatives  of  this 
Town  in  (ieneral  Assembly 

The  Article  in  the  'Warrant  Viz'. — To  consiiUa'  what  ri'gula- 
tions  arc  necessary  to  be  nuide  respecting  Faniiril  Hall  Market, 
was  read,  and  after  debate  had  thereon 

Voted,  tliat  the  Gentlemen  Selectmen  be  (.lii-ected  to  give  Orders 
tliat  the  Doors  of   Fanui'il  Hall  INIarket,  l)e  hung  as  usual  —  also 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  he  tlirected  to  see  tliat  the  terms  upon 
wliicli  the  Butchers  hold  and  improve  the  Stalls  in  Fanned  Hall 
Market,  are  fully  complied  with 

The  Committee!  appointed  to  Draught  Instructions  for  the 
(lentlemen  chosen  to  IJepresent  tliis  Town  in  (Jeneral  Assenilily 
tiie  ensuing  Year —  Kt'ported.  a  Draught  which  having  been 
amended  is  as  follows  —  \'iz'. 

['-iT-l.]      To  the  Hon'"''.  Samuel  Adams  Fstj"'. 
Hon'''''.  .John  Hancock  I^sq''. 
Caleb  Davis  Ksq^ 
M'.  Thomas  Walley 
William  'I'udor  Fs(l^ 
Thomas  Dawes  Ksq\ 
Samuel  Austin  Fsq^ 
Gentlemen 

Notwithstanding  the  Kvidence  of  the  Town  have  given  of  their 
coi.titlence  in  your  integritys  and  abilities  by  choosing  you  to  rep- 
resent them  in  the  General  Assembly,  at  this  critical  and  important 
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coiijuncturo,  tliey  mean  however  to  exercise  a  right  of  giving-  you 
sucii  Iiistructious  from  time  to  time  as  they  shall  Judge  the  exi- 
gence of  affairs  may  require 

"We  ti'ust  that  the  In(lei)endauce  of  this  and  our  Sister  States  of 
America  is  under  Providence  secure  from  tlie  force  and  insidious 
designs  of  our  Enemies,  yet  we  ai'e  still  engaged  in  a  AVar  with 
great  Britain,  whose  malice  hightued  by  shagrin  will  we  doubt  not 
l)ronipt  them  to  contrive  and  make  use  of  every  Method  to  dis- 
tress us,  we  Instruct  you  to  use  your  early  efforts  to  procure  and 
keep  in  the  field,  our  full  proportion  of  the  Continental  Army, 
that  a  speedy  and  honourable  end  may  be  put  to  this  bloody  and 
distructive  tho.  Just  and  necessary  War,  and  that  you  do  not 
suffer  yourselves  to  be  diverted  from  this  object  on  any  Account 
"whatsoever 

['-iTi).]  Being  also  sensible  that  man}'  secret  Enemies  still 
luiking  among  us,  and  are  plotting  our  ruin,  we  expect  you  will 
with  the  uttermost  vigilance  guard  us  against  their  base  and 
treachourous  designs,  and  in  oixler  to  effect  this  that  you  use  all 
your  influence  in  the  General  Assembly,  that  the  IJesolves  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  J>aw  of  this  State  provided  for  our  securiety  be 
carried  into  full  execution,  and  such  other  Laws,  enacted  as  ma}' 
appear  necessary  to  ensure  this  end 

At  a  legal  Town  Meeting  Convened  for  the  Purpose  of  con- 
sidering and  determining  upon  the  Questions  pr6posed  in  a  Resolve 
of  the  late  General  Assembly,  we  have  by  a  Vote  impowered  you 
to  agree  to  the  calling  a  State  Convention  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
framing  a  new  Constitution  or  form  of  Government ;  upon  this 
expiess  condition  that  the  Convention  so  called  be  upon  some 
e(pial  plan,  and  altho.  in  our  opinion,  as  many  Persons  will  have  a 
Voice  in  this  INIatter  as  would  were  the  War  at  an  end,  we  cannot 
however  but  express  our  wishes,  that  if  it  should  be  found  practi- 
ca))le,  our  Bretheren  in  the  Arm}' may  also  have  a  voice  in  approv- 
ing or  disapproving  any  Constitution  that  may  be  formed  before 
the  same  be  finally  established 

With  respect  to  the  best  method  of  calling  this  Convention,  it  is 
our  sentement  that  equality  of  Representation  is  an  indispensaible 
refpiiset,  and  that  in  order  to  avoid  so  numerious  an  Assembly  as 
will  take  place  if  each  [276.]  Town  and  District  send  Delagates 
in  proportion  to  their  numbers  ;  we  would  therefore  recomend  that 
tho  General  Assembly  fix  upon  a  Compotant  number,  and  call 
upon  tlie  Several  Counties  to  send  Delagates  to  form  this  Conven- 
tion in  proportion  to  their  respective  numbers,  and  that  the  several 
paits  of  the  Counties  may  be  equally  and  fairly  represented,  that 
tlie  Countys  be  divided  for  this  purpose  into  Districts  out  of  each 
of  which  the  Delagates  shall  be  chose  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
bers in  each  District 

And  you  are  to  move  for  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  to 
vacate  the  Seat  of  sucli  Members  of  either  House  of  Assembly,  as 
m:iy  l)e  Elected  IMembers  of  the  Convention  for  forming  a  Consti- 
tution 

We  would  further  recommend  thiit  such  Grants  and  allowances 
be  made  the  Ullicers   and   Servants   of   this  State  as  mav  be  ade- 
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quate  to  their  respective  servieies,  taking  due  care  that  no  partial 
ini(|iiality  should  take  phice  with  respect  to  such  Grants 

Wv  readily  Sul)initt  all  other  matters  ol'  publick  moment  which 
may  come  before  you.  and  reipiire  j'our  Consideration,  to  your  own 
fairness  and  discretion,  and  trust  that  your  exertions  will  be 
such  as  shall  give  the  approbation  of  your  Fellow  Citizens 

John    Ldwklk, 

p  Order 

[^77.]  The  foregoing  Diaught  as  amended  having  been  read 
and  considered,  the  (Question  was  put — ^Vhether  the  same  shall 
be  axcepted  as  Instructions  for  our  Kepresentatives  —  passed  in 
the  Affermative 

Adjourned  to  Thursday  next  '•).  O.Clock.  I*:  M 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  auA  other  Jnhabilants  of  the 
Town  of  I>oston  duly  (jualilied  and  legally  warneil  in  publick 
Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Tuesday  the  18'" 
Day  of  May.  's.  O.Clock  F:  .^L 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read 

'Fhe  Town  having  \'oled,  to  choose  a  Moderator,  to  manage  the 
buisiness  of  this  Meeting  by  a  Hand  Vote 

Sanuiel  Austin  Esc/.  Avas  chosen  but  de(;liued  serving  after 
which  .M'.  Thomas  AN'alley  was  chosen,  but  also  declining,  a  num- 
ber of  othi'r  (Tentlemen  were  chosen,  and  declined  serving,  after 
which 

Thomas  Daws  Ksq^  was  chosen  and  took  his  Seat  as  ]\Ioder- 
ator 

The  Article  in  the  Wariant  —  W/J.  To  consider  of  some  INlcthotl 
to  insure  the  Collectors  to  receive  the  ^Moneys  out  of  Circulation 
in  discharge  of  tlie  State  Tax  lately  Assessed,  as  the  Kate  Hills 
are  not  [tiTS.]  Like  to  be  delivered  to  the  Inhaljitants  before  the 
exi)ir;ition  of  the  time  limilted  by  Law  for  the  receiving  said 
Moneys  by  the  State  Treasurer  —  was  read  and  duly  considered 
—  Whereupon  the  following  Vote  passed  —  \"i/.'. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Tovvn,  that  their  is  no  probability  of 
the  Rate  Bill  being  deliver'd  to  the  Inhabitauts,  before  the  time 
by  Law  expires  for  receiving  the  two  Emissions  (4'  Continental 
Money  out  of  Circulation  into  the  State  Treasury  ;  and  whereas 
many  of  the  Ldiabitants  have  reserved  INIoneys  of  said  Emissions 
for  the  payment  of  their  Taxes,  it  is  therefore 

N'oted,  that  the  several  Colle(;tors  in  this  Town  be  and  they 
hereby  are  directed  and  impowered  immediately  after  given  Londs 
to  the  approbation  of  the  Selectmen  to  proceed  and  api)ly  to  the 
Inhabitants  who  are  Taxable  in  their  re&|)ective  Wards,  and  re- 
ceive from  them  such  Sums  of  INIouey  as  they  may  choose  to 
pay,  giving  them  Keceits  for  the  same  to  be  deducted  from  their 
future  Taxes  ;  and  the  said  Collectors  are  further  directed  to  I'ay 
inlo  the  State  Treasurey  all  the  Moneys  they  may  so  receive  be- 
fore the  28  Day  of  Mav  Ins',  out  on  account  of  the  late  State 
Tax  — 

That  Article  in  the  Warrant  —  Viz'.  To  consiiler  what  disposi- 
tion shall  l)e  made  of  the  31onev  arising  from  the  Sale  of  damaged 
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Fire  Arms  [270.]  Now  in  the  Hands  of  the  Committee  for  pnr- 
chasiiig  Arms  fur  the  ^lilitia  of  this  Town  " —  was  read  —  where- 
upon 

Voted,  that  this  Money  be  paid  by  said  Committee  into  the 
Treasury  ;  and  that  David  Jeffries  Esq'',  the  Town  Treasurer  be 
directed"  to  pay  the  same  to  Cap'.  John  Simpkins  Commissary  to 
enable  him  to  provide  for  Soldiers  Families  agreeable  to  the  re- 
quirement of  the  General  Assembly  by  a  late  Resolve 

\'oted,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Town  be  and  herel)y  are  given  to 
Thomas  Daws  Esq"",  for  his  good  servicies  as  Moderator  of  this 
Meeting 

Tlien  the  Meeting  was  dissolved 


Thursda}'^  o.  (J. Clock  P.M  ]Met  according  to  Adjournment  of 
May  Meeting 

The  Keport  of  the  Committee  relative  to  the  Collectors  of 
Taxes  Premium,  or  allowance  of  Collecting  the  Taxes,  was  again 
read  and  taken  up  after  some  debate,  a  Motion  was  made  that 
said  Report  be  recommitted  —  and  the  Question  being  put  passed 
in  the  Affermative  —  also 

Voted,  that  M^  Samuel  Ruggles  be  added  to  said  Committee  in 
the  Room  of  M'.  Ellis  Gray  who  is  absent 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  a  Meet  allowance  to 
the  Collectors  of  Taxes  for  their  trouble  in  Collecting  —  Reported 
the  following  Vote,  which  was  accepted  by  the  Town  — Viz'. 

[380.]  Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  One  Shilling  on  the  Pound, 
be  and  hereby  is  allowed  to  the  Persons  chose  Collectoi's  of  Taxes 
the  Year  ensuing,  for  all  which  Sums  they  shall  Collect ;  provided 
they  pay  the  same  into  the  severell  Treasuries  within  four  Months, 
and  uine  pence  on  the  Pound  on  all  such  other  Sums  as  they  shall 
have  so  paid  into  the  Treasurer  on  or  before  the  second  Monday 
in  March  17S0  —  This  Premium  as  above  expressd,  appears  to  be 
Just  ant^l  equitable  and  an  ample  allowance  to  the  Collectors  to 
encourage  them  to  dischai'ge  their  Duty  with  dilligeuce  and  Fidelity 
provided  also  that  each  of  said  Collectors  give  Bond  with  sutlicient 
Sureties  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Selectmen  for  the  faithfull  dis- 
charge of  their  Duty  in  said  Office,  and  complying  with  this  Vote 

The  Conunittee  appointed  to  examine  the  Accounts  of  David 
Jeffries  Escf.  Town  Treasurer  have  attended  that  service  and  find 
the  same  right  Cast  and  well  vouched,  in  which  he  chargeth  him- 
self with  the  Sundry  Rents  and  other  Incomes  of  the  Town, 
Amoiniting  to  Twenty  live  thousand  five  huntlred  and  Seventy 
Pounds,  eight  Shillings  and  Six  pence  half  penny 

And  the  Said  Treasurer  discharges  himself  by  Abatements  made 
the  Collectors  amounting  to  Two  Thousand  eight  hundred  and 
Forty  four  Pounds  one  Shilling  and  ten  Pence  —  by  Draughts 
made  by  the  Selectmen  amounting  to  eleven  thousand  nine 
hinidred  and  seven  Pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  ten  Pence,  of 
which  he  has  [)aid  eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  Eighty  Seven 
pounds  thirteen  Shillings  and  ten  Pence — [*-iSl.]  By  Draughts 
made  by  the  Overseers  of  thii  Poor,  amoiinting  to  nine  Thousand 
Six  hundred  and  Seventy  Seven  Pounds  four  Shillings  and  Six 
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pence  of  which  he  has  [);u(l  Seven  thousaiul  nine  hundred  ami 
thirty  five  Pounds  nineteen  Siiilhiigs  and  eleven  Pence  —  Also  bv 
sundry  Sums  paid  for  Interest  amuuntiiiij;  to  Four  thousand  and 
twenty  eight  Pounds,  Seventeen  Shillings  ami  Six  Pence  —  The 
Debit  of  Town  Treasury  in  the  Treasurers  Books  Amounts  to 
thirty  Thousand  four  hundred  and  lifty  one  Pounds  live  Shillings 
and  two  Pence  half  Penny 

The  Committee  have  inspected  said  Draught  in  every  particular 
manner,  and  ever}'  other  branch  of  Publick  charge,  amoiuiting  in 
the  whole  as  above  to  thirty  Thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  one 
Pounds  five  Shillings  and  two  Pence  half  Penny  as  by  Account  of 
Town  Treasury  in  the  Treasurers  Books,  ballance  whereof  In-ing 
four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tMghty  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings 
and  eight  Pence  is  carred  to  the  Debit  of  new  Account 

Which  Report  being  read  —  N'oted,  that  the  same  be  and  hereby 
is  accei)ted 

A  Letter  of  the  Barrack  blaster  (leneral  to  the  Selectmen  of  the 
Town,  praying  leave  to  erect  some  Barracks,  on  such  part  of  the 
Towns  Land,  as  shall  be  thought  most  suitable  and  Convenient, 
was  laid  before  the  Town,  when  it  ap[)eared  to  be  the  sense  of 
the  Town  that  the  Selectmen  confir  with  (reneral  Heath,  and  pur- 
fjose  a  Slip  of  (iroiuid  on  Fort  Hill  for  the  pur[)Ose  aforesaid 

[*>JS*-i.]    The  Town  took  up  the  consideration  of  a  proper  allow- 
ance  to    the    Several     Schoolmasters    whereupon    a    Motion    was 
made  and  carried  that  a  Committee  be  now  cliosen  to  hear  the 
S^'veral  Schoolmasters,  and  Usiiers,  and  the  Town  Treasurer,  and  to 
lve[)ort,  what  Sum  they  may  .Judge  to  be  adequate  to  their  servicies 
for  the  present  Year,  at  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting,  if  theire 
shouUl  be  one  ;  or  at  the  next  Town  Meeting 
Voted,  that  E/.ekiel  Price  Fs(/. 
3P.  Thomas  Walley 
^M"".  Joseph  Barrel 
Samuel  liarret  Es(['". 
'SV.  Nicholas  Bowes 
be  a  Committee  for  the  pur[)ose  aforesaid 
on  a  Motion  made 

Voted,  that  all  matters,  and  Things  which  remain  unfinished  be 
referred  over  to  the  next  Town  Meeting  that  may  be  called  and 
acted  u[)on  — 

Voted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  ToAvn  be  given  to  Thomas  Daws 
Esq''. the  Moderator  of  this  ^Meeting  for  dispatching  the  bnissi- 
ness  thereof 

Then  the  ^lectinu'  was  dissolved. 


[383.]  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  Other  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Boston  duly  qualified  and  legally  warned  in 
publick  Town  Meeting  Assrml)li'd  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Fryday  the 
9"'.  Day  of  July  Anno  Domini  177'.l  10.  (). Clock  —  Forenoon 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  rea<l 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  Itring  in  their 
\'otes  for  a  Moderator;  and  the  same  having  liei'u  l)rought  in  and 
sorted,  it  Appeared  that 
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The  Hon'*'''.  Samuel  Adams  Esq',  was  chosen  Moderator  of  the 
Meeting 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'. 

To  impovver  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  Inspection  and 
Safety  and  such  other  Persons  as  the  Town  may  think  proper  to 
be  Joined  with  them,  to  meet  the  Convention  at  Concord  on  the 
14  Instant  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect,  the  Measures 
Congress  have  recommended  in  their  late  Address" —  was  read; 
and  after  large  debate  had  thereon  the  Question  was  put  — Viz'. 
—  AVhetlier  the  Town  will  now  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  Com- 
mittee to  meet  in  Convention  at  Concord  on  the  14"'.  of  July 
Currant,  witli  such  Committies  as  ma}'  be  sent  by  other  Towns, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  such  Measures,  as  liave  been 
recommended  by  Congress  in  their  late  Address  ;  and  the  liesolu- 
tions  and  proceedings  of  the  People  of  this  Town  in  consequence 
of  said  Address  at  their  Meeting  on  the  17"\  of  June  last  — 
Passed  in  the  Affermative 

[;^84.]     Voted,  that  this   Committee    consist   of  Seven  Per- 
sons 
.    Voted  that  this  Committee  l)e  chosen  by  Ballot 

The  Inhabitants  having  brought  in  their  Votes  for  a  Committee, 
and  tlie  same  being  sorted,  it  appeared  tliat 
M''.  Samuel  Ruggles 
Cap'.  Ainasa  Davis 
M'-.  Thomas  AValley 
Ellis  Gray  Esq'. 
M''.  Stephen  Iligginson 
Samuel  Barret  Esq'. 
Cap'.  John  Ballard 
were  chose  by  a  great  Majority 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  "What  —  Measures  are 
proper  to  be  taken  by  the  Town  for  the  Security  of  the  Same 
when  so  many  Prisoners  of  War  are  going  at  large  —  was  read  — 
whereupon 

^^oted,  lliat  M'.  Joseph  Barrel,  &  General  Hancock  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  take  this  INIatler  into  Consideration,  and    Report  what 
they  may  Judge  most  expedient  to  l)e  done  tliereou 
Adjourned  to  o  (). Clock  in  the  Afternoon 

o.  (). Clock  P:  M:    Met  according  to  Adjournment 

Tile  Committee  ai)pointed  to  consider  what  Measnres  are  most 
expedient  relative  to  Prisonei's  going  at  large  in  this  Town  —  Re- 
ported verbally  —  And  the  Town  having  considered  of  the  same 
came  into  the  following  A'otes  —  Viz'. 

[■iSi>.]  \'oted,  the  Committee  of  Correspondi-nce  Inspection 
and  Safety  be  re(iuested,  instantly  to  apiirehend  and  secure  every 
Prisoner  who  has  not  the  benefit  of  a  Parole  in  this  Town  ;  and  to 
make  early  and  suitable  representation  to  the  Ilon'''^  the  Council 
of  this  State  ;  representing  the  inex[)ediency  and  danger  of  Pris- 
oners being  at  large  in  this  Metropolis  at  any  time,  dui'ing  the 
continuance  of  this  War,  ])ut  more  particular  at  the  present 

Voted,    that  every   Inhabitant  of    this  Town  be  and  hereby  is 
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earnestly  ealknl  upon  to  Report  to  the  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence Inspection  and  Safety,  the  Names  of  any  Persons  whose 
Characters  are  Suspicious  ;  that  a  Matter  of  so  much  cousecpience 
to  the  Safety  of  this  Town,  may  be  properly  and  effectually 
attended   to 

]\r.  Kugoles  chosen  a  Member  of  the  Committee  of  Convention 
having  desired  to  be  excused  by  the  Town  from  serving  on  that 
Committee  —  the  (.Question  was  put  —  Wiiether  the  Town  will 
excuse  him  —  passed   in  the  Negative 

The  Committee  chosen  to  hear  the  Several  Sehoolmasters,  and 
Ushers,  as  also  the  'I'own  Treasurer  and  Report  at  this  ^Meeting 
what  Sums  the}'  Judge  to  be  atkHjuate  to  their  services  for  the 
present  Year  ;  having  heard  the  said  Schoolmasters.  Ushers  and 
Treasurer  &,  considered  what  Sums  may  be  adequate  to  tiieir 
Servicies —  Report  that  by  the  high  price  of  Provisions  and  all  the 
necessary  Articles  of  Life,  the  Schoolmasters,  Ushers  and  the 
Town  Treasurer,  for  Six  mouths  only,  to  connnence  in  March  last 
receive  the  Sums  followin<i"  —  \'iz'. 

[ri8G.]  M'.  Samuel  Hunt £'1000 

M\  William  Bentley (;.')0 

M^  Sanuiel  Ilolbrook  -----  (Mo 

Including  House  Rent  M'.  John  Tileston  ------         7110 

Includiug  d".     -  I\P.  James  Carter    ------  OoO 

Mr.  Holbrook  the  Usher  -     -     -     -  300 

And  that  the  Town  Treasurer  receive  for  six  ^lonths  )  ^„„ 

,                           -Mil.  ■  t>OU 

to  commence  \n  .March  last --| 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  considered,  and  amended, 
the  Question  was  put — Viz'.  — whether  the  same  shall  be  ac- 
cepted —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

On  a  Motion,  Voted,  that  the  aforenamed  Committee  on  (Irauts, 
be  desired  to  make  enquiry  into  the  past  .Servicies  of  the  Town 
Treasurer,  and  make  Rei)ort  at  the  Adjournment  what  Sum  thry 
shall  Judge  to  be  adequate  thereto 

The  following  Persons  were    chose  Clerks  of    the   Market    for 
the  ensuing  Year  in  the  Room  of  Cap',   (iowen   Brown,   Williau) 
Prentice,  William  Knox  and  Daniel  Scars  who  are  out  of  Town 
Mess".  Beniamin   Austin  Ju^ 
Wil'liam  Dall  Juu^ 
"\\'illiam  Dennison 
John  Joy 

On  a  jMotion  Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  publish 
an  Extract  from  the  Law  relative  to  Strangers  ;  and  that  they 
use  their  utmost  endeavors,  that  an  Act  of  such  consecpience  to 
this  Town,  be   most  strictly  observed 

[<JS7.]  Voted,  that  the  foregoing  Vote  calling  upon  the 
Inha])itants  to  give  in  the  Names  of  Persons  susi)ected  to  !)e 
inimical  to  the  Cause  of  An)erica  to  the  Committee  of  Corre- 
s[)ondence  Inspection  and  Safety  ])e  also  publislied  in  the  News 
Papers 

Adjourned  to  ^Monday  the  2<;'-'.  Day  of  July  Instant  10: 
O:  Clock  before  Noon 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  adjourned 
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Monday  10.  O:  Clock  Forenoon  met  according  to  Adjourn- 
ment 

Tlie  Article  in  the  Warrant.  Viz'.  "  To  consider  what  is  proper 
to  be  done  in  order  to  have  the  Ways  at  Winnisimit  Ferry  put  in 
proper  repair"  — was  read  and  considered  —  whereupon 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  and  hereby  are  directed  and 
impowered  to  treat  with,  and  Lease  to  any  Person  or  Persons, 
who  may  appear  to  hire  the  same;  Winnisimit  Ferrey,  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  fifteen  years,  upon  such  Terms  and  Conditions  as 
to  the  Selectmen  shall  appear  for  the  Interest  of  the  Town  — 
or  to  repair  the  said  Ferry  Ways  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
Judge  most  advantageious,  and  then  to  let  the  same  upon  such 
conditions,  as  they  may  Judge  best,  not  exceeding  the  term  of 
time  l)efore  mentioned 

A  Mution  was  made  by  General  Hancock  relative  to  Beacon 
Hill,  but  not  Acted  upon  as  the  same  was  not  inserted  in  the 
Warrant  for  calling  a  Meeting,  and  the  Town  were  of  opinion, 
that  this  matter  would  come  with  proi^riety  before  the  Selectmen 

[*i<S<S.]  The  Connnittee  of  Correspondence  Insi)eetion  and 
Safety  Reported  to  the  Town  verbally,  their  doings  in  Compliance 
with  late  Vote  respecting  Prissioners  going  at  Large  and  also  laid 
before  the  Town  the  representation  they  had  Made  to  the  Hon'^'^ 
the  Council  of  this  State  relative  to  this  Matter  —  whereupon 

Voted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town  be  and  hereby  are  given  to 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence  &c  for  their  special  Vigilance 
on  so  important  an  occasion 

The  Committee  appointed  to  attend  the  Convention  at  Concord, 
were  desired  to  Report  their  doings  in  Convention,  at  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  this  Meeting 

Voted,  that  when  this  Meeting  sliall  lie  Adjourned,  it  be  to 
Wednesday  next  9.  O. Clock  A:  M:  for  the  special  purposes  of  re- 
ceiving the  Report  of  said  Committee,  and  that  the  Selectmen  be 
directed  to  Notify  the  Lihabitants  of  the  Buissiness  of  said  Ad- 
journment 

Tlie  Article  in  the  Warrant  —  Viz'.  "To  consider  what  allow- 
ance shall  be  made  the  Assessors,  for  their  past  servicies,"  was 
read  and  considered  whereupon  the  Question  was  put.  Viz*. 
wiiether  the  Selectmen  shall  be  Authorised  to  allowe  to  each  of  the 
Assessors  for  their  past  Servicies,  twelve  Dollars  p  day  —  passed 
in  the  Affermative  unanimously 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday  next  the  28  Ins'.  D.  O. Clock 

At  a  Meeting  of  tlie  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duley  qualified  &  Legally  warned  in  publick 
Town  jMeeting  Assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Monday  y^  26"^. 
Day  of  Jidy  Anno  I)om.  1779. 

[;^81).]      >Vari-ant  for  calling  the  Meeting — read 
The    Inhabitants  wei'e  directed    to  bring  in  their  Votes   for  a 
Moderator  of  this  Meeting  and  the  same  having  been  brought  in 
;ind  sorted  it  appeared  tlmt 

The  Hon'''"'.  John  Hancock  Esq', 
was  chosen 
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The  Article  in  the  Wairaiit  —  ^'iz'.  — ''To  consider  and  grant 
such  further  Sums  of  Money,  and  in  sncli  manner  as  may  he 
Judi2;ed  needfull  for  defreyin;j,'  the  necessary  Charges  of  the  Town 
the  present  Year"  —  was  read,  and  after  (hie  consideration 

Voted,  that  the  further  Sum  of  Thirty  thousand  in  addition  to 
the  £.•>(), 000.  granted  the  t-.velfthof  Marcli  last,  he  raised  hy  a  Tax 
upon  Polls,  and  Estates  within  this  Town  for  the  Kelief  of  the 
Poor,  and  defreyiug  other  necesssary  Charges  arising  within  this 
Town  the  ensuing  Year 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved 

At  a  Meeting  of  tiie  Freeholders  ivic  hv  Adiounimeiit,  from  the 
1)"'.  and  26"'.   Instant.  '.).  O. Clock  A:  M:  ' 

The  Constables  made  Ivelurn  on  the  Warrant  for  notefying  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Adjournment 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Kepresent  this  Town  iu  the  Conven- 
tion begun  and  held,  [!;ii)0.]  at  Concord  on  the  11"'.  day  of  July 
Instant  for  the  [)urpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  ^Measures  rec- 
onunended  by  Congress  to  the  Iniiabitants  of  the  United  States  in 
their  late  wise  seasonable  and  animating  Address — •Kei)orted  as 
follows,  See  particulars  as  entered  at  Large  in  the  fair  (.Quarto 
Book  of  Town  Meeting  from  Page  iK")  to  114 

The  Report  having  been  read,  after  due  consideration  of  the  Same 
the  (Question  was  put  —  \'iz'.  — Whether  the  Town  will  receive  and 
adopt  the  Resolutions  and  proceedings,  aforesaid,  and  so  far  as  is 
in  their  Power  will  take  every  effectual  Measure  to  carrey  them 
into  execution  —  Passed  in  the  Affermalive  —  unanimously —  also 
Voted,  that 

Natlr.  Appleton  Ks(\\ 
Edward  (ireen 
Ebenezer  Hancock  Esq^ 
Ellis  (;lray —  Esq'. 
]\r.  Joseph  Russell 
]^^^  rienry  Prentice 
J\P.  John  Sweetser 
be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider  and   Rei)ort 
the  most  speedy  and  effectual  Measures  for  carrying  the  Proceed- 
ings of  Convention  into  effect — -further 
Voted, 

Isaac  Smith  Esq'. 
j\P.  Thomas  Wallcy 
M'.  Leonard  Jarvis 
Cap".  Isaac  Sears 
ISP.  Iliggerson 
^V.  William  Foster 
]\P.  Joseph  Barrel 
[291.]  Cai)'.  John  Ballard 

Col".  Andrew  Symms 
Cap'.  Gibbins  Sharp 
Cap'.  Robert  Davis 
I\['.  John  Fenno 
M'.  Nathaniel  Baker 


7  4  City  Document  No.   (SO. 

be  and  liereb}'  are  appointed  and  irapowered  to  affix  pricies  on  the 
Several  Articles  mentioned  in  the  4"".  &  5"'.  Resolutions  of  the 
Convention 

Voted,  tliat  when  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned,  it  shall  be  to 
Wednesday  next  0.  O. Clock  in  the  Forenoon  to  meet  at  this  place 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Wednesday  the  4"\  Day  of  August  i).  O:  Clock.  Forenoon,  Met 
according  to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  most  effectual  and 
speedy  means  to  carry  the  proceedings  and  Resolutions  of  the  Con- 
vention at  Concord  into  effect  —  Reported  in  part  as  their  Opin- 
ion," that  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  further  Reduction  of  Prices, 
sliould  take  place,  and  it  cannot  be  reasonably  expected,  unless 
the  3Ietho(l  of  Loving  —  \_siG  lowering]  recommended  by  the  Con- 
vention of  Concord,  be  fully  adopted.  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  apply  to  the  Inhabitants,  of  this  Town  and  earnestly, 
request  them,  voluntarley  to  Subscribe  as  much  Money  as  they  can 
possibly  spare  or  Loan  to  Government,  that  the  Necessity  of  fur- 
ther Emissions  may  be  prevented 

[*-i9!<J.]  The  foregoing  Report  being  read  and  considered  the 
Question  was  put  —  Viz'.  —  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted 
— '  passed  in  the  Affermative  —  also 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  be  directed  to  Report  again  at  the 
Adjournment  anil  that  Samuel  Barret  Esq'",  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee 

Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  now  appoint'd  to  procure  Subscrip- 
tions for  a  Loan  of  Money  to  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  preceding 
Vote  ;  and  that  the  Substance  of  said  Vote,  be  taken  as  the  pre- 
amble to  the  Subscription  Paper 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  appointed  at  a  Body  Meeting,  for 
the  purpose  of  i)rocuring  Subscrii)tions  to  fortify  the  Harbour  &c 
exclusive  of  the  Ca[)'.  of  each  Ward — Viz*. 

Mess"'.  .Tohn  R.  Sigorney  ]  Ward 

William  Cloagh  j"  N".  1 

Cap'.  John  Lambert  \  ,-, 

Ebenezer  Hancock  E-.(['.  j 
Nathaniel  Fellows  ]  .-, 

Samuel  Eliot  J 

John  Cogswell  ]  , 

Daniel  Parker  ]  * 

Thomas  Hitchburne 
John  Pulling 
Cap'.  Samuel  Barret 
John  l>arret  Ju'. 
Cap'.  .lob  Prince  Sen"". 
M''.  William  Davis 
M"".  Samuel  Eliot 
Cap'.  .Tones 

['-i*.):5.]  Cap'.  David  Spear  \  Ward 

M^  William  Suttc  n  j  N'^  l) 
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]Ma)Oi"  John  Roiul  ) 

Col".  Thomas  Diiwcs  ) 

Col".  Tlioiims  Crafts  ( 

Ilonn'  Hill  Ks(|'.  i 

Cap'.  Amasa  Davis  ( 

M'.  William  Gooch  \ 
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bo  and  lioi'oby  are  appoiiitod  ;i  Committee  to  procure  Subscriptions 
for  a  Loan  to  Congress  agreeable  to  the  preceeding  Report  and 
Vote  thereon 

The  Resolutions  of  the  Town  of  Milton  relative*  to  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Convention  at  Concord,  wei'e  laid  liefore  the  Town, 
and  being  read,  were  much  approved  of  by  the  Infiabitants 

The  Con)Miittee  appointed  to  atlix  the  pri«es  of  the  .several  Arti- 
cles mentioned  in  the  foiirfh  and  Fi'tyJi  Resolutions  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  Concord,  being  called  upon  to  make  l»ep(jrt  informed  the 
Town  ;  that  they  were  not  as  yet  able  to  do  it,  but  that  they  had 
so  attended  to  the  P.uissiness  Assigned  them,  and  had  made  such 
enquires,  and  taken  such  previous  Measures  for  information,  as 
lead  them  to  api)rehend,  tliey  might  l)e  ready  to  Re|)ort  by  Tues- 
day next 

It  being  rei)resented  in  this  ]\[eeting,  that  two  Piisoners.  not 
u[)on  Parole  had  taken  their  Residence  at  a  House  in  y".  South 
Part  of  the  Town 

^'(^ted,  that  the  Conniiittee  of  Correspondence  Inspection  and 
Safety  be  acquainted  therewith,  and  ['-iD-l.]  Desired  to  take  such 
Pleasures  as  they  may  Judge  expedient  for  the  Security  of  the 
Town 

On  a  Motion  made 

\'oted,  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  ]Monday  next  being 
the  9"'.  Instant.  '■).  O:  Clock  Afternoon  — also 

\'oted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  cause  written  Notidca- 
tions  of  the  ^Vdjournmeut  and  the  buissiness  to  be  then  transacted, 
to  be  sent  to  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inlial)itants  of  tiie  Town 

And  the  ]\Ieeting  was  then  accordingly  Adjourned 

Monday  the  9"\  of  August  3.  (). Clock  Afternoon  —  met  accord- 
ing to  Adjournment 

The  Ilon'''*^^.  Sanmel  Adams  Esq^  the  ^Moderator  of  this  ^NTeeting, 
informing  the  Town  that  he  was  going  on  a  Journey  and  desires  a 
^loderatoi-  might  be  chosen  in  liis  room 

\'oted,  that  a  3Ioderator  Pro  Tempory  be  now  chosen  by  a 
I  land  Vote 

John  Scollay  Esq"",  was  then  chosen,  Init  not  being  found,  the 
Town  to  prevent  loss  of  time,  proceeded  to  another  chose,  wiien 

John  Rowe  Esq^  was  chosen  in  the  room  of  John  Scollay  Esq^ 
Moderator  Pro.  Tem". 

['-il),!.]  The  Committee  chosen  by  the  Town  to  allix  priciesou 
Eiu'opean  Goods  &c —  Ixeported  verbally  — 

'I'liat  they  had  contimied  their  Attention  to  the  buissiness 
assigned  them,  but  should  not  be  able  to  Report  fully  before  — 
Wednesday  next 
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The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Town  to  consider  and  devise 
the  most  etTectiial  Measures  to  carry  the  Resolutions  of  the  late 
Convention  at  Concord  into  effect  —  Reported — which  Report 
being  read,  alter  some  debate  thereon,  on  a  Motion  made 

^'ote(i,  that  the  forementioned  Report  be  recommitted,  and  the 
said  Committee  are  desired  to  Report  again  at  the  Adjournment 

On  a  Motion  made  —  ^'oted,  that  a  Committee  be  now  chosen 
to  make  euquirey  and  consider  and  Report  to  the  Town  at  the 
Adjournment  of  this  Meeting,  what  they  shall  Judge  may  l)e  best 
or  further  necessary  for  the  Town  to  do,  for  their  security  in  case 
uf  an  Invasion  from  the  Enemy 

Voted,  that  Sanuiel  Harret  Esq^ 
Col".  Thomas  Dawes 
Col".  Jabez  Hatch 
CoP.  Thomas  Crafts 
Maj-".  Thomas  Melvin  [Melville?] 
D*".  Charles  Jarvis 
Cap*.  Amasa  Davis 
be  a  Committee  for  the  Purpose  aforesaid 

On  a  iNIotion,  made.  Voted  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to 
Thursday  next  12  Ins'  . —  12.  0. Clock  at  noon 

[;296.]     And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Thursday  August  12"'. —  meet  according  to  Adjournment 
The  CIon:;mittee  appointed  by  the  Town  to  atllx  the    pricies  of 
European  Goods  &c  —  Reported  and  it  was  Voted,  that  the  same 
should  be  taken  xi\)  and  considered,  Paragraph  by  Paragrai)h  — 

After  some  debate  on  said  Report  a  ^lotion  was  made  and  car- 
ried that  the  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  o.  O. Clock  Afternoon 

3.  O. Clock,  Afternoon,  meet  according  to  Adjournment 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  for  afHxing  prices  of  European 
Goods,  «&c  was  again  read,  and  after  some  debate  had  thereon  — 
a  Motion  was  made  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  Re- 
port be  referred  to  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting,  which  it  was 
proposed  should  be  next  INIonday  10.  O. Clock  in  the  Eorenoon  — 
And  the  (.Question  bcnig  accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the  Afferma- 
tive 

The  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  Inhaliitants  of  this  Town, 
P>utcliers,  Tanners,  Leather  Dressers,  Tallow  Chandlers  and  Soap 
Rollers,  praying  that  the  Town  would  enter  upon  some  speedy 
Measures  for  the  introduction  of  live  Stock,  so  that  the  Butch- 
ering i)usiness  may  be  again  carried  on  in  this  Town  as  also 
the  other  branches  of  Matnifacturers  [*^97.]  Which  have  been 
driven  from  us  to  the  Neighbouring  Towns,  to  their  no  small 
l)enelit,  and  the  great  loss  and  damage  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Town,  and  offering  their  service,  in  going  into  the  Country  for 
Cattle  & — was  read,  and  after  some  debate  and  consideration 

^■oted,  that  the  further  (consideration  of  this  Petition  be  reft'erred 
to  a  Committee,  who  are  desired  to  make  Report  at  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  this  Meetinti 
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Voted,  tli.it  Tiioiiuis  C'nifts  Esq^ 
Calob  Davis  Ksfl^ 
Kzekicl  Price  Esq". 
JM'.  William   I)ii\  is 
Cap',  .loliii  Hallanl 
IVP.  Leonard  -latvis 
1\V.  Sliiii)ael  Ileus 
be  a  Coinniil  tee  tor  the  jmrpose 

The  contessiou  of  one  Kveret  of  Roxlduv  who  had  violated  the 
late  Regulations  of  the  Convention,  in  this  Town,  by  l)i-in<iing  ini- 
nierchantable  Meat  into  the  Town  and  with  a  Letter  froni  the 
Selectmen  of  Koxbury.  transmitting'  the  same  were  vend 

The  Committee  ap[)ointed  ••  to  devise  means  for  tiie  further  se- 
curiety  and  defence  of  the  Town,  in  case  of  an  Invasion  "  —  Re- 
ported and  the  same  having  been  read,  a  .Motiou  was  mach'  and 
carried  that  said  Report  be  recommitted 

[^1)8.]  Adjourned  to  ^londay  next  being  the  Ki"'.  of  August 
Ins'.  1*.  (). Clock  in  the  I-'orenoon 

Mond;iy  9.  (). Clock  in  the  Forenoon  meet  according  to  Adjourii- 
nieiit 

i'he  Couunittee  a|ipointed  to  enquiri'  what  is  further  necessary 
to  be  done  l)y  the  Town  for  their  security  in  case  of  Invasion  have 
attended  that  service  and  Ijcg  leave  —  To  Report  —  That  great 
part  of  the  Arms  (pioted  in  the  Schedule  delivered  to  the  Com- 
mittee as  put  into  the  Hands  of  the  Melitia  Olllcers  of  the  Town, 
were  delivered  to  several  IVrsons  who  from  time  to  time  went 
into  the  Publick  service,  as  the  Town  quota  or  Draught  of  3Ien 
for  one  Department  and  another  and  are  not  returned  and  in  gen- 
eral they  were  very  Itnd  Arms  and  man}'  of  them  burst  in  the 
Tryall,  they  tiierefore  recomend  to  the  Town  lo  direct  the  Select- 
men to  make  immediate  Application  to  the  Hon''''.  Council  of  the 
State  for  a  Loan  of  Such  Arms  as  Col".  Hatch  shall  rei)ort  are 
Still  detlicient  the  same  to  be  put  into  his  Hands  to  be  delivered 
from  time  to  time  as  there  may  be  occasion  for  the  immediate  de- 
fence of  this  Town,  to  his  Ollicers  for  the  use  of  such  Persons  in 
their  resj)ective  Companies  as  are  not  ai)le  to  procure  Aims  for 
themsi'lves  to  be  returned  in  the  Fall 

Tliat  Col".  Hatch  is  of  0|)inion  that  the  lixed  amunition  meii- 
tionec?  in  the  aforesaid  Scheilule  is  in  jiossession  of  his  s(>vernl 
Ollicers  [*ilM).]  Tiiat  He  has  taken  a  List  of  it  and  will  ascertain 
the  Quantity  and  where  deposited 

Your  Committee  are  of  Opinion  that  it  would  be  enestiinable 
service  in  case  of  Invasion  and  therefore  wish  to  have  it  recom- 
mended by  the  Town  to  a  number  of  Gentlemen  who  have  been  in 
the  Continental  and  State  .\rtiUerv  Service  to  form  themselves 
into  an  Association  or  lnde|)endant  Corps  for  the  pu.'pose  of  tak- 
ing such  command  rendering  such  service  as  mav  be  Assigned 
tliein,  and  also  that  one  or  more  Companies  of  Artilleiv  be  raised 
from  among  the  Masters  of  Vessells,  and  other  Inhal)itants  for 
the  defence  of  the  Town,  and  |)ut  und(>r  immediate  Discipline 

They   further  Reiiorted  that   it  lie  Recomended   lo  give  Orders 
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for  presenting  all  Persons  who  shall  neglect  to  Equip  themselves, 
or  to  attend  the  Millitary  Musters  to  the  utmost  extent  of  the 
Law 

Thev  also  earnestly  recommend  to  such  Gentelmen  who  have 
hitherto  Neglected  Military  Duty  to  turn  out  in  their  Several 
Wards  that  all  Companies  may  equal  those  whose  accomplish- 
ments in  the  Military  Art  while  they  reflect  the  highest  Honour  on 
them  must  be  productive  of  the  most  Asseutial  Service  in  time  of 
Danger 

All  which  is  humbly  Submitted 

Samuel  Barrett  Chairman 
f30().]     The   foregoing   Report    having    been    read   and    con- 
sidered Paragraph  by  Paragrapii,  the  Question  was  put  ''  Whether 
the  Report  as  it  now  stands  amended  be  accepted  —  passed  in  the 
Affermative  —  also 

Voted,  that  Cap'.  Gustavus  Fellows 

Col".  Thomas  Dawes 

CoP.  Thomas  Crafts 

Col".  Nathaniel  Barber 

Cap'.  Diamond  Moreton 

Cai)'.  Job  Prince 

Cap'.  Daniel  Martin 
be    aucl    hereby    are   appointed    a    Committee    to    endeavour     the 
obtaining  such  Associations  as  are  reff erred  to  in  the  two  foregoing 
Articles,  and  also  the  carrying  the  other  Articles  of  said  Report 
into  effect 
On  a  Motion 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  requested  to  make  further  enquiry 
into  the  disposal  of  eighty  Fire  Arms  delivered  by  them  to  the 
?.Iilitia  Oflicers  of  this  Town,  and  five  hundred  eighty  seven 
delivered  to  Col".  lulward  Procter  by  order  from  the  Selectmen 
aforesaid  on  the  Board  of  War,  sometime  in  May  1777  which 
007  Arms  were  delivered  hy  the  said  Board  of  War,  pursuant  to 
a  Resolve  of  tlie  General  Court  of  May  G"'.  1777  —  the  Selectmen 
to  Report  how  many  of  the  said  Arms  are  now  in  the  Town,  and 
where  deposited  ;  and  how  the  others  were  disposed  of  ;  also  to 
make  an  encpiirey  relative  to  a  Number  of  Cartridges  delivered 
to  the  ^lilitia  Oflicers  being  part  of  the  Town   Stock 

[301.]  The  Committee  apijoiuted  to  atfix  the  Pricies  of  the 
Several  Articles  mentioned  in  the  4"'.  and  5"'.  Resolves  of  the 
Convention  held  at  Concord  July  14"'.  177U  Reported 

Whereas  the  Goods  and  wares  imported  from  Europe  are  so 
various  in  their  kinds  and  qualities  as  to  render  it  quite  impracti- 
cable to  determine  the  exact  Price  at  wliich  every  Article  ought 
to  sold  and  it  is  necessary  the  Pricies  of  those  kinds  of  Goods, 
should  be  reduced  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  West  India 
Imports 

'rherefore  Resolved  that  all  Holders  and  Retailers  of  Europian 
Wares  and  Merchandize  shall  from  time  to  time  forward  sell  all 
such  Articles  at  twenty  pC'.  or  one  fifth  part  less  than  the  Prices 
at  wliich  the  same  Articles  were  sold  in  the  Month  of  July  last, 
that  bein^  the  avarice  deduction  in  the  Prices  of  Wc^t  India  Goods 
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And  in  Order  that  the  aforegoing  Resolve  may  be  more 
effectually  cuniplyed  with,  and  that  all  those  who  wish  to  enrich 
themselves  at  the  Expence  of  their  Neighliours,  and  who  on  all 
Occasions  are  disposed  to  take  Advantage  of  onr  Friends  in 
tlie  Country  may  he  prevented  in  future  from  I'reying  upcjn  their 
more  worthy  fellow  citizens  and  Country  liretheren 

lie  it  Resolved,  that  William  Cooper  Esq'.  M'.  (;il)bens  Shar[), 
Cap'.  Isaac  Phillii)s,  Col".  Edward  Procter.  Cap'.  (Uistavus  Fellows 
Maior  Thomas  Melvill,  iM'.  Ilein-v  Prentice,  .AF.  William  Iloskins 
lli()2.]  Cai)'.  Alex^  Willson  D'."  Xatli'.  Noyes  ^F.  Sanmel  Hug- 
gles,  AF.  -Joshua  Pulling  and  I)'.  Charles  darvis,  be  a  Coniniittic 
with  whom  may  be  lodg'd  Comi)laints  of  all  X'iolations  and  eva- 
sions of  the  above  Resolve,  who  are  herc'l)y  impowered  and  directed 
to  enquire  into  all  Such  comi)laints  and  to  i'ublish  the  Na>nes  of 
those  who  upon  good  and  Satisfactory  Evidence  may  be  convicted 
of  \"iolating  or  evading  said  Resolves,  as  Enemies  to  their  Countiy 
as  they  may  be  delt  with  according  to  their  Demerit  and  all  Per- 
sons wiu'ther  from  the  Town  or  Country,  who  may  think  themselves 
imposed  n[)on  by  any  Persoji  in  the  Town  in  not  Complying  with 
the  aforegoing  Resolve  are  hereby  desired  to  lodge  a  Complaint 
witli  aforementioned  Committee  that  the  INFitter  may  be  encjuired 
into 

Resolved  that  the  following  Pri(;es  for  Laliourers  and  Manu- 
factures &c.  be  the  higliest  tliat  shall  be  demanded  or  given  for 
the  future  Labourers  ('>()/  p  Day  tliey  finding  themselves  Ship- 
Carpenters,  Carpenters,  caulkers.  Riggers  Ship  Joiners  Ilouse- 
w lights  and  Masens  78/ p  Day  the}'  finding  themselves — Black- 
smiths lUock  makers,  Carvers,  Cabinet  makers  Peiwtarers  shall 
reduce  their  Prices  at  Least  10  p  C.  from  the  Preasent  I'rices  — 
Printers  Ropemakers  lioat  Builders  Coopers  Cordwainers  and  Tiu- 
m-m  shall  reduce  their  Prices  at  least  twenty  pc  from  the  Present 
Prices — Suillmakers  shall  not  iiave  more  than  i'l  .8/  p  Bolt  for  work- 
ing New  Canvas  and  for  old  Work  in  Proportion  [30t$.]  Tanners 
18/  p  Pound  for  Sole  Leather  and  other  Leather  in  proportion  — 
Leather  Dressers  for  a  [V.  Dearskin  Breeches  of  the  very  best  sort 
—  £3o  and  other  Articles  in  pr()i)ortion  —  Hatters  for  best  Beaver 
Hatts  £.'};'>.  beaveretts  i'24  and  (elt  Hatts  £4  eacii,  Barbers  and  h:ur 
Dressers  shall  reduce  their  Prices  from  tiie  present  rates  at  least 
1.')/  Tailors  shall  not  have  more  than  £l.s  p  Suit  for  plain  Cloaths 
£22.  10/  for  half  trinied,  and  otiier  Work  in  proportion  — 
Painters  shall  reduce  their  Prices  from  the  present  rate  lo  p  C". 
Ship  Chandlers  shall  re(hice  their  prices  from  the  present  Rate 
20  p  C.  execept  Pitch  which  shall  not  exceed  £00  p  Barrell  and 
Tar  and  Turpentine  £."^)0.  each  Truckman  for  truckage  of  a  Large 
Hogshead  of  Sugar  18/  Molasses  Rum  &e  15/  tierces  !»/  Barrel  1/ 
l)y  the  Load  and  Other  AV^ork  in  proportion  —  Wharlingers  for 
Wharfage,  Cording.  Sealing  and  carrying  off  Wood  £'.">.  12/  [»  Cord 
Farriers  for  Shoeing  a  Horse  all  round  £(1  and  for  shifting  a  set  of 
Shoes  -18/  —  Refined  Iron  £;>7.  10/  p  C.  Card  makers  t'.lC  p  doz". 
for  Cards  and  GG/  a  single  pnir.  Glaziers  for  setting  (ilass  and 
finding  the  putty  shall  not  have  more  than  -t/  G  p  square,  Inholders 
and  Victuallers  shall  reduce  their  Prices  of  Victuallinii-  and   Horse 
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Keeping  in  proportion  to  the  Reduction  of  the  Prices  of  Provisions 
and  Hay  —  Hucksters  shall  not  take  more  than  Six-pence  advance 
upon  the  shilling  —  Fishmongers  shall  not  take  more  than  12d.  [> 
pound  for  Cod,  3''.  for  Haddock  and  1/  3  for  Hall3'but,  without 
entrails.  Goldsmiths  shall  not  demand  of  the  Purchaser  no  more 
than  tlie  weight  of  the  Plate  they  Manufacture  and  twenty  Times 
what  they  had  for  their  Labour  in  Manufacturing  l)efore  the  year 
1775  [304.]  All  Other  Tradesmen  not  mentioned  shall  reduce 
their  Prices  in  an  Average  [)roportion  Avith  those  of  their  Bretheren, 
and  the  Article  of  Consumption 

Isaac  Smith  p  Order 

Which  Report  having  been  read  and  taken  up,  Paragraph  by 
Paragraph  the  Question  was  i)ut  Mz'.  Whether  such  Report  as 
amended  by  the  said  Town  be  accepted  passed  in  the  Affermative 
and  so  far  as  relates  to  regulating  prices  of  Goods  unanimously 

Adjourned  to  5.  O. Clock  P.Mr  " 

5.  OClock  Met  according  to  Adjournment  A  Committee  Ap- 
pointed to  consider  and  report  the  most  effectual  and  Speedy 
Measures  for  carrying  the  Resolves  of  the  Convention  and  of  the 
Town  into  Effect  reported  as  follows 

Whereas  the  carrying  into  effect  the  Resolutions  of  the  Conven- 
tion at  Concord  and  the  subsequent  Resolves  of  this  Town  in  Con- 
formit}'  thereto  is  of  the  last  importance  to  the  Community  and 
the  Violation  of  them  in  the  present  scituation  of  Publick  Affairs  a 
crime  of  the  deepest  dye 

Voted,  that  an}'  Person  directly  or  indirectly  either  by  himself 
or  any  Person  for  and  under  him  who  shall  buy  or  sell,  or  Offer  to 
give  or  take  an  higher  price  at  publick  Market  or  private  Sale  or 
who  may  withhold  any  Article  exce[)t  from  Persons  who  may  be 
Inhabitants  of  such  places  as  have  not  Adopted  simaler  measures 
or  in  any  [.>05.]  Other  Way  whatever  Violate  the  said  Resolu- 
tions shall  have  his  or  her  Names  Published  by  the  Committee 
hereafter  Appointed  in  the  News  Papers  in  this  Town  that  the 
Pulilick  knowing  may  Abstain  from  all  Trade  And  Conversation 
with  them  and  the  People  at  Large  intiict  upon  them  that  Punish- 
ment which  such  Wretches  deserve  tatrade  or  hold  any  intercourse 
or  conversation  with  such  Persons 

Voted,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  ever}'  Citizen  to  keep  a  Vigilant 
Eye  ui)on  his  Neighbour  that  Any  infrindgements  upon  the  Resolu- 
tions aforesaid  mav'  be  prevented  and  where  it  may  unhap|)ely 
take  place  to  give  immediate  information  to  the  Committee, 
Ajjpointed  to  receive  such  Complaints 

Voted,  that  William  Cooper  Esq'.  Deacon  Gibbens  Sharp, 
Cap'.  Isaac  Phillips,  Col".  Edw'^  Procter,  Cap'.  Gustavus  Fellows, 
Maj'.  Thomas  iMclvill,  M''.  Henry  Prentice,  M"".  William  Hoskius, 
Cap'.  Alex'.  Wilson  Docf.  Nath'.  Noyes,  M"'.  Sam'.  Ruggles, 
Cap'.  .John  Pulling  and  Docf.  Charles  Jarvis,  be  a  Committee  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  In  as  much  as  sending  Servants  to  the 
Market  Ferries  to  the  Neck,  and  to  the  Neighbouring  Towns  with 
discretionary  Orders  has  a  direct  tendency  to  counteract  the 
Resolves  of  the  Convention  and  of  this  Town 
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Therefore  it  is  repeatedly  and  especially  Kesolved  that  if  any 
I'erson  who  shall  by  Ins  Servant  or  any  Person  under  hini  prt-snnie 
eitiier  directly  or  indirectly  to  Offer  or  <x\ve  either  in  Town  [.*i()(».] 
Or  out  of  it  for  any  Article  of  Cousnniptiou  an  hi^^her  I'rice  than 
is  Stipulated  therefore  in  the  Resolves  aforesaid  incure  the  Ingest 
Kesentinent  of  the  People  and  l)e  proceeded  against  as  in  the  lirst 
preceediug  Resolves,  And  the  Connnittee  of  Twelve  Appointed  to 
Aid  the  Civil  Magistrate  in  the  Execution  of  the  Monopoly  Act, 
are  hereby  apijointed  a  Committee  to  Advance  and  Assist  the 
Connnittee  of  thirteen  aforesaid  in  cari'ying  this  Resolve  into  tlie 
fidlest  Execution 

'I'he  Committee  further  Re[)orfc  that  the  Inliaiiitants  in  all  tiieir 
Purchases  of  Meat,  buy  by  tlie  Pound  and  not  l)y  the  (piarler  as 
the  latter  .Mode  is  an  Inlet  to  great  evasions  aiul  may  elude  the 
salutary  Purpose  in  \'iew 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Connnittee  of  the 
Neighbouring  Towns  to  Meet  together  as  Speedialy  as  possible  at 
any  'I'own  which  they  may  think  proper  to  fix  the  Prices  which 
Vegetables  and  other  Articles  n(jt  alicady  regulated  as  usiniUy 
lirought  to  this  Market  shall  be  sold  and  delivered  in  this  Town 
and  nnike  returne  to  the  C(nnmittee  of  the  State  Convention  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  Published  for  the  (ioverment  of  its 
lidiabitants 

Xatiianikl  Ai'i'LirroN  p  Order 

The  foregoing  Re|)ort  having  been  considered  and  amended,  it 
was  \'oled  unanimously  that  the  Town  do  acce[)t  the  same 

On  a  .Motion  \'oted,  that  the  foregoing  Report  and  the  preceed- 
ing  Report  relative  to  alUxing  [iJOT.]  Prices  be  i)rinted  in  the 
Thnrsdays  Pa[)ers ;  and  that  the  sanu'  be  also  printed  in  hand 
Hills  as  also  the  Prices  of  Articles  affexed  by  the  Convention,  ami 
disi)osed  among  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town. 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  reciuested  to  print  the  fon-going 
Votes  in  the  Thursdays  Papers 

The  Connnittee  ai)p()inted  on  the  Petition  of  severed  Ihitclii'rs 
and  others.      Repented  and  agreeable  to  said    Report 

Voted,  that  Shops  or  Stalls  bt;  o[)ened  in  the  Severed  i)arts  of 
the  Town  f(U'  supplying  the  Inhabitants  with  Rutchers  Meat 

Voted,  that  part  of  the  Stalls  in  Faneuil  Hall  Market  be  alloted 
to  the  lUitchers  of  the  Town  under  such  regidations  as  the  Select- 
men shall  direct 

Voted,  that  all  the  Hides  and  Tallow  belonging  to  the  Creatuies 
slaughtered  in  the  Town  be  dis|)03ed  of  to  the  Inhabitants  who 
mannfactur'd  the  same  for  sale 

To  prevent  Slaughter  Houses  being  set  up  in  such  Places  as  may 
be  a  Neusence  to  the  Inhabitants  —  \'oled,  that  no  such  Houses 
be  iinproveil  untill  ai)prob:ition  is  obtained  therefor  from  the 
Selectmen 

Voted,  that  for  the  encouragement  of  any  Person  or  Persons 
who  will  undertake  the  Butchers  buissiness  and  open  :i  Shop  or 
Stall  in  this  [30S.]  Town  for  the  selling  of  Reef  .Mutton  or 
Landj  ;  the  Inhabitants  engage  t(»  give  the  preference  to  such 
Rntchers   in   their  purchasing  oC    Meat  ;   also  that   those    lUitchers 
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shall  have  evei'v  other  eiicoui-ngeinent  Aid  an  Assistance  from  the 
Iiili:il)itants  which  is  in  their  Power  to  afford  them. 

\'oted,  that  upon  application  of  any  Person  or  Persons  who  are 
or  may  become  Inhabitants,  who  shall  undertake  the  Butchers 
Buissiness  in  the  Town,  for  a  recommendation  to  the  Farmers  to 
purchase  live  Stock,  the  Selectmen  approving  of  them  are  desired 
to  giv(!  recommendations  accordingly 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  next  being  the  17"'.  Inst.  11.  O. Clock 
Forenoon 

Tuesday  11.  0. Clock  Forenoon  Met  according  to  Adjournment 

Whereas  Col".  Thomas  Chase  D  Quarter  Mas''.  General  has  repre- 
srnted  to  this  Meeting,  that  he  had  agreed  with  a  Number  of 
Teamsters  for  the  Publick  service,  at  the  rate  of  eighteen  shil- 
lings a  Mile;  and  that  several  Persons  had  offered  to  the  same 
Teamstears  a  much  higher  price,  which  is  not  only  to  the  great 
damage  and  Dctrement  of  the  service,  but  has  a  direct  tendency 
to  counteract  the  Measures  taken  for  establishing  the  Currency 
—  whereupon 

Voted,  that  Col".  Chase  be  desired  to  make  thorough  inquirey 
respecting  this  Matter  and  [301).]  (Jive  information  of  the  facts 
and  Persons  to  the  Committee  of  Thirteen  that  those  Offenders 
may  be  proceeded  wdth  agreeable  to  the  Resolves  of  the  Town 

Voted,  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  publick  Spirited 
Merchants  of  this  Town,  that  they  continue  their  utmost  exertions, 
to  procure  as  great  a  Sum  to  be  loned  to  Government,  as  can 
})ossibly  be  obtained,  considering  how  much  depends  upon  the 
success  of  tliis  measure 

On  a  Motion  made,  Voted,  that  the  last  paragraph,  in  the  Re- 
port of  tlie  Connnittee  for  aft'exing  prices  as  it  respects  Lumber 
and  Wood  he  not  printed 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  Appointed  to  procure  Loans  in  the 
several  Wards  who  have  not  made  their  Reports  be  desired  to  do 
it  immediately 

(Jn  a  Motion 

Voted,  That  this  Town  in  conformity  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  late  Convention  at  Concord,  will  appoint  Delagates  for  the 
Purposed  Convention  to  meet  at  Concord  in  October  next ;  and 
the  (Selectmen  are  directed  to  call  a  Meeting  in  Season  for  this 
Ptu'pose 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  who  are  Free  nnd  twenty  one  years  of  age  at 
Faneuil    Hall  Hk;   12"'.  Day   of  August  Anno    Domini   1779 

fiJIO.]     Warrant,  for  calling  Meeting  —  read 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw,  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  Moderator  and  the  same  being  brought  in  and  sorted, 
it  ajjpeared,  tiiat 

The  Hon'''"'.  John  Hancock  Esq^ 
was  chosen  Moderator  of  this  IM^'cting  unanimously 

T'.ie  Resolve  of  the  (General  Court  I'l'lative  to  the  forming  a  new 
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ConsUtiitioii  or  Form  of  (iovcniieiit  for  tlie  People  of  tliis 
State  —  was  read 

A  Motion  made  that  the  eonsidei  alioii  of  the  iuiml)er  of  Dela- 
<rates  to  be  chosen  for  the  Convention  to  set  at  Cambridi;e  for  the 
Sole  purpose  of  framing  a  New  Constitution,  be  referred  over  to 
the  Adjournment  of  this  Meetini^  —  And  the  (.Question  bein^  ac- 
cordiniily  jnit  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

It  was  then  moved  and  carrietl  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned 
to  ]\Ionday  next  bein<>;  the  lCi"\  Day  of  August  ."5.  O. Clock  in  the 
Afternoon  tlien  to  meet  in  this  Place 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjcnirned 

Monday  August  K;"'.  ITTIt  — .-5.  (). Clock  P:  M: 
Met  according  to  Adjournment 

[311.]  (Jeneral  Hancock  the  Moderator  of  this  INIeeting 
having  ac(|uainted  the  Touii  that  he  was  by  sickness  i)revented 
from  giving  his  attendance  ;  the  Inhabitants  were  directed  to 
withdraw  and  bring  in  their  \'otes  for  a  ^loderator  Pro.  Tem". 
and  the  same  having  been  brought  in  and  sorted,  it  ap[)eared  that 

Isaac  Smith  Es(f. 
was  chosen 

The  Town  luning  taken  into  consideration  what  number  of   Del- 
agates  shall  be  chosen  for  the  Convention  at  Cambridge,    it  was 
\'oted,  that  twelve  Persons  be  chosen  to  Kepresent  this  Town  in 
said  Convention 
On  a  Motion  made 

\'oted,  that  the  Poll  for  the  advice  of  Delagatcs,  be  closed  at 
6.  O. Clock 

The  A'ote  being  brought  in  for  twelve  Delagatcs,  and  counted, 
it  appeared  that  only  'I'en  were  chosen  Viz'. 

The  lion"''''.    James  Bowdoin  Esq'.  187 

The  Hon'"'''.   Samuel  Adams  Esq'.  \'J'2 

The  Hon'''.  John  Hancock  Esq'.  is.') 

The  Hon'''^   Oliver  Wendell  Esq^  IS'J 

Nath'.  Appleton  Esq^         IGa 
Thomas  Daws  Esq^  137 

Ellis  Gray  Esq"^.  US 

John  Lowell  Esq'.  11 1 

Samuel  A.  Otis  Esq'.  11 'J 

D'.  Charles  Jarvis  1.';.'5 

[31'-i.]      The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and   bring 
iia  their  Votes  for  two  more  Delagatcs  and  the  same  being  l)rought 
in  and  sorted,  it  appeared  thai  only  one  was  chosen  Viz'. 
Ebenezer  Storer  Escf. 
Adjourned  to  to  Morrow  Morning  10.  O. Clock  A:  .M: 

Tuesday  the  1  7"\  Day  of  August  1(».  O. Clock  Eorenoon  —  Met 
according  to  Adjournment 

M'.  Storer  chosen  yesterday  one  of  the  Delagatcs  having  de- 
sired, that  he  might  be  excused  from  serving  in  that  phu-e  —  the 
Question  was  accordingly  put  —  which  passeil  in  the  Negative 

The  Inhabitants  having  l)eeu  desired  to  withdraw  and   bring  iu 
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tboir  Votes  for  one  other  Del:i<j.'ate,   and    the   same   having   been 
brought  in  and  sorted,  it  api)eared,  that 

Sanniel  Barret  Esq"". 
was  chosen 

Voted,  that  the  Dehigates  aforementioned,  be  and  hereby  are 
Instructed  to  Cause  a  printed  Copy  of  the  Form  of  a  Constitution, 
they  may  agree  u|)on  in  Convention,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Se- 
lectmen of  each  Town  ;  and  the  Committee  of  each  Phmtation  ;  to 
be  by  them  laid  before  their  Respective  Towns  and  Plantations 
for  their  Consideration,  in  order  to  its  being  aitproved  or  dis- 
proved, and  other  wise  acted  upon  pursuant  to  a  late  Resolve  of 
the  (ieneral  Court  of  this  State 

[313.]      Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  qualilied  and  legally  warned  in  i;)nblick  Town 
Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  Sep',  o''.  1779. 10.  O. Clock  A.M. 

Warrant  for  calling  INIeeting  —  read 

On  a  Motion,  Vo.ted,  that  a  JModeratorof  this  Meeting  be  chosen 
by  a  Hand  Vote 

Jolui  Rowe  Esq', 
was  accordingly  chosen  Moderator  of  this  Meeting 

The  Committee  of  Thirteen  appointed  by  the  Town  to  inforce 
the  Regulaticjus  of  the  late  Convention  &c — having  acquainted 
the  Inhabitants  of  their  proceedings  with  respect  to  Cap'.  Alex- 
ander Mackay  as  a  Viola ter  of  said  Resolutions  ;  and  also  laid 
before  them  his  late  Publication,  which  greatly  reflects  on  said 
Committee  —  A  Motion  was  made  that  the  said  Alexander  Mackay 
be  required  to  give  his  attendance  at  this  Meeting  which  passed  in 
the  Alfernjative 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant.  Viz'.  — To  consider  of  the  Petition 
of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  setting  forth,  that  they  are  appre- 
hensive that  the  greatest,  distress  imaginable  must  soon  take  place 
from  the  scarciety  of  Fire  Wood  ;  and  therefore  [314.]  Request- 
ing, tliat  application  may  be  made  as  soon  as  possible  to  the 
Hon''"'',  the  Council  of  this  State,  that  Convoys  may  be  appointed 
for  the  encouragement  and  securitey  of  the  Coasters  and  others 
who  bring  that  Article  to  this  Market ;  or  to  take  such  other 
measures  therein  as  may  be  Judged  proper — was  read,  and  after 
some  debate,  it  was  moved,  and 

Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  this  matter  into 
consideration,  and  Report  to  tlie  Town  what  they  apprehend  best 
to  be  done  thereon 

Voted,  that  Col".  Sears 

Joseph  Barrel 
1^'zekiel  Price  Esq"". 
1\P.  -John  Sweetser 
Cap'.  John  Ballard 
be  a  Committee  for  tlie  purpose  aforesaid 

On  a  Motion  made 

\'oted,  that  the  Committee  for  stating  the  prices  of  Merchandize 
&c  be  desired  to  Report  their  doings  at  tlie  Adjournment 
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Alexaudci'  .M;ick:iy  appeared  ;  and  the  (  oiinnitlee  of  Thirteen, 
and  said  Mackay  havinj;  })eeii  fully  heard —  the  (.Question  was  put 
y\/.'~.  —  Whether  it  ajjpears  to  tiiis  T(j\vu  that  the  Coiuinittee  in 
publishing  the  Name  of  Alcxn iidcr  Mockni/  as  an  Enemy  t(j  his 
Country,  were  well  fouiuled  with  respi-ct  to  facts;  and  that  tliev 
liave  acted  therein  with  tidelity  and  a  due  concern  for  the  Pidjlick 
interest  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

[J{l/><,]  Ti»e  Committee  relative  lo  Fire  Wood  laid  tlieir  Re- 
port on  the  Table —  On  a  Motion  Adjourned  to  .'J.  O. Clock  -  -  - 
Afteinoon 

o.  ():  Clock  r.  M.  met  according  to  Adjourunient 

Tlie  l*ul)lication  of  Alexander  Mackey  being  again  taken  up 

\'oted,  Nera".  Con'.  That  it  is  the  ()|)inion,  of  the  Town  that 
the  Peice  Signed  Aiexander  ]Mackay  and  Published  in  Willis's 
Paper  of  last  Thursday,  is  a  Jhlse  infamoi/s  and  Malicious  Libel 
on  a  respectable  Committee  of  this  Town,  and  this  Town  resent 
the  Writing  and  Publishinii  of  said  Libel  as  affrontive  to  them  — 
also 

Voted,  Nem".  Con'''',  that  tliis  and  the  preceeding  \'ote  respect- 
ing Alexander  Mackay  be  pul)lished  in  the  several  News  Papers, 
that  the  good  People  of  this  State  may  consider  the  said  Mackay 
as  dt'serviug  the  full  |)unishmi'nt  Assign'd  such  Offenders  in  their 
late  Uesolves 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  Fii-e-Wood  was  again 
read,  and  considered  Paragraph  by  Paragraph  ■ —  and  after  lunge 
debate 

^'oted.  that  the  Inhabitants  and  Whartingers  be  desired,  not  to 
give  more  than  sixty  Dollars  p  Cord  fur  Wood  brought  to  this 
]\hirket,  and  that  the  Whartingers  who  iiave  Wood,  be  desired  nut 
to  dispose  of  more  than  two  luads  to  one  Person  at  a  time 

[iJKJ.]  \'oted.  that  the  Distillers  be  earnesth'  requested  im- 
meiliatt'h'  to  distill  y''.  Cisterns  they  now  have  working,  and  are 
no  longer  to  distill  any  more  nntill  the  Town  is  supidied  with  that 
very  Article  and  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  see  what 
(piantity  of  Wood  is  now  in  the  liaiids  of  the  Distillers,  and 
Report  immediately 

On  a  Motion  the  finther  consideration  uf  the  furcmentiuned 
Repurt  w^as  referreil  to  the  Adjournment 

Voted,  that  this  Meeting  l)e  Adjournal  to  Tuesday  next  !». 
< ):  Clock.  Forenoon 

And  the  ^Meeting  was  accoi'dinglv  Adjourned 

Thursday  the  !•"'.  Day  of  Sei)teinber  '.».  O:  Clock.  Forenoon  met 
according  to  Adjournment  l)ut  no  Pells  having  been  rung,  and  l)ut 
few  Inhal)itants  attending  the  Meeting  was  further  Adjourned  to 
o.  ( ). Clock  Afternoon 

;>.  O:  Clock  Afternoon  the  Town  nu't  according  to  Adiouinmeiit 
John  Powe  Kscp  in  tlie  Chair 

The  Inhabitants  being  Informed  that  the  Town  Clerk  was  by 
Sickness  prevented   from  giving  his  Attendance 


S^  City  Document  No.   80. 


M'.  Sarauel  Ruggles 
was  appointed  Town  Clerk  Pro.  Tern". 

The  Committee  at  this  Meeting  Reported  the  quantity  of  Wood 
in  tlie  liands  of  the  Distillers 

[.'ill.]  The  Town  entered  on  a  fnrther  consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  Fire- Wood,  whereupon 

^'otcd,  that  the  Selectmen  be  desired  to  appoint  two  or  more 
Persons  to  Measure  all  the  Wood  carreying  into  this  Town  by 
Land,  who  shall  give  to  every  Teamster  a  Ticket  as  has  been 
usual  heretofore  ;  —  the  Purchaser  to  pay  for  measuring- 
Voted,  that  the  Distillers  be  permitted  to  import  what  Wood 
they  may  have  occasion  for  provided  they  do  not  interfere  with 
the  common  course  of  supply  by  Ct)asters  who  usually  supply  this 
Market,  nor  purchase  of  the  Country  People  bringing  in  their 
Wood  b}^  Land  —  also 

Voted,  That  Wood  from  the  Eastward  should  not  be  at  a  higher 
price  then  sixty  Dollars  a  Cord  — but  in  as  much  as  om*  Bretheren 
who  supply  us  by  Water  from  that  Quarter,  run  great  hazard  it 
was  further 

Voted,  that  twelve  hundred  Dollars  lie  paid  to  the  Persons,  that 
shall  bring  into  this  Town  the  greatest  quantity  of  Cord  Wood, 
from  this  Time  to  the  First  Day  of  Ajjril  next  — And  one  Thou- 
sand Dollars  to  the  next  largest  Importer  —  to  be  paid  them  by  the 
Town  Treasurer,  upon  Cerliticate  being  produced,  from  the  Select- 
men of  this  Town  —  And  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Wharfin- 
gers that  they  supply  no  single  Familey  with  more  than  two  Cord 
at  a  time  untill  the  Town  is  better  supplied 

[318.]  It  was  then  moved  that  a  Large  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  prevent  Wood,  Meat  «fec  &c  from  being  ingrossed, 
before  it  entered  the  Town,  but  it  being  dark  the  consideration 
thereof,  and  some  other  Affairs  of  importance  mentioned  by  the 
Moderator,  which  comes  under  the  Article  in  the  Warrant  —  Viz'. 
—  To  consider  whetlier  any  further  steps  shall  be  taken  for  the 
better  supply  of  this  Market  with  the  Necessaries  of  Life,  was 
retferred  over  to  the  next  Town  Meeting  then  to  be  acted  upon  if 
the  Town  should  .Judge  pro]>er 

Then  the  Meetino;  was  Dissolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  P'reeholdiu-s  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Pioston  duly  qualified  and  legally  warned  in  publick  Town 
Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneauiel  Hall  on  Thursday  the  14"\  Day 
of  September  1779—9.  (). Clock  A:  INI 

The  Precept  and  Wai'rant  for  calling  the  Meeting — read 

The  Question  was  then  put  Viz'.  Whether  the  Town  will  now 
proceed,  agreeable  to  the  Precept  read,  to  Elect  and  Depute  one 
Person  to  Represent  them  in  the  Great  and  General  Court  or 
Assemlily  now  convened  at  the  State  House  in  Boston  in  the  Room 
of  the  Hon'''''.  Sanuiel  Adams  J^sq"'.  who  has  been  Elected,  to  and 
taken  a  Seat  at  the  Hon'''''.  Board"  —  and  the  same  passed  in  the 
Negative 

[15  It).]      The  Town  having  \"oted,  not  to  come  to  the  choice 
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of  a  Reprcscnlativc  in  the  room  of  M'.  Adaiiis — A  Motion  \v;is 
then  made  tliat  a  ^Nlodei'ator  t)o  now  chosen  that  the  Town  may 
|)ioceed  to  consider  and  determine  upon  the  other  Articles  in  the 
\N'arrant 

The  Inhabitants  having  with(ha\vn  and  brought  in  their  \'otes 
for  a  Moderator 

It  Appeared  that 

Stephen  Iligginson  Ks^[■. 
was  chosen  unanimously 

Tiie  Town  Clerk  being  detained  at  home  by  sickness 
yV.  Klisha  Aveiy 
was  chosen  Clerk  Pro.  Tern". 

The  Article  in  tiie  Warrant  \'i/.'.  "  To  take  into  consideration 
a  Representation  of  the  Ilattmakers  of  the  Town,  setting  forth 
the  dirticnlties  they  Labour  under  on  Account  of  the  price  fixed 
to  Heaver  Ilatts.  and  the  reasonableness  of  an  alteration  in  that 
Article"  —  was  read,  and  after  some  debate  had  thereon  —  a 
Motion  was  made  tiiat  the  Ilattmakers  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  Petition  —  and  tiie  <^)uestion  being  put  —  Passed  in  the 
Affermative 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Vv/J.  — To  consider  and  determine 
upon  some  effectual  Measures  to  prevent  the  |)ernicious  practice 
of  Persons  going  on  the  Xeck  and  at  the  Ferry  and  [iJ'iO.] 
There  purchasing  Provisions  by  means  whereof  i!ie  Inhal»itants 
in  general  are  prevented  being  supplied  therewitli  —  was  read, 
whereupon 

\'oted,  that  Cap'.  Samuel  Hendley 
Cap'.  Amasa  Davis 
Kzekiel  Price  l''.S(f. 
be  a    Committee    to    take   said    Articles    into    Consideration    and 
Report  thereon 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  relative  to  the  choice  of  Delagates 
for  the  Convention  to  be  held  at  Concord,  beinu  read  —  it  was 
determined  by  the  Town,  tiiat  Seven  Persons  shall  be  chose  to 
Represent  them  in  said  Convention 

Adjoinnied  to  ?>.  ():  Clock  Afternoon 

3.  O. Clock  Afternoon  INIet  according  to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  some  Method  to 
prevent  Persons  going  on  the  Neck  and  over  the  Ferry,  to 
purchase  Provisions  Report 

That  two  Persons  be  stationed  at  the  Fortification  neai'  the 
Neck,  and  two  Persons  at  Charlestovvn  Ferrey,  who  will  be 
directed  to  use  every  pro|)er  Method  to  prevent  Persons  going 
over  the  Neck  and  passing  Charlestown  Ferrey  in  Order  to 
purchase  Provisions,  bringing  to  JMarket  wliicli  Peisons  to 
continue  on  said  Duty  I'litill  the  Selectmen  shall  .fudge  it 
unnecessar}' 

Sam  :  IIkni.kv  |)  Order 

[i5'4l.]  The  Foregoing  Re[iort  having  fieen  lead  and  con- 
sidered—  the  Question  was  put  —  Whether  the  same  l>e  accepted 
—  Passed  in  the  Aftermalive 
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Voted,  that  M'.  Ik-iij'.  Eiles 

M'.  William  Hoskins 
Cap*.  John  Ballard 
be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  List  of  twenty  Persons  to  be  Stationed 
at  the  Fortification  and  Charlestown  Ferry  in  Rotation  to  prevent 
Persons  going  ont  of  Boston  to  purchase  Provisions 

The  Town  having  brought  in  their  Votes  for  Seven  Delagates, 
it  appeared  that 

John  Rowe  Esq''. 
Isaac  Sears  F^srj''. 
M--.  Thomas  Walley 
Stephen  Higginson  1-^sq'".       (excused 
Cap'.  Amasa  Davis  —  (excused 

Sanniel  Barrel  Esq^ 
Cap'.  John  Ballard 
were  chose  M"".  Leonard  Jarvis 

Ezekiel  Pi'ice  Esq'.  .  (excused 

Isaac  Smith  P^sq"". 
were  chosen  Delagates  to  Rein-esent  the  Town  at  the  Convention 
to  be  held  at  Concord  on  Wednesday  the  <)"'.  of  October  next, 
then  and  there  with  such  Commitlies  as  may  be  sent  by  Other 
Towns,  to  take  into  consideration  the  Prices  of  Merchandize  and 
Country  Produce  and  to  do  those  things  that  may  be  necessary  for 
carrying  into  effect  such  measures  as  have  been  reconnnended  by 
Congress  in  their  late  Address  and  [32!^?.]  The  Resolutions  and 
Proceedings  of  the  People  of  this  Town  in  consequence  of  said 
Address  at  their  several  Meetings 
On  a  Motion  made 

Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  chosen  to  go  into  the  Country  to 
consult  within  the  several  Towns    upon   some  Measures  for  the 
better  supplying  the  Town  with  Provisions 
Voted,  that  Col".  Isaac  Seers 

M''.  P^benezer  Dorr 
M''.  Samuel  Ijreck 
M^  Enoch  Brown 
Cap'.  Alexander  Willson 
M''.  Leonard  Jarvis 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

Voted,  that  the  following  Persons   I)e  the  Committee  to  attend 
at  the   Fortification   and   Charlestown    Ferry  in   Rotation,  two   at 
each  place  dayly,  for  the  pm-poses  of  preventing  People  going  out 
of  Town  to  purchase  Provisions  Viz'. 
North  End 
Cap'.  John  Pulling 
M'.  Nathaniel  Hitchburne 
Cap'.  John  Ballard 
M'.  John  Richardson 
Deacon  Sharp 
John  R.  Sigorney 
Francis  Shaw  Esq''. 
John  Kennedy 
John  Kneeland 
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[3*^3.]  .AIuscs  (;i:uit 

l-!phi;iiiii  ('(j[)C'hiiul 
Foster  C'(»u(ly 

South  Kutl 
Iknjuiiiiii  Kdes 
Norton  Brailsl'ord 
Adam  Colson 
Joseph  Shed 
Joseph  Loveriiiu' 
'rhoiiias  I 'rail 
^laj'.  Thomas  Mi-lvil 
Cap'.  Nath'    Curtis 
Clu-ist".  Chirke 
William  Fallas 
Tliomas  Tliompst)n 
Isaac  Pierce 

Tlieii  the  Meetinu'  was  Dissolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  tiie  Fri'eholders  ct  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  qualilied  and  legally  warned  in  publick  Town 
Meeting  at  Faneiuel  Hall  Tuesday' the  21'.  Day  of  Sei)tembcr  177!» 
.'>.  O:  Clock  Afternoon 

Warrant  for  calling  the  jMeeting —  read 

The  Inhabitants  having  brought  in  their  Votes  for  a  ^Modi-iatoi 
of  this  Meeting  and  the  same  being  sorted,  it  appeared,  that 

[3*i  i.]  The  IIou''''.   Samuel  Adams  Fsq^ 

was  chosen   unanimonslv 

The  Counnittee  appointed  to  go  into  the  Country,  Kei)orted  ]iartly 
in  Writing  by  Col".  Sears  and  M'.  Dorr,  and  partly  ver])ally  by 
Cap'.  Willson,  and  1\F.  Edcs,  whereby  it  appeared  that  the  Town 
may  expect  a  Good  supply  of  Provisions  from  the  Country  Towns, 
and  that  it  would  be  well  they  should  have  Sugar  and  Kum  as 
wanted  —  that  the  Country  People  Apprehend  that  some  Mer- 
chants and  Shopkeepers  in  the  dry  Cioods  way.  have  withheld  or 
raised  the  prices  of  those  Articles  of  Merchandize,  and  that  they 
are  also  under  apprehensions  with  respect  to  the  consecpiencies 
from  such  Quantities  of  (ioods,  being  sent  to  Connecticut  or  sold 
to  the  Freeholders  of  that  State 

The  Question  was  then  put  •'Whether  these  Reports  be  accepted 
—  Passed  in  the  Affermative  unanimously 

\'oted,   that   a  Counnittee    be   appointed    '•  to    take    the    afore- 
mentioned Rei)ort  into  consideration,  and   l\e})ort  at  the  Adjourn- 
ment, what  they  apprehend  are  the  [)roper  steps  to   be    taken,  in 
order  to  support  the  Regulations  :   and  that 
M'.  Thomas  Walley 
FIlis  Gra}'  Fs(y- 
Richard  Devens  Esq'. 
James  Bowdoiu  JlIn^  Fsq^ 
Cap'.  Amasa  Davis 
3P.  John  Lucas 
^P.  Leonard  Jarvis 
be  a  Committee  for  that  pur[)ose 


90  City  Document  No.   SO. 

[3'-i.">.]     On  a  Motion 

Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  .•>i)])ly  to  such  Mer- 
chants Shopkeepers,  Distillers,  and  others  as  withhold  their  Goods 
from  Sale,  as  also  to  such  Merchants  as  Ask  for  or  sell  their 
Wares  at  more  than  the  regulated  prices,  and  to  inform  them, 
that  they  nuist  strictly  comply  with  the  liegulations  or  have  their 
Names  returned  to  the  Town  o\-  the  Committee  of  Thirteen 

Voted,  that 

Col".  Isaac  Sears 
Cap'.  Willson 
M'.  Leonard  Jarvis 
Cap'.  John  Ballard 
M^  Enoch  l>rown 
M"".  Benjamin  Edes 
M''.  William  Hoskins 
Ezekiel  Price  Esq"", 
be  a  Committee  for  the  Purpose  aforesaid 

And  said  Committee  are  also  directed  to  waite  upon  the  Conti- 
nental Agents,  and  all  the  whole  Sale  Merchants  and  Trader's 
together  with  the  Distillers,  and  request  of  them  an  Account  of 
the  Goods  and  Merchandize  they  have  sold  since  the  Regulations 
were  come  into,  the  Names  of  the  Purchasers,  and  the  Quantities 
sold  them  with  the  prices,  and  also  that  they  do  not  make  Sale  of 
more  than  on  hhd  of  Sugar  to  any  one  Person,  and  such  only  as 
usually  sell  those  Articles  in  this  Town  or  State,  except  to  Sugar 
liakers,  who  shall  bona  lide  declare,  that  what  they  purchased  is 
fof  boiling  only  and  not  for  Sale 

[.*5*-i(>.]  The  Town  being  acquainted  that  some  Persons  of 
Bilrica  had  sold  Rye  Bread  in   Boston  at  a  higher  rate  than  the 

regulated  price  and  — — White  Escj'.  of   Bilrica  being  in  this 

JNIeeting 

Voted,  that  the  said  M''.  White  be  desired  to  use  his  Influence 
with  the  Committee  of  his  Town,  that  instead  of  Bread  the  People 
of  that  Town  would  send  their  Grain  or  iMeal  to  this  Market  for 
the  supply  of  the  Inhabitants  at  this  time  of  scarcity 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  publish 
and  Advertizement  acquainting  the  Publick  that  Slaughter  Ilouses 
are  i)rovided  by  the  Town  for  the  accommodation  of  the  People  in 
the  Country  who  may  send  tlieir  Creatures  to  this  Market  for  the 
Supply  of  the  Inhabitants 

On  a  INIotion  Voted,  that  the  Town  will  countenance  and  sui)- 
port  all  those  who  shall  give  information  to  the  Committee  of  thir- 
teen of  any  Violations  of  the  Regulations 

Adjourned  to  Thursday  next  being  the  23''.  Day  of  September 
Ins'.  3.  O. Clock  Afternoon 


Thursday  the  23''.  l^ny  of  September  3.  O. Clock  Afternoon  met 
according  to  Adjournment 

The  Honourable  Sanmel  Adams  Esq"',  the  Moderator  of  this 
^Meeting,  having  ac(|uaint('d  the  Town  that  he  was  prevented  from 
giving  iiis  Attendance  —  the  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  bring  in 
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tlicir    \^otes    for   :i    Moderator    Pro.    Toiu".    and   the   same    being 
brought  in  iV:  sorted  it  :i])peared  tliat 

[.T^T.]  Kzeiviel  Price  Ks(f. 

was  chosen 

Col".  Sears  Chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  waite  upon 
the  Merchants,  Traders  and  DistiHers,  and  Cap'.  Willson  another 
of  the  Conwnittee  l^Mug  at  the  ]Meeting  Heporled  in  part;  and 
were  desired  to  Report  again  at  the  Adjournment  of  the  Meeting 
—  P^zekiel  Price  Ksq'.  having  desired  to  be  excused  from  serving 
on  the  forementioned  Committee,  he  was  accordingly  excused,  and 
it  was 

Voted,  that  Deacon  Freeman 
M'.   Isaac  Pierce 
.M'.  .b)lni  Kneeland 
M.  Joseph  Siied 
Jolui  Lucas  lv^(i'. 
be  added  to  tlie  Committi-e 

Voted,  that  the  al)ove  Committee  make  incpiirey  who  have  got 
Salt,  and  \ew  England  Rum.  and  not  only  as  to  what  tiie  Dis- 
tillers, have  by  them,  but  also  for  whom  they  distilled  Rum.  and 
the  (juanlity  distilled 

The  Rei)Ort  of  the  Committee  to  inforce  the  Regulations  Ari-  was 
laid  before  the  Town 

On  a  Motion  —  Voti'd,  that 

M"".  Enoch  Ibown 
M^  Samuel  IWick 
M^  Thomas  Dennie 
be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  Maj'.  Ruggles  and  Others  with   re- 
spect to  what  may  be  the  best  Methotl   [i^'i<S.]   To  be  taken  with 
the  Cattle  and  Sheep  which  are  coming  into  this  Town  upon   the 
Hoof,    for    the    su[)ply    of    the    Inhabitants  —  ami    Report    their 
o[iinion  at  the  Adjournment 

On  a   Motion   made   N'oted.  that  this   Meeting  be  Adjourned  to 
Monday  next  the  27"'.  Day  of  Sei)tem'.  3.  O. Clock  Afternoon 
And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Monday  the  "27"'.  Day  of  September  8.  O. Clock  Afternoon  — 
Met  according  to  Adjournment 

The  Hon''''',  Samuel  Adams  Esq',  the  ^loderatorof  this  IMeeting 
and  Ezekiel  Price  Esq^  chosen  .Moderator  Pro.  Tem'.  being  en- 
gaged in  such  buissiness  as  prevents  the  Attendance  of  either  of 
them  —  the  Inhabitants  were  therefore  directed  to  withdraw  and 
bring  in  tlieir  \"otes  for  a  Moderator  Pro.  Tem".  and  the  same 
being  brought  in  and  sorted,  it  a})pear'd  that 

John  Rowe  Esq\ 
was  chosen 

The  Committee  to  wait  upon  the  ^Merchants,  Traders,  Distillers 
iNcc  — Report 

That  they  have  waited  upon  s(!veral  Merchants  and  as  many 
Shopkeepers  as  the  time  Assigned  them  would  admit  —  that 
Mess'^'.  Bruce  Pierce  Somes,  Fellows,  Prentice  &c.  will  strictly 
adhere  to  the  Regulating  Act — M'.  .lohn   !\Iollineux  told   us  that 
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he  was  obliged  to  consult  his  Brother  William,  whome  we  met  soou 
aftei',  &  were  treated  by  him  willi  indelicate  Language  the  effect 
of  high  passion 

[3*^9.]  Deacon  Mason  and  j\P.  Joseph  Barrel  will  retail  their 
Goods  as  regulated,  but  are  not  disposed  to  sell  by  whole  Sale  — 
Jonathan  Amory  will  do  the  same,  but  as  to  rendering  an  Account 
of  Cioods  sold  by  whole  sale  he  must  think  of  it 

Miss''^  Whitwell  Biggelovv,  Winslovv,  the  said  Barrel  Kneeland 
Prentice  Joseph  Pierce,  Davis.  J  Coolidge  and  M'.  Cams  Baker, 
Houghton,  Brown,  Ford,  Jonsey  are  Shopkeepeis  who  liave  con- 
formed and  mean  to  continue  selling  —  M".  Molly  Williams 
replys,  she  cannot  determin  whether  she  will  conform,  as  the 
Merch'^  have  raised  their  Goods,  —  M'*.  Curies  answered,  th:it 
she  did  not  know,  whether  she  should  sell  at  the  regulated  prices 
or  no  —  many  Stores  were  called  upon  the  Owners  not  within  — 
waited  upon  the  Agents,  Viz'.  Cap*.  Bradford  Mess".  Brown  and 
Varnum  —  Mess".  Clark  and  Nightingale,  from  whom  we  have 
received  Account  of  Sales  —  Called  upon  the  Distillers  with  the 
Town  Resolves  —  Mess".  Barret  and  Hall-,  Johonuot,  Hill, 
Perkins,  Hoskins,  Amory,  Fellows,  Bryant,  Porter,  Cable  — 
Jose[)h  Pierce,  Sen''.  &  -Jun''.  Scollay,  Wells,  Rand,  Bradsliaw 
and  Parker,  Hall  Larkin,  Hendley  Clark  &  Sloon  from  some  of 
whom  we  have  returns  made  of  Stock  on  hand 

M'.  James  Perkins  not  in  Town,  the  Foreman  says  he  has  on 
hand  21  hhds  Molasses  -1  — or  500  Gall".  Rum  and  10  Cisterns  set 

We  find  after  strict  inquirey  and  candid  answers  from  the 
Distilleis,  there  is  not  that  quantity  of  Rum  and  Molasses  the 
Town  might  have  [3o0.]  Sui)[)Osed  —  With  regard  to  Sail —  on 
Bells  Wharf,  at  Robins  Store  are  12  Casks  said  to  be  the  propertv 
of  M''.  King 

Mess".  Ilubbards  and  Green  will  supply  the  Town  with  ir)0 
bushels  Salt.  Mess".  Wheelwright  and  Barnard  with  2o  Bushels 
Salt  Caj)'.  Ketchum  with  200  Bush\,  Pitts  and  Call  —  with  2 
hh''\,  D".  Isaac  Smith  Esq',  with  10  or  15  bush',  occaisonly  — 
M'.  Tliomas  Russell  will  supply  500  Gall'.  Rum 

The  Article  of  Cotton  Wool  is  explained  by  the  Naval  Otlicer 
Maj'.  Barber 

The  Committee  agreed  with  Cap*.  Law  of  Brigg*.  Neassity 
September  2-1:"'.  for  700  bush".  Turk-.  Lsland  and  loOO  bushels 
Caidz  Salt  at  nine  pounds  to  be  delivered  the  27"*.  Upon  applica- 
tion for  delivery  of  some  —  Cap*.  Law  replied  he  had  Sold  it,  to 
Cap'.  Ketchup  and  M"'.  Cook 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read,  after  some  considera- 
tion tlie  (Question  was  put  —  Viz'.  Whether  the  Town  api)rove  of 
this  Report  so  far  as  the  Committee  have  proceeded  —  Passed  in 
the  Atfermative 

On  a  Motion  the  —  Question  was  put — "Whether  the  Report 
be  recommitted — Passed  in  the  Negative 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted  that  it  is  the  Sense  of  the  Town  that 
no  Salt,  Flour  &  Grain  shall  be  sold,  unless  by  retail,  untill. 
it  shall  be  Offered  to  the  Town  Committee  for  ))urehasing  said 
Articles 
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[ii.'Jl.]  On  a  Motion  ^'<)t(Ml,  that  iM'.  I.ovc  and  Cap'.  Kitchen, 
be  desiiecl  to  Attend  the  Town  Meeting  at  the  Adjonrunient 

\'oted,  that  tiie  Meeting  he  Adjourned  to  to  Monow  IMorniiig  — 
and  the  fleeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

.Si'ptiMuher  2S.  :».  OC'lock  Forenoon  Mel  according  to  Adjourn- 
ment 

M\  JJrowii  and  M'.  Suninei'  being  in  llie  Meeting  w(!re  (U'sired 
to  inform  tiie  Town  respecting  the  Salt  on  board  Cap":  Loves 
\'essel  —  they  according  gave  information,  that  Six  hhds  :  of  the 
Salt  of  Nineteen  iihds  :  on  the  AN'iiarff  last  Kvening,  were  removed 
from  the  Wharff  last  Night 

M^  Cook  being  in  the  ^Meeting  acquainted  the  Inhabitants,  that 
the  Six  hhds:  of  Salt  said  to  be  taken  from  the  Wharff,  were 
rolled  into  a  Store,  and  would  be  forth  coming 

Cap'.  Kitchen  being  in  the  Meeting  was  asked  whether  he  would 
Sell  ins  Salt  to  the  Town  whether  in  Stort'  or  without  only  reserv- 
ing 100  hhds  foi-  his  own  use —  on  which  he  gave  his  Answer  in 
the  Aflermative 

Resolved,  that  the  Town  accept  of  the  thirteen  hundred  lihds  of 
Salt  offered  by  M'.  Cook  at  the  regulated  price 
On  a  Motion.  Voted,  that 

Cap'.  Alexander  AVillson 
Cap'.  Klias  Tarkman 
Cap'.  John  Williams 
Cap'.  John  Matchet 
Ma]"".  James  Melvil 
[.333.]  Coi'\  Kdward  Procter 

Cap'.  Gilbert  Speekman 
be  a  Committee  to  go  on  board  every  Vessel!  in  this  Ilarboiu',  and 
examin  what  is  a  board  and  Ueport  to  tiie  Tt)wn 

Voted,  that  Col".  Uarber  the  Navil  ( )llicer  for  this  Port,  be  de- 
sired to  accorai)aney  the  Committee  in  this  Search 

On  a  Motion  the  Question  was  put  Viz'.  —  U'hether  A  |)u])lick 
Store  shall  be  opend  in  this  Town,  for  the  Supply  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  Town  and  State  "  —  which  passed  in  the  Affirmative 
—  also 

Voted  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means 
for  procuring  the  Articles  wanted  and  Report  the  same  as  also 
what  Regulations  they  may  Judge  necessary  for  carrying  the 
Measures  into  execution 

Voted,  that  Col".  Sears 

Samuel  Barret  Escj'. 
JNF.  William  Foster 
Cap'.  .Vniasa  Davis 
Ellis  (iiay  Esq'. 
T/Conard  Jarvis 
John  Rowe  Escj'. 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

\'oted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  a 
Committee  from  the  Town  of  Weymouth  relative  to  Supplying  the 
Town  with  Fire  Wood  to  Report  at  the  Adjournment 
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The  Selectmen  soon  Reported  Whereupon 

[333.]  Voted,  that  the  Consideration  of  said  Report  be  re- 
ferred to  to  Morrow  Morning  9.  O.Cloclc,  and  that  the  Committee 
of  Weymouth  l)e  informed  thei'eof  by  the  Selectnieu 

Adjourned  to  to  Morrow  Morning  'J. O. Clock  Forenoon 

AVedues(hiy  September  29"'.  — 9.  O  Cloclc  Forenoon  met  accord- 
ing to  Adjournment 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  Fire  Wood  again  read 
and  is  as  follows  Viz'. 

The  Selectmen  a  Committee  to  confer  with  Cap'.  White  and  M^ 
Bales,  a  Committee  from  Weymouth  relative  to  supplying  this 
Town  with  Wood  —  Report  That  the  Price  of  Wood  landed  at 
Boston  be  as  follows  —  Viz'. 

Oake    Wood    from     AVcymouth,     Braintree     Hingham    &c.    by 

Water " t'20 p.  Cord 

Walnut  Wo(xl - 23 p.     d". 

Pine  Wood-     -----------       13.10/     p.    d°. 

p  order  .J.  Scollay 

The  foregoing  Re[>ort  li;i\iiig  been  considered — the  Question 
was  put  —  Whether  the  Report  l)e  accepted  —  passed  in  the 
Affermative 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that  forty  Shillings  p  Cord  be  added 
to  the  foregoing  prices  of  Wood,  for  all  such  Wood  as  shall  be 
brought  into  this  Town  by  Land  and  delivered  at  the  Doors  of  the 
Purchasers  —  also 

Voted,  that  four  Persons  be  appointed  Sealers  of  all  Wood 
brought  in  by  Land  to  this  Town 

[334.]  The  Town  having  Voted,  that  a  Publick  iNIagazine  be 
opened  for  the  Reception  and  delivery  of  Freight  Articles,  of  con- 
sumption for  the  supply  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  and 
State  —  The  Connnittee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
carrying  said  Vote  into  effect  l)eg  leave  to  Report 

That  a  Sum  not  less  than  sixty  thousand  Pounds,  be  raised  for 
this  Purpose  by  Subscription  of  Money  and  Stock  as  may  be  most 
agreeable  to  the  Subscriber  the  same  to  be  vested  in  the  following 
Articles  Viz'.  Tea  Sugar  Rum  Molosses  Coffee  Chocolat  Salt 
Cotten 

That  the  Buisiness  be  conducted  by  such  Persons  as  the  Sub- 
scribers shall  appoint,  and  on  such  terms  as  they  shall  agree  upon 
the  prices  not  to  exceed  those  Stated  by  the  Convention  at  Con- 
cord ;  the  profits  if  any  to  be  to  the  Subscribers  in  pro[)ortion  to 
the  Sum  Subscribed  by  each,  they  take  upon  themselves  all 
Riskes  — 

That  in  order  to  the  full  Supply  of  the  Magazine  aforesaid  the 
Several  Persons  known  to  be  possesed  of  the  Articles  above  spece- 
lied  be  re(|uested  to  attend  the  Meeting  of  the  Town  and  enquired 
of  whether  they  will  Subscribe  for  this  purpose  and  to  what 
amount  and  whether  in  Money  or  in  Stock — After  which  the 
Su!)Scription  to  be  circulated  among  the  Mercliants,  and  Traders 
at  large 

Your  Connnittee  are  of  Opinion  that  the  equity  of  this  Mode  of 
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su|)|)ly  and   its  being  oveiy  Suhsfiibers  Interest  to  ingaue    in   it 
Will  insnre  it  general  Sii|)port  —  all  in  &  order 

Isaac  Seaus  Chairman 
Tlie    foregoing    Ifejiort    having    been    read    and    considered  — 
[I^ii/>.]   The  Qnestion    was    put  Whetlier  the  same  shall   be  ex- 
eei)led  —  Passed  in  the  AtTermative,  unanimously 

The  Committee  to  go  on   board    Vcssells  and    make    searcli  — 
Koported  — 

On  a  Motion,  N'otcd,  (iiat 

lOllis  (irav  Esq'. 
yr.  Thomas  Walley 
M'.  liowdoin 
j\F.   Nathan  Fraizer 
3r.  Edward  Edes 
Col".  Tliomas  Crafts 
Ca])".  Ileniey 
be  a  Committee  to  waite  upon  the  Merchants  &e  and  to  request 
tiieir  Attendance  at  the  ^Meeting  this  Afternoou,  in  order  to  ac- 
(piaint  the  Town,  whether  they  will  subscribe  —  towards  the   fur- 
nishing   a    Publick    Store    witli    Articles    for    the    su[)ply    of    the 
Inhabitants 

Adjourned  to  .")  O. Clock  Afternoon 

o  O. Clock  P.  M.     ^let  according  to  Adjournment 
]\P.  Rowe  the  Moderator  Pro.  Tem".   not  being  able  to  attend, 
tlie  Town  made  choice  of 

yV .  Leonard  Jarvis 
as  a  Moderator  Pro.  Tem". 

A  Pamphlet  lately  published   by  Congress   respecting  our  Cur- 
rency &c  —  was  read  to  the  Inhil)itants  by  the  Town  Clark 
V'oted,  that  M^  Enoch  Brown 
M'.  John  Kneeland 
Cap'.  Alexander  Willson 
.M'.  William  lloskius 
[330.]      Be  a  Committee  to  receive  and  Store  the  Salt  tiiat  has 
been  purchased 

On  a  Motion  made  \'oted,  tlint 
M'.  Et'onard  .Jarvis 
James  Bowdoin  .lun".  ICsq'. 
3P.  Thomas  Walley 
be  a  Committee  to  ])rocure  Subscripticju  for  the  Mag;i/.ine 
Adjourned  to  Tlmrsday  next.  ".•.  (). Clock  Foi'cnoon 

Thursday  Se[)teniber    30"'.   ',)  :  ()  :Clock    Before  Noon,   Met  ac- 
cording to  Adjournment 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that 

Cap'.  John  BaUard 
M'.  Jeremiah  Belknap 
M".  .Joseph  Shed 
be  a  Committee  to  call  upon  such  I'ersons  as  have  Salt  and   to  in- 
form them  that  the  Town  have  occasion  for  it,  for  tlie  supply  of 
the   Inhabitants 


96  City  Document  No.   80. 

It  was  motioued  that  the  \'^ote  passed  by  tbe  Town  Yesterday 
respecting  appointing  four  Measurers  of  Wood,  be  reconsidered, 
and  that  the  Selectmen  appoint  but  one  Measurer  for  the  Wood 
brouglit  in  by  Land 

On  a  Motion  \'oted.  tliat  tlie  Subscribers  for  a  Publick  Magazine 
be  authorized  and  impowered  to  make  use  of  the  Granary  as  a 
Publick  Store  if  tliey  should  have  occasion 

[;337.]     On  a  Motion  \'oted,  that 
Cap'.  .Maichet 
Col",  .labez  Hatch 
Cap'.  .Tob  Prince 
be  a  Committee  to  go  round  to  the  Owners  of  Vessels  and  soJist 
their  sending  them  to  the  Eastward  for  Wood,  their 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  the  stated  price  of  Flour  brought  into 
this  Market  be  Thirty  Pounds  p  hundred  which  is  conformable  to 
the  price  of  Wheat  affixed  by  the  Convention 

A  Motion  made  and  carried  that  the  Vote  directing  the  Select- 
men to  appoint  a  Sealer  of  Wood  be  reconsidered,  and  that  the 
Town  uow  proceed  to  appoint  a  Sealer 

Deacon  Thomas  Baylej' 
w^as  accordingly  appointed  a  Sealer  of  Wood    brought    into    this 
Town  by  Laud 

Voted,  that  the  Sealer  of  Wood  receive  of  the  Purchaser,  two 
Shiilnigs  p  Load  for  the  Trouble  of  Measuring  and  the  Charge  of 
a  Certificate  to  be  delivered  him 

Whereas  it  is  the  wish  and  expectation  of  the  Town  that  the 
Convention  to  meet  at  Concord  the  first  Wednesday  of  October 
for  the  purpose  of  atlixing  prices  upon  Merchandize  and  Country 
produce  should  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  Meeting,  State  the 
price  of  Wood  brought  into  this  Town  by  Land  and  AVater,  to  be 
Landed  at  the  Wharffs  or  [888.]  Brought  to  the  Doors  of  the 
Purchasers ;  and  Whereas  some  Persons  from  the  Price  of  AVood 
not  being  as  yet  stated  are  shamfully  taken  advantage  of  the 
distress  of  the  Inhabitants  for  want  of  Fuel  by  asking  enormous 
prices  for  their  Wood  —  therefore  \"oted,  that  such  Persons  as 
shall  hereafter  sell  or  give  more  than  twenty  two  pounds  p  Cord 
for  Wood  brought  in  by  Land  to  the  Door  of  the  Purchaser  their 
Names  shall  be  returned  to  the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  that  they 
may  be  pul)lished  as  Violators  of  the  Kegulations  of  the  Convention 
and  this  Town,  and  the  Names  of  the  Sellers  sent  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  their  respective  Towns  to  be  dealt  with  as  they  shall  Judge 
pro])er. 

Voted,  that  no  one  presume  to  purchase  a  Load  of  Wood  with- 
out taking  a  Certificate  certifying  the  Quantity  contained  in  the 
load  purchased 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Clerk  cause  One  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
preceeding  Votes  respecting  Wood  to  be  printed,  and  pasted  up  at 
different  parts  of  the  Town 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  To  determine  what  shall  l)e 
done  with  the  Towns  share  of  the  produce  of  the  Land  at  New 
Boston  "  —  read  wiiereupon 
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Voted,  tliiit  lliis  matter  br  k'ft  to  tUr  Sek'ctiiu-ii  to  do  tlu'reoii 
:is  tlu'y  may  Judge  to  be  for  the  Interest  of  the  Town 

[J5J59.]  On  a  Motion  \'oted,  that  the  Constables  of  tlie  Town 
be  directed  to  reqidre  the  attendance  of  the  Hatters  who  had  signed 
a  i)ublicati()n  relative  to  Sarson  IJelchcr,  at  the  Adjournment  of 
this   Meetinti' 

Adjoiu-ned  to  Frv(hiy  next  '■'>.  O. 'Clock  Afternoon  — 

Fryday  October  1.  ;!.  O. Clock  V:  M:  Met  accordiiiii,-  to  Adjourn- 
ment 

The  Moderator  Pro.  Tern",  bi'inu'  absent  the  Town  made  choice 
of  another  by  written  Votes,  when  it  appeared  that 

Isaac  Sears  Ks<i'. 
was  chosen  unanimously 

Col".  Brown  having  acquainted  the  Town,  that  a  quantitv  of 
Wood  might  he  had  at  Heading,  and  brought  to  the  Landing  at 
Maiden  —  it  was 

Voted,  that  Cap',  llallard 
Col".  r>arbcr 
be  a  Connnittee  to  confer  with  said  lirown  in  that  .Matter 

The  Hatters  who  had  signed  a  publication  in  su|)port  of  Sarson 
Belcher  who  had  been  published  as  a  \'iolator  of  the  Regulations, 
being  required  to  attend  instead  of  attending,  they  appointed  a 
Committee  of  their  Bcnly,  who  appeared  in  Town  .Meeting 

The  Town  declining  to  hear  the  Committee,  the  Hatters  were 
again  required  to  give  their  Attendance 

[t?40.]  On  a  Motion  made  N'oted,  that  the  Selectmen  be 
directed  to  waite  upon  the  Board  of  War.  and,  that  the  Stores 
they  have  in  the  (iranaiT  may  be  immediately  removed 

Benjamin  Clark  Constable  was  turned  out  of  .Meeting  by  the 
order  of  the  Moderator  for  disorderly  behaviour 

Voted,  that  the  Names  of  all  those  Hatters  who  have  vindi- 
cated Sarson  Belcher  in  a  late  i)ublication,  e\ce|)t  such  as  shall 
retract  their  doings  before  the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  by  .Monday 
next,  shall  be  published  by  said  Committee  in  the  next  Thursdays 
Papers,  as  \'iolaters  of  the  Regulations,  and  deserving  the  resent- 
ment of  the  People 

Voted,  that  a  simular  \"ote  with  what  was  published  respecting 
Cap'.  7Vlexander  Mackay  be  published  in  the  several  News  Papers 
respecting  Sarson  Belcher 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston,  duly  (pialilied  and  legally  warned,  in  piililick 
Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Fancuil  Hall  Tuesday  the  II*  I):iy 
of  October  U.  O. Clock  Forenoon 

Warrant  for  calling  the  .Aleetiug  —  read 

[8-4-1.]  The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdi-aw  and  bring 
in  their  \'otes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  ]Meeting  and  the  same  being 
brought  in  and  sorted,  it  appeared  that 

I'he  Hon'''^.  Samuel  Adams  Escj'. 
was  chosen  unanimously 
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The  Article  iu  the  Warrant  Viz'.  To  consider  the  request  of  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  that  further  provision  may  be  made  for 
the  supi)ly  of  the  Almshouse  " —  was  read  and  considered  where- 
upon 

Voted,  the  Sum  of  Ten  thousand  Pounds  l)e  granted  iu  Addition 
to  the  £6000.  granted  the  12'".  of  March  last  out  of  the  Tax 
already  \'oted  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  Town  be  appropriated 
for  sole  use  of  the  Almshouse 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  ))e  and  he  hereby  is  directed 
and  impowered  to  borrow  a  Sum  of  Money  not  exceeding  Ten 
thousand  Pounds  to  be  paid  to  the  orders  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  for  the  support  of  the  Poor  in  the  Almshouse  for  which  he 
is  to  issue  his  negotiable  Notes  on  Interest  payable  to  the  Lenders 
out  of  the  present  Tax  ;  no  part  of  said  Sum  to  be  made  use  of 
for  any  Other  purpose  —  also 

Voted,  that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  with  such  Persons  as 
they  may  choose,  be  a  Committee  to  procure  Subscriptions  for  the 
ten  Thousand  Pounds,  to  be  appropriated  out  of  the  present  Tax 
for  the  Use  of  the  Almshouse,  for  which  the  Treasurer  is  to  issue 
his  Negotiable  Notes  carr3'ing  Interest  payable  to  the  Lenders  iu 
Current  Money  out  of  the  present  Tax 

[3-4:^.]  The  Articles  in  the  Warrant  Viz',  —  To  consider  the 
expediency  of  opening  a  Fish  Market  on  Dock  Square,"  was  read 
whereupon  a  Motion  was  made  and  carried  that  the  cousideration 
thereof  shall  be  referred  till  after  the  Report  of  the  Committee  at 
Concord  shall  be  acted  upon 

The  Committee  of  Convention  having  Reported  Agreeable  to  a 
Motion  made  —  the  Meeting  was  Adjourned  to  3.  O. Clock  After- 
noon 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  after  some  due  consider- 
ation of  the  same  the  Question  was  put  \'iz'.  whether  the  Town 
will  receive  and  adopt  the  Resolutions  and  proceedings  Aforesaid 
and  so  far  as  iu  their  Power  will  take  every  effectual  Measure 
to  carry  them  into  execution  —  Passed  iu  the  Affermative  —  but 
one  dissentient  previous  to  putting  the  Question  a  Motion  was 
made  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report  be  refferred  for 
a  fortnight  which  passed  in  the  Negative  almost  unanimously  — 
See  particu.lars  as  entered  at  large  in  the  Fair  Quarto  Book  of 
Town  Meetings  from  Page  lOO.  to  220 

On  a  Motion,  Voted,  that  a  Commit-tee  of  Merchants  be  ap- 
pointed to  affix  the  prices  of  Eui'opean  Goods,  Wine  <kc  Agree- 
al)le  to  the  Resolves  of  the  Convention 

John  Rowe  Esq'. 

M'.  Leonard  Jarvis 

Hon•>'^  Willia.n  Phillips  Esq"-. 

Ste[)hen  Higginson  Esq'. 

M'.  Nathan  Frazier 
'  Ellis  Cray  Esq'. 

[343.]  M'.  Hammond  Brinnner 

Samuel  Austin  Esq^ 

Natliauiel  Appleton  Esq^ 
be  a  Committee  for  the  [)urpose  aforesaid 
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Voted,  tliut  the  C'oiiiiiiittL'e  oT  Tliirtecii  iippoiiilfil  to  see  the 
Resolves  of  thi'  former  Couveiitioii  tiiid  tliis  Town  carried  iiilo 
execution  be  the  Comiiiittee  for  c:iiryin<^  the  Kesolves  of  the  hite 
Convention  into  effect 

Moved  and  \'oted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  n-quested  to  appoint  a 
Measurer  of   Wood  biouiilit  into  this  Town  by  Land 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  the  several  Committees  which  were 
Appointed,  to  procure  Subscriptions  for  the  Loan  Ollice,  be  de- 
sired to  call  upon  the  respective  Subscribers,  receive  their  Money, 
and  lodge  the  same  in  the  Loan  Ollice  there  to  tai<e  Loan  Ollice 
Ct'rtiflicates  and  return  tliem  to  the  respective  Subscribers;  and 
said  Committee  are  requested  to  procine  further  Subscri[)tions  for 
tlie  Loan  Ollice.  tliere  to  t;ike  Loan  Ollice  Certilicates,  and  return 
tiiem  to  tlie  respective  Subscribers ;  and  said  Comm''".  are  re- 
quested to  use  their  utmost  inlluence  to  procure  furtlier  Subscrip- 
tions, being  in  the  Opinion  of  this  Town  a  ."Nhitter  of  the  last 
consequence 

Voted,  tliat  the  Town  Cleric  serve  tlie  Chairman  of  tiie  several 
Committees  with  a  Copy  of  the  preceeding  \"ote 

^faj"".  Melvill  b\-  his  desire  was  excused  from  serving  any  longer 
as  one  of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen  and  Cap'.  John  IJallard  Avas 
chosen  in  his  room 

[344.]  Col".  Daws  exx'used  by  his  di'sii-e  fi'om  the  C(jiinnittee 
to  procure  Subscriptions  and  M'.  John  Tileston  was  appointed  in 
his  room 

The  Article  in  the  "Warrant  relative  to  a  Fish  IVLarlcet  read, 
whereupon  Voted,  lliat  the  Consideration  thereof  be  referred  to 
tlie  Adjournment 

Voted,  that  it  l)e  earnestly  rcconunended  to  tlie  Mercliants, 
Shopkeepers  and  Traders  of  this  Town  to  open  their  Stores  and 
Sliops  for  the  suppl}^  of  our  liretheren  in  the  Countr}'  and  the  In- 
habitants of  this  Town  and  that  they  shall  at  least  by  Retail 

\'oted,  that  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  pnl)lish  in  the  several  Papers 
the  foregoing  \'otes  relative  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  aj)- 
pointed  to  attend  the  late  Convention  at  Concord 

Moved  :ind  carried  that  in  order  to  give  the  Committee  to  allix 
prices  time  to  Report  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  Tuesday 
next  10.  O. Clock.  A:  M:  and  this  Meeting  was  accordingly 
Adjourned 


Tuesday,  October  2»'."'.  1  ().().( 'lock  Forenoon,  met  according  to 
Adjournment 

The  Hon'''''.  Sanniel  Adams  Ks*]'.  the  Moderator  of  the  ^Meeting 
I'nable  to  attend;  the  Iniiabitants  withdrew  and  brought  in  their 
X'otes  for  a  Moderator  Pio.  Tern",  and  the  same  being  In'ougiit  in 
and  sorted  it  appeared  thai 

[34;'>.]  Stephen    Iliggiison    Esq^ 

w:is  chosen   IModerator  Pro.  Tem".  and  took  the  Seat  accordingly 

Several  of  the  Committee  of  Thiiteen,  apijointt'd  to  see  the 
Resolves  of  the  Convention  Otc  executed,  being  out  of  Town,  or 
unable  to  attend 
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Mess".  Isaac  Peirce 

Edward  Greeu 
Christoi/.  Clark 
Benjamin  Edes 
Adams  Colsou 
were  chosen  in  tlie  room  of  Cap'.  Phillips,  Col".  Edward  Proctor, 
Henry  Prentice,  Samuel  Riiggies  and  D^  Charles  Jarvis 

The  Committee  to  affix  Prices  on  European  Merchandi::e  Wine 
&c  Reported,  and  after  the  same  was  read  —  a  Motion  was  made 
and  passed,  that  the  said  Report  be  Recommitted 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  "  To  consider  the  expediency 
of  erecting  a  Fish  Market  in  Dock  Square  was  again  read,  and 
the  same  having  been  duly  considered,  it  was  Voted,  that  it  be 
left  to  the  Selectmen  to  build  or  permit  to  be  built  as  many  Fish 
Stalls  over  the  Water  near  Dock  Square,  as  they  shall  Judge 
necessary,  and  to  affix  such  prices  on  Fish,  or  make  such  Agree- 
ments with  those  who  may  be  ready  to  suppl}'  this  Market  with 
Fish  till  Spring,  as  they  shall  .Tudge  reasonable,  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Inhabitants 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  now  ajipointed 
to  obtain  Supplies  of  the  (ientlemeu   [34(>.]   In  Trade,  for  the 
supply  of  the  Piiblick  Store  —  and  that 
M''.  Thomas  Walley 
Caleb  Davis  Esq''. 
Stephen  Higginsou  P^sq"'. 
Henry  Hill'^Esq^ 
Col".  Thomas  Crafts 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  —  And  the  Committee 
are  desired,  earnestly  to  request  of  those  Persons  who  have  the 
Necessaries  of  Life,  that  they  will  freely  supi)ly  the  Inhabitants  at 
least  by  Retail  with  such  Necessaries 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that  when  this  Meeting  shall  be 
Adjourned,  it  shall  be  to  this  Day  fortnight  being  the  9"'.  Day  of 
November  next  10.  OClock  Forenoon 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Tuesday  November  '.».  10  O. Clock  Forenoon  Met  according  to 
Adjouriniient 

Sanuiel  Adams  Esq'',  the  Moderator  and  Stephen  Higginsou 
Es(i'.  Moderator  Pro  Tem": 

The  Hon'''''.  Samuel  Adams  Esq'',  the  Moderator  and  M''.  Hig- 
ginsou the  Moderator  Pro  Tern",  being  out  of  Town  the  Inhabitants 
were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their  Votes,  for  a  ]\Iod- 
erator  Pro  Tem".  and  the  same  being  brought  in  and  sorted  it 
appeared  that 

.John  Tudor  Es(('. 
was  chosen  Moderator  of  the  Meeting  Pro  Tem". 

[ii+T.]  Tlie  Conunittee  appointed  to  atlix  the  prices  of 
Kin'opeaii   Merchandize  &c  &c 

Reported  vei-bally — That  they  had  spent  considerable  time  in 
considering  the  I>uisiness  Assigned  them  by  the  Town,  and  found 
it   to    be    impracticable    to    atlix   particular  prices  to  the  various 
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Articles  of  Kuropeun  Mi'icliaiidi/A-.  or  to  Ao  :uiy  tiling  more  than 
the  Late  Convention  at  Concord  IkuI  done  in  that  matter 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  tliat  the  Hon''"'.  Tliomas  Ciishing 
K.s(|'.  and  James  Goriiam  Ivscj'.  who  were  of  the  Nnmber  of  Com- 
missioners from  the  New  Knghmd  Colonies  who  lately  met  at 
Hartford  in  order  to  consider  the  ex|)ediency  of  Stating  Prices 
vVc — be  desired  to  Attend  this  .Meeting,  and  that  a  Committee  be 
now  chosen  to  wait  npon  them  for  that  i)uri)ose 

Voted,  that  W.  Ciiristoplier  Clark  lie  a  Committee  to  waite 
upon  those  (Jentlemau 

W.  Cashing  and  M'.  (Joriiam  at  the  tlisire  of  tht-  Town  attended 
accordingly,  and  at  tiie  request  of  the  Inhabitants  accpiaiuted 
them  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Convention  at  Hartford  relative 
to  tlie  consideratiou  of  the  expetliency  of  stating  prices  &c 

On  a  3Iotion  made  Voted,  that  this  Meeting  be  Adj(jurned 
to  Wednesday  tiie  10  Ins'.  — o.  O.Clock  P:  ]M:  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly Adjourned 

Wednesday  the  10  Day  of  Novemlter  ."S.O. Clock  AftiMiKjou  — 
met  according  to  Adjournment 

[3-18.]  Tiie  Committee  ajipointed  to  procure  Subscriptions 
for  the  purpose  of  furnisliing  the  Town,  ^Magazine  with  (J rain, 
West  India  Goods,  being  called  uiion  to  Report  the  Sums  tiiat  had 
been  Subscribed.  INF.  Walley  one  of  the  Committee  laid  the 
Subscription  Pai)er  on  the  Table,  which  was  read  and  there 
delivered   back  to  ^V.  Wallc}^ 

John  Rowe  Esq',  and  M"".  Walley  tw(j  of  the  Committee  chosen 
by  the  Subscriber  for  supplying  in  a  Publick  Store  —  Repoited, 
That  there  had  been  receiv'd  into  the  I'ublick  Store  since  the  G"'. 
Day  of  October  last 

1)0(1  Bushels  of  Indian  Corn 
207  Ditto  of  Rve 
88  Ditto  of  Iiidian  .Meal 
1")  Ditto  of  Rye  .Meal 
f.O  Ditto  of  Wheat 
2  Tons  of  Flour 

That  besides  the  above,  the  Store  Keeper  Col".  Ilurd  has  en- 
gaged upward  of  oOO  lUishels  of  Indian  Corn  to  lie  brought  in 
very  soon  — that  the  greatest  i)art  of  the  above  mentioned  Grain 
has  been  delivered  out  again  in  small  parcells  to  at  least  l.')(K» 
—  different  Persons  in  the  Town  of  Roston  —  that  had  there  l)een 
a  sutticiency  of  Salt  and  other  MtM-chaudize  turned  into  the  Pub- 
lick  Store  as  was  expected,  theCiranary  might  have  been  tilled  with 
Provisions  before  this  some  very  considerable  (|uaiitities  of  (irain 
and  Flour,  having  been  brought  into  Town,  and  offered  at  the 
Publick  Store,  which  was  afterwards  purchased  by  other  Per- 
sons who  could  pay  a  Larger  proportion  of  Salt,  Sugar,  Tea,  and 
Rum  than  could  be  supplied  from  the  Publick  Store  [,*$41).]  That 
what  INIoney  now  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Store  Keeper  aris- 
ing from  the  Sale  of  Salt  Sugar.  Grain  &c  cannot  be  invested  iu 
any  sort  of  Merchandize,  without  giving  oO  p  ('.  difl'erauce  in 
price  —  that  a  Large   quantity  of    Salt,  .Sugar  Tea  ami    Rum   had 
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been  sold  from  the  Piiblick  Store,  besides,  what  has  l^eeu  supplied 
the  Country  Peo[)le  for  Grain,  and  to  others  who  have  brought 
to  this  Market  Beef,  Mutton  &c  &c  as  can  be  attested  by  Mess". 
Ballard  Hews  &c 

A  Motion  was  made,  "  that  the  sense  of  the  Town  be  taken 
whether  the  Publiek  Store  shall  be  kept  open  "  —  and  the  (Ques- 
tion being  accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

On  a  Motion  —  Voted,  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  procure 
Subscriptions  for  the  Publiek  Store,  be  desired  to  call  upon  all 
those  Subscribers  who  have  not  fulfilled  their  engagements,  and  to 
retpiire  ti)at  they  do  it  immediately  —  also 

Voted,  that  the}'  use  their  endaviours  to  procure  further  Sub- 
scriptions for  the  sup|)ly  of  the  said  Store 

Moved  that  this  Meeting  be  desolved 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  dessolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders,  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  qualified  and  legally  warned,  in  publiek  Town 
Meeting  Assembled  at  Fanuiel  Hall  November  the  24"\  1779 
Three  O. Clock  Afternoon 

[350.]  The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring 
in  their  Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  the  Meeting  and  the  same  being 
brought  in  and  Sorted  it  appeared  that 

John  Tudor  Esq', 
was  chosen 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \M7/. 

To  consider  and  determine  upon  Measures  for  procuring  the 
Town  proportion  of  Clothing  for  the  Contenental  Army  Agreeable 
to  a  late  Resolve  of  the  General  Assembly"  —  was  read  —  where- 
upon 

Voted,  that  John  Kow^e  Esci"". 

Col".  Thomas  Crafts 
Jonathan  Williams  Esq''. 
M'.  Samuel  Eleot  Jun'". 
M''.  Nathan  Frazier 
be  a  Committee  for  that  Purpose,  and  to  Report  at  the  Adjourn- 
ment 

The  Petition  of  M'.  Samuel  Hunt  Master  of  the  South  Grammer 
School,  that  he  may  be  allowed  for  his  services  since  August  last, 
and  that  it  may  be  determined  what  Sum  shall  be  granted  for  an 
Assistant  to  said  School  " —  was  read,  whereupon 

Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  said  Petition 
and  what  may  be  proper  Allowance  for  the  other  School  Masters, 
and  to  Report  at  the  Adjournment 

Voted,  that  John  Lowell  Esq'. 
Hzekiel  Price  Esq"". 
Thomas  Crafts  Esq''. 
I'.llis  Gray  Esq'. 
M'.  Nicholas  Bowes 
be  a  Committee  for  that  j)urpose 

[351.]      The  Article  in   the  Warrant  Viz*.  "To  consider  what 
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Measures  shall  betaken  for  tbe  ropairin^^  the  .Mill  iV  Draw  liiid^cs 
now  became  daiigerious,  the  Proprietors  of  the  Mills,  having  de- 
clined doing  it"  —  was  read,  whereupon 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Coiii- 
mittee  to  take  this  Article  into  Cousidt-ration  &  Report  at  the 
Adjournment,  what  they  Judge  best  to  be  done  theieon 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  next  10.  OCIoek   Forenoon 

Tuesday  Xovenil)er  .")()"'. —  K).  O.Cloek,  Heforenoon  —  Met 
according  to  Adjournment 

Deacon  Tudor  in  the  Chaii' 
The  Selectmen  a  f'onnnittee  a|)pointed   by  the  'i'owii.  to  confer 
with  the  Mill  Owners  relative   to  the   Repairs  of  the  Mill    iiiidges 
beg  leave  to  Re|)ort 

That  they  have  met  with  the  Proprietors  (jf  the  Mills,  and  have 
obtained  tlu'ir  Assurance,  that  those  IWidges  shall  V)e  innnediately 
so  repared  as  to  prevent  danger  to  Cairiages  »>^c.  passing  over 
them,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  Season  will  permit  they  purpose  to 
give  them  a  more  thorough  Repair 

J.  Scoi.i.Av.  C'haii-man  ]>  ( )i'der 
The  foregoing   Report    luning   been  I'ead.  it  was  \'oted  that  the 
same  be  accepted 

The  Committee  ap[>oiiittHl  to  consider  ]\r.  Hunts  Recpiest.  and 
what  niay  be  |)roper  Allowances  for  the  other  School  Masters,  have 
considered  these  [iJ,">*^.]  blatters,  and  Report  as  their  Opinion  — - 
That  there  be  allowed  to  the  several  School  blasters  for  Six 
JMonths  service  commencing  on  the  first  Day  of  September  last  the 
following  Sums  respectively       \'i/.'. 

To  W.  Ilunt     -     -     - -     £]s(n) 

To  M'.  Ilolbrook  --------        i.joo 

To  ^r.  Tileston     --------        l.-)(l() 

To  M^  Carter        --------        i.-,(i() 

To  M'.  Bently l.'<i>i) 

J.  Lowi.i.i.  \)  Order 
The   foregoing   Report  having  been   read  and  considered — the 
Question  was  |)Ut  \'iz'.  —  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  — 
Passed  in  the  Affernuitive 

On  a  3Iotion.  Voted,  that  a  Committee  l)e  ai»poinled  to  consider 
&  Report  what  they  .ludge  may  be  a  suit;d)le  allowance  foi-  an 
Usher  for  the  South  (irammar  School 

On  a  :Motion,  \'oted.  that  the  Committee  appointed  the  21'. 
Ins',  to  consider  |)roper  allowances  for  the  School  Masters,  be  the 
Committee  for  the  |)ui'pose  afoi'csaid 

The  Committee  ap[)ointed  by  the  Town  to  consider  the  Article 
in  the  Warrant  relative  to  procuring  Clotiiing  for  the  Continental 
Army  Report  as  follows 

That  part  of  the  Clothing  can  be  procured,  but  your  Conmiittee 
after  the  utmost  enquirey  lind  it  at  present  im|)racticable  to  pro- 
ciu'e  the  whole,  and  what  can  l>e  procured  cannot  be  ol>tained, 
without  the  Cash  being  paid  immediately  and  those  Articles  will 
be  very  dear 

John    1\i  'Wi   p  Order 
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[353.]  The  above  Report  having  been  read,  it  was  Voted, 
that  the  same  be  accepted 

On  a  Motion  \''oted,  that  a  Committee  be  now  appointed  to 
procure  Subscriptions  for  a  Sum  not  exceeding  £30,000  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  the  Towns  proportion  of  Clothing  for  the 
Continental  Army,  and  the  Town  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  and 
impowered  to  Give  his  Negotiable  Notes  on  Interest  to  the  re- 
spective Lenders  for  the  Sum  Subscribed  —  also 
Voted,  that  Col".  Thomas  Crafts 

]\r|:.  Thomas  Ilitchborne 
M  .  Henry  Hill 
Kiienezer  Hancock  Esq'. 
M'.  John  Kneelaud 
V»e  a  Coniniittee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

It  was  moved  &  Voted,  that  when  this  Meeting  is  Adjourned, 
it  shall  to  Monday  next  3.  O. Clock  P:  M:  being  the*  6"'.  of 
December 

Voted,  that  the  Town  fleeting  Adjournment  be  published  in  y*". 
News  Papers 

Then  the  Meeting  was  Adjourned 

Monday  December  G"'.  — 3  O. Clock  Afternoon — Met  accord- 
ing to  Adjournment 

Deacon  Tudor  in  the  Chair 

The  Committee  ai)pointed  to  Consider  and  Report  a  suitable 
allowance  to  Mr.  Hunts  present  Assistant  as  also  what  mayebe 
proper  allowance  for  an  Usher  to  the  South  Grammer  School 

[35-4.]  Hei)ort  that  M''.  Hunts  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of 
the  Town  Treasurer}'  the  Sum  of  four  hundred  &  Seventy  Five 
pounds  in  full  for  an  Assistant  for  the  Nine  ^Months  past  — 
And  the  future  Allowance  for  the  Usher  of  the  South  Grammer 
School,  be  one  half  of  the  Sum  allowed  the  Master 

Ezice"-.  Puke  p  Order 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  considered,  the 
Question  was  put  Viz'.  Whether  the  Report  shall  be  accepted 
Passed  in  the  Affermative 

The  Counnittee  appointed  to  procure  Subscriptions  for  a  Sum 
not  exceeding  £30,000  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  Towns 
proportion  of  [Clothing]  for  the  Continental  Army — Reportt-d, 
That  they  had  as  yet  obtained  but  £500  —  and  should  not  be 
able  to  procure  the  Sum  intended 

On  a  ^Motion  Voted,  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to,  to 
Morrow  3.  O. Clock  Afternoon 

And  the  ^Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Tuesday  the  7"'.  Day  of  December  3.  O. Clock  Afternoon,  Met 
according  to  Adjournment 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  relative  to  procuring  Clothing  &c  — 
was  again  taken  up  and  considered  whereupon  Voted  that 
Col".  Thomas  Crafts 
M''.  Thomas  Hitchborne 
M^   Henry  Hill 
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[li.l^.]  Klx'iu'zcr  IlaiicocU  Ks(j'. 

M'.  .lolm  Kiicehuul 
the  Committee  ii[)i)oiiit(;il  at  a  late  .Meeting-  to  procure  Siib;,ciip- 
tious  for  a  .Sum  not  exceeding  i';^)0,()(i()  for  the  purpose  of  i)ro- 
cMiing  tlic  Towns  proportion  of  Clothing  for  the  Continental  Arinv, 
be  and  hereby  are  desired  to  proceed  in  that  buissiness,  unlill  a 
Sum  suflicient  for  the  |)uri)Ose  is  Sul)scribed  ;  said  Lenders  to  i)e 
repaid  the  respective  Sums  by  tliem  advanced.  l)y  a  discount  out 
of  their  present  Tax  —  also 

N'oted,  that  David  .leffrli's  l^s(|'.  the  'I'owii  'I'reasurer,  be  and  he 
hereby  is  impower'd  and  direetetl,  to  give  his  negotialile  Notes  to 
till'  ii'spective  Subscribi^rs,  for  the  sum  by  them  so  Advanced  for 
the  pur|)ose  aforesaid  paya])le  out  of  the  present  Tax 

On  a  Moticju  \'ote(l,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Town  be  and  hereby 
are  given  to  .John  Tudor  lOsq'.  the  Moderator  of  this  Meeting  for 
dispatcliing  the  Uuissness  thereof 

A  Motion  made  and  carried  that  this  Meeting  be  dessolved 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordiuglv  Dissolved 


[35(5.]  At  a  erecting  of  the  Freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Boston  at  Faneuil  Ilall  on  Tuesday  the  1'.  Day 
of  February  Anno  Domini  17>;0 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Electing  read  when  it  a|)|)eared  by  the 
Return  made  by  the  Constal)les  on  said  Warrant,  that  they  had 
neglected  to  Warn  one  of  the  Wards 

A  3Iotion  was  then  made,  and  it  was  accordingly  Voted,  that 
the  Selectmen  be  desired  to  issue  a  warrant,  on  Thursday  next  •">. 
O. Clock  Afternoon,  And  that  the  Constables  be  directed  to  Notify 
the  Inhabitants  without  leaving  printed  Notilications 

Then  the  fleeting  was  dissolved 

At  a  fleeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  otiier  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  l>oston,  duly  (jualilied  and  legally  warned  in  publick 
Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneuil  Ilall  on  Thursday  the  •'>''. 
Day  of  February  1780 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting —  read 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw,  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  ^Iod(!rator,  and  the  same  having  lieen  l)ronglit  in  and 
sorted,  it  appeared,  that 

The  Hon''*''.  John  Hancock  Ksq'.  was  chosen 

[357.]  (ieneral  Hancock  having  desired  to  be  excused  from 
serving  as  Moderator  on  account  of  his  health — he  was  excused, 
and  the  V^otes,  for  another  Person  as  Moderator  being  brought 
in  and  sorted,  it  appeared  tiiat 

John  Tudor  Fsq'. 
was  chosen  ^Moderator  of  this  ^Meeting 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \'iz'. — To  consider  what  Sum  of 
Money  shall  be  raised  to  defray,  the  necessary  Charges  and 
Expences  of  the  Town  "  —  was  read,  and  considered  whereupon 

Voted,  that  the  further  Sum  of  Seventy  thousand  Pounds,  in 
addition  to  the  Sums  already  granted,  be  raised  by  a  Tax  upon 
Polls  and   Estates  within   tiiis  Town,   for  the  relief  of  the   Poor, 
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and  defrying  other  necessary  Charges  arising  within  this  Town  the 
ensuing  Year 

The  Article  of  the  Warrant  Viz'.  "Of  the  request  of  the  Assess- 
ors, that  the  Town  would  determine  what  they  shall  be  paid  a 
Day  for  their  services  to  this  time."  —  was  read,  whereupon 

Voted,  that  the  Assessors  have  Nine  pounds,  p  Day  for  their 
services  to  this  time 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz':  —  "  To  consider  and  determine 
whether  the  Watch  at  New  Boston  shall  be  reistablished  "  — Avas 
read  and  considered,  whereupon 

[358.]  Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  Reinstate  the 
Watch  at  West  Boston 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  "  To  consider  the  Request  of 
the  Town  Treasurer  that  it  may  be  determined,  what  Allowance 
may  be  [iroper  to  make  him  for  past  services  "  —  was  read,  where- 
upon 

Voted,  that  John  Lowell  Esq^ 
Ezekiel  Price  Esq^ 
Thomas  Crafts  Esq^ 
P^llis  Gray  Esq'. 
M^  Nicholas  Bowes 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  to  make  Report  as  soon 
as  may  be 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dessolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Ereeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  qualified  &  legally  warned  in  publick  Town 
Meeting  Assembled  at  Faueuil  Hall  on  Monday  the  6"'.  Day  of 
March  1780 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting —  read 

The  Hon'''''.  John  Hancock  Esq"",  was  chosen  Moderator  of  this 
Meeting  by  a  unanimous  Vote 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Town  the  5"'.  of  March  last 
to  apply  to  a  proper  Gentleman  to  [350.]  Deliver  an  Oration  the 
a"',  of  March  Ins',  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  horrcd  INIas- 
sacre  perpetrated  on  the  Evening  of  the  5"'.  of  March  1770  by  a 
Party  of  Soldiers  under  the  Command  of  Cap'.  Thomas  Preston  of 
the  29"".  Regiment  —  Rei^orted 

That  having  naet  together  several  times  for  the  purposes  men- 
tioned in  the  Town  Vote,  they  had  unanimously  made  choice  of 
M''.  Jonathan  Mason  Jun^  to  deliver  an  Oration  on  the  5"'.  of 
March  Ins',  who  had  accordingly  accepted  of  that  service 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  made,  the  Question  was 
put —  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  —  Passed  in  the  Affer- 
mative 

Upon  a  Motion  the  Town  took  into  consideration,  what  would 
be  the  best  time  to  have  the  Oration  pronounced  ;  as  also  what 
place  would  be  most  suitable  for  the  Purpose  —  whereupon 

Voted,  that  the  Oration  be  delivered  at  the  Old  Brick  Meeting 
House,  the  Hall  not  being  capacious  enough  to  receive  to  the 
Inhabitants  that  attended  upon  the  occasion 
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Voted,  tluit  Col",   'riidor 
Col",   ralfrey 
Kbenezer  Hancock  Es(]^ 
be  ti  Committee  to  wait  upon  Jonathan   Mason,  and  acquaint  him 
that  it  is  tiie  desire  of  the  Town  that  the  Oration  may  hi-  delivered 
at  the  Old  Brick  Meetini,^  [.'{GO.  J  House.  \->.  O. Clock  this  Day — 
as  also  to  ask  leave  of  the  Committee  of  said  Church  for  the  use 
of  that  Buildinu; 
On  a  Motion  made 

Voted,  that  the  Selectnicn  be  directed  to  order  the  several 
Bells  in  the  Town  to  be  tolliMl  fi'om  one  (|naiter  of  an  Hour  aftei' 
;).  uutill  10.  O. Clock 

Adjourned  to  the  Old  Buck   Meetin<i;  House  12.   O. Clock 

The  Town  met  at  the  Old  Brick  Meeting  House  12.  O. Clock 
according  to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  ai)pointed  to  wait  upon  .M'.  .Jonathan  ^Mason 
Juir.  to  accjuaint  him  with  the  \o\v  of  the  Town  respecting  tlu,' 
time  and  IMace  for  the  delivery  of  an  Oration  — Reported 

An  Oration  to  connuemorate  the  horred  ^[assacre  of  the  Fifth 
of  March  1770  and  to  impress  upon  the  Minds  of  the  Citizens,  the 
ruinous  tendency  of  standing  Armies,  being  placed  in  Free  and 
Populous  Cities.  &c.  was  delivered  by  M^  Jonathan  jMason  Juif. 
to  a  large  and  crowded  Audience  and  received  by  them  with  great 
A{)[>lause 

On  a  .Motion  \'oted,  tliat 

The  Hon'''*'.  John  Hancock  Fs(|'. 
William  Cooper 
Fzekiel  Price  Fscj''. 
M'.  Barth".  Kneeland 
,  William  Tudor  Fs([^ 

[3(>1.J  John  Lowell  Escf. 

Fllis  Cray  Fsq\ 
be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Connnittee  to  wait  upon  M^  Jona- 
than Mason  Juu''.  to  thank  him  for  the  npiriU'd  an'l cIci/aDt  Orafinn 
delivered  li}'  Him  at  their  re([uest,  in  commemoration  of  the  horriMl 
INIassacre  perpetrated  on  the  Evening  of  the  .^'''.  of  3Iarch  1770. 
by  a  Party  of  Soldiers  of  the  29"'.  Regiment  under  the  Connnaud 
of  Caf)'.  Thomas  Preston,  and  to  request  of  him  a  Cop\"  thereof 
for  the  Press. 

On  a  IMotion  made 

Voted,  that  The  Hon'''''.  Samuel  Adams  Esq^ 
The  Hon'''".  John  Pitts  Esq'. 
The  Hon''''.  John  Hancock  Esq^ 

John  Lowell  Esq^ 
]\P.  Jonathan  .Mason  Jun'. 
:\P.  Barth".  Kneeland 
Harbottle  Dorr  Esq^ 
be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  apply  to  a  [)roper 
Gentleman,  to  deliver  an  Oration  on  the  ;')'".  of  March  next  to  per- 
l)etnate  the  memory  of  the   horred   Massacre   perpetrated  on   the 
Evening  of  the  5"'.  of  March   1770.  bv  a  Partv  of  Soldiers  of  the 
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29"'.  Regiment,  under  the  Command  of  Cap'.  Thomas  Preston,  and 
to  impress  upon  our  Minds  tlie  ruinous  tendency  of  Standing  Ar- 
mies being"  plac'd  in  Free  and  populous  Cities  in  a  time  of  Peace  ; 
and  the  necessity  of  sucii  noble  Exertions  in  all  future  times  as 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  then  made,  whereby  the  designs  of  the 
Conspirators  against  the  Publicic  Peace  may  be  still  frustrated 

A  Collection  made  for  M'.  Monk  who  still  languishes  under  the 
wounds  received  on  5"'.  March  1770  of  £;)29  .,  8..  1. 

[36*-i.]     Then  the  Meeting  was  dessolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  qualified  and  legally  warned  in  Publick  Town 
Meeting  Assembled  at  Faueuil  Hall  on  Monday  the   13"',  Day  of 
March  Anno  Domini  —  1780  —  9  O. Clock  Before  Noon 
Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev''.  D'.  Cooper 
Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read 

Sundry  Laws  enjoined  to  he  read  at  this  Meeting  were  accord- 
ingly —  read 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting,  and  the  same  being 
brought  in  and  sorted  it  ajjpeared  that 

The  lion''''.  John  Hancock  Esq' 
was  chosen  unanimously 

M"'.  William  Coo[)er  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  for  the  Year 
ensuing,  and  took  the  Oatli  of  ( )tHce  for  the  faithf  nil  discharge 
of  his  Duty  which  Oath  was  administred  by  M'.  Justice  Green- 
leaf 

The  Town  having  Determined  by  a  Vote  to  choose  Seven  Select- 
men, the  Inhabitants  were  [3(>3.]  Then  directed  to  withdraw  and 
bring  in  their  Votes  for  that  Number  ;  and  tiie  same  beifig  lu-ouglit 
in  and  sorted,  it  appeared  that  only  the  following  Six  Gentlemen 
Viz'. 

John  Scollay  Esq"'. 
Cap'.  Gustavus  Fellows 
Ilarbottle  Dorr  Esq'. 
M'.  Nathan  Frazier 
Ezekiel  Price  Esq"". 
M'.  John  Sweetser  excused 

were  chosen  Selectmen  for  the  Year  ensuing 

Tlie  Votes  being  brought  in  for  one  Selectman  and  sorted  it 
appeared  that 

Cap'.  William  IMackay 
was  chosen 

On  a  Motion  made  the  Question  was  put  Viz'.  Whether  the 
Town  will  now  make  choice  of  Nine  Persons,  as  a  Committee  of 
Correspondence,  Inspection  and  Safety  for  the  Year  ensuing"  — 
Passed  in  the  Aftermative 

The  Votes  being  brought  in  and  sorted,  it  appeared  that 
M^  Ebenezer  Dorr  -     -     -     excused 
M'.  John  Lowell       -     -     -         d". 
Maj'.  Thomas  IMelvill  -     -         d'\ 
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31'.  Ihiirv  I'rciiticL'  -  -  d". 
,I()lin  Lucas  Ks(|'.  -  -  -  ([>. 
C'oi".  Josiah  Waters      -      -  d". 

Cap'.  .loliii  Simk'ms       -     -         d". 
M'.  Juiiathau  3Iasoii  Ju'. 
.M  .  Samuel  JJiick     -     -     -  d'. 

[ii(>4.]  Were  cliotsen  a  Committee  of  Coirespondeiree  In- 
spection and  Safet}-  for  the   '^'ear  ensuing 

iM'.  John  Lowell  having  desired  that  he  may  be  excused  from 
serving  on  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  ikv —  he  was  accord- 
ingly  excused 

Adjourned  to  .">  (). Clock  P.M. 

.'3  (). Clock.  P:  M:    Met  according  to  Adjournment 
The  Votes  being  brought  in  and  sorted  it  appeared  that 
Nathaniel  Barber  ^2s(|^  (excused)  was  chosen  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence    Inspection    and    Safety   for    tiie    Year 
ensuing 

Col".  Waters  one  of  the  (ientleman  chosen  a  Committee  of 
Correspondence  &c  having  desired  to  be  excused  from  serving  on 
that  Committee  he  was  accordingly  excused 

Nathaniel  Barber  Es(i^  another  of  the  (ientlemen  chosen  to 
compose  that  Committee  having  desired  to  be  excused  from  serv- 
ing, for  reasons  given  by  him,  he  was  accordingly  excused 

IM''.  Henry  Prentice  of  the  same  Committee  was  also  by  his 
desire  excused  from  serving  on  the  Connnittee 

Maj'".  Thomas  Melville  another  of  the  Committee  having  desired 
to  be  excused  from  serving,  he  was  accordingly  excused 

[JJfJ;").]      The  Inhabitants  brought    in    their  ^'otes  for  twehe 
AVardens,  and  n[)on  sorting  them  it  apj)eared  that 
Cap'.  Joiialhan  Davis 
Col".  Josiah  Waters  Ju'. 
'SI'.  William  Brick  excused 

Cap,.  Nathaniel  Curtis 
]\r.  Joshua  Farrington 
M'.  James  Boyce 
Cap'.  John  Newell 
M  .  William  White 
M'.  Josej)h  Tico 
Alexander  I-^dwards  Esff. 
.M'.  Jacob  Rhodes 
W.  John  Boyls 
were  chosen  Wardens  for  the  Year  ensuing 

M''.  Samuel  Brick  one  of  the  (ientleman  chosen  a  Committee  of 
Correspondence  &c  having  as  by  his  Letter  on  file,  desirt'd  to  l)e 
excused  from  serving  on  that  Committee  he  was  accordingly  ex- 
cused 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  tiieir  \'otes  for  sixteen  Lire  Wards, 
and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared  that 
John  Scollay  L.sq'' 
William  Cooper 
Francis  Shaw  Ksty. 
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Edward  Procter  Esq'. 
Cap^  John  PLilling 
Caleb  Davis  Esq''. 
Ebenezer  Hancock  Esq''. 
M''.  Thomas  Tileston 
[366.]  Andrew  Syms  Esq"". 

Cap'.  Gustaviis  Fellows 
Joseph  Webb  Esq''. 
Cap'.  .lohn  Ballard 
M'.  John  Ballard 
M'.  John  Lowell 
Maj'-.  Thomas  Melvill 
Jabez  Hatcli  P^sq''. 
were  chosen  Fire  "Wards  for  the  Year  ensuing 

M"".  John  Sweetser  chosen  Selectman  having  desired  that  he 
might  be  excused  from  serving  in  that  Office,  as  it  must  prevent 
his  discharging  the  trust  of  an  Overseer  of  the  Poor :  he  was 
accordingly  excused 

Votes,  for  a  County  Treasurer,  brought  in,  and  being  sealed  up 
in  Town  Meeting  were  delivered  to  M^  Constable  Parks  to  be  by 
him  returned  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  at  their 
next  jNIeeting 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  Votes  for  one  Selectmnn  in  the 
room  of  M''.  .John  Sweetser,  who  was  excused  from  serving,  it  ap- 
peared that 

M''.  Tnttle  Hubbard 
was  chosen  a  Selectman  for  the  Year  ensuiug 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  Votes  for  one  Fire  Ward,  and 
upon  sorting  them  it  appeared  that  M^  John  Wiutherop  was  chosen 
a  Fire  Ward  for  the  Year  ensuing 

[367.]     The  Inhabitants  brought   in    their  Votes  for    twelve 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  ui)ou  sorting  them  it  appeared  that 
The  Hon'^'^  William  Phillips  Esq^ 
Isaac  Smith  Esq''. 
M'.  Jonathan  INIason 
Cap'.  Samuel  Partridge 
M'.    Sanniel  Whitwell 
M''.  John  Wliite 
Edward  Procter  Esq''. 
William  Powell  P'.sq\ 
M'.  .Tolin  Sweetser  .Tun^ 
Samuel  Barret  Esq''. 
M''.  Niciiolas  Bowes 
Josepli  Wel)b  Esq^ 
were  chose  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the  Year  ensuing 

Maj''.  Edward  Carnes 
was  chosen  a  Surve^'or  of  Hemp,  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess".  .Tohn  BuUinch 
•Joseph  Balhird 
Uriah  Norcross 
Benjamin  White 
Joseph  Butler 
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Ilciirv    lUaisdel 

.luliu  (  liampney 

Tlioiiias  liayley 

Kilwaid  Ranger 

John  lU'll 

Abraliain  Howard 

•James  Rogei's 

Pliilli[)  Kckert 
[Ji(>8.j  IJeiijaiiiin  Howard 

Al)ijtdi  Crane 

Samuel  Delia  way 

.Jonathan  Sloddard 

'I'lionias  Fran 
were  chose  —  Surveyers  of  IJoards,  for  the  Year  ensiling 
Mess".  William  (lough 

Joseph  Daniels 

Samuel  Dyer 

Nathaniel  Wales 

William  Drown 
were  chose  Fence  Viewers  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess"^'.  Daniel   Parks 

.lohn  Child excused 

Samuel  Curtis 

Nathan  (ireen 

Sanmel  IJangs 
were  cliosen  Scalers  of  Leather  fur  the  Year  ensuing 

^F.  Athim  Colson 
was  chosen  Informer  of  Deer  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess  \  Peter  Cotta 

Manassah  Masters 

William  Corhit 

Joshua  Pico 

William  Raynard 

John  Owen 

Sanuu'l  Hay  ley 

William  Parkman 

Caleb  Hayden 
[300.]  Samuel  ifernard 

William  Freeland 
were  chosen  Cullefs  of  Slaves  for  the  Y(>ar  ensuing 
Mess''.  Samuel  Curtis 

Jonatliau  Farnam 

.John  Cade 
were  chose  Hogreeves  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess''.  George  Hamling 

Isaac  TuckerniMn 
were  chose  Haywards  for  the  Year  ensuing 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  next  Hi,  O'Clock  Before  Noon 

Tuesday  the  11    Day  of  >Firch    10.  O'Clock  Before  Xoon  —  Met 
accordiuu"  to  Adiourument 
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The  Hon'"''".  John  Hancock  Esq'',  the  Moderator  of  this  Meeting, 
having  desired  to  be  excused  from  further  service  as  a  Moderator, 
his  duty  requiring  his  attendance  at  tiie  General  Court  he  was 
accordiugl}'  excused  for  tlie  present,  and  the  Inhabitants  were 
directed  to  bring  in  their  Votes  for  a  Moderator  Pro  Tern",  and  the 
same  being  brought  in  and  sorted  it  appeared  that 

John  Tudor  Esq^ 
was  chosen  Moderator  Pro  Tem'\ 

M'".  Dorr  having  desired  to  be  excused  by  the  Town  from  serv- 
ing on  tlie  Committee  of  Correspondence  &c.  —  lie  was  accord- 
ingly excused 

[37().]  The  Selectmen  having  requested  an  augmentation  of 
their  Number  —  the  (Question  was  put  —  Viz*.  Whether  the  Vote 
for  choosing  only  seven  Persons  as  Selectmen  the  present  year, 
shall  be  reconsidered,  which  passed  in  the  Affermative 

A  debate  having  arisen,  relative  to  a  time  being  assigned,  for 
the  choice  of  two  Selectmen  —  a  Motion  was  made  "  that  the  Vote 
for  an  Augmentation  of  that  Body  may  be  reconsidered  "  and  the 
Question  being  put  passed  in  the  Affermative 

Cap*.  Jolin  Simkins  chosen  on  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
&  having  desired  to  be  excused  from  serving  —  he  was  accord- 
ingly excused  — 

John  Lucas  Esq'',  having  desired  to  be  excused  from  serving  on 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence  the  year  ensuing  he  was  accord- 
ingly excused 

On  a  IMotion  made  Voted,  that  the  clioice  of  a  Committee  of 
Correspondence  be  referred  to  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting 

A  motion  was  made  for  reconsidering  the  Vote  Affixing  the 
number  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  at  nine,  and  that 
thirteen  be  chosen  at  the  Adjournment  —  a  debate  arising  on  the 
Motion,  the  (Question  was  withdrawn 

The  Inhabitants  having  brought  in  their  Votes,  for  a  Town 
Treasurer  it  appeared  that 

[371.]  David  .Teffries  Esq''. 

was  chosen  Town  Treasurer  for  the  Year  ensuing  unanimously 
.     On  a  Motion  made  —  the  Question  was  put  —  Whether  Collec- 
tors of  Taxes  shall  be  chose  sei)erate  from  Constables — Passed 
in  the  Atferraative 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that  the  choice  of  Constables  be  re- 
ferred over  to  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting 

The  Selectmen 
were  chosen  Surveyers  of  Iligli  Ways  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Jonathan  Williams  P^sq'. 
M^  John  Sweetser  Ju''. 
M'-.  John  White 
were  chosen  Purchasers  of  Ornin  for  the  Year  ensuing,  and  they 
are  desired  and  impowered  to  give  all  needfull  directions  to  the 
Keeper  of  the   Granary,  resi)ecting  the   quantity  of  Grain  to  be 
sold,  and  affixing  the  prices  thereof  from  time  to  time  as  occaison 
siiall  require  ;  and  the  said  Committee  are  desired  and  directed  to 
cause  all  the  Grain  belonging  to  the  Town  to  be  ground  at  the 
new  Mills  near  the  Mill  Bridae 


Boston'    Towx    Kkcokixs,    ITSO.  113 

John  Tudcn'  I^S(J^ 
•loliii  Lucas  Ivscj''. 
M'.  .;i)liii  WliiU' 
M'.  -lames  Tliwiiig 
]\r.  John  SweclSL'i' 
were  chosen  Survevers  of  Wheat  t'of  the  Year  ensuing 
[37*i.]  .Mess".  Thomas  (ireen 

•lohn  Skumer 
were  cliose  Assay  Masters  for  the  year  eusuiiig 

Mess".  Samuel  ('loui!;h  for  W'aid  N '.  1. 
Cap',  .lolm  Laml»ert  -  -  -  2. 
-lames  Sheiuian  -  -  .  -  ;; 
John  Cogswell  -----  i 
.John  Dinsdel  -----  .") 
John  Welch  -----  () 
William  IVke  -----  7 
David  lUirrel     -----       ,s 

Daniel  Parks !) 

William  Rogers     -     -     -     -     10 
?>l)enezer  Ilinkley-     -     -     -     11 
Charles  ISim|)son    -     -     -     -     12 
were  chosen  Seavingers  for  the  Year  ensuing 
On  a  Motion,  Voted,  that 

M'.  Jonathan  IMason 

^V.  John  Sweetser 

Samuel  ikirret  Esq''. 

l)e  a  Committee   to  encjuire   respecting  the  j)ayments  made  by  the 

Collectors,  into  the  State,  County  and  Town   Treasuries  :   and   to 

make  Ke[)ort  as  soon  as  ma}'  he 

On  a  Motion   \'oted.  that  the   choice   of  Collectors   be   referred 
over  to  the  AdjournnKnit  of  this  [NFeeting 
Adjourned  to  .'j.  O'Clock  1':  .M: 


o  O. Clock  P:  M:  met  according  to  Adjournment 
[ii7^^,]      The    following    Persons    were    chose     Clerks    of     the 
Marlvct  for  the  Year  ensuing  Viz'. 

Mess".  Benjamin  Coolidge 

Isaijah  Doan 

Sanuiel  Fenno 

Ilem'y  Newman 

Thomas  Cushing  Jun''. 

Abraham  Kustis 

John  Reed  Jun"". 

John  Codman  JuiT. 

John  Jackson 

TluMuas  Level 

John  Carnes  Jun\ 
On  a  ^lotion.  V^oted.  that 

Kills  (4ray  ^:sq^ 

C()l".  Josiah'  Waters 

Col".  Thomas  Daws 
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Samuel  Barrut  Esq''. 
Ezekiel  Price  Escf . 
John  Lucas  Esq'. 
be  a  Committee   to  consider  the   time  and   manner  in  wliicli   the 
Assessors  should  set  for  abatements  of  Taxes  ;  and  to  Report  at 
the  Adjournment 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that 

Ellis  Gray  Esq^ 
Col".  Josuih  Waters  Ju^ 
CoP.  Thomas  Daws 
Samuel  Barret  Esq''. 
Ezekiel  Price  Esq'. 
John  Lucas  Esq^ 
be  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  number  of  Assessors 
necesary  to   be  chosen,  and  the  manner   in   which  they   shall   be 
paid 

[374.]  Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to 
lay  before  the  Town  at  the  next  Town  Meeting,  the  Sums  they 
have  drawn  for  on  the  Town  Treasurer  the  last  Year,  distinguish- 
ing the  Several  services 

On  a  Motion,  Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  make 
full  inquirey  into  the  Affairs  of  the  Town,  respecting  its  Del  its, 
and  Credits,  and  Report  the  same,  as  soon  as  may  be,  with  the 
Names  of  the  Persons  to  and  from  whom  the  yeveral  Sums  are 
respectively  due  —  also 

Voted,  that  Thomas  Dawes  Esq^ 
CoP.  Josiah  Waters 
M^  Herman  Brimmer 
M''.  Joseph  Pierce 
Ellis  Gray  Esq', 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 
Ebenezer  Stoier  Esq"^. 
M''.  Samuel  Wiivk 
M'.  .John  Lowell 
Hon'''^  Benjamin  Austin  Esq^ 
M"".  John  Andrews 
be  and  they  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  Audit  the  Ac- 
counts of  David  Jeffries  Esq''.  Treasurer,  and  also  the  Accompts 
of  the  Overseers  of  the   Poor  ;    and  the  said   Committee  are  im- 
powered  when  they  shall  Audit  said  Accompts  to  allow  such  of 
the  Overseers  ns  shall  advance  Money  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor, 
Interest  on  all  such  Sums  from  the  time  so  Advanced,  uutill  the}' 
shall  have  Audited   [375.]    Said  Accompts,  and  they  are  also 
desired  to  Report  from  time  to  time  a  State  of  the  Treasurey  re-- 
specting  its  Debts  and  Credits,  and  on  any  Matter  that  they  may 
think  proper 

The    article    in    the  Warrant    Viz'. — To  determin  what    Land 
shall  be  improved  by  the  Town  for  the  raising  of  Vegitables  the 
present  Year,  was  read,  whereupon 
Voted,  that  Cap'.  Job  Prince 

M^  Isaac  Pierce 
M^  Enoch  Brown 


Boston    Town    Uh.roKDs,    17>>0.  •  115 

iNl'.  Saimii'l  lircelv 
M'.  John  Lowell 
INF.  C  oiiu'liiis  Thayer 
>\F.  Andiew  Oliver 
be    a    Committee    to    coiisitler    this    Article,    and    l\e})f)rt    at    tiie 
Adjournmeut 

The  Article  iu  the  Warrant  \'iz'.  —  To  consider  wiiat  Measures 
shall  be  taken  relating  to  the  Manure  in  the  Strec't"  —  was  read, 
whereupon 

Voted,  that  Ca|)'.  .Iol»  Prince 
M'    Isaac  Fierce 
]\F.  Knoch  Hrown 
M'.  Sauiuel  Breck 
INI'.  .John  Lowell 
M'.  Cornelius  Thayer 
M^  Andrew  Oliver 
be  a  Committee  to  consider  this  ^Litter  and  Report  at  tlie  Adionin- 
raent 

fiJ'TCJ.]  The  Article  relative  to  a  School  house  was  read, 
whereupon  it  was  moved  and  Voted,  to  refer  the  Consideration 
thereof  to  the  Adjournment 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Vi/'.  —  "'To  consider  what  furtlier 
provision  is  necessary  for  the  Work  House  "  —  was  rend  where- 
upon Voted,  that 

Ellis  ( Iray  Ivs(i'. 
Stei)hen  lliirginson  Elsq''. 
j\F.  John  Andrews 
W.  Kdward  Fayue 
William  Cooi)er 
be  a  Committ(H>    to  consider  this   ^Litter  and  Report  as  soon  as 
may  he 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \'i/.'. —  "To  consider  what  is 
further  necessary  to  be  done  relative  to  supplying  the  Families  of 
such  Non  Commissioned  Ofticers  and  Soldiers  as  liave  engaged 
in  the  Continental  Service,  conformable  to  a  late  Act  of  the 
General  Court,  was  read,  whereu|)oi),  it  was  moved  and  Voted, 
that  the  further  consideration  of  this  ^Matter  be  referred  over  to 
the  AdjoiH'nment  of  this  Meeting 

The  Article  in  tlie  Warrant — Xv/J.  '-To  consider  whether  :uiy 
further  Measures  can  be  taken  to  promote  ^'irtue,  and  good  order 
in  the  Town  "  —  was  read,  wheren[)on —  N'oteil,  that 
The  Hon'''"'.  Samuel  Atlams  Esq''. 
Rev''.  Docf^.  Cooper 
Rev'",  yv .  Lotherop 
Rev''.  :\F.  Howard 
M^  .Tose])h  Feirce 
[377.]  John  Tudor  l^scj''. 

Caleb  Davis  Esij'. 
be  a  Committee  for  the   Furjiose  aforesaid   to  Report  as  soon  as 
mav  be 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  next  being  the  21  Ins'.  1".  OCloek  F'>re- 
Noon 
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Mai'ch  2P'.  10.  O. Clock.     Met  according  to  Adjournment 

.John  Tudor  in  the  Chair 
On  :i  Motion  ^'oted,  that  the  Town  come  to  the  choice  of  Con- 
stables at  1-2  O. Clock 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
\'otes  for  Eight  or  Nine  Persons  to  serve  on  a  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence Inspection  &  Safety  in  the  Room  of  Eight  who  have 
resigned ;  and  the  Votes  having  been  brought  in  and  sorted  it 
appeared  tiiat 

Nathaniel  Barber  Escf . 
Edward  Procter  Es(|''. 
Cap',  -lohu  Pulling 
M'.  Foster  Conday 
Ebenezer  Hancock  Esq'. 
..Samuel  Ruggles  E.sq''. 
Andrew  Synims  Esq''. 
Thomas  Mel v ill  Esc^'". 
were    Chosen  a  Committee   of   Cori-espondeuee,    Inspection    and 
Safety,  for  the  Year  ensuing 

Col".  Waters,  having  desired  that  he  might  be  excused  serving 
as  a  Warden  the  Question  was  put  and  passed  in  the  negative 

[378.]  The  Counnittee  who  were  appointed  to  consider  the 
Number  of  the  Assessors,  and  the  ^Manner  in  which  they  are  to  be 
paid  —  Report  as  their  Opinion 

That  in  consideration  of  the  impoverished  State  of  the  Town, 
there  should  be  five  Assessors  and  n(j  more  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  Town  Treasurey 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  considered  —  the 
(.Question  was  put  —  Whether  llie  Report  be  accepted  —  Passed  in 
the  Negative 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  the  Town  ^^ill  make  choice  of  Seven 
Assessors  for  the  Year  ensuing 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  respecting  the  payments 
made  by  the  Collectors  into  the  State,  Comity  and  Town  Treas- 
uries—  Re[)ort 

That  it  appears  by  the  Treasurers  Books   &c  That  there   is  a 
ballance  due  from  Frances  Shaw  Esq''. 
March  "JO"',  to  the  State  Treasurer  £'>22-2 .V.) .    7i 

To  the  Town  Treasurer    -----    147'.'-s.ll.l  1 


20020.11. 6i 
liallauce  due  from  Benjamin  Sumner 
,Iuu'.  :\Iarcli  20"\  To  the  State  Treasurer    £1091.5.   4 
To  the  Town  Treasurer     ------     72G7.2.10 


183,58.8.2. 
Ballance  due  from  .losiah  Torry  March  20"'. 
To  the  State  Treasun-r     -------    4;j(53.7_ 

To  the  Town  Treasurer    -     -     -     -  -    ;;(I55.4.10 

8018.11.10 

[379.]  46397.11.6^ 
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Ballunce  due  from  M'.  .Jnmcs  'l"lionii>son 
:\I;irch  2U'". 

To  State  Tiva'^mvi-     - t':)'.'.".  1. 1  1.7. 

To  the  Town  Treasurer .')(i7  1.   G.2 


1.")  009. 0.0. 

Due  I'roiii  M'.  Heiijainiu  Ciulwoiili  ,  ()14U().  12.."]^ 

To  Town  Tre.-isiirer     ------        i'l  ISO. .")..">. 

Due    from    M''.    Benjamin    Cinlwortli   to 
tlie  State  Treasur}'  on   Kxeention 

-  -     returned  not  satisfied  and  one  re- 

turned  satisfied  in   i)art   for    177^ 

-  -     Tax     ---------       .".(;47.1<!  — 

Tlie  Committee  to  consider  tlie  time  and  mnnncr  in  wiiieli  the 
Assessors  shall  set  for  Abatements  Reported 

That  the  Assessors  shall  sit  one  ^louth  after  the  essuing-  eacii 
Tax  for  tlie  Aliatemeuts  thereon  " 

The  foregoing  Report  iiaviiig  been  read,  and  eonsidere(l  —  tlu; 
Question  was  put  \'iz'.  —  Whether  the  lJei)ort  shall  l)e  aeeei)ted  — 
Passetl  in  the  Al'fermative 

Voted,  that  the  Assessors  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  and 
directed  to  sit  for  such  Abatements  of  Taxes,  as  they  shall  Judge 
reasonable,  on  every  Day  of  the  iMontii  following  the  delivery  of 
the  Tax  liooks  to  the  Collectors,  Lords  Days  excepted,  and  no 
longer,  saving  that  they  be  allowed  to  sit  the  two  last  Weeks  in 
November  for  the  Abatement  of  the  Taxes  of  such  I'ersons  as  had 
not  an  oppertunity  of  applying  in  the  above  Liniitted  time  by 
reason  of  their  being  out  of  the  State  ;  at  which  time  they  ai'e  also 
allowed  and  impowered  to  Abate  tlie  Taxes  of  such  Persons  as 
may  liave  died  Insolvent  before  the  last  Day  of  Novemb(>r 

[oSO.]     The  Town  brought   in  their  ^'otes  for  Seven  Assess- 
ors, and  upon  sorting  tliem  it  appeared  that 
Deacon  .Jonathan  Brown 
(iyles  Harris  Kii([''. 
]M'.  Samuel  Dyer 
Cap".  .b)hii  riiUing 
M'.  ^Villiam  Lowder 
3P.  -lohn  R.  Sigoruey 
>r.  Moses  INIay 
were  chose  Assessors  for  the  Year  ensuing 

On  a  IMotion,  Voted  to  reconsider  the  N'ote  for  tlieclioice  of  Coii- 
>tables  at  12.  (). Clock  Afternoon  l)e  the  time  Assigned  for  lli:it 
|)urpose 

Moved,  that  a  Committee  be  aiipointed  to  examine  the  Collect- 
ors Books  and  make  Report  as  soon  as  may  be  with  res{)ect  to  the 
Sums  they  have  Collected  and  paid  into  the  several  Treasuries  — 
and  the  Question  being  accoialingly  i-it — Fussed  in  the  AlTerma- 
tive  —  also 

Voted,  that  M'.  .Tonatiian  ^lason 
M'.  .John  Sweetser 
Samuel  Barret  Ksq^ 
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be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  and  said  Committee  are 
also  directed  to  make  particular  inquiry  respecting  the  Moneys  re- 
ceived, and  [)aid  into  the  several  Treasuries  by  M'.  Benjamin  Cud- 
worth  a  late  Collector 

Adjourned  to  3.  O. Clock  P:  M: 

[381.]     3.  O  Clock  P:  M:   Met  according  to  Adjournment 
M''.   Isaac  Pierce  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
what  Laud  shall  be  improved  by  the  Town  the  present  Year  for 
the  raising  of  Vegitables  Reported  verbally 

That  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  it  will  be  for  the  Interest  of 
the  Town  again  to  improve  the  Laud  at  West  Boston  for  raising 
Vegitables  and  as  much  more  as  can  be  obtained 

The  Town  having  considered  of  the  foregoing  Report,  it  was 
Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  now  appointed  to  improve  the  Lands 
at  West  Boston  foi'  the  raising  of  Vegitables,  which  were  improved 
for  that  purpose  the  last  Year,  and  so  much  more  Land  as  can  be 
obtained  on  the  same  conditions  with  the  last,  as  the  Committee 
may  Judge  to  be  for  the  interest  ami  benefit  of  the  Town —  and 
that  the  Committee  consist  of  Seven  Persons 
Voted,  that  M^  Samuel  Brick 
M'.  Isaack  Pierce 
M^  Daniel  Bell 
M''.  Benjamiu  Edes 
M''.  William  Iloskins 
M'.  William  Frobisher 
Cap*.  Nathanel  Patten 
be  a  Committee  for  the  pur|iose  aforesaid 

On  a  ^lotion  made  Voted,  that  lliere  be  remitted  out  of  the 
Fine  laid  u*pon  such  Persons  as  shall  be  chose  into  the  OlHce  of 
Constables  the  present  Year  and  declines  serving  the  Sum  of 
Eighty  Pounds 

[383.]  The  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  Votes  for  Twelve 
Constables,  and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared,  that 

Mess''^  John  Bryant  excused 

Sampson   [Read]  not  sworn 

Steplieu  Cook  excused 

Etlward  Wentworth  not  sworn 

Daniel  Parks 
Jonathan   Houghton    -     -  excused 

David  Brewer d". 

Pool  Spear 

Jonah  Knap  -  -  -  excused 
William  Stngpole  -  -  -  -  d'\ 
Benjamin  Brown  Jn'.  -  -  -  d". 
Francis  Biggelow  -  -  -  d". 
were  chosen 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  one  Shilling  on  the  Pound,  be  and 
hureby  is  allowed  to  the  Persons  who  shall  be  chose  Collectors  of 
Taxes  the  Year  ensuing,  for  all  such  Sums  as  they  shall  Collect ; 
provided  they  pay  the  same  into  the  several  Treasuries  within 
four  Months,   and  nine    Pence  on  the  Pound    on    all  such  other 
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Sums  as  IIk-v  >liall  have  so  paid  into  the  Trcasiiry  on  or  Iirt'orL* 
the  second  Monday  in  March  17S1  which  rrcniiuni  as  aliovo 
expressed  ap[>ears  to  1)C  .Just  and  ecpiilalile  and  an  ample  allow- 
ance to  the  Collectors  to  encourage  them  to  discharge  their  Duty 
with  diligence  and  fidelity ;  provided  also  that  each  of  said 
Collectors  give  Bond  with  sullicient  Sureties  to  the  Satisfaction  of 
the  Selectmen  for  the  faithfull  discharge  of  tlieir  duty  in  said 
Otfice  and  Compyling  with  this  Vote 

[Ii8I{.]  The  Committee  api)ointed  to  consider  the  rerjuestof  liie 
Town  Treasurer  and  determin  what  allowances  ought  to  be  made 
for  past  services  l\e|)ort 

That  they  llnd  the  Treasurer,  has  not  l)ecn  paid  for  iiis  Services 
ia  the  year  1775  and  i77<S.  and  for  the  Last  Six  Months  — they 
are  of  ()|)inion  tiiat  eighty  Tounds  was  tlue  to  him  at  the  end 
of  the  Year  177.') — for  his  services  the  preceeding  Year  —  that 
the  allowance  from  the  Town  supposing  Money  had  been  Cood  in 
1778  as  formerly  would  pr()l)ai)ly  have  been  fl.'lO  —  ;ind  if  the 
same  had  l)een  settled  at  the  end  of  that  Year  the  allowance  for 
dei)reciatiou  ought  to  have  been  settled  at  the  same  rate  with  the 
allowances  made  to  other  Otlicers  of  the  Town  but  as  l)y  some 
accident  it  was  not  done,  the  Conniiittee  are  at  a  loss,  and  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Town  how  much  the  Treasurer  ouuht  to 
receive  instead  of  the  Sum  of  two  hundi'cd  and  ten  I'ounds  due 
to  him  for  his  said  Services  1775.  and  1  77'S  —  they  are  of  ()[)inion 
that  he  ought  to  receive  for  his  services  for  Six  ^Months  ending 
the  lirst  day  of  this  Month  —  the  Sum  of  nineteen  hundred  tt  fifty 
Pounds 

.1  LowEi.i,  p  Order 

The  foregoing  Keport  having  been  read  and  considered — the 
Quc^stion  was  put  —  Viz'.  Whether  this  l{e[)ort  shall  be  accepted  — 
Passed  in  the  Affermative 

The  Committee  appointed  "■  to  consider  what  further  piovision 
is  necessary  for  the  Work  House"  —  Report  it  as  their  Opinion, 
that  it  is  expedient  to  open  the  Work  House  under  the  direction 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  —  and  that  the  said  Overseers  be  re- 
quested [.'-584-.]  To  lay  before  the  Town  an  Estimate  of  the  Sum 
necessary  for  the  [niri)OS(\  that  the  Town  may  make  a  Grant  ac- 
conlingly 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  considered,  the 
Question  was  i)ut  \'iz'.  —  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  — 
Passed  in  the  Affermativt; 

On  a  Motion,  V^oted,  that  a  I'etition  be  prefi'rred  l)y  y' .  Town 
to  the  General  Assembl}'  of  the  State  now  setting,  that  some 
effectual  Measures  may  be  taken  for  the  Protecti<Mi  of  the  Sea 
Coasts 

Voted,  that  Ellis  (h-ay  i:s(f. 
-lolni  Lowell  Es(]''. 
Samuel  La'ret  Es(i\ 
be  a  Committee  for  the  i)urpose  afoi-esaid 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  to  reconsider  the  \'ote  passed  relative  to 
raising  Vegitables  so  far,  as  that  the  Seven  Gentelmen  chose  a 
Committee  be  excused  from  serviuix,  and  that  two  be  now  chosen 
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Voted,  that  Cap'.  Job  Prince 
M^  Isaac  Pierce 
be  a  Committee  instead  of  the  seven  chosen  to  carry  tlie  preceed- 
ing  Vote  into  execution 

The  Article  in  the   Warrant.  Viz',  to  consider  what  is  necessary 
to   be  done  to  accomodate   the   Youth  of  the  South  part  of  the 
Town  with  a  School  House  was  read  and  Considered,  whereupon 
Voted,  that  Col".  Josiah  Waters 
Deacon  John  Preston 
[385.]  M"'.  Joseph  Barrel 

M^  Ebenezer  Dorr 
Deacon  Samuel  Dyer 
be  a  Committee  to  consider  furtlier  on  this  Matter  and  Request  as 
soon  as  may  be 

The  Committee  to  draught  a  Petition  to  the  General  Assembly 
relative  to  the  Protection  of  the  Sea  Coast  —  Reported  a  draught, 
and  after  some  debate  a  Motion  was  made  and  carried,  that  the 
Report  be  recomitted 

\^oted,  that  this  Meeting  be  Adiourned  to  Fryday  next  3. 
O. Clock  P:  M 


Tuesday  March  24  :  P:  'M:    Met  according  to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  a|ipointed  to  consider  what  steps  it  is  necessary 
for  the  Town  to  take  relative  to  the  Manure  in  tlie  Stieets  — Re- 
ported that  it  would  be  for  the  Advantage  of  the  Town,  to  ap- 
point a  Committee  to  imploy  Persons  to  rake  up  and  collect  all  the 
Manure  aud  that  said  Committee  be  directed  to  dispose  of  it  to 
the  best  advantage  keeping  an  account  of  all  the  Charges  arising, 
aud  to  account  with  the  Selectmen  for  the  same  on  or  before  the 
last  of  March  1781,  giving  the  preferrence  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Town  in  the  disposal  thereof 

Tlie  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  considered,  the 
Question  was  put  Viz'. — Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  — 
Passed  in  the  Negative 

Tlie  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  necessary  to  be 
done  for  accomodation  of  the  Youth  of  the  South  part  of  the 
Town  with  a  School  house  —  Reported,  and  the  same  having  been 
read,  after  some  debate  it  was 

[3SG.]     \'oted,  that  said  Report  be  Recommitted 

The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  wlio  were  directed  to  Report  what 
Sum  would  be  necessary  for  the  Work  House,  Reported  as  their 
Opinion  that  a  Sum  not  less  than  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  would 
be  Necessary  to  carry  the  design  into  effect 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  considered,  it  was  Voted, 
that  the  same  be  accepted,  and  that  the  Sum  of  Twenty  Thousand 
I'ouuds  mentioned  in  said  Report  be  raised  by  a  Tax  upon  Polls 
aud  Estates  witiiin  this  Town,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

AP.  Bigelow,  M''.  Cook,  M"".  Stagiioole  —  Col°.  Brewer,  M''. 
Kiia|),  M''.  Houghton.  M'.  Bryant  —  M''.  Brown,  all  of  whom  had 
been  chose  Constal)les  for  the  Year  ensuing,  having  desired 
the  Town  to    excuse    them    from    serving   in  that   Ollice  for  rea- 
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sons    by    tlu'iii    rrspfctively   otTt-rfd  —  tlu-y    weiX'.    each    uf    llieiu 
excused  by  the  Town 

The  Coininittee  ai)i)oiute(l  to  exiuniiu;  into  the  State  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  severall  Collectors  of  Taxes,  have  attended  that 
service  and  Report  as  follows 

That    on  examining  M'.   Simmers  Accotmts  find    that    hv    has 
paid  into  the  several  Treasuries  the  five  lirst  Taxes  committed  to 
him  to  Collect  amounting  to     -     -     .£'4.");5;3;>  -  I  -  7 
For  which  he  has  their  Receipts 
Out  of  wiiich  there  should  be  to  his  C. 
for  Al)atements    ------    l'lS-_>7   11    10 

for  Commissions       -     -  -     -      211111      c 


£1272     :i      1 
bro'.  o\-er 
[iiST.]      Sin(M>  which  he  has  i)aid  on  GTax  \ 
which  was  €l()o:>;;  i  i     --------  ( 

On   which  the  Commissions,  to  be  allowed 
him    is    the     balance    thereof    due    to  all    the  ( 
Treasuries  and  on  the  6"'.  Tax  only  will  be    -  ] 

fl ()().-,;;  M  _ 
Thai  there  Ap]H'ars  to  l»e  outstanding 

by  his  l)0(jks  on  the  lirst  live  Tax's    i'lol.")  2  — 

On  the  G  '•  Tax      ----- 12121  4  8 


f4272 

9 

4 

2i:i:).s 

1 : ; 

s 

1227 

bs 

8 

H'.l'.'l 

12 

4 

fi;;5t;i(;    g    8  of 

which  it  appears  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Committee  that  there 
are  several  very  considerable  Sums  which  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  collect  on  Account  of  i)eculiar  circumstances  attending  them  — 
On  examiiuition  of  AF.  Thompsons  Account  it  appears  that  the 
Severel  Taxes  committed  to  him  to  Collect  being  the  a"'.  &  (J"'. 
onlv  amounted  to----------  .t'G")8')2   1 .")  5 


( )f  which  he  has  paid  into  the  Sev- 
eral Treasuries  the  Sum  of  -     -         f.")()S,'i2    1."!   4 

The  Commissions  on  which  are  -  2.Vl()    12    1 

there  remains  a  ballancc  due  \ 
from  him       ------  | 


124.V.t 


(■)  - 


£'GoS52  ];;  1 

To  pay  which  IJalance  there  are  in  1  )i'lits  outstai.d- 

ing"tiie  Snm  of  -     - f'.i;'.r,»      U   i! 

In  which  M'.  Thompson  has  rec''.  within  a  few    ) 

Days    -     -     - \  :]'i 

And  a  Receipt  of  the  Assessors  for    -----  ;;;'):)   in  - 

Among  the  Debts  there  are  four  onlv  amount",  in  the  wliolf  to  the 
sum  of  £4704  —  which  he  has  not  been  able  to  Collect 

On  examination  of  M'.  Shaws  Acco'.  that  he  stands  iniU'bted  to 
the  State  onlv  the  Sum  of  £.')22.")   7  2 

[388.]     Has  in  outstanding  debts  £11 4.S1   ;»  — 
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On  examining  M^  Torreys  Acco'.  it  appears  ibat 

there  is  due  to  tlie  State  Treasurer  -     -     -     -  £10131   6   11 

To  tlie  Town  Treasurer 3055 


13186  6  11 


That  there  is  due  to  him  say  for 

Commissions £3761    

Abatements  -------        474      2       6 


4235      2      6 
Ballance  due  from  him      -     -     -     8951       4      5 


15186     6  11 
To  pay  wliich  Ballance  tht're  are  in  outstanding 

Debts  the  sum  of     -     - 14371   18     1 

of  which   there  are  several  Sums   that  M^  Torrey  cannot  Collect 
on  Account  of  particular  Circumstances 

Tiie  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  Votes  for  Four  Collectors  of 
Taxes  and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared  that 
Francis  Shaw  Esq''. 
M''.  Benjamin  Sumner  Ju'". 
M"'.  John  Torrey 
M"".  James  Thompson 
were  chose  Collectors  for  the  year 

The  Committee  to  draught  a  Petition  to  the  General  Court,  Re- 
ported verbally,   that  the}'  had   received    such  information  as   in 
their  opinion  makes  a  Petition  to  be  now  needless 
Which  Report  being  i)ut 
Passed  in  llie  Affermative 

[3Si).]  Adjourned  to  Tuesday  the  4*.  Dav  of  April  next  3. 
O:  Clock  P:  M: 

Tuesday  April  4"'.  —  1780  —  3.  O:  Clock  P:  M:  met  according 
to  Adjournment 

Deacon  Tudor  in  the  Chair. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz*.  "•  To  consider  whether  any 
thing  can  be  done  for  the  Relief  of  the  Inhabitants  greatly  dis- 
tressed by  the  Exorbitant  Prices  of  the  Necessaries  of  Life  "  — 
was  read,  and  after  some  consideration  had  thereon,  it  was  moved 
that  the  further  consideration  of  this  Article  be  referred  over  to 
the  next  Town  Meeting  —  and  the  Question  being  accordingly 
put  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

M''.  William  Brick  having  in  writing  requested  that  be  might  be 
excused  from  serving  as  a  Warden  into  which  Office  he  had  been 
chosen  —  he  was  accordingly  excused  by  the  Town 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  Votes  for  a  Warden  in  the 
room  of  M'.  Brick,  and  the  same  being  Sorted  it  api)eared  that 

M''.  Bossinger  Foster 
was  chosen  a  Warden  for  the  ensuing  Year 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Accounts  of  M^  Ben- 
jamin Cudworth  a  late  Collector  of  Taxes  have  attended  that 
Si-rvice  and   bpg  leave  to  Report 
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That  it  ;n)i)i'ars    that    the    suiii    conunitti-d    to    him    to    CoUect 
Ainomits  In   tiie  Assfssor-,  Hooks  to  i'2."3l."52.7.7 

[iil)0.]     That  111.'  has  pai^l   into   the   several   Tfeasuries  as  by 
his  Receipts  for  tlie  same    t'l  77t)(i.i;).4 
Thtit  the  Abatements  Amcnmt 

to X'lOGO  6  2 

His  Connnissions  to       -     -        lOUO 

20 Go  k;  2 

:):){):,    7  i 


Tiiat  the  IjaUanee  dne  from  him  ( 
will  therefore  Amount  to  ( 


.€23.i;;2.7.7 
To  pay  which  ballance  of  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  livi' 
I'ouuds  seven  Shillings  and  one  penny,  lie  has  in  out  standinu; 
Debts,  about  One  thousand  one  hundred  Pounds,  a  very  incon- 
siderable part  of  which  only  thei'e  is  in  the  ()|»inioii  of  the  Com- 
mittee any  the  least  probability  of  his  ever  Collcctino- 

V'oted  that  the  consideration  of  School  Masters  Salaries  and 
Grants  be  referred  over  to  .May  Meetinsj 

On  a  ^Motion  made  —  \'ot('d.  that   a  Committee  be   now  chosen 
to  take  into  consideration  and    He[)ort   as   soon   as   imiy  be  what 
they  shall  Judge  to  be  adequate  (i rants  to  the  Schoolmasters 
Voted, \hat  Ellis  Gray  Esq^ 

Sanuiel  liarret  Esq"^. 
Ebenezer  Storer  Es(f . 
Nathan'.  Applet(m  Es(f . 
be  a  Committee  for  the  pur[)Ose  afon-said 

It  not  appearing  to  this  Town  that    by    a  Certificate  [301.] 
Erom  a  Justice  that  any  of  the  Constables  chose  at  this  jMet'ting 
had  been  sworn  into  that  Oflice  witliin  the  time  prescribed  by  Law, 
though    Notifications  ha<l    been    issued    for  that   purpose;   by  the 
Tow'U  Clerk  —  The   InhaV)iiants  were  therefore  directed  to  with- 
draw and  bring  in  tiieir  Votes  for  twelve  Constables,  and  the  same 
having  been  brought  in  and  sorted  it  appeared,  that  the  following 
Persons  were  chose  Constables  for  the  Year  ensuing —  \'iz'. 
Mess".  P>enjamin  Edcs 
Adam  Colson 
.lohn  KuUerton 
Thomas  Green 
Kobert  Wyer 
John  Kennedy 
Pool  Spear 
John  Je])son 
Ilejny  Davidson 
Daniel  Parks 
Penjamin  Iloraans 
]>enjamin  White  excused 

The  Connnittee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  necessary  to  be 
done  for  the  acconunodation  of  the  youth  of  the  South  i)ai1  of  the 
Town  with  a  School  House  —  Reported  verltally  —  Tliat  upon 
ensjuirey  they  had  found  that  the  Widow  Holljrook  had  a  Room 
whieh  wotdd   accomodate  about   Seventy  or  Eightv  Scholars,   and 
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that  they  were  of  Opinion  that  if  this  Room  could  be  obtained  it 
would  be  best  to  hire  it  for  a  School 

Voted,  that  tliis  Report  be  accepted,  and  that  the  Selectmen  be 
directed  to  agree  with  M".  Hoi  brook  for  said  Room  as  they  shall 
Judge  for  the  Interest  of  the  Town 

[39*-^.]  The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  "To  consider  what 
is  further  necessary  to  be  done  relative  to  supplying  the  Families 
of  such  Non  Commissioned  Otlicers,  and  Soldiers  as  have  engaged 
in  the  Continental  Service,  conformable  to  a  late  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court —  was  read  and  considered,  whereupon  it  was  moved 
and  Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  this  matter 
into  consideration  and  Report  at  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting 
—  Also 

\'oted,  that  M''.  John  Sweetser 

M'.  Jonathan  Mason 
Jonathan  Williams  Ksq'". 
be  a  Committee  for  the  ^nirpose  aforesaid 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  next  being  the  eleventh  Day  of  April 
Inst' :  3.  O. Clock  Afteinoon 

Tuesday  the  Eleventh  Day  of  April  3.  (). Clock  in  the  After- 
noon, Met  according  to  Adjournment 

Deacon  Tudor  in  the  Chair 

The  Committee  relative  to  supplying  the  Families  of  such  Non 
Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers,  as  have  engaged  in  the  Con- 
tinental Service,  and  now  reside  in  this  Town,  not  being  able  to 
Report,  one  of  the  Connnittee  informed  that  the  Hon*''*'.  Thomas 
Cushing  Esq',  can  put  the  Town  into  the  method  of  drawing  fur- 
ther Provisions 

Tlie  consideration  of  the  Article  in  the  Warrant  relative  to 
the  above  mentioned  Families,  was  again  brought  on  and  after 
some  del)ate,  it  was  moved  and 

[31)3.]  Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Twenty  Tliousaud  Pounds  be 
raised  by  a  Tax  upon  Polls  and  Estates  within  this  Town  to  be 
carried  into  the  Treasury,  and  appropriated  for  the  supply  of  the 
Families  of  the  Non  Commissioned  Oflicers  and  Soldiers  of  the 
Continental  Army,  who  reside  in  this  Town,  the. same  to  be  paid 
out  by  the  Town  Treasurer,  unto  Cap*.  John  Simkins  the  Com- 
missary as  there  may  be  occasion,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the 
same 

M^  Sampson  Read  chosen  one  of  the  Constables  for  the  present 
year,  not  having  given  in  a  Certificate  of  his  being  sworn  before  at 
the  last  Adjournment,  another  was  then  chosen  in  his  Room  ;  not- 
withstanding wiiich  the  said  Read  appeared  this  afternoon  in 
Meeting  and  produced  a  Certificate  from  M'.  Justice  Avery  that 
he  had  adniinistred  to  him  the  ()ath  of  a  Constable,  but  he  was 
acquainted  by  the  Moderator,  that  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Town, 
that  he  could  not  be  considered  as  a  legal  Constable 

Voted  that  all  Matters  and  things,  which  remain,  unfinished  at 
tliis  Meeting  be  referred  over  to  the  General  Town  Meeting  in  May 
Next  then  to  be  considered,  and  acted  upon 

Voted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town  be  and  hereby  aie  given  to 
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John  Tudor  Kscj'.  ModeniUjr  Pro.  Teiu".  for  his  good  Survicies  in 
dispatcliing  tlie  Buissiness  of  the  Meeting 
Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved 


[394.]  At  a  legal  Meeting  of  th(,'  Male  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  IJostou  l)eing  twenty  one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  at 
Faneuil  Ilall  on  Weduestlay  the  o  Day  of  May  Anno  Domini  ilHO 
—  10.  O.Cloek  Forenoon 

Tiie  Meeting  was  opened  willi  Prayer  I ly  the  Kev'.  D'.  C'oijper 

Warrant  for  calling  the  .Meeting  read 

The  Inhaliitants  were  directed  ijy  the  Seh'ctinen  to  withdraw  and 
bring  in  their  \'()tes  for  a  IModerator  of  that  Meeting,  and  tlie  same 
having  l)een  brought  in  and  sorted  it  a[)peared  tiiat 

The  Hon'"'''.  Samuel  Adams  Escf .  was  chosen 

The  Address  of  tlie  Convention  for  framing  a  new  Constitution 
of  Government  for  tlie  State  of  3Iassachusetts  Pay  to  tlieir  Con- 
stituents ;  togetlier  with  a  Constitution  or  Fr<im  of  (rovcrment. 
agreed  upon  by  the  Dclmjatcs  of  the  Peo[)le  of  this  State  in  Co/t- 
vention  begun  and  held  at  Cambridge  on  the  lirst  of  Sei)teml)ei' 
1779  and  submitted  to  the  Revision  of  their  Constituents  —  were 
distinctly  read  to  tlie  Inhabitants  l)y  the  .Moderator  excepting  the 
Chuise  relative  to  Oatlis  c^c.  wiiich  was  omittetl,  in  conseipience  of 
a  Motion  for  that  purpose 

On  a  Motion.  \'ote(l,  that  the  Resolves  of  the  Convention  passed 
tiie  second  of  INIay  1780  as  in  Page  .").")  [39.">.]  Shall  be  the  first 
matter  to  be  taken  into  consideration  and  acted  upon  at  the 
Adjournment 

It  was  moved  and  \'oled,  tliat  the  Town  (lerk  signify  to  the 
Delagates  who  Represent  this  Town  in  the  Convention  :  tliat  their 
attendance  is  requested  during  tliis  fleeting 

Adjourned  to  o.  O'Clock  in  the  Afternoon 

3.  O'clock  afternoon  met  according  to  Adjournment 

The  Article  in  the  (»"'.  Clia[)ter  relative  to  Oaths  anil  Subscrip- 
tions was  read 

The  Resolve  of  the  Convention  passed  the  Second  ^larch  17^0 
as  Page  oo  —  was  again  read,  and  after  debate  had  thereon  it  was 
moved  and  ^'oted.  that  the  further  considei-ation  of  this  ]\I utter  be 
liostpoiu'd  untill  it  is  determined  ti^  wliat  Place  this  Meeting  shall 
be  Adjourned 

On  a  ^Motion  Noted,  that  a  Committee  be  now  ajipointed  to  i)ro- 
vide  a  place  for  the  Town  to  Meet  at,  when  the  fleeting  shall  l)e 
Adjourned 

A'oted.  that  M'.  Jeri'uiiah  Px-lknap 

Nathaniel  A|)[)leton  Ks([''. 
Thomas  Daws  Es(i'. 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

[3i)<».]  Moved  and  \'oted,  that  the  preeeeding  ^'ote  foi-  tak- 
ing up  the  Resolves  of  the  Convention  in  the  lirst  place  be  recon- 
sidei'ed,  and  that  the  Article  relative  to  Oaths  and  Sul)scriptions 
be  now  considered 
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The  Towu  however  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  Fram 
of  Govermeot  as  Page  15  —  and  after  debate  had  thereon  a 
Motion  was  made,  and  passed,  that  when  this  Meeting  shall  be 
Adjourned,  it  shall  be  to  the  old  Brick  Meeting  house  the  Place 
provided  for  the  Towu  by  the  Connnittee  chosen  in  the  Forenoon 

It  was  then  moved,  and  Voted,  that  the  2''.  Chapter  relative  to 
the  Executive  Power  Section  the  tirst  —  be  now  taken  up,  a  former 
Vote,  notwithstanding 

The  forementioued  Article,  having  been  some  time  under  con- 
sideration it  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  this  Meeting  be  Ad- 
journed, to  to  Morrow  Afternoon.  3  (J. Clock,  then  to  Meet  at  the 
old  Brick  Meeting  House 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Thursday  the  4*\  day  of  May  1780.  3.  O. Clock  P:  M:  Met  Ac- 
cording to  Adjournment 

The  Tow^n  having  Voted  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Fram  of  Goverment  Paragraph  by  Paragraph 

[397.]  The  consideration  of  the  first  Chapter  the  Legislative. 
Power ^  Section  1".  The  General  Court  Page  1.5  was  taken  up  Arti- 
cle by  Article  and  the  whole  of  said  Section  accepted,  Nem.  Con*^. 

The  consideration  of  Section  2'K  Page  18  —  Senate  —  was  taken 
ui)  Article  by  Article,  and  after  considerable  Debate  was  accepted 
Nem:  Con'':  excepting  the  3''  Article,  to  which  there  was  one  Dis- 
sentient 

The  consideration  of  Section  3''.  Page  24  — House  of  Represent- 
atives was  taken  up  Article  by  Article,  &  the  whole  Accepted 
Nem".  Con 

The  consideration  of  the  2''.  Chapter  Viz'.  Executive  Power,  Sec- 
tion 3''.  Page  27 —  Governor  was  taken  up  Article  by  Article,  and 
the  whole  of  said  Section  accepted  by  the  Town  Nem'\  Con. 

The  consideration  of  the  2''.  Section  Page  35  —  Lieutenant  Goc- 
er)ior,  was  taken  up  Article  by  Article,  and  the  whole  of  said 
Section  passed  —  Nem  Con". 

The  consideration  of  the  3'^  Section  Page  36  —  Viz'.  Council 
and  the  Manner  of  settling  Elections  by  the  Legislature  was 
taken  up,  Article  by  Article  —  and  the  whole  of  said  Section 
l)assed  Nem  Con"'. 

The  consideration  of  the  4*  Section  Page  38  —  Viz'.  —  Secre- 
tar;/,  Treasurer,  Commissary  &c  was  taken  up  Article  by  Article, 
and  the  whole  of  said  Section  passed  Nem^  Con''.  — also 

[398.]  Voted,  that  it  be  and  hereby  is  Recommended  to  the 
Delagates  who  Represent  tliis  Town  in  the  Convention,  that  a 
Clause  be  inserted  under  the  foregoing  Section  for  limiting  the 
Time  of  Service  of  the  Commissary  General,  in  like  manner  as  the 
Time  of  Service  of  the  Treasurer  &  Receiver  General  has  been 
Limited 

The  consideration  of  the  3''.  Chapter  —  Viz'.  Judiciary  Poiver 
as  Page  39  —  was  taken  up  Article  by  Article  —  and  the  whole  of 
the  Chapter  accepted  N  C 

The  consideration  of  the  4"'.  Cha[)ter  Viz'.  Page  40  —  Viz'. 
Delagates  to  Congress,  was  taken  u^)  and  accepted  Nem".  Con''. 
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Tlie  consideration  of  tiio  a'-'  Chapter  Page  41  —  \"\z.'.  —  'Die  Tni- 
versity  at  C'anil)ridge,  ami  Kncomagenient  of  Literature  ^ic  Seotimi 
tlie  1'.  was  taken  up  Article  by  Article,  and  tlie  whole  of  said 
Section  Accepted  Neni  Con 

The  consideration  of  the  '2'^  Section  in  C'linpler  5  Page  4."5  \\/\ 
—  The  enconragenimt  of  Literature  was  ttiken  u[>,  and  accn-pted 
Nem'\  Cont''. 

The  consideration  of  the  (i"'.  C'ha[)ti'r  Page  11  —  W/.^  Oaths 
and  Subscriptions,  Inconipataljility  of  and  exclusion  from  Ollices  ; 
Pecuniary  C^ualilicalions  ;  of  Laws.  Connnissions,  Writes  ;  Con- 
firmations of  Laws;  Habeas  Cor[)us ;  The  Enacting  Continuance 
of  Ollicers  1  Prtn-isiou  foi-  a  Futui-e  Pevisal  of  the  ConslitutiiMi 
SiC  —  was  taken  up  Article  by  Article  and  all  accepted  N.  C  sav- 
ing the  7"^.  Article  Page  49  —  relative  to  the  [31>i).]  AViite  of 
Habeas  Corpus,  and  upon  a  ^Motion 

\'oted  that  .John  Lowell  Esff . 
Ellis  Gray  Esff. 
Nath''.  Ap[»let(Mi  Es(|^ 
l)e  a  Committee  to  consider  the  same  and  Ivei)ort  at   the  Adjourn- 
ment 

On  a  Motion  \'oted,  that  the  consideration  of  the  Preamljle  to 
the  Declaration  of  Rights,  be  posti)oned  and  that  the  ;>''.  Article 
in  said  Declarating  Preaml)le  thereto  excepted  shall  be  the  last 
Article  to  be  acted  upon  at  this  INIeeting  —  also 

\'oted,  that  the  Di'claration  of  Rights  be  now  considered 

The  Several  Articles  in  the  Declaration  of  Rights  excepting  as 
aforesaid  was  Accordingly  taken  up  and  being  duly  considered, 
w'ere  exce[)ted,  Article  by  Article  Neni  Con  Saving  the  KJ  Article, 
and  ou  a  Motion  >Lule 

Voted,  that  John  Lowell  Esq^ 
Ellis  Cii'ay  Es(j'. 
Nath'.  Appleton  Escj''. 
l)e  a  Committee  to  consider  the  pro[)rietv  of  Adding  a  Clause  to 
said  Article  for  Securing  freedom  of  Sj)eacli 

]Moved  and  Voted,  that  when  this  Meeting  is  Adjourned  it  shall 
be  to  Monday  Morning  9  O. Clock 

[400.]  On  a  Motion  made  \'oted  that  it  be  recommended  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  to  attend  the  Town  Meeting  at  the 
Adjournment  next  Monday  ]Mt)rning  9.  O. Clock,  and  as  matters 
of  the  greatest  consecjuence,  respecting  the  Establishment  of  a 
Constitution  of  Civil  Goverment  for  this  State,  Will  then  be 
Acted  upon,  it  is  most  earuesth'  recommended  that  all  IJuissiness 
be  suspended  l)y  the  shutting  up  of  Stores,  Shops  i!^c  that  there 
may  be  a  full  .\ttendanci'.  and  it  is  further 

Voted,  that  the  3Iiuisters  of  the  (T<)S])el  be  requested  to  remind 
their  respective  Congregations  the  next  Lords  day,  of  this  Adjouin- 
ment,  and  of  the  importance  of  universally  withdrawing  them 
selves  for  a  few  hours  fiom  their  ordinary  Engagements,  and 
devoting  their  Attention  to  a  Matter  so  deeply  interesting  to 
themselves  and  their  Posterity 

Voted,  that  a  Copy  of  this  Vote  be  sent  to  the  Ministers  of 
every  Denomination 

Then  the  Meeting  was  Adjourned  to  next  ]\L)n<lav  '■>.  (>. Clock 
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Monday  the  -s'".  Day  of  May.  9.  O. Clock  Forenoon  —  Met 
according  to  Adjournment 

The  left  Quarter  of  the  upper  Galary  was  Assigned  b}'  the 
IModerator  for  Strangers,  and  Persons  under  twenty  One  years 
of  Age 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that  twelve  Persons  be  appointed 
Monitors  and  Cap'.  Newell 

[4:01.]  Col^  Procter 

Cap'.  Park  man 

James  Brewer 

John  Lowel 

J(jhn  Lucas 

John  11.  Sigorney 

Cap*.  John  Sinipkins 

Adam  Colsou 

D'.  Nath'.  Noyes 

M'.  Conent 

Cap*.  Stanton 
were  accordingly  chosen 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Consider  and  Report  relative  to  the 
Seventh  and  Sixteenth  Articles,  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  Report  — 
That  instead  of  the  16'^^.  Article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  The  same 
should  Stand  as  follows  —  Viz'.  The  Liberty  of  Speach  and  of  the 
Press  with  respect  to  ])ublick  men  and  their  Publick  Conduct  and 
Publick  Measures,  is  essential  to  the  Security  of  Freedom  in  a 
State  and  shall  not  therefore  be  restrained  in  their  Common 
AVealth  " 

That  instead  of  the  7"^  Article  of  the  6"^.  Chapter  it  should 
Stand  as  follows  —  Viz'.  —  "The  Priviledge  &  Benefit  ol  the 
"Write  of  Habeas  Corpus  shall  be  enjoyed  in  this  Common 
Wealth,  in  the  most  free,  easey,  cheap,  expeditious  and  ample 
manner  —  and  shall  not  he  suspended  except  in  time  of  War, 
Invasion  or  a  Time  of  Rebellion  declared  by  the  Legislature  to 
exist,  nor  for  a  longer  Time  than  Six  Months 

[40'^.]     The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  considered 

—  the  Question  was   put.  "N'iz'.   "Whether  the  Same,  shall  be  ac- 
cepted — -I'assed  in  the  Affermative  Nem*^.  Con*^.  —  It  was  Also 

Voted,  Nem*^^.  Cou*^.  That  the  Delegates  who  Represent  this 
Town  in  the  Convention  be  and  hereby  are  Instructed  to  move  to 
the  Convention  at  their  Next  Meeting  that  these  alterations  may 
be  come  into 

The  Article  the  7.  relative  to  the  ExecJuesive  Power  as  Page  31. 
being  under  consideration  it  was  moved  &  Voted, 

That  the  Delegates  who  Represent  this  Town  in  Convention  be 
and  hereby  are  Instructed  to  Move  to  the  Convention  that  the 
following  Clauses  may  be  Added  to  the  said  7"'.  Article  Viz'. — 
Or  for  the  Defence  of  a  Neighbouring  State  invaded  or 
threatend  with  immediate  Invasion,  and  their  Power  to  be  granted 
only  in  the  Recess  of  the  General  Court 

The  Several  Articles  in  the  Constitution  or  Fram  of  Goverment 

—  agreed  on  by  the  Convention  and  by  them  proposed  to  the  people 
for  their  Approbation,   rejection    or  Amendment  (except  the  S'^. 
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Article  in  tlie  Bill  of  Rights  Jiiul  the  2''.  Article  of  the  1'.  Ch:ii>ter 
relative  to  the  Mode  of  Electing  Seniitors)  luiving  been  consid- 
ered, paragraph  by  Paragraph  and  acci-pted,  as  the  several  Arti- 
cles stand  amended,  Article  by  Article  —  The  whole  was  put,  when 
it  was  unanimously  Voted,  to  accept  the  Same;  the  Meeting  then 
consisting  of  Eight  Hundred  i^  Eighty  Seven  Voters 
.  [403.]  The  2''.  Article  of  tliel'.  Chapter  relative  to  the  Mode 
of  Electing  Senators  —  was  then  put — when  it  appeared  tliat 
Eight  hundred  lughty  Six  were  for  acc('[)ting  the  said  Article  and 
but  one  who  was  for  rejecting  it 

A  Motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  iireceeding  Vote  —  hut  the 
.Mot?ion  did  not  ol)tain 

It  was  moved  and  Voted  that  the  consideration  of  the  3''.  Articl" 
in  the  Declaration  of   Rights,  be  referred  to  o.  OClock  Afternoon 

Adjourned  to  -5.  O. Clock  in  the  Afternoon 

3  O. Clock  P:  yi:  'Slot  according  to  Adjournmont 
The  .">''.  Article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  again  taken  into  con- 
sideration, and  the  debates  continuing  till  it  was  dark  —  it  was 
moved,  that  the  JMeeting  l)e  Adjourned  to  to  JNIorrow  [Morning  !». 
OClock  in  the  Forenoon  and  that  the  consideration  of  said  Article 
be  then  taken  up.  Paragraph  by  Paragraph 
And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Tuesday  ^lay  9"\  — '.).  0. Clock  lM)renoon — ]\Iet  according  to 
Adjournment 

Moved  that  the  Consideration  of  the  .'V.  Article  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  Rights,  be  taken  up  at  large  and  that  the  Vote  of  the  last 
Evening  for  considering  the  Same  Paragra|)h  by  Paragraph  lie 
now  reconsidered — unci  the  Question  being  accordingly  [)Ut  — 
Passed  in  the  Affermative 

[404.]  The  foregoing  Article  having  been  debated  at  large 
it  was  .Moved  and  \'oted,  that  the  same  be  now  taken  up  Para- 
graph by  Paragraph 

The  Article  being  again  considercMl  in  distinct  Paiagrai)hs,  after 
by  tlebates  it  was  moved,  and   \'oted.  that  the   further  considera- 
tion of  this  whole  Article   lie  referred  to  a  Committee  to  Report 
such  alterations  as  they  may  Judge  most  convenient  to  the  Sense 
of  the  Town  as  discovered  in  the  i)resent  debate 
Voted,  that  John  Lowell  Esq'. 
Rev".  :\r.  Sillman 
Rev"'.  Doct'.  Cooper 
Ellis  Cray  Es(|''. 
Perez.  Morton  Es(J^ 
be  a  Counnittee  for  the  pur[)ose  aforesaid 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday  next  i).  O. Clock  Forenoon 

Wednesday  May  10"'.  '.•.  O. Clock  Forenoon  —  .Met  according  to 
.Uljournment 

VUe  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the 
third  Article   in  the   Declaration  of    Rights — Rt'iioitcd   the  same 
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with  such  alterations  as  they  Judged  most  consonant  to  the  .Sense 
of  the  Town  and  is  as  follows  —  Viz'. 

As  the  Happiness  of  a  People  and  the  Good  Order ;  and 
[JrO.l.]  Preservation  of  civil  Goverment  essentially  depends  upon 
Piety,  religion  and  morality  ;  and  as  these  cannot  be  geneially 
deffused  through  a  Community,  but  by  the  Publick  Worship  of 
God,  and  Publick  Insti'uctions  in  Piety  religion  and  morality. 
Therefore  to  promote  their  happiness  and  to  secure  the  good  order 
and  preservation  of  their  GTOverment  the  People  of  this  Coinmon- 
wenlth  have  a  right  to  invest  their  Legislative  with  Power;  to 
Authorize  and  require  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth 
to  make  provision  at  their  own  expence  for  the  Publick  Worshij) 
of  God  and  for  the  support  and  maintainance  of  Publick  Protest- 
ant teachers  of  Piety,  Keligion  and  Morality  who  have  not  made 
such  [)rovision  voluntary,  or  who  have  not  made  voluntary  pro- 
vision for  some  other  Publick  religious  Teacher  or  for  the  support 
of  some  other  Publick  Worship  within  their  commonwealth  —  And 
the  several  Towns  Parishes  Precincts  and  otlier  Bodies  politick  or 
religious  societies  shall  at  all  times  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
electing  their  Publick  teachers  and  of  contracting  with  them  for 
their  support  and  maintainance  ;  provided  nevertheless  that  the 
minority  of  such  Towns,  Parishes  Precincts  and  other  Bodies 
Politick  or  religions  Societies  shall  not  be  bound  by  the  voice  of 
the  Majority  in  their  electing  their  Publick  Teachers  or  con- 
tracting with  them  for  their  support,  but  sucli  Minority  may  if 
they  see  fit  elect  some  other  publick  religious  Teacher  and  Suppoi't 
him  And  all  IMonies  Assessed  upon  the  Subject  for  the  support 
[4:06.]  Of  Publick  Worship  and  of  Publick  religious  Teachers 
sliall  if  he  requires  it  be  uniformely  Applied  to  the  support  of  the 
Publick  Worship  wdiich  he  may  chuse  to  support:  provided  how- 
ever that  such  Teachers  shall  bona  "  fide  receive  the  same  to  his 
own  Use  Otherwise  such  sum  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
the  Poor  of  any  Parish  or  religious  society  tiiat  such  Subject  shall 
chuse  if  he  makes  his  P^lection  within  twelve  ^Months,  and  if  not 
it  shall  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  Poor  of  the  Parish  or  Pre- 
cinct in  which  said  Moneys  were  raised.  And  all  Religious  Sects 
and  Denominations  Wliatsoever,  demeaning  themselves  Peaceably 
and  as  good  Subjects  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  equally  under 
the  Protection  of  Law  —  And  no  Subordination  of  any  one 
Sect  or  denomination  to  another  shall  ever  be  established  by 
Law 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read,  it  was  moved,  and 
Voted  that  a  Question  previous  to  the  Report,  being  Acted  upon. 
Viz'.  Whether  there  shall  be  anything  further  Added  to  the  2'^. 
Article  in  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  which  relates  to  Religion  — 
And  the  (Question  being  accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the  Afferraa- 
tive,  by  a  great  Majority 

The  said  Report  being  again  taken  up  Paragraph  by  Paragraph  — 
and  amended  the  same  was  Accepted  by  the  Town 

It  was  moved  and  Voted  that  when  this  INIeeting  shall  be 
Adjourned  it  be  to  4.  0. Clock  P:  M: 

[4()7.]     Gloved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  an 
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Ai'ticlii  ill  addition  to  the  Article  in  the  Vo  Pmlic  — hut  tiie   IM'itioii 
was  withdrawn 

Atljonrned  to  1:    (). Clock  I':  .M: 

4:  O:  Clock  :  1*:  M:     .Mi't  according  to  Adjunninient 

It  was  moved  and  carried  tliat  the  foregoing  Clanses  be  ad(U'd 
to  the  Report  of  the  Conunittee  on  the  .'>''  Article  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  Rights  Wz'.  — "  The  foregoing  iiowever  is  not  to  l)e  so 
construed  as  to  Nullify  oi-  infring  any  express  voluntury  Contract 
tliat  hatii  been  entered  into  lietween  any  reison  or  Persons,  or 
any  Town  Parish,  Precinct  or  Body  of  ^len  on  the  one  Part  and 
any  Teacher  or  Minister  of  Religion  on  the  other 

The  afoiegoing  Rei)ort  of  the  Conunittee  of  the  Conimittee  on 
the  o''.  Article,  which  iiad  lieen  accepted  paragraph  l)y  paragraph  — 
was  put  in  the  whole  as  amended  —  when  it  ap|)eared  that  Four 
hundred  aiul  twenty  were  for  accepting  the  Report — aiul  (jiie 
hundred  ami  Forty  aga.inst  Receiving  it 

A  [Motion  was  then  made  that  if  the  amendments  proposed  b}' 
the  Town  cannot  be  obtained  by  their  Delagates,  that  they  then 
shall  be  and  hereby  arc  Instructed  to  ^'ote  for  the  o''.  Article  in 
the  Declaration  of  Rights,  as  it  stands  in  tlu;  Form  laid  before 
the  Peoi)le — rather  than  the  Article,  should  be  lost  at  tlu;  next 
Meeting  of  the  [-i-OS.]  Convention  —  And  the  (Question  Iteing 
put  —  it  a|)|)eared  tiiat  two  hundred  and  seventy  seven  were  in 
faviour  of  the  Motion,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  against  it 

On  a  Motion,  V^>ted,  to   appoint  a  Committee   to  draw   up  the 
reasons    for  the    proi)osed    Alterations  in    some    Articles   of    the 
F^-aine    of    a   Constitution    presented   by  the   Convcuiion  ;  and  to 
draught  Instructions  to  our  Delagates  in  the  said   Convention 
Voted,  that  Perez  Morton  F2s(|'. 
yV.  Samiud  Fliot 
William  Tudor  Esq'. 
^P.  John  Sweetser 
^P.  Thomas  Walley 
be  a  Connnittee  l"or  the  Pur|)ose  aforesaid 

Adjourned  to  I'^ryday  next.  .'!  O:  Clock  P:  M: 

Fryday  INIay  12.  3  O. Clock  P:  ]\I  met  according  to  Adjonrninent 

M'.  Morton  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  dissent  to  the  i)assing  the 
Article  -which  relates  to  the  mode  of  electing  Senators 

The  Preamble  to  the  Constitution  or  F'orm  of  Ciovorment  for 
the  Commonwealth  of  ^Massachusetts,  again  read  —  whereupon 
t!ie  CJuestion  was  [Jut — \'iz'.  Wliether  the  Town  do  approve  and 
accept  of  the  Same  —  i)assed  in  tiie  Affermative 

[4-01).]  The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  reasons  for 
the  proposed  alterations  in  some  .Vrticles  of  the  Constitution  or 
Form  of  (Toverment  laid  l)efore  the  Town,  and  also  to  draught 
Instruction  to  our  Delagates  in  the  C'Duvention  —  Report  as  fol- 
lows —  \'iz'. 
Gentlemen 

The  Town  of  Boston  have  Convened  in  a  legal  ^Meeting  to 
consider  the  Constitution  or  Porms  of  Govermeut  aareed  on  by  the 
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CouventioQ,  &  by  them  proposed  to  the  People  for  their  Approba- 
tion, rejection,  or  amendment,  having  had  the  same  repeatedly 
read  proposed  to  a  discussion  of  the  Several  Articles  theirciu 
contained  and  having  recommended  amendments  in  the  16"'. 
Article  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  in  the  7"'.  Article  of  the  2''. 
Chapter  in  the  4"'.  Section  of  the  2'i.  Chapter  &  in  the  7"'.  Article 
of  the  6"'.  Chapter  unanimously  voted  to  accept  said  Constitution 
or  Form  of  Goverment  with  the  Amendments,  the  third  Article 
in  the  Declaration  of  Rights  excepted,  provided  by  the  most 
Strenious  endeavours  of  their  Delegates  the  said  Amendments  can 
be  procured,  otherwise  to  accept  the  said  Articles  as  they  were 
agreed  to  by  the  Convention,  But  the  3*^ .  Article  in  the  Declaration 
of  Rights  was  refered  to  futer  consideration  ;  the  meeting  then 
consisting  of  eight  hundred  and  eighty  seven  Voters  —  The  Town 
then  proceeded  to  consider  the  3''.  Article  ;  which  having  been 
largely  debated,  was  amended  and  Voted,  420  for  &  51  against 
it.  It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  that  if  you  could  not 
obtain  this  Article  as  amended,  you  should  be  impowered  to 
Vote  for  [410.]  The  3*^.  Article  as  it  originally  stood  rather 
than  tlie  Amendment  should  be  the  Means  of  postponing  the 
establishment  of  the  Constitution  at  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Con- 
vention ;  as  some  Form  was  necessary  to  give  Stability  and  force 
to  Goverment.  The  Question  being  put  the  numbers  were  277  for 
and  140  against  it.  Your  utmost  exertions  are  nevertheless  ear- 
nestly enjoined  to  obtain  the  Amendments  A  principle  of  res[)ect 
to  a  Body  of  Men  of  such  distinguished  rank  and  Al^ility  as  the 
Convention  would  not  assuredly  have  led  the  Town  to  Assign  the 
reasons  for  any  alterations  they  might  make  in  a  system  they  had 
formed  and  recommended.  But  as  the  Convention  have  requested 
the  doing  it,  it  is  now  to  be  performed  on  a  higher  Principle.  In 
general  it  may  be  Observed  that  the  Amendments  proposed  were 
made  upon  the  idea  that  they  would  more  effectually  subserve  the 
excuse  of  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty,  that  great  object  of  our 
endeavours,  and  the  point  to  which  all  our  efforts  ought  to  tend, 
The  Amendment  of  10"'.  April  of  the  Decleratious  of  Rights,  was 
made  upon  the  strongest  persuatiou,  that  Liberty  of  Speech,  as  it 
respected  publick  Men  in  their  publick  Conduct,  was  an  essential  and 
darling  right  of  ever3'  member  of  a  free  State  upon  which  in  a  very 
emenenl  Degree  the  preservation  of  their  other  reights  depends  ; 
that  nothing  spoken  witli  design  to  give  information  of  the  State 
of  the  Publick  should  be  ever  subject  to  the  smalest  restraint ; 
and  that  any  Attempt  to  oppose  such  restraint  ought  to  excite  an 
alarm  in  the  People  as  it  infered  a  consciousness  of  demerit  on  the 
part  of  those  Attempting  [-ill.]  That  such  restraint  was 
more  degrading  and  more  Strongly  marked  the  Slaves  than  ever 
the  privation  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Press  ;  and  that  the  latter,  so 
absolutely  necessary,  and  therefore  so  justly  dear  to  every  free 
State  could  not  l)e  maintained  in  its  full  force  and  vigour  without 
the  former.  But  while  we  hold  up  the  Liberty  of  the  Press,  as 
essentiall}'  necessary  to  general  Freedom,  as  it  respects  publick 
Men  and  Measures  we  reject  with  Abhorre-nce  the  idea  of  its  abuse 
to  tlic  injury  of  i)rivate  Characters.  — The  next  amendment  gives 
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Power  to  the  Governoi',  in  the  recess  of  tlie  General  Court,  to 
march  or  transport,  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  for  the  relief  of 
a  Neighbouring  State  invaded  or  threatened  with  immediate  iu- 
vatioii.  This  was  judged  incumbent  on  the  general  Principles 
of  humanity,  and  abs<jlutely  necessary  upon  the  Principles  of 
Policy,  A  threatn'd  iuvastion  may  be  wholly  prevented  b}'  the 
early  a[)peaiance  of  a  respectable  ^Military  force  tind  Invatiun 
actually  begun  may  be  easally  re[)eled,  in  many  Instances  by  an 
immediate  Oi)position.  In  the  former  case,  the  Lives  iV  Proi)ertv 
of  our  Frientls  &  Neighbours  may  be  entirely  saved  cV;  Secureil  ; 
and  in  the  Latter  case  fewer  lives  may  be  lost  In  all  Probaltility, 
and  less  Property  Destroyed,  Besides  delay  may  give  oppertunitv 
to  an  Enemy  (so  disposed)  to  take  Post,  and  establish  himself  in 
such  a  manner  as  would  recpiire  a  very  great  force  to  remove  him 
while  an  early  force  might  be  adequate  to  his  immediate  ex- 
pulsion. Further  the  withholding  immediate  aid,  mav  ojjca 
a  passage  into  our  own  State,  and  to  bring  the  War  to  our  own 
doors.  —  It  was  also  suggested,  that  the  Article,  of  Confedera- 
tion bound  us  to  grant  immediate  relief,  which  can  only  be 
Obtained  by  [41*-^.]  Vesting  the  Governor -with  such  power, 
and  was  therefore  VotecL — The  next  amendements  respects 
the  time  of  service  of  the  Connnissary  General  which  is  pro- 
posed to  be  limited  to  the  Term  of  Five  years.  This  was  done 
because  it  was  apprehended  that  a  change  or  relation  of  Ollicers 
was  necessary,  in  general  to  the  preservation  of  Freedom. 
Persons  longe  in  Ollice  are  apt  to  lose  that  sence  of  Dependance 
U[)on  the  People,  which  is  essential  to  keep  them  within  the  Line 
of  duty  to  the  Pul)lick.  And  es[)ecially  may  the  good  of  the 
Community  be  promoted  by  the  retirements  of  such  Persons  from 
OtHce  at  certain  (ixed  periods,  who  have  been  largeh'  intrusted 
with  Publick  Money  or  Stores  —  The  next  Article  respects  that 
important  Write  of  Habeas  Cori)us.  Many  Reasons  might  be 
given  for  the  Alterations  made.  It  was  judged  best  to  conlir  the 
Suspension  of  this  security  of  personal  Liberty  or  freedom  from 
Imprisonments  to  times  of  War.  invation  and  rebellion,  the  terms 
urgent  and  pressing  occations,  l)eiug  too  indelinite  and  giving 
scope  to  the  most  powerful!  Fngine  of  I)es[)otisni,  and  Slavery. 
It  was  not  conceived  that  any  cause  could  possibly  exist  in  time 
of  peace,  that  could  justify  im[)risonments  without  allegation  or 
charge  ;  and  the  granting  a  Power  in  a  season  of  tranciuility  liable 
to  such  gross  abuse,  and  which  might  l)e  attend  with  consequences 
destructive  of  the  dearest  iiriviledges  and  l)est  interest  of  tiie  Sub- 
ject was  deemed  incompatable  with  every  Principh*  of  Liberty. 
Nay  it  was  apprehended  that  it  might  Opperate  as  an  incentive  to 
Despotism;  and  to  hold  up  a  temtation  [-413.]  to  Tyranny  while 
Imman  Nature  is  constituted  as  we  find  it  was  jutlged  to  Ite  wholl}' 
inexpedient.,  Confinc^ing  the  suspencion  won  in  time  of  War.  in- 
vation and  rebellion,  to  Six  Months,  was  supi)osed  a  proper 
Limet.ition,  as  every  purpose  of  an  honest  Goverinent  might  be 
fully  answered,  in  that  period.  A  larger  pereod  might  lead  to 
a  State  of  forgetfullness  of  the  unhappy  Subject  of  Suspissif)n, 
and  he  mio;ht  Drair  on  a  Wretched  being  in  the   Dark  abode  of  a 
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DuDgion,or  within  tlie  gloomy  walls  of  a  Prison,  without  a  Single 
Ray  of  hope  to  enlighten  his  cell  or  a  single  Friend  to  eheav  his 
Desponding  spirit.  Thus  may  his  di'eadfuU  ConOnemeut  when 
the  Reason  that  operated  to  his  Connnitinent  have  been  long  done 
away.  Can  a  Power  pregrant  with  such  might}'  Evils  be  too 
Strongly  guarded  ;  Or  can  we  be  too  solicetious  to  confine  it  within 
the  narrow  limits  that  will  comport  with  the  Publick  safety?  — 
The  only  Article  now  to  be  attended  to  is  the  third  in  the  Decele- 
ration of  Rights,  which  Asserts  that  Piety,  Religion  and  morality 
are  essential  to  the  happiness,  Peace  and  Good  order  of  a  l^eople 
and  that  these  Principles  are  diffused  by  the  Publick  Worship  of 
(iod,  and  by  Publick  Instructions  &c  —  and  in  Consequence  makes 
provision  for  their  support.  The  alterations  proposed  here  which 
you  will  Lay  l)efore  the  Convention  were  designed  to  Secure  the 
Reights  of  Consience  and  to  give  the  fullest  Scope  to  religious 
Liberty  In  support  of  the  proposition  it  urged  that  if  Publick 
Worship  and  Publick  teaching,  did  certainly  (as  was  allowed) 
defuse  a  general  Sence  of  Duty  &  moral  Obligations,  and,  so 
secured  the  safety  of  our  [414.]  Persons  and  Properties,  we 
ought  chearfully  to  pay  those  from  whose  agency  we  derived  such 
Advantages.  But  we  are  Attempting  to  support  (it  is  said)  the 
Kingdom  of  Christ ;  It  may  as  well  be  said  we  are  supporting  the 
Kingdom  of  (xod,  by  institution  of  a  Civil  Govermeni,  which  De- 
clared to  be  an  Ordinance  to  the  Deity,  and  so  refuse  to  pay  the 
civil  magistrate.  What  will  be  the  consequence  of  such  refusal  — 
The  greatest  disorders,  if  not  a  Dissolution  of  Society.  Suspend 
all  provision  for  the  inculation  of  Morality,  religion  and  Piety,  and 
confusion  &  every  evil  work  nui}'  be  justly  dreaded ;  for  it  is 
found  that  with  all  the  Restraints  of  religion  induced  by  the 
Preacliiug  of  Ministers,  and  witli  all  the  Restraints  of  Goverment 
inforced  by  civil  Law.  the  World  is  far  from  being  as  quiet  an 
abode  as  might  be  wished.  Remove  the  former  by  ceasing  to 
support  Morality,  religion  and  Piety  and  it  will  be  soon  felt  that 
human  Laws  were  feble  barriers  opposed  to  the  uninformed  lusts  of 
Passions  of  Mankind.  Ikit  though  we  are  not  supiiorting  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  may  we  not  be  permitted  to  Assist  civil  society 
by  an  addoption,  and  by  the  teaching  of  the  best  set  of  Morals 
that  were  ever  offered  to  the  World.  To  Object  to  these  Morrals. 
or  even  to  the  Piety  and  Religion  we  aim  to  inculcate,  because 
they  are  drawn  from  the  Gospel,  must  a|)pear  very  singular  to  an 
Assembly  generally  professing  themselves  Christians.  Were 
tliis  really  our  intention,  no  Objection  ought  to  be  made  to  it 
provided,  as  in  fact  the  case  that  equal  Liberty  is  granted  to 
every  religious  Sect  and  Denomination  [415.]  Whatever,  and 
it  is  only  requii-ed  that  every  Man  should  pay  to  the  support  of 
Publick  Worsliip  In  his  own  way.  But  should  any  be  so  Consci- 
entious that  they  cannot  jiay  to  the  support  of  any  of  the  various 
denominations  among  us  they  may  then  alott  their  Money  to  the 
sujiport  of  the  Poor  —  It  remains  only  to  fix  the  time  when  this 
Form  of  Goverment  shall  take  place  ;  But  having  had  large  expe- 
rience of  your  Ability  and  Zeal  in  the  course  of  the  very  lengthy 
Session   of    Convention,  the   last  Winter  we  very  Chearfully  leave 
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the  Ueteriiiiiiatiou  of  Ihis  i»oiiit  lo  Ihat  pnideuL-L',  Ju(l;4Ciiicnt  :iii<l 
Integrity,  wliicli  have  so  stroiiL^ly  luarkod  your  eoiuhicl  iu  this 
Department  and  to  the  unitt-d  Wisdom  of  the  whole  Body. 

The  foregoing  Report  of  the  Committee  having  been  read  and 
considered — the  (.Question  was  put  —  \'i//.  '•  Wlietiier  the  same 
sliall  be  accepted,  by  tiie  Town  "  —  I'asscd  in  tlie  Affermative, 
almost  unanimously 

Tiie  Resolves  of  the  ('onventi<:)n,  [jassed  the  2''.  Mareh  having 
been  read  and  considered  —  whereu[)on 

Voted,  almost  unanimously  tiiat  tlie  Selectmen  of  this  Town  Ite 
directed  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Convention  the  doings 
of  this  Town  relative  to  the  Foru)  of  Goverment  agreeable  to  the 
Resolves  of  Convention  ;  in  order,  to  tlu'  Secretary  of  Conventi(jn 
laying  the  same  before  a  Committee  to  be  api)(-)inted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examining  and  [IJCJ.]  Arranging  them  for  the  Rivision 
and  consideration  of  tiie  Convention  at  the  Adjouiiimenl ;  ^vith 
the  Number  of  \'oters  on  eacii  side  of  every  ( )uestioii,  in  order 
that  the  said  Convention  at  the  Adjournment  may  Collect  the  gen- 
eral sense  of  their  Constituents  on  the  several  |)aits  of  the  pro- 
posed Constitution  ;  and  if  it  do  not  apjx'ar  to  be  two  thirds,  of 
their  Constituents  in  f.iviour  tliereof,  that  the  Convi'ution  in:iy 
alter  it  in  such  a  manner  as  that  it  may  be  Agreeable  to  the  sen- 
timents of  two  thirds  of  the  Voters  throughout  the  State,  also 

Voted,  almost  unanimouslcy  the  l)elegate:>  of  this  Town  Ik?  and 
hereby  are  impowered  at  tiie  next  Session  of  tiie  Convention  ;  to 
agree  upon  a  time  when  this  Form  (;f  (Goverment  shall  take  I'hice 
without  returning  the  same  again  to  the  People  :  I'rovided  that 
two  thirds  of  the  .Male  Inhal)itants  of  the  Age  of  twenty  one 
years  and  upwards.  Voting  in  the  Several  'lowns  and  Plantations 
Meeting,  shall  agree  to  the  Same,  or  the  Convention  sliail  conform 
it  to  the  Sentemeuts  of  two  thirds  of  the  People  as  aforesaid 

A  Motion  made,  that  this  Meeting  be  now  tlessolved 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordiuglv  dissolved. 


[417.]  At  a  Meeting  of  tlie  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  lioston  duly  CiUalitied  and  legally  warned,  in  Pub- 
lick  Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneiuel  Hall  on  Tuesday  the 
16'".  Day  of  .May  Anno  Domini  ITsO.    10.  O. Clock  Forenoon' 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev''.  ^P.  I^liot 

The   Precept    and     Warrant     for    calling    the    Meeting     •• 
read 

Sundry  Laws      - -      read 

The  Town  having  determined  to  choose  seven  Persons  to  Repre- 
sent them  in  the  (ireat  and  General  Court  or  Assembly  to  i)e  iield 
at  the  Town  House  in  lioston  upon  Wednesday  the  ."{P.  Day  of 
May  Curi-ent  —  The  Tnliabitants  were  accordingly  diiecti-d  to 
withdraw  and  bring  in  their  \'otes  for  Seven  Rei)resentatives.  and 
then  it  was  declared  by  the  Selectmen,  that  no  \'otes  would  be 
received,  but  such  as  are  unfolded,  and  tliat  they  Propose  the 
Poll  shall  be  closed  at  Pi  O. Clock 

T?he   Votes    being  bron«:ht    in    for    Seven    Representatives,   the 
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Number  of  the  same  wore  found  to  he  three  hundred  and  Sixty 
Six.  and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared  that  tlie  following  Persons 
were  chose  —  Viz'. 

The  Hon'''''.     Samuel  Adams  Esq'".  38S     Excus'd 

The  Hou'''°.     John  Hancock  Esq'".       -     355 
[418.]  Caleb  Davis  Esq'".     -     -     365 

Thomas  Daws  Esq'".  357 

Ellis  Gray  Esq'".  192     Excus'd 

John  Lowell  Esq"".  361 

Thomas  Walley  202 

The  choice  of  Representatives  being  over  and  declared  by  the 
Selectmen  the  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in 
their  Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting  in  order  that  the 
Town  may  proceed  in  transacting  the  Other  Affairs  mentioned  in 
the  Warrent ;  accordingly  the  Inhabitants  withdrew  and  brought 
in  their  ^'otes,  and  upon  sorting  them  it  Appeared  that 
The  Hon'*'''.  -John  Hancock  Esq'",  was  chosen 
Adjourned  to  3.  O. Clock  in  tiie  Afternoon 

3.  O'clock  Afternoon  met  according  to  Adjournment 

M"".  C'leraeut  Collins  Jun'".  was  chose  a  Measurer  of  Boards  for 
the  Year  ensuing 

The  Inhaliitants  brought  in  their  Votes  for  one  Constable  in  the 
room  of  M'.  Benjamin  White  who  declines  serving,  and  upon  sort- 
ing them  it  appeared  that  M'".  Jonathan  Loring  was  Chosen 

Ellis  Gray  having  sent  in  liis  excuse  in  writing  for  not  serving 
the  Town  as  one  of  their  Representatives  in  the  Crcneral  Assembly, 
it  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Choice  of  a  Representative  in 
his  room  be  postponed  till  the  Adjournment 

[419.]  Tlie  Clause  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  — To  consider 
whether  Instructions  shall  be  given  to  the  Representatives,  that 
may  be  chosen  —  was  read  and  after  some  debate  thereon  it  was 
moved,  and  Voted,  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Adjournment  of  this  fleeting 

The  Clause  in  the  Warrant.  Viz'.  —  "  To  determin  what  is 
proper  to  be  done  with  respect  to  the  North  Battery"  —  was 
read  whereupon,  it  was  moved  and  carried  that  a  Committee  be 
now  chosen  to  consider  this  Article,  and  Report  as  soon  as  may  be 
what  they  Judge  best  for  the  Town  to  do  thereon 
Voted,  that  Col".  Barber 

M'".  Nathan  Erazier 
M^  John  Ballard 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  also 

Voted,  that  said  Committee  be  directed  to  make  enquirey  and 
search  into  the  Town  Title  to  the  Land  at  and   near  North  Battery 

On  a  motion  made  Voted,  that  the  Town  Clerk  issue  a  Warrant 
to  the  Constables,  for  notifying  again  such  persons  as  have  been 
chosen  into  Otlice,  and  have  neglected  to  qualify  themselves  as 
the   Law  directs  by  taking  the  Oath  of  Office 

The  Hon'''''.  Samuel  Adams  P2sq^  came  into  jMeeting  and  Ac- 
quainted tlie  Town  that  ho  had  Just  been  regularly  notified  of  the 
Honour  they  had  done  him  in  [4*^0.]  Electing  him  one  of  their 
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Ropresentativos  in  tlic  (icin-ral  Asst'inbly  ;  that  as  he  could  not 
suppose  tlicMn  to  be  unactinainted  with  his  intention  to  repair  to 
Philadelphia  to  attend  his  duty  as  a  Member  of  Congress,  he 
could  not  but  feel  very  sensibly  the  Particular  mark  of  respect 
with  which  the  Town  had  honoured  him  in  this  Election  :  that  he 
had  always  served  tlieni  to  the  utmost  of  his  capasity  with  the 
greatest  alacrity  aud  should  be  happy  in  still  considering  himself 
tho.  at  Congress  as  not  altogether  out  of  the  service  of  a  Town 
that  makes  so  respectable  a  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
he  concluded  that  as  it  was  probal)le  he  should  be  Absent  from 
this  State  the  greatest  \Kut  of  the  Year  it  was  therefore  his  desire 
that  another  Representative  might  be  l->U'cted  in  his  room  where- 
upon it  was 

Voted,  that  .M'.  Adams  be  excused  from  serving  as  a  Rei)reseut- 
ative 

Voted,  that  the  choice  of  a  Representative  in  the  room  of  I^P. 
Adams  for  serving  be  referred  to  the  Adjournment 

The  Committee  a|)pointed  to  consider  uf  proper  and  adequate 
Grants  to  the  Schoolmasters,  Report  as  their  ()i)inion  —  That  they 
ought  to  receive  the  sanu;  Sum  in  Specie  as  was  allowed  them  in 
the  Year  1774  — or  a  Sum  in  Paper  JNIoney  equal  to  the  Exchange 
said  Exchange  to  be  settled  by  the  Selectmen  at  the  date  of  these 
Draughts  for  payments  according  to  the  rate  of  Cold  and 
Silver  —  and  that  the  ]\Iaster  of  the  North  Writing  School  have 
an  additional  allowance  of  fourteen    P<Minds   p  Annum  for  House 

[•431.]  Rent  or  the  Excliange  as  aforesaid 

After  some  debate  on  the  foregoing  Peport  it  was  moved  and 
Voted,  that  the  consideration  of  this  Report  be  referred  to  the 
Adjourment 

Adjournment  to  Tuesday  the  2."3''.  Day  of  3Iay  Instant  10. 
O'clock  Heforenoon 

Tuesday  the  23''.  Day  of  May  10.  OClock  Eorenoon.  met  ac- 
cording to  adjournment 

The  Meeting  for  the  choice  of  two  Rejjreseutatives  in  the  room 
of  ]\P.  Adams  and  M'.  Ciray  who  had  declined  serving,  bi'ing  Ad- 
journed to  this  time —  i\P.  .Scollay  (,'hairman  of  the  Selectmen  in 
their  Name  directed  the  Inhabilauts  to  withdraw  and  l)ring  in 
their  Votes  for  two  Representatives,  and  their  it  was  declared  that 
no  Votes  would  be  received,  but  such  as  are  unfolded 

The  Votes  being  accordingly  l)rought  in  the  number  of  the  same 
were  found  to  be  two  hundred,  and  u])()n  sorting  them  it  appeared, 
that  the  two  following   Pei'sons  were  chose  —  Viz'. 

M"".  SamuerAustin K'l 

Ezekiel  Price  Esq'. b^o  (excused) 

The  choice  of  two  Persons  as  Rei)reseiitatives  In-ing  over  and 
declared  by  the  Selectmen 

The  Hon'''''.  John  Hancock  Es(|'.  the  ^Moderator  of  the  [Meeting 
for  transacting  the  other  Affairs  luentioned  in  the  Wariant.  again 
took  the  Chair 

[4'-i*-i.]  The  Article  in  the  ^Varrant  Viz'.  '-To  consider 
whether  Instructions  shall   l)e   given   to  the    Representatives   that 
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uuiy  be  chosen,  was  read   and   after   some   debate  had  thereon  it 
was 

Voted,  that  a  Committee  shall  now  be  chosen  to  draw  up  In- 
structions for  the  (reutelmen  chosen  to  represent  this  Town  in  the 
General  Assembly  to  Report  a  Draught  at  the  Adjournment  of  this 
Meeting  — 

Voted,  that  Ellis  Gray  Es([''. 

Hon''''\  Sauniel  Adams  P^sq''. 
jM''.  Leonard  Jarvis 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

Voted,  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  Wednesday  9.  OCicck 
Forenoon 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 


Wednesday  9.  0. Clock  Beforenoon  —  Met  according  to  Ad- 
journment 

Ezekiel  Price  Esq'',  one  of  the  Gentelmen  chosen  to  Represent 
this  Town  having  by  his  desire  been  excused  from  serving  —  M^ 
Scollay  Chairman  of  the  Selectmen  in  their  Name  directed  the  In- 
habitants to  withdraw,  and  bring  in  their  Votes  for  one  Repre- 
sentative, and  that  it  was  declared  that  no  Votes  will  be  received 
but  such  as  are  unfolded 

The  Votes  being  accordingly  brought  in  and  [433.]  Sorted,  it 
appeared  that  the  Number  of  Votes  were  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Three,  and  that  John  Rowe  Esq''.      -     -     -     144  was  chosen 

The  choice  of  a  Representative  in  the  Room  of  Ezekiel  Price 
Esq'',  who  had  declined  serving,  being  over  and  delivered  by  the 
Selectmen 

The  Hon'''''.  John  Hancock  Esq',  the  Moderator  of  the  Meeting 
for  transacting  the  Other  affairs  mentioned  in  the  Warrant,  again 
took  the  Chair 

The  Connnittee  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  on  the 
Article  in  the  Warrant  which  respects  the  North  Battery,  Reported 
verbally 

That  it  appeared  to  the  Committee  to  be  for  the  Interest  of  the 
Town,  that  the  Battery  Estate  should  be  Leased  or  otherwise  im- 
proved for  the  benefit  of  the  Town,  and  the  Committee  asked 
leave  to  Report  furtlier  —  whereu[)on 

\'oted,  that  the  Committee  aforesaid  be  desired  to  Report  fur- 
ther, as  soon  as  may  be 

The  Selectmen  a  Committee  to  procure  a  Room  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Youth  of  the  South  part  of  The  Town,  in  the 
I'oom  of  the  School  House  lately  consumed  by  Fire  —  Reported 

That  they  could  not  obtain  a  proper  Building  for  a  School,  and 
that  they  had  therefore  —  caused  a  plan  to  be  drawn  for  a  suitable 
Building  for  that  purpose  which  with  an  Estimate  of  the  charge 
thereof,  they  beg'd  leave  to  lay  before  the  Town  for  their  con- 
sideration whereupon 

[434.]  Voted,  that  the  consideration  of  this  Report  and  what 
is  proper  to  be  done  thereon,  be  referred  over  to  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  this  Meetino- 
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The  C'oininittce  of  KigliU'cii  relative  to  piirfliasino-  of  f'.rajn  S:c 
Reported  verbally 

'I'Imt  they  are  not  at  present  reaily  for  elosuig  their  Aeeoiiiils 
with  M'.  \'an  RanseliiM-  of  N  ^'oik,  who  had  been  employed  bv 
them  in  pnrchasinu-  (Jruin,  but  that  they  hopetl  they  should  be  able 
to  Rei)ort  and  lay  their  Doiiiii's  before  the  Towu  at  the  Adjourn- 
ment—  on  a  Motion 

\'oted,  that  when  this  Meeting-  be  Adjourned  il  be  to  Wednes- 
day the  l-i  Da}^  of  June  next.  1".  O'Cioek  Forenoon 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

At  a  ;\Ii'eting  of  the  Freeholders  and  othei-  Iniial)itants  of  the 
Towu  of  tlie  Town  of  l>oston  tluly  qualified  and  legally  warned 
in  publiek  Town  .Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneuiel  Hall  the  U"'.  Day 
of  .June  17.S0.     3  O. Clock.  1^  M: 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw,  and  ])ring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  Moderator,  and  the  same  having  been  btouuht  in  and 
sorted,  it  appeared  that 

fb)hn  Tudtn-  Ks(i'. 
was  chosen,  unanimously 

[4*-ii>.]  The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Vv/}.  —  "To  consider 
and  tletermine  upon  the  most  expeditious,  and  e(|ual  way  of  rais- 
ing this  Towns  proportion  of  ]Meu  for  the  Continental  Army  as 
re(iuired  by  a  Resolve  of  the  (ieneral  Court"  —  was  read,  as  also 
the  Resolve  of  the  f  Ieneral  Court  passed  the  .'>"'.  Day  of  June 
Current"  —  was  read,  as  also  the  Resolve  of  the  ( ieneral  Cijurt 
mentioned  above  —  whereu[)ou  it  was  moved,  and 

Voted,  that  whatever  charge  may  arise  on  rai.-:ing  the  Towns 
proportion  of  ]Men,  over  antl  above  tiic  encoiu'agemeut  given  Ijy 
Goverment,  shall  be  defreyed  by  a  Town  Tax 

^'ote^l,  that  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  Thousand  Pounds,  ])e 
raised  bv  a  Tax  U[)on  Polls  and  Fstates  witliin  this  Town  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  War,  the  sajne  to  ])e  added  to  the 
next  Tax  —  also 

^'oted,  that  the  'l\:>wu  Treasun-r  be  and  he  hereby  is  im[)owered 
to  borrow  a  Sum  of  ]Money  not  exceeding  One  hundred  thousand 
Pounds  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
War,  and  that  he  give  his  Negotiable  Xoti'  to  the  respective 
Lenders  on  Interest  for  the  Sums  by  them  advanced  the  same  to 
lie  paid  out  of  the  aforesaid  Tax  as  it  shall  be  brought  into  (he 
Treasury 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to 
pay  unto  Edward  I'roetor  Ksij'.  Col",  of  the  IJoston  Regiment, 
such  sums  as  may  be  Necessary  to  defray  the  liounty  that  may  be 
given  the  [4!<J(>.]  ^Fen  wliicii  shall  be  Jnlisted,  as  also,  the 
Selectmen  of  the  Town,  what  may  be  Sullicient  to  \k\\  the  IMen 
that  shall  be  raised  their  .Mileage 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  ^'i//.  —  "  To  consider  and  deterinin 
upon  the  most  expeditions  and  equal  way  of  Providing  the  Towns 
proportion    of    Shirts,    Shoes,    Stockings    and    lUaukets     for    the 
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Army  agreable    to  a  Resolve  of    the  General   Court    passed    the 
21".  of  April  last  —  was  read —  whereupon 
^'otod,  that  Isaac  Smith  Esq''. 

.Stephen  Iligginson  Escf. 

John  Tudor  Escf . 

Samuel  Brick  Esq'. 

Herman  Brimmer 
be  a  Committee  to  consider  and  Report  thereon  at  the  Adjournment 
Adjourned  to  Wednesday  next  being  the  14"'.  of  June  Ins',  at 
3  OClock  Afternoon 

Wednesday  the  14'".  of  June  — 3  O. Clock  P:  M:  Met  accord- 
ing to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  and  determin  on  the  most 
expeditious  and  equal  way  of  providing  the  Towns  proportion  of 
Shirts  Shoes  Stockings  and  Blankets  for  the  Army  beg  leave  to 
Report,  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  best  &  most  expeditious. 
Method  is  to  desire  the  Selectmen  to  purchase  said  Articles,  on 
the  best  terms  and  as  soon  [427.]  as  possible,  the  Selectmen  to 
be  furnished  with  Money  for  that  purpose  out  of  the  Town  Treas- 
lu'ey  and  in  case  there  should  not  be  Money  Sufficient  in  the 
Treasurey,  to  choose  a  Committee  of  three  in  each  Ward  to  waite 
on  Gentelmeu  of  Proiierty  desiring  them  to  Advance  the  Town 
what  Money  they  can  possibly  spare  the  Money  so  advanced  to  be 
discounted  out  of  the  Tax  now  issuing  —  Isaac  Smith  p  Order 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  I'ead  and  considered,  the 
Question  was  put  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  —  Passed  in 
the  Affermative  —  also 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  Tiiousand  Pounds  be 
raised  by  a  Tax  on  Polls  &  Estates  within  this  Town  for  the  Sole 
purpose  of  carryiiig  on  the  War,  the  same  to  l)e  added  to  the  Tax 
of  £100,000  —  already  granted — also 

Voted,  that  Committees  be  appointed  in  each  Ward  for  procur- 
ing Sul)scriptions  for  Loaning  and  immediatley  paying  into  the 
Treasurey  the  two  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds,  for  the  purposes 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Votes 

^'otod,  that  the  several  Companies  of  the  Boston  INIilitia  be  de- 
sired, to  appoint  at  their  respective  Meetings  to  be  on  Thursday 
next,  three  Persons  out  of  each  Company  to  procure  the  Subscrip- 
tions aforesaid 

Voted,  that  the  following  be  the  head  of  a  Subscription  Paper 
for  each  Comi)any  of  the  Militia  —  Viz'. 

[428.]  The  Town  of  Boston  having  by  a  Late  Vote  deter- 
mined that  the  Charge  of  raising  their  proportion  of  Men  for  the 
Continental  Arni}^  over  and  above  the  encouragement  given  by 
Govcrment  shall  be  defreyed  by  a  Town  Tax  —  and  having  also 
Voted  to  borrow  a  Sura  of  Money  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
Thousand  Pounds,  for  the  jiurpose  of  paying  the  ]\Ien  to  be  raised 
their  liounty  and  Miladge,  and  also  for  i)rocuring  Shirts,  Bhmkets, 
Shoes  &  Stockings  as  rcHjuired  of  the  Town  by  a  late  Resolve  of 
the  General  Asscndjly  ;  wliich  Mone}'  as  bori'owed  is  to  be  paid 
into  the  Town  Treasurer  for  which  the  Treasurer  is  to  give  negoti- 
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able  Notes  to  the  respective  Lcndeis  on  Interest,  wliich  Notes  :uo 
to  ha  discharged  out  of  tlie  aforesaid  'I'ax  as  it  sliail  \)g  l»r(jiiglit 
into  the  Treasury — therefore 

We  the  Subscribers  a[)i)rehendin<j;  it  to  lie  of  the  hist  importance, 
at  the  present  Crisis  that  our  proportion  of  Men  l)e  ininiediati'ly 
raised  antl  the  pnjper  Sup[)lies  forwarded  —  liereln-  eliearfullv  en- 
gage to  furnish  the  respeetive  Sums  set  against  our  Names 

Voted,  that  Kdwai'd  I'rocter  Ks(|^  Coh)nei  of  tlie  Boston  Regi- 
ment be  furnished  witli  our  fair  Copy  for  eaeii  Company  in  said 
liegemen  t 

Moved  that  Col".  I'rocter  l)e  desired  not  to  exceed  i'l  (X.u — in 
the  offer  of  a  Town  Uonnty  to  tin;  ]\Ien  tlnit  are  to  be  raised  "  — 
and  the  (Question  was  put  — Passed  in  the  Negative 

[•J:*ii>.J  ^'oted,  that  it  l)e  Left  to  Col'.  I'roctor  to  procure  tiiis 
Towns  proj)ortion  of  Men  to  reinfon-e  the  Continental  Aimy,  on 
the  best  terms  he  is  able 

Voted,  that  this  Meeting  when  Adjourned,  lie  to  l'"rvilay  next 
3.  0:ClockP:M: 

Aud  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjouiiied 

Fryday  -June  IG"'. —  o.  O. Clock  Afteiiioon  — .Met  according  to 
Adjournment 

On  a  Motion  made  —  \'oted.  that  when  this  _Meeiing  is  Ad- 
journed it  shall  be  to  -Monday  next  being  the  I'J'''  In>taiit  — ."J 
():  Clock  Afternoon 

On  a  Motion  made,  \'oted,  that  the  several  Captains  of  tlie 
Boston  Militia  be  desired  to  Notify  their  rcsijective  Companies, 
that  the  Meeting  relative  to  raising  our  i)roportion  of  Men  for  the 
Continental  Army,  Stand  Adjourned  to  ^Monday  Next  —  when  it 
is  hoped,  that  they  will  give  a  very  general  Attendance 

Then  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Monday  the  Hi'"  of  June.  ;>.  O. Clock  P:  M:  :\Iet  according  to 
Adjournment 

Deacon  Tudor  in  the  Chair 

Tiiere  i)eing  but  very  few  of  the  Inhal/ilants  at  this  ^NP'Ctinu'  — 
A  Motion  was  made  —  That  the  [li^O.]  Sense  of  the  Town 
or  Iniiabitants.  be  taken  as  to  the  expi'tlieucy  of  proceeding  to 
Huissiness  —  after  some    debate  —  the  Motion  was  witiidrawn 

Cap'.  Hodson  of  tlie  Militia  moved,  tiiat  a  Committcje,  iie  now 
ap|)ointed  for  tlie  purpose  of  raising  tlie  Towns  proportion  of  Men 
for  the  Continental  Army,  and  that  the  Committee  set  at  l-'anuiel 
Hall  so  long  as  Col '.  I'roctor  shall  think  it  expedient  —  and  that 
no  higher  sum  than  the  £1000  —  l)e  Offered  as  a  boundy  —  the 
Motion  bi'ing  Seconded  —  after  some  Deljates  had  thereon  —  the 
same  was  withdrawn 

It  was  then  moved  and  \'oteil,  that  it  lie  recommended  to  Col'. 
Proctor  not  to  go  beyond  One  Tiiousand  Pounds  p  Man  as  a 
I'>oundy  to  such  Persons  as  shall  Inlist —  also 

^'oted,  that  Col".  Proct(jr  be  desired  to  ('ollect  of  the  Committee 
of  the  several  IMilitia  Companies  appointed  to  procure  Subscrip- 
tions the  Amount  of  those  Subscriptions  and  lodge  the  same  with 
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the  Town  Clerk  a  Day    before  the  Adjourument  of  this  Meeting 
in  order  to  their  being  then  kiid  before  the  Town 
Adjourned  to  Fryday  next  3.  O.Clocli   Afternoon 

Fryday  the  23''.  Day  of  June  3.  OCloclv  Afternoon  met  accord- 
ing to  Adjournment 

[■431.]  Deacon  Tudor  in  the  Chair 

Col".  Procter  agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  Town,  laid  before 
the  Mectiog  the  JSubscriptions  for  raising  Men,  amounting  as  bv 
Copy  on  lile  £140. 5U0 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  a  Coniuiittee  be  now  appointed  to  wait 
upou  the  Geutelmen  of  the  Town,  in  order  to  procure  Subscrii)- 
tions  to  the  Amount  of  One  hundred  fifty  nine  thousand  five  hun- 
dred Pounds,  in  Addition  to  the  Sum  of  £140,500  —  already 
Subscribed  for  the  Sole  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  War 
Voted,  that  M''.  Nathan.  Frazier 

Stephen  Higginson  Esq''. 
Samuel  I>room  Esq'', 
be  a  Committee  for  the  the  Purpose  aforesaid 

Voted,  that  the  further  Sum  off  One  hundred  Thousand  Pounds 
be  raised  by  a  Tax  upon  Polls  and  Estates  within  this  Toavu  in 
Addition  to  the  Sum  of  £200,000  already  granted  for  the  Sole 
purpose  of  carrying  on   the  War 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  impowered 
to  borrow  on  Interest  a  Sum  of  Money  not  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred thousand  Pounds  in  addition  to  the  £100,000  —  already  Voted 
to  be  borrowed,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  War,  and  that 
he  give  his  Negotiable  Notes  to  the  respective  Lenders  on  Interest 
for  the  Sura  by  them  Advanced,  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
aforesaid  Tax  as  it  shall  be  brought  into  the  Treasurey 

[43*^.]      On  a  INIotion  made.  Voted,  that 
Nathaniel  Appleton  Esq'". 
M'.  Joseph  liarrel 
M'.  Leonard  Jarvis 
be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  procure  Subscriptions  for 
the  Sole  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  War 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday  next  3  OClock  Afternoon 

Wednesday  June  28"'.  — 3  O. Clock  Afternoon  Met  according  to 
Adjinirmnent 

A  number  of  Jurymen,  were  chosen,  and  drawn  for  the  next 
Inferior  Court,  as  will  appeared  entered  in  the  Jnry  Iiook 

The  Conniiittee  appointed  to  procure  Subscriptions  agreeable  to 
a  Vote  of  the  late  Meeting  —  Reported  verbally  —  That  they 
had  Collected  of  the  Inhabitants  for  the  Sole  pui'pose  of  carrying 
on  the  AVar  twenty  six  thousand  Pounds,  since  the  former  Sub- 
scription—  They  also  ac(|uainted  the  Town  that  there  had 
been  Collected  of  the  Inhabitants  by  a  Committee  of  the  General 
Court  for  the  use  of  this  State,  One  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
four  hundred  and  Seventy  Pounds 

It  Avas  moved  that  That  the  severall  Collectors  of  this  Town 
lay  before  tlie  Inhabitants,  at  the  Adjournient  of  this  Meeting  a 
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List  of  sucli  Taxes  as  has  not  yet  becMi  paid  the  Poisons  from  wliom 
they  were  [tti.*}.]  coiuiiii^  having   liecu  called  upon   for  tiie  same 

In  the  Course  of  the  del»ate  siicli  Objuctions  were  stated  as  in- 
tUiensed  to  the  ^Lotions  heinii;  withch'awn 

On  a  Motion  \'oted  tliat  wlien  this  IMceting  is  Adjourned  it  shall 
he  to  Thursday  ^^orning  10.  (). Clock 

Voted,  that  directions  be  given  for  rinniiiii  all  the  liells  in  Town 
from  one  quarter  of  an  Ilonre  before  lu.  O. Clock  the  Hour  of  the 
Adjoni'iiment 

Voted,  that  the  Constables  of  the  'i'own  be  directed,  by  llie 
Town  Clerk  to  Notify  tln^  Inhabitants  of  the  Atijournnient.  and  to 
|)ress  their  attendance 

Then  the  Meeting  was  Adjourned 

Thurschiy  the  2'.)'-''.  Day  of  June  HI.  (). Clock  iMuenoon  —  .Mctac- 
cording  to  Adjoui'nnient 

On  a  .Motion  a  Pa[)ei'  called  the  Crisis  N".  i)  was  read  to  the  In- 
habitants 

The  Committee  ai)i)ointiHl  to  procan'c  Subscriptions  agreealde  to 
a  \'ote  at  the  late  Meeting  Keijorted 

That  the  Subscri[)ti()a  List  for  anticii)ating  the  Tax  for  Ihi; 
State  laid  on  this  T(nvn  to  he  called  in  by  the  15"'.  of  July  next 
amounts  to  £14r),;)20  —  the  Sum  Sul)scribed  in  the  Several  Wards, 
for  paying  Hounties  &  Amounts  to  £150, 000  and  the  Sum  Sub- 
scribed to  the  Conunittee  of  which  3r,  Appleton  is  Chairman  for 
the  same  use  annjunt  to  £27. 100 

[4-i$4-.]  That  there  remains  to  be  Sul)scribed  for  the  State 
£161,(i.S0     -     -     -     for  the  Town  I'l  2.", 000  in  the  whole  £284, OSO 

That  the  Committee  are  of  Opinion  that  it -will  be  eligible  that 
the  Subscri[)tion  List  be  kei)t  open  till  Saturday  next  10.  O. Clock  in 
the  Hands  of  M''.  Walley  for  the  State,  and  Su.  Appleton  for  the 
Town;  and  it  cannot  be  thouglit  that  the  Inhabitants  are  so  desti- 
tute of  all  regard  to  their  CountiT,  their  Lrethren  in  Arms,  oi-  to 
their  own  Safety  as  to  withold  their  su[)|)ort  on  this  Interesting 
occasion  —  The  Committee  beg  leave  to  set  till  said  time  to  com- 
pleat  their  Report 

]Moved  and  Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  Collect 
from  the  Several  Captains  and  the  Collectors  the  Sums  Subsia'ibed 
in  the  several  Wards,  and  to  lay  a  List  iA'  the  Subscribers  before 
a  Committee  of  the  Town,  to  lie  appointed  to  receive  the  Sanu; 

W;,r.l. 

Voted,  that  Xath'.  T.aiber        -------      X  .  1 

Jedediah  Parker  -     -     - 2 

Cai)'.  John  Ikdlard -  •'• 

John  Cogswell I 

Cap'.  William  Mackay  ------  5 

John  Lowell t) 

Nathan  Kra/.ier    --------  7 

Cap'.  Kneeland -      -     -  8 

M^  Clark 9 

Cap'.  P.oyls -     -      -  10 

Cap'.  Cook 11 

Henry  Bass 1^ 

be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 
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[435.]  On  a  Motion  Voted  that  tlie  Collectovs  of  Taxes  be 
desired  to  attend  with  their  Tax  Books  at  the  Adjournment 

A  Motion  made  and  earned  that  a  Committee  he  appointed  to 
receive  the  Reports  of  the  forenamed  Committee  of  Twelve,  and 
also  to  devise  Ways  and  Means  for  immediately  eompleating  the 
Recruits  and  Supplies  for  the  Army 

Voted,  that  Sam'.  Allen  Otis  Escf. 
Samuel  Barret  Esq'. 
Natli'.  Appleton  Esq^ 
M'".  Leonard  Jarvis 
Col".  Waters 
be  a  Committee  for  tlie  purpose  aforesaid 

Voted  that  when  this  Meeting  is  Adjourned,  it  be  to  4.  OClock 
Afternoon 

Voted  that  the  Town  Cryer  be  employed  to  inform  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Adjournment,  and  the  Important  Business  then  to 
come  before  the  Town 

Adjourned  to  4.  O:  Clock  Afternoon 

3.  OClock  P:  M:    Met  according  to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  appointed  in  the  Eorenoon  to  devise  ways  and 
means  for  the  immediate  eompleating  of  the  Recruits  and  Sup- 
plies—  Reported  as  entered  Page  122  in  the  Quarto-Book  — 
which  Report  having  been  read  and  considered  —  the  Question 
was  put  —  [430.]  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  —  Passed 
in  the  Affermative 

Moved    and  Voted,  tliat    the  Committee  ap[)ointed    to  procure 
Subscriptions  etc  be  desired  to  go  into  the  Selectmen's  Chamber, 
that  such  Persons  as   have   not   Subscribed   might   now  have   an 
oppertunity  of  doing  it,  as  well  as  those  who  incline  to  enlarge  their 
Subscriptions  on  so  interesting  an  Occasion 
Voted,  that  Col".  Johonnot 
Col".  Waters 
be  added  to  said  Committee 

Adjourned  to  Saturday  the  1  Day  of  -luly  10.  O. Clock  P^orenoon 

Saturday  the  P.  iJay  of  July  10  O'Clock  Forenoon — Mtt 
according  to  Adjournment 

Deacon  I'udor  in  the  Chair 

On  a  Motion  —  Voted,  that  when  tliis  Meeting  is  Adjourned  it 
shall  be  to  Thursday  the  G"'.  Day  of  July,  3.  O. Clock  Afternoon 

\"oted,  that  the  Town  Clerk  Issue  a  Warrant  to  the  Constables" 
to  Notify  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Adjouinmeut,  and  the  importance 
of  a  general  attendance  also 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Clerk  [)ublish  in  the  several  News  Papers 
that  this  Meeting  stands  Adjourned  to  Thursday  the  G  Day  of 
July  Ins'.  3.  O. Clock  [437.]  Afternoon — princepally  for  the 
Purpose  of  receiving  the  Sul)scriptions  of  the  Inliabitants  for  the 
Advance  of  their  Taxes,  which  they  will  be  oljlidged  to  pay  by 
the  thirteenth  of  July  Current,  and  that  such  of  the  Inhabitants 
as  have  not  Subscrib(>d  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  and  shall  absent 
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themselves  from  said  Adjournment,  will  be  considered  as  declin- 
inir  any  exertions  to  assist  the  Piihlick  —  also  that  is  carnostl}' 
desired,  of  the  Subscribers  and  Inhabitants  to  give  a  General  and 
punctual  Attendance  —  also  the  Subscri|)tion  Papers  will  lay  open 
with  'SV.  Walley  and  M'.  Appleton 

Then  the  Meeting  was  Adjourned  to  the  said  <j"'.  Dav  of  Julv, 
3.  O. Clock  V:  31 


Thursday  the  G"'.  Day  of  July  :)  O. Clock  Afternoon  —  .^let  ac- 
cording to  Adjournment 

Deacon  Tudor  in  the  Chair 

The  Connnittee  apjiointed  to  proeure  Sid)scriplioiis,  Reported  to 
the  Town  that  the  Sui)scriptious  amount  to  £.')l,s.')()  -     -     - 

Gloved  and  Voted,  that  the  Assessors  be  desired  to  Attend  and 
inform  the  Town  When  they  shall  be  able  to  deliver  the  Tax  IJooks 
to  the  Collectors 

The  Assessors  agreeable  to  re(|uireinrnt  attended  •and  inforuied 
the  Town  that  thev  hoped  to  compleat  that  lluissiness  in  alioul  ten 
Days 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Committee  relative  to  Suljscriptions 
of  which  jM''.  Frazier  is  [4J5S.]  Chairman,  be  desired  to  proceed 
in  Order  to  Compleat  the  Subscriptions 

On  a  Motion  N'oted,  that  an  Addition  of  the  Persons  be  now 
made  to  said  Committee 

Voted  that  Ellis  (iray  Kan'. 
Allen  Otis  Esq^ 
Ebene/.cr  Hancock  Esq^ 
be  added  to  the  Committee  aforesaid  for  procuring  Subscriptions 

Adiourned  to  Tuesday  next  being  the  11'".  Day  of  July  ln^\  3. 
0:  Clock  Afternoon 

Tuesday  the  11"'.  Day  of  July.  3.  O:  Clock  Afternoon  —  Met  ac- 
cording to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  ai)poiuted  to  borrow  3Ioueys  for  carr^dng  on  the 
War,  being  called  upon  to  make  Report,  aecpiMinted  the  Town, 
that  they  had.  Suspended  olfering  the  Subscription  Pafjers  to  the 
Inhabitants,  as  they  iniderstood  the  ^lilitia  Companies  of  the  sev- 
eral Wards,  were  assisting  said  Com[)anies  for  the  ptu'pose  of 
paying  the  Bounty  &c  to  the  [Men  that  are  Inlisted.  ikc.  as  a  Rein- 
forcement to  the  Continental  Army 

On  a  ]\Iotion.  Voted,  that  Col"  Proctor  be  directed  to  pay  to 
one  Major  two  Cttptains  and  four  Subaltron  oflicers  appointed  for 
tiie  Towns  proportion  of  the  Militia  to  be  inlisted  or  draughted 
[4.*51).]  Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  lately 
Passed.  -Six  hundred  Pounds,  each  out  of  the  Monies  to  be  raised 
for  paying  the  liounties  &c  to  the  Men  who  are  to  reinforce  the 
Continental  Army 

A  Motion  was  made,  that  an  Additional  (irant  of  ,1*1(m;.(i()0 — 
be  now  made  for  the  sole  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  War.  — the 
Motion  was  withdrawn,  on  account  of  another  [Motion  made,  for 
an  Adjournment  [the  Meeting  bein  thire  ille<iihh'.} 
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Voted,  that  when  Uiis  Meeting  is  Adjourned  it  shall  be  to  Mon- 
day next  the  17"'.  Day  of  .July  Ins'.  3.  (.). Clock  Afternoon 
And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Monday  tlie  17"'.  Day  of  July  3.  OClock,  Afternoon  —  Met 
according  to  Adjournment 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that  Col°.  Proctor  be  directed,  to  pay 
to  one  Major,  two  Captains  and  four  Subaltron  Officers  appointed 
over  the  Towns  proportion  of  the  Militia  raised  by  a  Resolve  of 
the  General  Assembly  lately  Passed  ;  Six  hundred  Pounds  each,  in 
addition  to  the  former  Grants  of  Six  hundred  Pounds,  made  the 
seventh  of  July,  and  this  out  of  the  Moneys  to  be  raised  for  pay- 
ing the  Bounties  of  the  Men  raised  to  reinforce  the  Continental 
Army 

Voted,  that  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  aiul  Fifty  thousand 
Pounds,  be  raised  by  a  Tax  upon  [-I-IO.]  Polls,  and  Ustates,  within 
this  Town,  in  addition  to  the  Sum  of  three  hundred  Thonsand 
Pounds  already  granted  by  the  Town  for  the  sole  purpose  of  car- 
rying on  the  War  the  same  to  be  added  to  the  next  Tax,  —  also 

^'()ted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  impowered 
and  directed  to  l)orrow  a  Sum  of  Money,  not  exceeding  Two  hun- 
dred and  Fifty  Thousand  Pounds  in  addition  to  the  Three  hundred 
Thousand  Pounds  already  Voted,  b}'  the  Town  for  the  Sole  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  the  War,  and  that  said  Treasurer  give  his 
negotiable  Notes  to  the  respective  Lenders  on  Interest  for  the 
Sums  by  them  advanced,  the  Same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Tax, 
already  Issued 

It  was  then  IMoved,  that  this  Meeting  be  dessolved 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  dessolved 

[Several  entries  follow  out  of  chronological  order,  but  as  the}' 
appear  in  original.  —  W.  H.  W.] 

At  the  Adjournment  of  the  May  Meeting,  Wednesday  the  14"' 
Day  of  .Tune  10.  O. Clock  Forenoon 

General  Hancock  the  Moderator  of  the  Meeting,  and  Deacon 
Tudor  ihe  Moderator  Pro.  Tem".  not  attending  the  former  being 
Oblidged  to  attend  the  General  Assembly 

David  Jeffries  Esq'',  was  chosen  Moderator  during  the  absence 
of  General  Hancock  and  Deacon  Tudor 

[441.]  On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that  this  Meeting  be  Ad- 
journed to  the  Afternoon  4.  O. Clock,  in  hopes  of  a  more  general 
attendance  of  the  Inhabitants 

And  the  INIeeting  Avas  accordingly  Adjourned 

4.  O'clock  Afternoon  —  ]\Iet  according  to  Adjournment. 

As  very  few  of  the  Inhabitants  Attended,  a  Motion  \\as  made 
and  obtained,  that  when  this  Meeting  is  Adjourned,  it  shall  be  to 
Fryday  the  16th  of  June  4.  O'. Clock  Afternoon. 

A  Motion  was  then  made  but  did  not  obtain,  that  the  Town 
now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  proper  Allowances  to  the 
Schoolmasters,  &c. 

Adjourned  to  Fryday  next  4.  OClock  Afteruoou 
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Fi-yday  June  16''.  4.  C). Clock  Aftcniooii  —  Mot  aecordinti  to 
Adjoiirumeiit 

David  .Ict'frios  Esq'.  3Iodei:itor  Pro:  Teiii".  not  attending 
Deacon  Tudor  took  tlic  Chair 

On  a  Motion,  Voted,  that  wiien  this  Meeting  is  Adjournetl,  it 
sliall  be  to  3[oiiday  next.   1.  O. Clock  in  the  Afternoon 

On  a  Motion,  \'otetl,  that  the  'I'owii  Clerk  advertize  in  the 
several  News  Papers,  the  time  to  wiiicli  Meeting  stands  Adjourned 
also  that  grants  of  Money  are  tlien  to  he  made  for  the  School- 
masters, for  their  Salaries  itc.  and  other  imi)ort;int  business  to  be 
Transacted 

[l-l-'i.]  Adjourned  to  Moiid:iy  next  Iteiiig  being  the  19"'.  of 
June  Ins'.    I.  O. Clock  :  P:  31:    in  the  Afternoon 

Monday  June  10"'.  i.  O. Clock  P:  M:  ^let  accordino-  to  Adjourn- 
ment 

The  Comniiltee  appointinl  to  consider  of  proper  and  AdcMjuate 
Grants  to  the  School  Masters  —  Reported  —  wiiereui)on  a  Motion 
was  made  that  said  Ke[)ort  be  now  taken  up  and  acted  upon  — 
and  the  Question  being  accordingly  put  Passed  in  the  Negative 

The  Town  Treasurer  having  requested  that  he  might  be  im- 
powerod  to  procure  at  the  Towns  Expcnce  printed  Blanks,  that 
greater  dispatch  may  be  made,  in  giving  Notes  to  the  respective 
Subscribers  for  the  Sums  b}-  them  J.oaned  and  paid  into  the 
Town  Treasurer  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  ^fen  to  be  raised 
as  a  reinforcement  to  the  Continental  Army,  their  P>ountv,  Mileage 
&c  as  also  for  procuring  Shoes,  Stockings,  Sliirts  and  lilankets  — 
the  (Question  was  accordingly  put  —  and  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

Adjourned  to  Fryday  next  being  the  23''.  of  June  Ins'.  3. 
O. Clock   in  the   Afternoon 

Fryday  June  23''.  3  OClock  in  the  Afternoon  —  Mot  according 
to  Adjournment 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  the  Schoolmasters 
Salaries  being  again  read  ;  the  same  as  Amended  by  the  Town  is 
as  foHows  —  Viz'. 

[4l:o.]  The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  and  l\ei)ort 
proper  and  adequate  (i rants  to  the  Schoolmasters,  are  of  opinion 
—  that  M^  Samuel  Hunt  .AFastcr  of  the  South  (iramer  S(;hool.  be 
allowed  in  Specie  tlie  Sum  of  Ninety  Pounds,  for  Six  3IontIis 
Salary,  the  same  to  commence  the  first  of  3Iarch,  last,  or  a  Sum 
in  pajjor  ]Money  equal  to  the  Exchange,  said  Exchange  to  be  set- 
tled by  the  Se-lectmen  at  the  date  of  their  Draughts  for  paymi'ut 
according  to  tlie  rate  of  Gold  and  Silver  among  the  Meri'liants  — 
and  that  the  Master  of  the  North  Writing  School  have  an  Addi- 
tional allowance  of  fourteen  pounds  |)  Annuu)  for  House  Rent,  or 
the  Exchange  as  aforesaid  —  And  that  all  the  Towns  Sdiool- 
masters,  and  Ushers  receive  an  addition  to  their  Salaries  in  the 
same  proportion  and  manner 

Xa  rii.vMi.r.  Ai'iM.i'.roN  p  ( )rder. 

The  foregoing   Report  amended   having   been    again    read — the 
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Question  was  put,  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  —  Passed 
in  the  Affermative 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that  the  Town  will  support  the  Col- 
lectors of  Taxes  in  any  Advice  or  legal  Prosecutions  relative  to 
Collecting"  of  Taxes  which  the  Selectmen  shall  Judge  to  be  neces- 
sary ;  aud  the  Selectmen  are  directed  to  give  their  Draughts  on 
tlie  Town  Treasurer  tor  any  charge  that  may  arise  thereon 

On  a  Motion  made.  Voted  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  Report  at  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting,  what 
Sum  it  rs  necessary  for  the  Town  to  raise  in  order  to  defray 'the 
Charges  &  Expencies  of  the  Current  year ;  as  also  what  will  be  a 
proper  and  [44-4.]  Adequate  Allowance  to  the  Assessors  for 
their  services 

Voted  that  Ebenezer  Storer  Esq"'. 

William  Cooper 

Thomas  Daws  Esq''. 

M'.  Joseph  Bar'.el 

M''.  Samuel  Eliot 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday  next  the  23'',  [.s?'c]  Ins'.  4  O. Clock  in 
the  Afternoon 

Wednesday  June  28"'.  [.sv'c]  4.  O. Clock.  Afternoon  —  Met  accord- 
ing to  Adjournment 

Deacon  Tudor  in  the  Chair 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  Sums  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  Town  to  raise  to  defray  the  Charges  of  the  present 
Year,  as  also  what  will  be  a  proper  Allowance  to  the  Assessors 
for  their  servicies  —  Reported  whereupon  it  was  moved  and  Voted, 
that  the  consideration  of  this  Report  be  referred  to  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  this  Meeting 

Voted,  that  wlien  this  Meeting  is  Adjourned,  it  shall  be  to  Mor- 
mow.  12.  0. Clock  Forenoon 

Then  the  Meeting  was  Adjourned 

Wednesday  the  29"\  [sic]  Day  of  June  12,  O. Clock  Forenoon  — 
Met  according  to  Adjournment 

Deacon  Tudor 
in  the  Chair 

[445.]  The  several  Committees  chosen  by  the  Town  not 
being  able  to  Report  this  Forenoon  it  was  motioned  that  this 
Meeting,  be  Adjourned  to  5.  O. Clock  Afternoon 

Aud  the  ]\Ieetiug  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

5  O'clock  Afternoon  —  IVfet  according  to  Adjournment 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  allowance  to  the  As- 
sessors &c  was  again  re:ul,  and  being  amended  by  the  Town   is  as 
follows  -^  Viz'. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  Sums  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  Town  to  raise  to  defrey  the  Charges  of  the  Present 
ycai',  as  also  what  will  be  a  proper  allowance  to  the  Assessors  for 
their  Services  —  beg  leave  to  Report 


I>ir>TOX    Town    Rr.roi;i)S,    17>;().  149 

That  they  have  atteiuled  the  business  and  (Mi  due  consideration 
find  themselves  so  intiivly  unacfiuainted  with  the  affairs  of  the 
Town  and  tlie  usual  Charifes  espefially  in  the  present  lime,  as  to 
be  utterly  ineomi)itent  to  Judge  ol"  the  Sum  necessary  to  be  raised, 
and  would  then.'fore  humbly  suggest  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Gentelmen  Selectnu'n  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  who  are  much 
better  acquainted  with  the  State  of  the  Town,  and  consecjuentlv 
betti-r  al)le  to  .Judge  of  the  Sum  wanted 

The  Committee  further  Report,  That  in  their  Opinion  there 
ought  to  l)e  allowed  to  the  Assessors  from  the  2*^.  of  February  last 
Six  Shillings  p  Day  in  Silver  Mom-y,  or  Pa|)er  at  the  Kate  of 
Silver  and  Gold,  among  the  Merchants,  the  Exchange  to  be 
[44-<>.]  The  same  as  was  tiie  Selioolmasters ;  and  that  a  furtiier 
allowance  of  Two  Thousand  Pounds,  at  least  ought  to  be  made 
them  for  l)eing  kept  out  of  tlu'  Sum  due  to  them  for  past  Services 

The  foregoing  Report  as  amended  having  been  again  read  — 
the  Question  was  i)ut  —  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accejited  — 
Passed  in  the  Affermative 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Three  hundred  thousand  Pounds  be 
raised  by  a  Tax  upon  Polls  and  Kstales  within  this  Town  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Poor  and  defraying  other  necessary  Charges  ;  Fifty 
Thousand  Pounds  thereof  to  be  appr()})riated  for  the  support  of 
the  Almshouse  —  the  same  to  be  added  to  the  next  Tax 

On  a  Motion  made  \'oted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  [rAul  his 
Salary  (juarterly  as  the  Schoolmasters  are  drawn  for 

On  a  Motion  \'oted,  that  wlu^n  this  Meeting  is  Adjourned  it 
shall  be  to  the  First  Tuesday  in  August  next  10.  (J. Clock  P:  M: 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

August  1.  Tuesday  ;l.  O. Clock  P:  M:  ^let  according  to  Adjouin- 
ment 

Deacon  Tudcjr  and  Treasurer  .Jeffries  the  Moderators  Pro  Tern", 
being  absent 

[4-47.]  lion''".  Oliver  \Vendell  I'",s(j'.  was  chosen  .Moderator 
Pro  Tem". 

Cap'.  Hallard  one  of  the  Connnittee  relative  to  the  Nortli 
Battery  Reported  Verl)ally,  whereby  it  appeared  that  the  Title  of 
the  Towns  Lands  at  the  North  Pattery  was  cleai'  —  on  which  a 
Motion  was  made  and  carried 

That  the  Selectmen  l)e  desired  and  impowered  to  make  such 
an  improvement  of  the  'I'owns  I'Lstate  at  the  North  P>atlery  as  to 
them  shall  appear  most  for  the  Interest  of  the  Town 

On  a  ^lotion  made  \'oted,  that  the  .Selectmen  draw  for  the  Sum 
of  Twenty  live  hundred  Pounds,  in  faviour  of  the  Town  Treasurer 
on  Account  of  his  Salary  the  Current  Year 

On  a  Motion  \'oted.  that  the  Draught  now  issueil  by  the  Select- 
men in  faviour  of  the  Assessors  for  i'20.700  to  be  i)aid  out  of 
the  lirst  Moneys  that  shall  be  received  into  the  Treasury,  or  that 
the  Treasurer  be  impowered  to  give  his  Negotiabh;  Notes  on 
Interest  for  said  Sum 

On  a  Motion  made  by  M'.  Gray 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  give  the  Town  Clerk  a  draught  on  the 
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Treasurer  for  three  tliousaud  Pouuds  on  Aceouut  of  his  Salary  for 
the  present  Year,  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  impowered  to  give  his 
Negotiable  Notes  for  the  Same  on  Interest  if  desired 

A'oted,  that  all  Matters  and  things  unfinished  be  referred  to  the 
Next  General  Town  Meeting 

Then  the  Meetinsr  was  dissolved 


[448.]  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Male  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Boston  of  Twenty  one  Years  of  Age  and  upwards,  qualified  as 
the  Constitution  prescribes  and  legally  warned  in  Pubiick  Town 
Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneieul  Hall  on  Monday  the  4"'.  Dav  of 
September  A.D.  1780  —  9  O. Clock  A:  M 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev''.  M"'.  Lotherop 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  read 

A  Resolve  of  the  Convention  passed  the  16*.  Day  of  June  1780 
relative  to  tlie  choice  of  a  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  and 
Six  Senators  for  the  County  of  Suffolk  —  read 

Persons  Voted,  for  as  Governor  with  the  Number  of  Votes,  for 
each  Person  —  Viz'. 

Votes. 

Hon''''^.  James  Bowdoin  Esq"". (U 

Ilon'^'^  Samuel  Adams  Esq''.        ------  i 

Hon''".  John  Hancock  Esq''.    -------     858 

923 

On  a  Motion,  Voted,  that  the  Town  will  now  come  to  the  choice 
of  a  Lieutenant  Governor 

It  was  then  declared  by  the  Selectmen,  that  no  Votes,  will  be 
received,  but  such  as  are  unfolded,  and  that  they  purpose  the  Poll 
be  closed  at  One  O. Clock 

Persons  Voted,  for  as  Lieutenant  Governor,  with  the  Number 
of  Votes  for  each  Person  Viz*. 

Yotes. 

[449.]   Ilon'-'^  James  Bowdoin  Esq''. 30 

Hon''"''.  Samuel  Adams  Es(j['.        .-.--.  9 

Hon''''\  Jeremiah  Powell  Esq''.      ------  167 

Hon''''.  Benjamin   Greanleaff  Esq'', 2 

Hon'''"'.  Walter  Spooner      --- 8 

Hon'''^  Artemas  Ward  ---------  U 

Hon'''^  William  Sever  Esq'.     -------  4 

Hon'''''.  Thomas  Gushing  Esq'.      ------  4<J 

Hon'"''".  John  Hancock  Escf.    -------  2 

Hon''''\  Oliver  Wendell  Esq^  -------  3 

Hon'''''.  James  Warren  Esq''.    - 1 

Hon''''-.  John  Pitts  Esq.       --------  1 

William  Heath  Esq''.    -------  1 

Jonatlian  Jackson  Es(i'.   - 3 

John  Lowell  Esq'^.        -------  15 

Azor  Orn  Esq^ 20 

Caleb  Davis  Esq''.  -     -     - 4 
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Votoe 

'SV.  Edward  riroou 

.lames  Syllinian  Esq'. 

M'.  William  Deuuie 

M'.  Peter  Etles 


Adjourned  to  1  U'Clock  1*.  M: 

-J  (). Clock  P:  M:    ^Ii't  accordiug  to  Ad jouriimciit 

Oil  a  Motion  made  \'oted,  to  close  tlu'  I'oU  for  Senators,  at  (1 
O'C'lock 

On  a  Motion  made  N'oted,  to  reconsider  the  forei^oing  \'ote, 
and  that  the  Poll  for  Senators  be  closed  at  half  i)ast  Five  O'clock 

[450.]  Persons  \'<)ted,  for  as  Senators  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk  with  the  Number  of  Votes,  for  each  I'erson  —  W/J. 

Votes. 

Hon'"'''.  Thomas  Cushinii'  Es(j'.      -     .     .      -     .     .     ■)'■'>{ 
Hon''''.  Jeremiah  Powell  Esij'.      ------     -Jil 

Hoii'''^  John   Pitts  E^.q'.      --------     2.".i) 

Hon'''".  Jabez   Fisher  Esq^       .----_.     v>7;, 

Hon'''*.  Samuel  Nyles  Escj'.      -------     -j:,;! 

Increase  Sumner  Esq'.      - -i-'iO 

John  Lowell  Es({'.        -------        7.', 

Hou'"''-'.  Benjamin  While  Esq^      ------  c, 

Hon'"'''.  James  Howdoin  Esq'.       - .'il 

Hon'''-'.  Oliver  AVendell  Esq'.  -------       ;";(i 

Cotton  'I'uffts  Esq'.     -------  7 

Richard  Crancii  Esq'.        ------ 

Hon'*''.  Penjamiu  Austin  Esq'       - 

Caleb   Davis  Ks([\       ....... 

!\r.  .losepli  Barrel .     -     . 

Ellis  (iray  Esq'. 

AVilliam  Tudor  l-".sq'. 

Hon'''''.  1  lenry  (iardner  Esq'.   ------- 

.AP.  EdwaVd  Pavue -     -      .     - 

Hon''"'-.  William  Phillips  Esq'.       ------ 

Hou'''''.  Samuel  Adams  Es(]'.    ------- 

Samuel  Broom  Esq'.    ------- 

]\P.  Samuel  Deming -- 

Thomas  Daws  l'",sq'. 

Attested,  Copies  of  the  Persons  \'oted  for  as  Governor  Leu'. 
Governor,  and  Senators  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  were  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  this  State  and  the  Inclosed  sealed 
up  in  Town  ^Meeting,  Superscribed  as  follows  —  W/J. 

For 
[^1.>1.]      The  Hon'''.  Samuel  Adams  Esq'. 
Secretary 

of  the  Commonwealtii 

of  ^Massachusetts 
The  number  of  Votes,  of   the  Town  of  Boston  for  a  (Soveruor, 
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LifiUenaut  Governor,  and  Six  Senators  for  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
certified  within  and  Sealed  up  in  Town  Meeting 
Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  an  Other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  dul\^  qualified  and  legally  warned  in  publick 
Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Wednesday  the  11"\ 
Day  of  October  Anno  Domini  178U  — 10  O'Clock  Forenoon 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev'^.  M''.  Howard 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read 

A  Resolve  of  the  Convention  passed  the  16"'.  Da}'  of  June 
17<S0 — relative  to  the  Choice  of  Governor,  Lieu'.  Governor 
Senators  and  Representatives  —  read 

The  Town  having  determined  to  choose  Seven  Persons  to 
Represent  them  in  the  Great  ami  General  Court,  or  Assembly  to 
be  held  at  the  State  House  in  Boston  upon  Wednesday  the  25"\ 
Day  of  October  Current. 

[453.]  Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  Convention  passed  the  16"\ 
Day  of  June  last —  The  Inliabitauts  were  accordiuglv  directed,  to 
withdraw,  and  bring  in  their  Votes  for  Seven  Representatives,  and 
then  it  was  Declared  by  the  Selectmen  that  no  Votes  will  be  re- 
ceived, but  such  as  are  unfolded  ;  and  that  they  propose  the  Poll 
shall  be  closed  at  12.  O. Clock 

The  Votes  lieing  brought  in  for  Seven  Representatives,  the 
nunilier  of  the  same  were  found  to  be  One  hundred  Eighty  five  and 
upon  sorting  them  it  appeared,  that  the  following  Persons,  were 
chose  A'iz'. 

Votes 

Caleb  Davis  Esq^  --.----.-  181 

Thomas  Daws  Esq^     ------,  178 

John  Lowell  Esq'.  -.-----  181 

Thomas  Walley  Esq'.       ...     -     -     .  172 

Samuel  Austin  Es(|''.    -------  157 

John  Rowe  Esq'.    ------           -  179 

Samuel  Barrett  Esq'.  -------  150 

The  choice  of  Representatives  being  over,  and  declared  by  the 
Selectmen  ;  the  Inhal)itants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  loring 
in  their  Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting  in  order  that  the 
Town  may  proceed  in  transacting  the  Other  Affairs  Mentioned  in 
the  Warrant;  accordingly  the  Inhabitants  witlidrew  and  brought 
in  their  Votes,  and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared  that 

John  Lowell  Esq"". 
was  chosen  Moderator,  unanimously 

[453.]  The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  —  "To  consider  of 
the  Measures  that  shall  be  taken  for  procuring  Beef  for  the  Army 
in  conformit}'  to  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Assembly  passed  the 
25"'.  of  September  last"  —  was  read  —  whereupon  it  was  moved 
and  Voted,  that  a  Connnittee  be  now  appointed  to  take  this  Mat- 
ter into  consideration  and  Report  at  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meet- 
ing what  thev  shall  Judge  best  to  be  done  thereon  —  also 
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Voted,  tlint  Caleb  Davis  Es(f, 
Tlujiiias  Daws  Ks(|\ 
Nathaniel  Ai)pleton  Esq'. 
i\r.  Tlioinas  Walley 

iStephefi  lliggiusoii  l",s(j'. 
]\[^  Siunucl  Hiick 

Sainuol  Rugglcs  K.s(}'. 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

The  Article  in  the  VVaiiant  \'iz'.  •'  To  consider  wliether  Instruc- 
tions shall  be  given  to  the  Kei)resentalives,  tiiat  shall  l)e  chosen  " 
—  was  read,  and  after  some  debate  it  was  moved,  and  carried, 
that  the  further  consideration  tliereof  be  referred  to  the  Ad- 
journment 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \\/:.  •'  'I'o  consider  whether  anv 
INIeasures  shall  be  taken  relative  to  the  Towns,  Interest  at  South 
Battery."  — was  read  —  whereupon 

\'oted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  a  Committee  for  the  consideration 
of  this  Matter  and  to  Report  at  the  Adjournment 

[454. j  Voted,  that  when  this  ]\Ie(!tiug  be  Adjourn'd  it  be  to 
jNIonday  next.  10.  (). Clock  Forenoon 

On  a  ^Motion,  Voted,  that  the  Town  CkTk  ])e  directed  to  Xotify 
the  Inhabitants,  in  the  Thursdays  and  Mondays  i'apers  of  the  Time 
to  which  this  iNIeeting  may  be  Adjouriu'd.  and  that  business  whieh 
relates  to  the  Supply  of  the  Army  and  other  imi)ortant  matters  are 
then  to  be  acted  upon  — also 

Voted,  that  this  JNIeeting  l)e  Adjourned  to  .Monday  next  lieing 
the  10"'.  Instant.  10.  OClock     "        ' 

^Monday  October  l(i''.  lil.O. Clock  Forenoon — ]Met  accoiding  to 
Adjournment 

On  a  ]\Iotion,  Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  lie  dii'ected  to  enjoin 
the  Attendance  of  four  Constables  at  least  with  tiie  liadge  of  their 
Ollice  at  all  Town  Meetings,  and  the  Adjournment  of  such 
Meetings. 

The  Committee  appointeil  to  consider  and  Report  some  ^Method 
to  be  Adopted  by  the  Town  to  enable  them  to  comi)ly  with  a  \\v({- 
uisition  of  the  General  Court  of  the  25"'.  of  Se[)tember  lust  for 
su[iplying  the  Army  with  lU'cf  have  attended  that  service,  and 
Re[)orted  accordingly  —  the  following  \'otes,  in  conformi  y  t(T  said 
Report  were  passed  by  the  Town   Viz'. 

Wiiereas  an  immediate  complyance  with  the  Recpiisition  of  the 
2.")"'.  of  September  last  for  sup|)lying  the  Army  witlilJeef  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  »&  essential  [45.").]  to  the  Safety  of  this  and  the 
I'nited  States,  a  consideration  which  has  always  raised  and  ani- 
mated the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  to  the  most  JManly  and  Spirited 
exertions,  and  as  the  ■Money  cannot  be  Collected  by  Taxes  in 
season  to  make  the  necessary  purchases — therefore 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  impowered 
and  directed  to  borrow  a  Sum  not  exceeding  Six  Thousand  two 
hundred  and  Fifty  pounds  of  the  new  Emission  —  and  to  intluce 
Gentelmen  of  Profjerty  the  more  readily  and  Speedily  to  advance 
their  3Ionevs,  and  as  an  allowance  for  any  incouvejiience  the   Per- 
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sons  lending  may  sustain  by  hastely  raising  tlie  Same  —  The 
Treasurer  is  liereby  directed  to  give  liis  Notes  upon  Interest  pay- 
able in  three  Months  with  an  allowance  of  five  p  C.  on  the  same, 
on  or  before  the  Thirteenth  Day  of  October  Ins'.  ;  said  Money  to 
be  appropriated  solely  for  the  complying  with  the  Requisition 
aforesaid,  and  for  carrying  on  the  War 

And  the  more  effectually  to  prevent  any  Injustice  being  done 
either  to  the  Town  or  the  Lender 

Voted,  that  the  Notes  given  by  the  Treasurer  shall  be  in  I  lie 
form  following  —  Viz'. 

Boston  —  178U. 
In  pursuance  of  a  Vote  of  the  Town  passed  the  16"'.  of  October, 
1780.  Borrowed  and  received  of:  A:  B.  the  sum  of  the  new 
Emission  to  enable  the  Town  to  comply  with  a  Requisition  of  the 
General  Court  of  the  25"'.  of  September  last  to  procure  Beef  for 
the  Army;  which  Sum  I  promise  to  repay  said  A:  B.  [456.]  Or 
Beare-r  in  Three  Months  from  the  above  date,  with  LawfuU  Interest 
for  the  Same  till  paid,  the  sum  so  repaid  to  be  e(iual  in  value  to 
the  sum  received,  in  the  Judgement  of  the  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Town  to  determine  the  same 

Voted,  that  John  ScoUay  Esq^ 

M''.  Edward* Payne 

Ezekiel  Price  Esq^ 

be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

And  whereas  Strict  Justice  as  well  as  the  strictest  policy  dictates 
that  the  Treasurer  should  be  enabled  punctually  to  discharge  said 
Notes  at  tlie  time  limetted  for  Payinent 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Two  hundred  and  Fifty  thousand  Pounds 
in  Continental  Bills  of  Credit  equal  to  the  sum  of  SixThousand  two 
hundred  and  Eifty  Pounds  of  the  new  Emission  be  in)mediately 
Assessed  on  the  Polls,  and  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town 
which  Sums  the  Assessors  are  hereby  directed  to  add  to  the  Town 
Tax  they  are  now  making  to  be  appro{'/riated  s(jley  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid 

And  whereas  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  ]Moneys  should 
be  immediately  Collected,  to  [)revent  the  Town  being  subjected  to 
pay  a  large  fine  in  case  of  delay,  and  that  the  business  may  be  ex- 
pidited  as  much  as  possible 

Voted,  that  Stephen  Higginsou 
Samuel  Breck 
Ellis  Gray 
[■457.]  Samuel  Broom 

Leonard  Jarvis 
Isaac  Smith 
Josiah  Waters  Esq', 
he  a  Committee  to  apply  to  the  Inhabitants  for  an  Immediate  loan 
of  ]Money  to  the  Town  for  the   purposes  and  on  the  Conditions  ns 
aforesaid  as  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  employ  one  or  more  trusty 
Person  or  Persons  to  Collect  the  Money  that  may  be  Subscribed 
—  also 

Voted,  that  John  Lucas  Y^sq'.  ' 

Cap'.  Amasa  Davis 
j\P.  Ebenezer  Dorr 
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be  a  Coininitteo  to  rocoive  tho  ^loiiey  of  the  Town  Treasurer  or 
siieli  pai-t  of  it  as  shall  be  necessary  to  enable  tiie  Town  to  com- 
ply with  the  Ivequisition  aforesaitl  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Coin- 
niittee  ai)poiutetl  l)y  the  (leneral  Court  to  [lurehase  Supplies  for 
the  Army  or  to  their  Order  takint:;  duplicate  iieceipts  therefor 
A<irceal)le  to  the  directions  given  in  said  Ivcsolve  of  the  (ieneral 
Court  —  also 

Voted,  that  the  Collectors  of  T:i\es  be  and  thev  herein-  are 
directed  to  take  the  Notes  tiiven  l»y  tiie  Treasurei'  for  the  altove 
purpose  in  [jaymeut  for  the  'I'ax  levied  to  Hedeeni  said  Notes, 
Allowing  the  Interest  that  may  be  due  thereon,  "Jnid  the  Treasurer 
is  directed  to  receive  them  of  the  Colh-ctors,  accordingly  iu  pay- 
ment of  saiil  Tax 

The  Committei!  appointtMl  to  consider  whether  anv  Measui-es 
shall  be  taktui  relative  to  the  'I'owns  Interest  at  the  South  Uatterv 
—  Heported  that  they  were  not  as  yet  able  to  Kei)ort  these  .Matters 
at  large 

[-t.'i.S.]  \'oted,  that  tlu'  Selectmen  be  directed  to  lay  before 
the  Town  at  the  next  (General  Town  JNIeeting  a  Slate  of  the  Towns 
Keal  Estate,  and  to  insert  in  the  Warrant  of  said  Meeting  a 
Clause  for  considering  the  expediency  of  disposing  of  any  jtart  of 
the  Towns  Lands  on  the  Neck  or  elsewhen; 

Voted,  that  Kichard  Devens  Ksq"". 
KUis  Cray  Kscj''. 
Nathaniel  Appleton  Ks(|'. 
Ste})hen  lligginson  Ks(|''. 
William  Cooper  Ks(('. 
be  a  Committee   to  prei)are   Iustru(;tions   for  our  Re[)resentatives, 
and  Report  the  same  at  the  next  .Meeting 

Voted,  that  all  Matters  unliuislied  at  this  .Meeting  be  referred 
over  to  the  next 

On  a  .Motion,  N'oted,  that  the  'I'hanks  of  this  Town  be  and 
hereby  are  given  to  the  Hon''',  .bdm  Hancock  Ivsiy.  for  his  .>^er- 
vices  as  a  Representative  a  Numl)er  of  years  past  —  The  Town  at 
the  same  Time  cannot  but  exi)ress  their  high  Satisfaction  of  the 
present  of  his  being  Seen  in  a  Department  of  this  Commonwealth, 
where  his  Ability  and  disinterested  Zeal  foi'  the  Secnriety  and 
wellfare  of  this,  and  the  other  I'nited  States  may  be  njore  con- 
spicuously displayed,  than  in  any  Ollice  that  is  within  the  power 
of  this  Town  nlone  to  bestow — also  Voted  that  the  Town  Clerk 
present  him  with  an  attested  Copy  of  this  \'ote 

[4oi).]      Then  the  .Meeting  was  dissolved 


At  a  ^Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  anil  Other  Tnliabitants  of  the 
Town  of  lioston  at  Faneiiii  Hall  M<mtlay  the  oO'''.  Day  of  ( )etol)er 
17<S0 

The  Inhabitants  met,  and  it  appearing  tliat  there  had  beiMi  an 
omission  of  the  Constables  iu  not  warning  Ward  N".  1.  the  .Meet- 
ing was  conse(]ueutly  set  aside 
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At  a  Meeting  of  tlie  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  lloston  duly  qualified  and  legally  warned,  in  publick 
Town  Meeting,  Assembled  at  Faueuil  Hall  on  Thursday  the  2''. 
Day  of  November  Anno  Domini  1780 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meetino-  —  read 

The  Iniiabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting,  and  the  same  bei-no- 
brought  in  and  Sorted,  it  appeared  tliat 

E^llis  Gray  Esq'',  was  chosen  Moderator 

The  Committee  appointed  at  a  late  Meeting  to  prepare  a 
Draught  of  Instructions  for  our  Representatives  in  General  As- 
semblv  Reported  the  following  Draught  —  WzK 

[JrGO.]  To  Caleb  Davis  Esq^ 

John  Lowell  Esq"". 
Thomas  Dawes  Esq^ 
M'-.  Thomas  Walley 
M^  Samuel  Austin 
John  Rowe  Esq^  and 
Samuel  Barrett   Esq^ 
Gentlemen 

Your  Appointment  at  this  important  Crisis  is  a  high  Testimoney 
of  tlie  Publick  Affection,  to  you,  and  of  their  confidence  in  your 
aliilities  and  integrity  :  But  as  we  judge  you  wish  to  feel  your- 
selves supported  by  your  constituents  in  the  Discharge  of  your 
Duly,  we  have  seen  fit  to  give  you  the  following  Instructions; 
And  we  Depend  upon  the  utmost  exertion  of  your  influence  to 
carry  them  into  effect.  We  are  now  entered  upon  a  new  form  of 
Government,  and  from  the  excellency  of  its  constitution,  if  rightly 
administred,  we  might  promise  ourselves  much  Publick  felicity. 
—  P>ut  our  existence  under  any  forms  of  freedom  or  happiness, 
depending  upon  our  success  against  that  Power  whose  yoke  we 
have  shaken  Off,  we  consider  an  Attention  to  the  Army  as  a 
Matter  of  the  highest  importance  to  us,  and  what  ought  to  be  the 
iirst  Object  of  your  regards :  —  We  therefore,  most  solendy 
enjoin  it  upon  you  to  take  immediate  steps  for  filling  up  our 
quota  during  the  War  ;  and  to  provide  for  the  Supply  of  every 
thing  necessary  for  the  comfort  &  Convenience  of  both  Officers 
and  Men  ;  — and  we  conceive  that  it  is  liighly  expedient  that  their 
pay  hencefortl\  be  made  in  Gold  or  Silver  [4(31.]  And  all  prom- 
ises to  them  punctually  Complied  with  \  —  even  a  Momentary  in- 
attention to  their  wants  we  consider  as  highly  criminal 

At  a  Time  when  our  resources,  our  Alliances  and  abilities  are 
greater  than  ever,  we  beliold  the  iiidependance  of  our  country 
w^ounded  and  strugling  under  the  loss  of  Publick  Faith,  without 
enquiring  into  the  Policy  of  former  Administrations,  or  ci'imi- 
nating  them  or  ourselves  for  mistaken  ideas  of  finance,  — we  con- 
ceive that  Publick,  and  Private  credit  rests  upon  the  same  basis 
of  integrity  and  honour,  of  ecconimy  and  punctuality  :  —  and  we 
instruct  you  to  revise  all  the  Laws  now  existing  with  Respect  to 
our  pa[)er  currency,  and  to  use  your  influence  to  Obtain  a  Repeal 
of  any  part  of  them  which  may  appear  inconsistent  with  these 
principles. 
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Taught  bj'  oxpcriLMicc,  that  all  hind  cnihargoc'S,  all  comincrcial 
restriclioiis  betwiu'ii  tho  several  States,  are  e<jiitrary  ot  Soiiixl 
policy  and  those  social,  and  Friendly  princiijles  which  unite  onr 
common  Interest,  we  direct  you  by  no  means  to  consent  to  them 
—  On  the  Other  hand,  we  have  Seen  with  concern,  an  ellieit 
Trade  carrying  on  with  our  inveterate  Knemies,  this  we  conceive 
to  be  highly  opposed  to  all  the  l'rincii)les  of  Policy  and  AVisdom. 
inconsistant  with  our  Pretentions,  injurious  to  our  generious  Allies, 
and  what  ought  to  be  prohibited  under  the  severiest  penalties. 

'I'he  frequent  escape  of  Prisoners  of  War  is  so  alarming  —  in  it- 
self, and  so  dishonourable  to  our  police,  as  to  re(piire  an  imme- 
(bate  Kemedy  —  we  Object  not  to  their  enjoying  all  the  Priviledges 
of  humanity  which  their  Situation  and  ours  will  Admit  of  ;  [-Ki'-i.] 
lint  surely  these  ought  not  to  o[)erate  as  a  facility  of  escaping  so 
injurious  and  disreputable  to  us 

The  i)rotection  of  our  two  long  neglected  sea  c(»asts,  is  so 
important,  and  what  comes  so  Naturally  under  tlie  concern  of  the 
Representatives  of  a  commercial  City,  that  we  think  it  needless  to 
Instruct  you  upon  it.  An  eutiuirey  into  the  State  of  the  Treasury, 
and  a  fre(juent  Adjustment  of  that  and  all  other  Publick  Accounts. 
A  knowlidgo  of  the  Publick  del)ts,  and  the  provissions,  made  for 
the  Discharge  of  them,  are  certainly  within  the  Line  of  your  Duty. 

Cultivate  a  frequent  correspondence  with  our  Sister  Statt-s, 
acquaint  yourselves  with  their  Wants  and  icsources,  by  a  reciproc- 
ity of  (Jood  OlHces,  Mutual  Affection  will  be  encreased,  and  by 
a  union  of  force  the  Designes  of  our  enemies  will  l)e  Defeated. 

In  a  Word,  make  onr  most  excellent  Constitution  the  Pule  of 
your  Conduct ;  be  governed  In*  its  principles,  and  permit  no  law 
contrary  to  them  to  take  place  ;  cherish  the  Interest  of  literature 
and  the  sciences,  of  Virtue  and  piety;  and  you  cannot  fail  of 
that  highest  reward  in  a  re[)ublick.  the  approbation  of  your  Fellow 
Citizens 

The  foregoing  l\e})ort  having  Ix'cn  read  &  cousidei-(  d  ;  the 
(Question  was  put  —  \'i/,'.  —  ^\'hether  the  Same  shall  be  accepted  — 
Passed  in  the  Affermative 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  W/J.  —  To  receive  the  Peport  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  obtain  Sid)scri|)tioiis  f(jr  [)rocuring  Beef 
for  the  Army"  was  read,  and  the  Committee  having  Reported 
verbally;  Avere  enjoined  [4(515.]  To  proceed,  in  filling  up  the 
iSultscription  Paper   [(Inplicate  enfrif  in  orujinal. — W.  II.  W.] 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant.  \'i//.  ■ — To  receive  the  Ive[)ort  <jf 
the  Committee  appointed  to  01)tain — Subscriptions  for  i)i-ucuring 
lieef  for  the  Army."  was  read,  and  the  Conuniltee  having  Re- 
ported verbally:  were  enjoined  to  proceed,  in  lilling  up  the 
Subscription   Pa|)er. 

The  Article  in  the  AVarraut  Viz'.  To  consider  what  Measures 
shall  be  taken  with  respect  to  seveial  Persons  who  an'  taxed  in 
this  town  while  Resident  in  other  Towns"  —  was  read  —  where- 
upon—  Voted,  that  the  Selectmen,  be  and  hereby  are  Authorized, 
and  impowered.  to  settle  these  disj)utes  by  referreuce  or  other- 
ways 

The  Article  in  the  \\'arraut  A'iz'.  "To  consider,  the   I'eliliou  of 
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Cap'.  Gustavers  Fellows,  that  he  may  be  paid  what  is  due  to  him 

from  the  Towu  in  Moneys  equal  in  value  to  the  Money  he  has 

advanced" — was  read,  whereupon  —  Voted,  that 

John  ScoUay  Esq\ 

Ezekiel  Price  Esq^ 

M'.  Edward  Payne 

be  a  Committee    to  examine  his    Account,   and   determine   what 

Money  is  due  to  him  in  equity 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'. — To  consider  of  the  cx- 
pedienc}'  of  disposmg  of  any,  part  of  the  Towns  Lands  on  tlie 
Neck  or  elsewhere  —  read  —  whereupon  after  some  debate,  it  was 
moved  and  carried,  that  the  further  consideration  of  tiiis  JNIatter 
be  referred  to  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  in  March  next 

[4:(>4.]  On  a  Motion  Voted,  tliat  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  an  Address  to  his  Excellency  John  Hancock  Esq"",  con- 
gratulating him  on  his  late  appointment  to  the  Chief  Seat  of 
Govermeut  in  this  Commonwealth  —  &c. 

Voted,  that  Ellis  Gray  Esq',  the  Moderator 
William  Cooper 
John  Brown 
Ezekiel  Price  Esq''. 
M^  Tuttle  Hubbard 
David  Jeffries  P^sq''. 
William  Tudor  Esq''. 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 
Adjourned  to  Saturday  next.  11.  O'Clock 

Saturday  November  4*.  Met  According  to  Adjournment 

The  Connnittee  appointed  to  draught  an  Address  to  His  Excel- 
lency Governor  Hancock,  on  his  advancement  to  the  chief  Seat  of 
Government  in  this  Commonwealth  Reported  as  follows  Viz'. 

May  it  please  your  Plxcellency 

The  Freeholders  &  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  in  Town 
Meeting  Assembled  with  great  respect  and  Sincere  pleasure  take 
this  early  apportunity  to  congratulate  your  PZxcellency  on  your 
Appointment  as  first  Governor  of  tlie  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, by  the  almost  unanimous  Suft'erages  of  the  People  — 

[4(>.">.]  The  early  and  decisive  part  taken  by  your  Excellency 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  contest  —  the  warmth  of  your 
patriotiek  Affecliou  evinced  in  the  sacrifises  you  have  made,  and 
tlie  great  Assiduity  with  which  you  have  diecharged  the  various 
Trusts,  reposed  in  you,  affords  the  brightest  prospect,  that  your 
Talents  will  still  be  employed,  witli  honor  &  Success,  in  promoting 
the  security  and  Wellfare  of  this  &  the  Otlier  United  States. 

That  generous  concern  you  have  always  expressed  for  the  In- 
terest of  this  Metropolis,  is  a  pleasing  pledge  that  the  Interest 
with  which  the  general  Good  is  so  nearly  connected,  will  now  be 
more  peculiarly  taken  under  3'our  Excellencies,  fiatronage  and 
protection 

Your  Excellency  may  rely  upon  our  contributing  every  thing  in 
our  power  to  promote  the  ease  &  happiness  of  your  Administra- 
tion 
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'J'lic  foi('goii);4-  RoixM't  li;i\iiig  Ixhmi  read  ami  considered  —  the 
(.Question  was  put  —  \'i/.'.  —  Whether  the  Town  will  accept  the 
Same  —  passed  in  the  Afferinative,  unaninioiislv  —  also  — 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Clerk  prepare  a  tail'  draught  of  this 
Address  &  that 

Ellis  (Jiay  Esq'.  Moderator 
William  Coo[)er 
John  Brown 
Ezekiel  Price 
Tattle  Hubbard 
David  .letTi'ies 
William  Tuilor  Es(|'. 
[4(»(>.]      Be    and  hereby  are    appointed   a  Committee  to  wait 
ii|)()n  his  Excellency,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Town,  to  present  him 
with  said  Address 

On  a  Moti(Mi  made  —  Voted,  that  this  Meetinii'  be  Adjourned  to 
the  14"'  Day  of  November  next  —  ."J.  O. Clock  Afterncjon 

Tuesday  November  14"\  1 7S().  ;5.  O.Cl.Hk  V:  M:  Mc\  accord- 
ing to  Adjournment 

M^  CJ^ray  the  Moderator  of  this  ^Meeting  having,  acquainted  the 
Town  that  he  was  so  unwell  as  not  to  be  able  to  give  his  attendance 
at  this  Meeting 

The  Inhabitants  were  then  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in 
their  Votes,  for  a  Moderator  Pro  Tern",  ami  the  same  being  brought 
in  and  sorted,  it  api)eared  that 

Ezekiel  Price  Esq"^. 
was  chosen  Moderator  Pro  :  Tem". 

The  Committee  ai)pointed  to  present  the  Atldress  of  the  Town 
to  his  Excellenc}'  the  (ioverner  reporte(l,  that  liis  Excellency  was 
pleased  to  Return    the   following  Answer  —  Viz'. 
AP.  Moilerator  and  Gentleimni 

The  high  esteem  in  whicli  1  have  always  held  the  respectnlile  In- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Boston,  hightt-ns  the  pleasure  with  which 
I  receive  their  kind  and  AtTectionate  Address.  —  To  their  cander 
[4:(>7.]  and  good  ^Vill  I  am  indebted  for  my  first  ap[K'arance 
iu  publick  Character,  and  this  debt  is  greatlev  enlarged  by  their 
kind  acceptance  of  my  feeble  efforts,  to  i)romote  the  securiely  and 
wellfare  of  this  and  the  Other  United  States  — ■  Tlu!  assurance  of 
their  support  in  the  discharge  of  tlie  important  trust  now  reposed 
in  me  bv  the  Peo[)le  of  this  Commonwealth,  is  greatly  animating 
and  demanils  iny  gratitude  —  It  must  ever  be  my  inclination  and 
study,  as  it  is  my  indisputal)le  dnt>-,  to  promote  as  far  as  I  ant 
able,  the  i)rosperity  of  this  Metropolis,  with  whit'h  the  general 
Gofxl  is  so  nearly  connectiMl  ;  and  the  Success  (.)f  every  IMeasuie 
for  this  piir|)ose,  will  Add  to  iih>-  hap[)iness 
Boston    November  <)'''.    1  T.'^O. 

John    Hamix  k 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of  Ca]*'.  (Jus- 
tavus  P\'lli)ws  that  he  may  be  paid  what  is  dui'  to  iiim  from  tiie 
Town,  in  Monies  equal  in  value  to  the  Money  he  has  Advanced  " 
—  Reported  and  after  some  debate  had  thereon,  it  was  Moved  and 
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Voted,  that   the  consideration  of  this  Petition  he  referred  over  to 
the  Adjournment 

The  Meeting  was  tlien  Adjourned  to  Fvvday  next — 3.  O.ClocIc 
in  the  Afternoon 

Fryday    the    17"^   Day   of    November  1780.  3.  O. Clock  P:  M: 
Met  according  to  Adjournment  — 

M'.  Gray  in  the  Cliair 
The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  demands  of  Cap'. 
Gustavus  Fellows,  and  determine  [4:(>8.]  what  Moneys  is  due  to 
him  in  equity,  the  Sum  of  Twenty  one  Thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty  eight  Pounds  nine  .Shillings  and  two  pence  IMoney  of  the  Old 
Emission  for  Moneys  by  him  Advanced  for  the  Town  — Also  that 
there  is  due  to  him  the  Sum  of  twelve  Tiiousaud  eight  hundred  and 
Ninety  five  pounds,  nine  Shillings  and  two  pence,  being  the  real 
depreciation  of  Currant  Money  —  between  October  1778.  when 
Cap'.  P'ellows  lent  the  Town  —  Fourteen  hundred  and  Five  pounds 
Ten  Shillings,  the  25"\  June  1779  — the  time  he  received  it 

John  Scollay.  Ezekiel  Price 
The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read,  and  considered  —  the 
Question  was  put   Viz'.    Whether  the  same  shall   be  accepted  — 
Passed  in  the  Affermative 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  tliat  all  Matters  and  things  unfinislied  at 
this  Meeting  be  referred  over  to  the  next  General  Town  Meeting- 
Then  the  Meeting  was  dessolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  an  Other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  qualified  and  legaley  warned  ;  in  publiek 
Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  P^aneuil  Ilall  ou  Tuesday  the  12"'. 
Day  of  Decend)er  A:D:   1780 

Warrant  for  calling  the  JNIeeting — read 

[469.]  The  Inhabitants  having  given  their  Votes  for  a 
Moderator,  and  the  same  being  sorted  &c  —  it  appeared,  that 

John  Lowell  Esq'', 
was  chosen  Moderator  of  this  Meeting 

Resolve  of  the  General  Assembly  relative  to  raising  Recruits  for 
the  Continental  Army  - —  read 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant.  'N'iz'.  —  '•  'J'o  agree  and  determine 
upon  the  l^est  and  most  ellicatious  IMeaus  for  the  speedy  raising 
this  Towns  proportion  of  effective  IMeu  for  the  Continental  Army 
as  pointed  out  and  recommended,  liy  the  Resolve  aforesaid  "  — 
was  read,  and  after  considerable  debate,  it  was  Moved  and  Voted, 
that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  the  Resolve  of  the  General 
Court  for  raising  this  Towns  proportion  of  ]\Ien  for  the  Continental 
Army  into  Consideration,  and  Report  what  INIoasures  they  shall 
Judge  best  to  be  ado[)ted  by  the  Town  for  cariying  the  same  into 
speedy  execution  —  also 

Voted,  that  John  Lowell  Esq^ 
Cop.  Proctor 
Ellis  Gray  F;sq\ 
Cap'.  Sarsou  Belcher 
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Col".  Daws 

D^  ,I:irviK 

Col".  Josfpti  We  hi) 

Cap'.  Aiiiasa  Davis 

-loliii  ( Jrcenoii^h  Ksrf. 
bo  a  Coiiimitteo  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

[ITO.  1     Oil    a    .Motion     Voted,    that    when    tliis    ^Mcotint;    is 
Adjourni'd,  it  1)0  Adjonined   to  to  Morrow  Afternoon,  .'}.  C)"Cl(K'k 
then  to  meet  at   tiie  Kepresentatives  ('hanil)er 
Then  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjoiniied 


Wednesday  December  the  l.'V''.  ."!.  (). Clock  I":  M:  met  at  tiie 
Representatives  Chamber  accoi-ding  to  Adjournincnt 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prejiare  a  jilan  for  raiding  this 
Towns  projjortion  of  3Ien  for  the  Continental  Army,  Agreeal)le  to 
the  Resolve  of  the  (General  Court  of  the  "i'.  Day  of  Deceml)er 
Instant  Rejmrt  as  their  Opinion,  that  the  same  lie  raised  in  the 
following  Manner  —  \'i/'. 

That  the  one  hundi'ed  and  Eighty  one  ^len  recpiired  be  appor- 
tioned on  the  several  Wards  of  the  'I'own  in  the  projjortion  here- 
after stated  —  \\/J. 

AVnrd  ------     X".     1  ...  -  ;^  :\ren 

Ward -2  -     -     -  -  :> 

Ward  - 3  -           -  -  G 

Ward  ------  4  -     -     -  -  ,s 

AVard  ------  ,-,....  s 

Ward C,  ,     -     .  -  1 7 

Ward 7  -     -     -  -  12 

Ward  ------  ,s  -     -     -  -  11) 

AVard  ------  ;i  -     -     -  -  2.S 

Ward  -.----  10  .      -      .  -  i>(; 

Ward  ------  1  1  .     -     -  .  :>(; 

Ward 12  -      -      -  -  L';j 

[471.]  And  that  a  Connnitlee  be  chosen  of  two  Pei-sons  in 
each  ''iN'ard,  and  another  at  Large  for  each  Ward  to  Class  the 
several  Inhabitants  in  the  respective  Wards,  into  as  many  Classes, 
as  there  are  Soldiers  to  be  raised  in  eaeh  Ward,  anil  to  form  their 
Classes  in  such  manner  as  to  make  the  Several  Classes  as  nearly 
e(jual  in  pro|ierty  and  in  nund)er  of  Polls,  as  may  be  with  conven- 
ience and  that  the  imsiness  be  innnediati'ly  done  it  Report  made 
to  the  Town  for  their  acce[)tance  at  a  very  slu)rt  Adjonrinnent 

John   LoAVKi.i,  p  Older 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read — ^  after  loiige  deli:itt> 
had  thereon  the  Question  was  put — \'i/,'.  '•  Whether  tiiis  Ri'port 
shall  be  accepted  —  Passed  in  the  Alfermative  - — also 

Ward 
Voted,  that  .Tohn  R.  Si-onev     -- 1. 

Cap'.  Silas  Atkins 
Col".  Proctor 
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Ward 

Capt  Elias  Parkman ■> 

M^  Henrv  Kohey 
Cop.  Sy mills 

Cap'.  John  Wells 3 

Cap'.  Nath'.  Fellows 
M^  Daniel  Parker 

M'.  Saniiiol  Parkinau -.4. 

CoP.  Francis  Shaw 
Cap'.  John  Ballard 

Cap'.  William  Mackey 5. 

Cap'.  John  Pnllino- 
CoP.  Nathaniel  Barber 

Ward 

[473.]  Deacon  Samuel  Barret 6. 

W.  Moses  Gi-ant 

Cap'.  Alexander  llodgden 

M'.  Nathan  Frazier       -------..     7 

Cap'.  Job  Piince  Sun'. 
Eliis  Gray  lilsq'. 

Cai)'.  John  LMngdon ..g 

Stephen  Iligginson  Es(p     ------__ 

Jotsei)h  Bairell  Esq'. 

i\P.  BartlP.  Kneelaud  --------     .9. 

AP.  Leonard  Jarvis 
Cap'.  Sarson  Belcher 

Thomas  Walley       -----.-_.     .jq, 
CoP.  .loseph  Webb 
CoP.  Thomas  Daws 

M''.  John  Tilestou  11 

M^  Joseph  Peirce 
Deacon  John  Preston 

John  Lucas  Esq'.  ■  12 

M'.  ILirman  Brimmer 
CoP.  Josiah   Waters 

be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  Class,  the  several 
AYards,  as  permitted  by  a  late  Resolve  of  the  General  Assemlilyof 
this  Commonwealth  relative  to  raising  Men  for  the  Continental 
Army  passed  the  29"'.  of  November  last 

[4:7.'>.]  On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  a  Coramitttee  be  now  appointed 
to  consider  and  Report,  the  best  plan  for  inlisting  this  Towns  pro- 
portion of  the  Continental  Army 
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Voted,  that  Col".  Proctor 

C'ol'\  Joseph  We  I  ill 
Nath'.  Appleton  Ivsif. 
Cap'.  Gowan  Brown 
Major  Melville 
1)0  a  Comniittee  for  tlie  purpose  aforesaid  to  Report  as  Soon  as  may 

1)6 

On  a  3Iolion  \'oted.  that  the  Constables  of  the  Town,  be  di- 
rected to  Notify  the  foregoinu'  Conmiittee  to  niei-t  at  the  Select- 
niens  Chamber  to  Morrow  Moniiii<^  '.).  (). Clock.  I*"orenoon 

On  a  Motion  \'oted,  that  the  Assessors  and  Collectors  of  Taxes, 
be  desired  to  let  the  Committee  for  Classing  the  Inhabitants  have 
the  use  of  their  Hooks,  as  they  may  have  occasion 

Adjourned  to  Fryday  next  '.].  O. Clock  Afteruuon  theu  to  njeet 
at  the  Kepresentatives  Chiimber 

Fryday  the  ].">"'.  Day  of  Decemlier  •').  O.Clock  Ai  teiiiouii.  Met 
according"  to  AdjoMrniiient 

The  Committee  of  Five  appoiiiteil  to  devise  a  plan  for  the  Kais- 
ing  this  Towns  Fropoitiou  of  Men  for  the  Continental  Army  — 
Reported  and  the  same  being  read,  and  debate  had  thereon,  it  was 
motioned  and  carried  that  the  further  Consideration  of  the  [474.] 
Report,  be  referred,  till  the  Committee  for  Classing  have  made 
Report 

Tlie  Reports  of  the  12  Committees  ai>poinlt'd  for  Classing  tlw. 
Inhabitants  in  the  several  Wards  was  laid  before  tlie  Town  l)y  the 
respective  Committees,  and  the  same  having  been  read  and  Con- 
sidered—  whereupon  \'oted,  that  the  Several  Reports,  be  accepted, 
saving  those  of  the  Committees  for  Wards  N".  8.  9.  &  10  which 
were  amended  ;  and  the  Question  being  i)ut  Viz'.  Whether  the  said 
Reports  as  amended  be  accepted  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Five  relative  to  the  best  niethod 
of  lulisting  this  Towns  proportion  of  Men  for  the  Continental 
Army  again  taken  up  and  after  considerable  debate  had  thereon  — 
it  was 

Voted,  that  this  Report  bt' ComniittiMl  to  a  Committee  now  to  be 
chosen,  who  are  desired  to  take  it  into  a  new  draught  and  Report 
to  the  Town  as  soon  as  may  be  also 

Voted,  that  Stei)iien  IIi«>ginson  F,s(i'". 
Ellis  (iray  Es(i'. 
M\  .loseph  Peirce 
l)e  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

The  foregoing  Committee  having  Rei)orted,  and  the  Same  being 
read  and  considered,  after  some  Aujendments,  &c  agreeable  to 
said  Report,  —  it  was 

Voted,  that  Col".  .losiah  Waters 
.John  Lucas  Es(j'. 

[47.'>.]  lA'onai'd  .larvis  Esq''. 

JNIajor  'i'houias  ^Melville 
Ca|)'.  Alexander  Hodgden 
be  a  Superintending  Committee  for  tlie  Purpose  of    lulisting   Men 
for  such  Classes  as  may  be  delin(iuent,  or  such  Classes  as  may  de- 
sire  the  same  ;   and  that  the  said  Committee  shall  have   Posvcr  to 
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discharge  any  Class  upon  tlie  Receipt  of  a  Man  who  has  passed 
^Muster,  or  tlie  payment  of  such  Sums  of  Money  as  in  the  Estima- 
tion of  said  Committee  shall  be  sufficient  to  procure  a  jNIan  for  said 
Class;  and  also  to  discharge  any  Person  belonging  to  any  Class 
who  shall  [lay  liis  proportionable  part  of  such  8ums  as  the  said 
Committee  shall  determin  to  be  sufficient  to  procure  a  Man  for 
said  C'lass. 

Voted,  that  the  said  Committee  shall  have  power  to  give  such 
encouragement  as  they  shall  see  necessary  either  of  Monie  or 
Clothes  or  both,  by  appointing  a  Rendezvous  or  Recruting  Officer 
or  any  other  way  their  Judgement  shall  direct 

Voted,  that  said  Committee  0[)en  the  Enlistment  on  Reciet  of 
any  Soldier  from  any  Class  shall  deliver  him  over  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  County,  and  take  his  Receipt  for  the  same  —  also 

Voted,  that  this  Connnittee  be  generously  rewarded  for  their 
Servicies 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next  being  the  18"\  Jus'.  3.  O. Clock  in 
the  Afternoon 

[47(>.]  INIonday  3.  Clock  Afternoon  met  according  to  Ad- 
journment 

Tiie  Article  in  the  Warrant  Mz'.  "To  lake  into  consideration 
the  Request  of  the  Town  Schoolmasters,  that  the  Town  will  deter- 
mine the  Sum  thev  are  to  receive  for  their  services  from  the  first 
of  September  last  to  the  First  of  March  next  "  —  was  read,  where- 
upon 

Voted,  that  Ellis  Gray  Esq^ 

Nath'.  Ap[)leton  Esq"". 
M'.  John  Lowell 
be  a  Committee  to  take  this  Matter  into  Consideration,  and  Report 
as  soon  as  may  be 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'. — "To  consider  what  is 
proper  to  be  clone  for  the  accommodating  of  the  Youth  of  the 
South  part  of  the  Town  with  a  School  House  in  the  Room  of  one 
lately  consumed  by  Fire  "  —  was  read,  and  considered  whereupon 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  Apph'  to  William  Dcn- 
nie  for  the  hire  of  the  Large  Room  in  the  Manufactory  House 
lately  purchased  by  him,  ft>r  the  accommodation  of  the  Youth  of 
the  South  part  of  the  Town  with  a  School  House 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  "To  consider  wliat  steps  are 
necessary  for  procuring  Blankets  Shirts,  Shoes,  and  Stockings, 
for  the  Army,"  —  whereupon 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  directed  to  issue  his  Execu- 
tion against  the  Collectors  of  Taxes  [477.]  before  the  V.  of 
January  next  for  all  such  Sums  as  remaine  due  of  the  Taxes  com- 
mitted to  them  to  Collect,  previous  to  the  last  Silver  Money  Tax 
—  also 

Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  make  enquirey  of  the 
Treasurer  and  Collectors  of  Taxes,  what  Sums  are  now  due  as 
outstanding  Taxes,  that  are  likely  to  be  received — also 
Voted,  that  Isaac  Smith  p]sq^ 

Samuel  Hendley  Esq''. 
M''.  John  Lowell 
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be  ;i  Coininitlet'  for  tlu'  [)ur[)(>se  iifoi-esuid  to  make  Keport  as  soon 
as  may  be 

The  Arlicle  in  the  Wairant  \'i/.".  " 'I'o  consider  of  tiie  Re([nest 
of  iMess".  Farrington  and  Davis,  thai  Pari  of  tlii'  15riek  Wall  of 
what  is  called  the  Forlilicalion,  may  Ite  taken  d(j\vn  for  their 
accomodation"'  was  read —  wheren[M>n 

Voted,  that  a  ('(jmmittee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  ex|)e- 
diency  of  this  |)ro|)osal  ;  lirst  C(Misnlting"  iiis  Hxcellency  thereon, 
and  to  make  Report  as  soon  as  may  be  — also 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  a  C'onnuitlee  lor  the  pnr[)ose 
aforesaid 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  tliat  the  Selectmen  be  desire(l  to  proenn; 
Blankets,  Shirts,  Shoes  and  Stockings  for  the  Army,  as  soon  as 
may  i)e  —  also 

\'oted,  that  the  Treasurer  give  his  notes  therefoi',  paval)le  in 
Silver  and  Gold  or  Papi'r  at  tlu'  Cnrrent  Kxchange  ont  of  the  next 
Tax  if  lliere  is  not  a  sntliciently  [478.]  Of  the  present  for  that 
pnr[)ose,  said   notes  to  carry  an    Intei-est 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  any  Ward  which  is  called  npoii  for  a 
greater  number  of  Men  tiiaii  is  Agreeable  U)  theire  proportion  of 
the  Pnblick  Taxes,  shall  be  allowed  ont  of  the  Town  Treasurey 
the  cost  of  every  Man    so  levied 

V^)ted,  that  the  l)oli(|nent  Classes  or  Individuals  in  a  Class 
shall  be  Taxed  fifty  p  cent  over  and  al)ove  the  charge  of  procuring 
their  proportion  of  Alen 

V^oted,  that  all  Matters  and  Things  which  remaine  nnlinished 
at  this  Meeting  be  refferred  over  to  the  next  Town  ^Meeting  then  to 
be  acted  upon 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dessolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the   Freeholders,  and  other  Inhabitants  of   the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  ([ualilied  and  legaly  AVarned  in  pnblick  Town 
Meeting  Assembled  at   Faneuil   Hall  on   Fryday  the  -J^''.  Day  of 
December  Anno   D(Mnini    17.S().      ;).  O. Clock  Afternoon 
AVarrant  for  calling  the  Meetinii,  reatl 

Tlu;  Town  having  determined   to  choose  a  Moderator  by  a  hiind 
Vote  a  Nomination  was  called  for  —  and  it  Appeareil  tliat  Thomas 
Dawes  Esq^  — was  chosen  Moderator  of  the  Meeting 
[470.]      Thomas  Dawes  l-ls.]'.  in  the  Chair 

The  Arlicle  in  thi!  Warrant.  \'i/.'.  '•  To  considi'r  and  deteiinine 
upon  the  best  and  most  ex[)edilions  Measures  for  procuring  this 
Towns  proportion  of  iJfef  for  the  Continental  Army  as  refpiirrd 
by  a  Resolve  of  the  (Jcneral  Court  passed,  the  1''.  Decenilier 
Instant  —  was  read  —  also  tlu'  Resolve  of  the  tieueral  Court, 
aforementioned  —  whereupon 

\'ottMl,  that  Calel*  Davis  Fsq^ 

JNathaniel  Ai)|)leton  Esq^ 
jM'.  'I'homas  Walley 
Stei)lien  Iliuirinson  Esq'. 
]\P.  Stinuiel  lirick 


1G6  City  Document  No.   -SO. 

vSainuel  Ruggles  Esq^ 
M"".  Joseph  Barrel 
be  a  Committee  to  take  this  Matter  into  consideration,  and  Report 
what  ihey  appreliend  is  the  best  Measures  to  be  taken  as  soon  as 
may  be 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz',  To  Grant  such  further  Sums 
of  Money  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  Wars  "  as  may 
be  Judged  necessary  —  was  read 

The  Committee  appointed  the  18  Instant  "  to  make  enquirey  of 
the  Town  Treasurer  and  Collectors  of  Taxes,  what  8ums  are  due 
for  outstanding  Taxes,  that  are  likely  to  be  received"  —  having 
attended  that  service  beg  leave  to  Report 

That  they  find  due  to  the  Several  Collectors  in  this  Town,  about 
two  hundred  and  forty  Thousand  Pounds,  out  of  which  Sum  M"". 
Thompson  sui)poses  thirty  Thousand  Pounds  may  be  soon  Col- 
lected by  him  —  M"".  Sumner  about  ten  Thousand  Pounds  —  M^ 
Torrey  [480.]  Twenty  five  Thousand  Pounds,  and  M'.  Shaw 
Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  —  All  which  is  Humbly  Submitted 

Isaac   Sbiitii  p  Order 

On  a  IMotion,  Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  impowered  to 
imploy  an  Assistant  at  the  Charge  of  the  Town,  to  assist  in  taking 
out  a  true  State  of  the  Treasury  to  make  Report  at  the  Adjourn- 
ment as  soon  as  may  be 

Moved  and  ^"oted,  that  the  Collectors  be  directed  to  exhibit  to 
the  Committee  to  enquire  of  them  &c  the  amount  of  the  Notes 
they  have  on  hand,  and  what  others  they  are  to  receive  in  the  Sev- 
eral Wards 

The  Committee  relative  to  Persons  who  are  Taxed  in  other 
Towns  as  well  as  this  Town  Reported  Verbally,  with  respect  to 
Col".  Sears  Tax,  whereby  it  appeared  that  Col".  Sears  had  paid 
his  Taxes  both  for  his  Real  Estate  and  Faculty  to  the  Town  of 
Roxbury 

Adjourned  to  the  "26"'.  of  December  3.  O.Clock  —  Afternoon 


Tuesday  the  2(5"'  of  December  ?>.  O.Clock  —  Afternoon  —  met 
according  to  Adjournment 

Col".  Daws  in  the  Chair 
The  Committee  relative  to  Beef,  being  called  upon  to  Report, 
they  Ac(juainted  the  Town,  that  they  were  not  able  to  Report,  at 
this  Meeting  —  whereupon  the  Town  came  into  the  following  Vote 
—  Viz'. 

[481.]  Whereas  there  is  still  a  difficulty  in  the  Monies  Voted 
to  l)e  raised  for  paying  this  Towns  proportion  of  Beef  for  the  Con- 
tinental Army  — therefore 

Voted  that  the  Collectors  be  enjoined  to   Collect  the  first  Beef 
Tax  inunediately,  and  to  pay  the  same   into  the   Treasurery,  for 
the  sole  purpose  for  procuring  said  Beef,  also 
Voted,  that  Deacon  John  Sirakins 
M^  Isaac  Peirce 
M^  James  Bridgham 
be  a  Committee  to  waite  u[)on  the  several  Collectors  with  a  Copy 
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of  this  V^ote,  ;iii(l  tliiU  they  Press  upon  Uieiu,  the  necessity  of  tlii'ir 
iinniediately  procee(lin<r  in  this  business 

Moved  and  V'oti'd,  that  the  Assessors  be  tlirected  to  Attend  at 
tlie  Adjouininent  of  this  Meetiuj^ 

Caleb  Davis  Ksi]'.  one  of  thi'  Couiinittee  rehitive  to  lieef  having 
for  Reasons  which  hi-  offeretl.  bi-en  excused,  frou)  serving  further 
on  that  Conunittt'e 

Samuel  Barret  Ks(i'. 
was  a|)|)()inted  in  his  room  — 

Samuel  Barrett  Ksq'.  being  excused  from  serving  ou  the  Com- 
mittee aforesaid  — 

CoP.  Tiuhn- 
was  appointed  in  his  room — 

On  a  Motion  \'oted,  that  the  Town  ('l(>rk  cause  the  s(!veral 
Committees  to  be  Xotilied  (jf  this  intended  Adjournment  of  this 
jNIeeting 

[4:8ti,]      Adjourned  to  Frychiy  next  .'».  O'Clock  Afternoon 


Fryday  December  •_>;)'".  ;?.  O'clock  P:  M;  .Met  according  to  Ad- 
journment 

Col".  Dawes,  the  ModcM'ator  being  absent  and  having  accpiainted 
the  Town  that  he  was  not  able  to  attend 

Nathaniel  A|)pleton  Ks(j'. 
was  chosen  Moderator 

The  Committee  Ap[)ointetl  to  consider  and  Report  what  steps 
are  necessary  to  be  taken  by  the  Town,  to  enalile  them  to  comply 
with  a  Requisition  of  the  Oeneral  Court  of  the  4"'.  Instant,  for 
supplying  the  Army  with  Beef  — Ke[)orted  —  and  in  conformity 
to  said  Re[)ort,  the  following  Votes  were  passed  bv  the  Town  — 
Viz'. 

Whereas  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Town  should 
forthwith  comply  with  the  Recpiisition  of  the  Oeneral  Court  of  the 
•f"'.  Instant  for  procuring  Beef  for  the  Army  and  vvhereas  the 
Money  cannot  be  Colh'cted  by  Taxes  in  Season  to  make  the  neces- 
sary pui'chases  —  therefore 

Voted,  that  the  'I'own  Treasurer  l)e  and  he  is  hereby  impowercd 
and  directed  to  borrow  a  Sum  not  exceeding  Nine  thousand  Bounds 
lawful  Money  of  the  New  Emission;  and  that  (icntelmen  of 
Property  may  be  induced  more  redily  and  Speedily  to  advance 
[4S3.J  theii'  Monies,  and  as  an  allowance  for  any  inconvenience 
tlie  Person  lending  may  sustain,  by  hastily  raising  the  same 

Voted,  "  that  the  'I'reasurer  be  and  he  liereby  is  directe<l  to  give 
notes  upon  Interest  payable  in  tliree  Months,  with  an  allowance  of 
ten  per  Cent  or  the  Sum  lent  to  be  included  in  the  Note,  to  any 
Person  who  shall  lend  the  same  before  the  First  Day  of  February 
1781.  —  Said  Money  to  l)e  a])i)ropriated  soleey  for  the  jjurpose  of 
comi)lying  with  th(>  requisition  of  the  (TiMieral  Court  aforesaiii,  and 
to  prevent  any  injustici'  being  done,  either  to  the  Town  or  the 
lender 

Voted,  that  the  Notes  given  by  tlu;  Town  Treasurer,  shall  be  in 
the  form  folk)wiu<j,'  —  ^'i/.'. 
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lu  pursuance  of  a   vote  of  tlie  Towu  Passed  the  2'J"\   December 

1780  —  Borrowed  and  Received  of the  Sum  of of  the  New 

Emission,  to  enable  the  Town  to  comply  with  a  Requisition  of  the 
General  Court  of  the  Fouitli  of  December  last  to  procure  Beef  for 
the  Army,  which  Sum  I  Promise  in  behalf  of  Myself  and  Succes- 
sors ill  the  Ottice  of  Treasurer  to  re[)ay  said or  Bearer  in  three 

Months  from  the  above  date,  with  Lawful!  Interest  for  the  same 
till  paid  to  be  made  equal  in  value  to  the  Sum  received,  in  the 
Judgement  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Town  to  determine 
the  same  also 

Voted,  that  John  Scollay  Esq'. 
?]zekiel  Price  Elsq''. 
M'.  Edward  Payne 
be  a  Committee  for  the  Purpose  aforesaid 

[-484.]  And  w^hereas  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  both  for 
the  Credit  of  the  Town,  and  for  the  Security  and  Satisfaction  of 
the  Lender,  that  the  Treasurer  should  be  enabled  punctually  to 
discharge  said  notes,  at  the  time  aflixed  for  payment 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Nine  Thousand  pounds  lawfuU  Money 
of  the  New  Emission  be  immediately  Assessed  on  the  l*olls  and 
Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  which  Sum  the  Assessors 
are  hereby  directed  to  Add  to  the  Tax  they  are  now  making 

And  whereas  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Money  shoul.d 
be  immediately  Collected,  to  prevent  tlie  Town  being;  Subjected 
to  a  large  fine,  in  case  of  failure,  and  that  the  business  may  be 
expidited  as  much  as  possible 

Voted,  that  Stei)hen  Higginson  Esq"". 
M'-.  Daniel  Bell 
M^  Samuel  Brick 
M"".  John  Cotlin  Jones 
M^  Edward  Payne 
M"".  Stephen  Bruce 
M''.  Herman  Brimmer 
be  a  Committee  to   apply    to  the   Inhabitants    for  an   immediate 
Loan  of  Money  to  the  Town  for  the  purposes  and  on  the  Condi- 
tions aforesaid  also 

Voted,  that  Cap'.  Amasa  Davis 
jNI'.  Ebenezer  Dorr 
Miiy.  Jolni  May 
[■IS;").]  be  a  Committee  to  receive  the  Monies  of  tlie  Town  Treas- 
urer or  such  part  of  it  as  sliall  be  necessary  to  enable  the  Town  to 
comi)ly  with  the   requisitii^n  aforesaid,  and  pay   the  Same  to  the 
Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  procure  supplys  for 
the  Army,  or  to  their  Order,  taking  duplicate  Recei|)ts  therefor, 
agreeable  to  the  directions  given  in  said  Resolve  of  the  General 
Court  —  also 

Voted,  that  the  Collectors  of  Taxes  be  and  they  hereby  are 
directed  to  receive  the  Notes  given  by  the  Treasurer  for  the  above 
purpose  in  payment  for  the  Taxes  levied  to  redeem  said  Notes, 
allowing  the  Interest  that  may  be  due  thereon,  and  that  the  Treas- 
urer be  and  he  heieby  is  directed  to  receive  them  of  the  Collectors 
accordingly  in  payment  for  said  Tax 
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The  Commillc'O  i\'l:itive  to  Sehoolmiislors  Reporled,  —  TluiL  Ilit-ir 
Allowances  be  drawn  for  by  tlie  Si'leclmen  at  the  same  rate  for 
the  last  Six  Mfjnths,  as  tiie  preceeding,  and  tliat  the  C-onunitttc 
have  leave  to  set  again  and  Report  at  next  March  Meeting 

On  a  Motion  \'oted,  that  all  Matters  unlinished  at  this  Town 
Meeting  l)e  referred  to  the  next  (ieneral  Town  iNleeting 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  (ientelmen  the  Selectmen  be  desired 
to  apply  to  the  (ieneral  Court  for  an  explanation  of  the  Act 
relative  to  Taxes,  there  being  IVrsons  who  are  Taxed  Un-  their 
Kacidty  in  Towns  where  they  reside  but  do  no  business 

[4SG.]  Moved  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  Tuesday 
next  l)riiig  the  Ninth  Day  of  January  uv\t.  .'5.  O'Clock   Afternoon 

And  the  Meeting  av:is  accordingly  Adjourned 

Tuesday  the  Ninth  Day  of  Janunry  \1X\ — ;>.  O'C'Iock  Aftei-- 
noon  — Met  Accortling  to  Adjournment 

The  INIoderators  of  this  Meeting  not  being  able  to  give  their 
attendance  at  this  Adjournment  it  was  moved  and  \'oti'd,  that 
the  Town  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  IModerator  Pro.  Tern". 

Ilarbottle  Dorr  Ks(f. 
was  accordingly  chosen  Moderatoi-  of  this  Meeting  Pro.  Tcm'.  ;ind 
look  his  Seat 

Tiie  Committee  a|)pointed  to  procure  Subscriptions  for  the  pui-- 
chase  of  Heef  for  the  Army  were  called  upon  to  make  Keport.  l)ut 
the  Town  being  accpiainted,  that  s:ud  Committee  were  not  able  to 
make  Report  at  this  Meeting  —  it  w:is  moved,  and 

Voted,  that  this  Meeting  be  now  dissolved 

And  the  ^Meeting  was  ac^corcbnglv  dissolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  (jUalilied  and  legally  warned,  in  Publick 
[487.]  Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneuiel  llall  on  ^londay 
the  2-2  Day  of  January  Anno  Domini  ITM 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  read 

The  Iidiabitants  were  tlirected  to  with(h'aw  and  bring  in  their 
Notes,  for  a  .Moderator,  and  the  same  having  been  brought  in  and 
counted,  it  n[)peare(l  that 

Sti'plien  lligginsou  ]vs(|'. 
was  chosen  Moderator,  unanimously 

'J'he  Committee  ap|)ointed  to  procairt'  Subscriptions  for  the  \n\)- 
cuiing  Beef  for  the  Army,  Reported,  whereby  it  appeared  that 
Three  Persons  only  had  as  yet  Subscribed,  for  the  Purpose  afore- 
said 

The  Article  in  tlu'  Warrant  W/}.  —  "To  consider  and  detiMinine 
upon  Measures  for  the  innnediate  obtaining  the  Towns  pi()|)ortion 
of  Beef  for  the  Continental  ,\rmy  to  avoid  the  penalty  which  will 
otherwise  be  incurred"'  —  was  read — -and  after  del)ate  had  there- 
on, it  was  moved  and 

Voted,  that  the  Kejiort  of  the  Committee  be  Recommitted,  and 
that  the  (Jentelmen   of  the-  Conunittee   be  desired  to  Apjilv  t(    the 
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several  lohabitauts  of  tlie  Town  in  ortler  to  procure  such  Sums  as 
they  are  disposed  to  Leud,  tlie  Same  to  be  deducted  out  of  tiieir 
lespective  Taxes  for  Beef 

Voted,  that  Cap.  William  Macka\' 
Cap'.  Nathaniel  Fellows 
be  added  to  the  Committee  on  Subscriptions 

[488.]  The  A^rticle  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  '-To  Grant  such 
Sums  of  Money  as  ma}'  be  Judged  necessary"  —  was  read  and 
tlie  further  consideration  thereof  referred 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  —  Viz'.  "To  consider  whatis proper 
to  be  done  to  secure  tlie  Town  from  Fires,  to  which  it  is  greatly 
exposed  at  the  present  season  by  the  want  of  suitable  Chimney 
Sweepers  under  proper  Regulations  was  read —  whereupon 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  and  they  hereby  are  Authorised 
and  impowered  to  appoint  One  or  more  Suitable  Persons  for 
Sweeping  Chimneys  upon  such  terms  and  under  Such  regulations, 
as  they  shall  Judge  most  for  the  Interest  of  the  Town  antl  Safety 
of  the  Inhabitants,  the  charge  of  sweeping  to  be  defryed  by  those 
who  shall  emi)loy  them 

The  Committee  appointed  for  Inlisting  this  Towns  proportion 
of  INIen  for  the  Continental  Army  Reported  Verbally  —  and  it  Ap- 
peared to  be  the  sense  of  the  Town,  that  the  Committee  proceed  in 
that  business 

Then  tlie  Meeting  was  dcssolved 


[489.]  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Boston  duly  qualified  and  legally  warned,  in 
Publick  Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Fanueil  Hall  on  Monday  the 
5"^.  Day  of  March  Anno  Domini   1781 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read 
John  Brown  Esq'', 
was  chosen  Moderator  of  this  Meeting  unanimously 

The  Committee  appointe<l  by  the  Town  the  6"".  of  March  Last 
to  ai)ply  to  a  proi)er  Centelman  to  deliver  an  Oration  the  5"'.  of 
March  Ins',  to  perpetuate  the  INIeniory  of  the  hoi-red  Massacre 
perpetrated  on  the  Evening  of  the  olh  March  1770  —  by  a  Party 
of  Soldiers  under  the  Comin;i nd  of  Cap'.  Thomas  I'restou  of  the 
29"^.  Regiment —  Reported 

That  having  met  several  tiiiipn  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the 
Tovvn  Vote,  that  they  had  unanimously  made  choice  of  M\  Thomas 
Daws  .Inn'',  to  deliver  an  Oration  on  the  5"'.  of  JMarch  Instant  who 
had  accordingly  accepted  of  that  Service 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  made,  the  Question  was  \n\t 
—  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  —  Passed  in  the  Afferma- 
tive 

Upon  a  IMotion  —  the  Town  took  into  consideration,  what  would 
be  the  best  time  to  have  the  Oration  pronounced,  as  also  what 
place  would  be  most  suitable  for  the  pur})ose —  whereupon 

[4i)().]  Voted,  that  the  Oration  be  delivered  at  the  Old  Brick 
Meeting  House,  the  Hall  not  being  capatioiis  enough  to  receive 
the  Inhabitants  that  attended  upon  the  occasion 
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Voted  that  i-;i»cii'.  naiicock  Esq'. 

M'.  .loiialh".  Mason  Jii\ 
M'.  Samuel  Kii<r<ile.s  Ksq^ 
l)e  a  Committee  to  wait  uijon  'SV.  'riiomas  Dawes  and  aocjuaint  him 
that  it  is  tlie  desire  of  the  Town,  that  tiie  Oration  may  be  delivered 
at  the  Old  Brick  meeting  II  )use  12.  0:C'look  tliis  Day — as  also 
to  ask  leave  of  the  Committee  of  said  Chtircli  tor  thr  use  of  that 
Building 

On  a  Motion  —  \'oted,   that  the   Sek'ctmen  l)e  directed  to  Order 
the  Several  Bells  in  the  Town  to  be  tolled  from  one  (luarler  of  an 
llonr  after  '.).  O. Clock  tliis  Kvening  nntill  10.  O. Clock 
Adjourned  to  the  Old  lirick  .Meetinii;  llotise  \2.  ().{  lock 

The  Town  met  at  tiie  Old  Ilrick  Meeting  House  12  (). Clock  ac- 
cording to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  ui)on  M'.  Thomas  Daws  ,Iu'. 
to  accjuaint  him  witli  the  ^'otes,  of  the  Town,  respecting  the  time 
and  Place  for  the  delivery  of  an  Oration  —  Ke|)orti'd 

That  said  Gent(!linan  was  ready  to  Coui[)ly  with  tlie  Order  of 
the  Town 

[4t)l.]  An  Oration,  to  commemorate  the  horred  Massacre  of 
tlie  Fiftli  of  March  1770  —  and  to  impress  upon  tlie  .Minds  of  the 
Citizens,  the  ruinous  tendency  of  Standing  Armies  being  placed  in 
Free  and  P<){)nlous  Cities  <tc.  was  delivered  by  ]\P.  Thomas  Daws 
.luir.  to  a  large  and  crowded  Assembly,  and  received  l)y  them 
with  great  Applause 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that 

John  Brown  Es((^ 
John  Scollay  l^s(|^ 
'SV.  Nathan  Frazier 
W.  Barret 
Ezekiel  Price  Fscf. 
Ebenezer  Hancock  P2s(^^ 
M'-.  Tuttle  Hubbard 
lie  and    hereby    are    a[)pointed    a    Committi'c   to    wait    npon    ^P. 
Thomas   Daws  Jun'.  and  in   the   name  of  the  'I'owii   to  thank  him 
for   the   Spirited    and   elegant   Oration   delivered    by    !iim   at  their 
recpiest,  in  commemoration  of  the  horred  Massacre  p(>r[)etrated  on 
the  Evening  of  the  5  ol'  Marcii  1770,  by  a  Party  of  Soldiers,  of  the 
2',)"'.  Regiment  under  the  Command  of  Cap'.  Tliomas  Preston,  and 
to  recpiest  of  him  a  Copy  tiiereof,  for  tiie  Press  sent 
On  a  Motion   made,  \'oted,  that 

John  Brown  Esij''.  Motlerator 
Hon'''''.  Samuel  Adams  Esq^ 
Harbottle  Dorr  Esq^ 
]\P.  Thomas  Daws  Jn^ 
]\P.  Jonathan  IMasou  Ju^ 
I^Uis  (irav  Es(f 
[lO'-i.]  John  Lowell  Esq^ 

be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Connniitee  to  Apply  to  a  proper 
(ientelman  to  deliver  an  Oration  on  the  o"'.  of  .March  next,  to 
perpetuate  the  Memory  of  the  horred  3Iassacre  perpetrated  on  the 
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Evening  of  the  5"'.  of  Marcli  1770,  ])y  a  Party  of  Soldiers  of  the 
29"'.  Regiment,  under  the  Command  of  Cap*.  Tliomas  Preston  ; 
and  to  impress  upon  our  Minds  the  runious  teudinev  of  Standing 
Armies  being  placed  in  Free  and  Populas  Cities  in  a  time  of  Peace  ; 
and  the  necessity  of  such  noble  Exertions  in  all  future  times,  as 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  then  made,  whereby  the  Designs  of 
the  Conspirators  against  the  publick  peace,  may  be  still  frustrated 
—  sent 

A  Petition  of  M' .  Robert  Patterson  setting  forth  "that  he  re- 
ceived a  Wound  in  his  right  Arm  the  5  March  1770  by  a  Shot 
from  Prestons  Party  whereby  he  has  entirely  lost  the  use  of  it ; 
and  that  Since  the  Death  of  M'.  Monk  he  is  the  only  one  of  the 
unhappy  number  then  badly  wounded,  that  survives,"  and  there- 
fore praying  the  charity  of  the  Town —  was  read  —  Whereupon 

Voted,  that  a  Collection  be  made  at  the  close  of  this  Meeting 
for  the  said  unhappy  Sufferer ;  and  Boxes  were  placed  at  each 
Door  to  receive  the  Collections 

The  Collection  made  for  the  said  M''.  Patterson,  Amounted  to 
the  Sum  of 

Then  the  Meetins;  was  dessolved 


[493.]  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  Other  Inhab- 
itants of  the  Town  of  Boston,  duly  qualified  and  legally  warned, 
in  Publick  Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneuiel  Hall  on  IMonday 
the  12">.  Day  of  March  Anno  Domini  17.S1  — 9.  OClock  Fore- 
noon 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev''.  M''.  Eckley 
AVarrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read 

Sundry  Laws  enjoined  to  be  read  at  this  Meeting,  wei'e  accord- 
ingly —  read 

Tlie  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting,  and  the  same  being  brought 
in  and  Sorted  it  appeared,  that 

John  Brown  Usq'. 
was  chosen  ^Moderator 

]\P.  William  Cooi)er  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  for  the  year  ensu- 
ing, and  took  the  Oath  of  Office  for  the  faithfull  discharge  of  his 
Duty,  which  Oath  was  adminislred  by  M'.  Justice  Price  ^ 

The  Town  having  determined  by  a  Vote  to  choose  Seven  Select- 
men ;  the   Inhabitants,  were  then  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring- 
in  their  Votes  for  that  Number,  and  the  same  being  brought  in 
and  Sorted,  it  appeared  that  the  following  Gentelmen  Viz*. 
[494.]  John  Scollay  Esq''. 

Cap'.  Gustavus  Fellows 
Harbottle  Dorr  Esq^ 
M'.  Nathan  Frazier 
Ezekiel  Price  Esq^ 
Cap'.  William  Mackay 
M^  Tuttle  Hubbard 
were  chosen  Selectmen  for  the  Year  ensuing 
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The  Inlial)itniits  l)ioiiy;lit  in  tlicir  ^^)l('.s  for  Nine  l'(•^soIl^ 
Coiiunitteo  of  CoiTespoiuli'iiet'  Jii.s[)oclii)ii  :uul  Sufe'ly,  imd 
surting  them  it  appeared  tiiut 

iS'atiuiiiiel  I'.arluT  K>ij'. 

Kdward  I'roctor  Ksij'. 

Cap'.  .I(jhn  PiiHin<( 

Kbenezer  Ilaneock  Ksij' 

Cap'.  Isaac  riiillips 

Saiiuicl  KiiuiiU's  1->(|'. 

:\Iaj^  Thomas  Melville 

Joiiatlian  Mason  ,Iii'. 

iNP.  ('iiristo[ihei'  Clnrlv 
were  oli')se  a   Committee  of  Correspondenci' iN^c  for  the    vear 


;i>;  a 
upon 


Tiie  Inliahitants  broiiulit   in  tiieir  \'otes  for  Iwulvi.'  ()verseeis  (^f 
the  Poor,  and  upon  sortini;"  them  it  appeared  that 
Tiie  Hou'^'^  William  Phillii)S  KxiJ. 
Isaac  Smith  Esii'". 
^P.  -Jonathan   Mas(jn 
Cap'.  Samuel  Partridge 
M^  Samuel  Whitwelf 
[H).">.]  yV.  Joiui  White 

Kdward  Proctor  Ks(|'. 
William  Powell  K>(|  . 
I\P.  Jonathan  Sweelser  Ju\ 
Samuel  Parret  Ivso''. 
i\l'.  jSicliolas  Powes 
Josepli  Webb  F>s</. 
were  clioscu  Ovei'seers  of  the  Poor  for  ihe  Year  ensuing 

'J'lie    Inhal)itants  brought   in   their    Votes  for    twtlve   Wardens, 
and  ui)oa  Sorting  them  it  a[)peared.  that 
Mess".  Robert  Davis 
Stephen  Gore 
^lajor  Tiiomas  Bumsteatl 
Jolni  Champney 
vSamurl  A\'allis 
llabijali  Savage 
John   Wait 
Nallianiel  Parret 
Kdward  Wild 
SauHiel  Kliot  Jun"". 
Kdward  Kdes 
d.icoli  Holland 
w(U'e  ciioseu  Wardens  for  the  Yeai'  ensuing 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  tlieir  X'otes  for  Sixteen  Fiii'  Wards, 
and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared,  tliat 
,lo]iu  Seollay  Ks(['. 
William  Cooper 
Fiaucis  Shaw  Ksq^ 
Kdward  Procter  Ksq^ 
[49(>.]  Cap".  .lolni  Pulling 

Caleb  Davis  Ks^l^ 
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Ebcnezer  Hancock  Esq^ 
M^  Thomas  Tilestou 
Andrew  Syuiras  Esq''. 
Cap'.  Gustavus  Fellows 
Joseph  Webb  Esq'. 
Cap'.  John  Ballard 
]\F.  John  Wiuthiop 
M'^.  John  Lowell 
Maj''.  Thomas  ^Melville 
Jabez  Hatch  Esq''. 
were  chose  Fire  Wards  for  the  Year  ensuing 

On  a  Motion — 'Voted,  that  the  Choice  of  a  County  Treasurer 
and  a  County  Register,  be  Assigned  to  4.  O. Clock  Afternoon 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  Votes  for  a  Town  Treasurer 
and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared  that  David  Jeffries  was  chosen, 
Town  Treasurer  for  the  Year  ensuing,  unanimously 

Ou  a  Motion,  Voted,  that  the  (.Question  Whether  Collectors  of 
Taxes  shall  be  chosen  Seperate  from  Constables  —  be  considered 
at  4-  past  4.  OClock  in  the  Afternoon 

Voted,  that  the  Constables  of  the  Town  be  desired  to  enform 
the  Town  at  ^  past  4  OChx'k  Afternoon,  what  they  apprehend  to 
be  the  Towns  proportion  of  Fines,  which  are  due  from  the  several 
Justices 

[497.]  On  a  Motion— Voted,  that  the  (,)uestion  Whether 
Collectors  of  Taxes  shall  be  chosen  seperate  from  Constables  — 
be  considered  at  / 

Moved  and  Voted  that  the  choice  of  Assessors  be  postponed  to 
5.0. Clock — Afternoon  — 

Adjourned  to  3.  O. Clock  in  the  Afternoon  — 

3  O'clock.  P:  M:   Met  according  to  Adjournm'. 
Ma3^  Edward  Carnes 
was  chosen  a  fSurveyer  of  Hemp  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess'^  Benjamin  Page 

John  Stutson 

Moses  May 

John  Lambert 

Joseph  Ballard 

Uriah  Norcross 

Benjamin  White 

Joseph  Butler 

Samuel  Feu  no 

Henry  Blaisdel 

John  Champney 

Thomas  l>ayley 

Edward  Ranger 

John  Bell 

Abraham  Howard 

Samuel  Dellaway 

Jonathan  Stoddard 

Tiiomas  Uran 
were  chose  Surveyers  of  Boards  for  t\/e  year  ensuing 
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Mess".  Willinin  Cloiigh 
.losc'pli  Daiiiols 
Saimiel  1)\it 
[498.]  Natluuiicr  Wales 

William  Urowti 
WHTc  chose  Fence  ^'ic^vcl•s  lor  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess".  Sanuiel   IJaiigs 
Nathan  Green 
Samuel  Curtis 
Isaac  Bird 
were  chose  Sealers  of  Leather  for  the  ensuing  Year 

M'.  A(him  Colson 
was  chosen  an  Informer  of  Deer  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess'".  David  Spear 

Manassah  ^Masters 
-Joseph  Spear 
.John  W'illiston 
Joshua  rico 
Samuel  lleyley 
William  Rayuard 
.John  Owen 
Sanmel  Avis 
Caleb  Ilayden 
Israel  Cook 
were  chose  Cullers  of  Staves  for  the  Year  ensuing 
iNIess'".  (ieorge  Hamlin 
Sanuiel  Curtis 
Joseph  Snelling 
were  chose  Ilogreeves  for  the  ensuinii  Year  — 
Mess",  (ieorge   Hamlin 
I>aac  Tuckt'iinan 
were  chose  Ilaywards  fcjr  the  ensuing  Year 

Ward. 

[Ai)l).]  Mess".  Samuel  Clough  N".     1 

John  Laml)ert  2 

James  Sherman  3 

.John  Cogswell  4 

John  Dinsdcll ."> 

John  Welch •', 

William  Peake  ------  7 

David  Hurrel H 

Klisha  Sigorney 'J 

Andrew  Oliver"' 1<> 

,  AVilliam  Fallass 11 

Charles  Simpson 1 -* 

were  chose  Scavingers  for  the  ensuing  Year 

Voles,  for  a  County  Treasurer,  brought  in  and  being  sealed  up 
m  Town  Meeting  were  delivered  to  M^  Constable  Colson  to  be  by 
him  returned  to  the  Court  of  (reneral  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  at 
their  next  Meeting 

Votes,  for  a  County  Register,  brought  in  'and  being  sealed  up 
in  Town  ^Meeting  were  delivered  to  3P.  Constable  Colscm,  to  be  by 
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him  returned    to    the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  at 
their  next  Meeting 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby 
is  impowered  and  directed  to  allow  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
Interest  as,  usual  on  all  Suras  that  have  or  may  be  Advanced  by 
them,  for  the  Support  of  the  Almshouse 

INIoved,  that  a  Committee  be  ap[)ointed  to  consider  the  present 
Condition  of  tlie  Almshouse  —  to  enquire  wliat  part  of  the  JMonies 
appropriated  for  the  [5()().]  Support  of  the  Almshouse  has  been 
received,  and  to  devise  the  best  means,  for  a  timely  and  regular 
supply,  and  to  Report  at  the  Adjournment  —  the  (.Question  heing 
accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the  Aft'ermative 
Voted,  that  Ellis  Gray  Esq'. 

M^  Joseph  Barrel 
M^  Joseph  Russel 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

This  being  the  time  Assigned  for  taking  up  the  Question  — 
Viz'.  Whether  Collectors  shall  be  chosen  seperate  from  Constables 
—  after  debate  had  thereon  —  It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the 
further  consideration  of  this  matter  subside  for  the  present 

On  a  Motion  of  M''.  Grays,  A'oted,  that  a  Committee  of  "Ways 
and  Means  be  appointed,  who  shall  take  into  consideration  the 
State  of  the  Towns  Finances,  the  present  mode  of  Assessing  and 
Collecting  their  Taxes,  and  to  Report  as  soon  as  may  be  such 
alterations  as  they  Judge  expedient 

Voted,  that  Ellis  Gray  Esq''. 
John  Lowell  Esq' 
John  Brown  Esq'. 
M"^.  Leonard  Jarvis 
Stephen  Higginson  Esq'. 
M^  Edward  Payne 
Nathaniel  Barret 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

On  a  Motion,  the  Question  was  put  Viz'.  Whether  the  piesent 
mode  of  Assessing  be  agreeable — [501.]  passed  in  the  Nega- 
tive—  also  on  a  Motion  —  the  (.Question  was  ])ut.  Viz'.  Whether 
the  present  mode  of  Collecting  the  Taxes,  Assessed,  be  Agreen- 
ble — Passed  in  the  Negative 

Cap'.  Fellows  one  of  the  Selectmen  chosen  at  this  Meeting  hav- 
ing in  Writing  prayed  that  he  might  be  excused  from  serving  in 
that  Office,  the  Present  year  it  was  moved  and  carried,  that  the 
consideration  of  this  request  be  referred  to  the  Adjournment 

This  being  the  time  Assigned  for  making  enquirey  of  the  Con- 
stables, with  respect  to  the  Tow^ns  proportion  of  Fines  which  the 
Justices  received  and  are  accountable  for  —  this  matter  was  taken 
up  —  whereupon  a  ]Motion,  was  made,  and  carried  ''that  a  Com- 
mittee be  now  appointed,  to  make  enquirey  whnt  Monies  may  be 
due  to  the  Town  from  the  Justices,  as  the  Towns  i)roportion  of 
Fines  and  Forfitures  —  also 

Voted,  that  M\  Josei)h  Barrel 
■     D'.  Charles  Jarvis 
M'.  Joseph  Russell 
be  a  Committee  for  said  [)urpose  to  Report  as  soon  as  may  be 
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It  was  movet],  tliat  this  ^lectinu'   lu'   A<li<)uriiril   lo  to    3I<)rrow 
Moiiiiiig-  10.  O'clock 

And  the  Meeting  was  accoRlingly  Adjonrned 


Tuesday  March  I-"')"'.  liK  ()'('lock  IJcfoi-e  noon  —  Met  according 
to  Adjonrnnient 

[/>()*-*.]  Information  ha\ing  licen  been  given  to  this  Meeting 
that  two  Persons  were  got  to  Town  from  Pliiladel|)iiia  with  huge 
quantities  of  Paper  Moneys  wiiich  they  had  offered  to  exchange 
for  Silver  at  u[)wards  of  one  hiuidred  for  one.  wiicn  the  common 
exchange  is  but  Seventy  live;  for  one  —  wlu'ren[)on  it  was  moved 
and  \7ited, 

That  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  Ins|)ection  and  Safety 
for  the  Town  of  Boston  be  dii-ected  to  send  for  those  Persons,  and 
iiave  tiiem  nnder  examination,  in  order  to  their  being  dealt  with 
as  the  Safety  of  tliis  and  the  other  United  States  re((uire 

A  Letter  from  the  Counnittee  of  tiie  Town  of  Stonghton  to  tiie 
Selectmen  of  Boston  relative  to  meeting  in  a  proposed  Convention, 
with  respect  to  the  'I'erid<'r  Act  so  called,  lately  repealed  was  laiil 
before  the  Town  l)y  the  Selectmen 

The  following  Persons  were  cliose  Clerks  (jf  the  Market  for  the 
Year  eusning —  \'iz'. 

Mess"  :  .Tose|)h  Roby 
Thomas  Clark 
James  Morrel 
Nathaniel  Fosdick 
Thomas  Newell 
James  Cairew 
AVilliani  Smith 
William  ( iooch 
Pep[)eral  Tyl(>r 
Joseph  Wiuthrop 
[5():{.]  Nathan  Bond 

Thomas  Coverly  Veinon 
Voted,  that  KUis  Cray  K«i'. 

Hon"'.  Caleb  Davis  Ks(l^ 
Klienezei-  Storer  Esq^ 
]NP.  Herman  Brimmer 
^I''.  Jose[)h  Barrel 
be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  Audit  the  Aceompts 
of    David  JelTi'ies   Ks(|'.    'I'reasnrer  and  also  the   Accomi)ts  of  the 
Overseers    of  the    Ptor:    and   tlie  said   Committee  are   impowered 
when  they  shall  Audit  saitl   Accounts  to  allow  such  of  the    Over- 
seers   as    have    Advanced    Clonics    for   the    relief    of    the    I'oor. 
Interest  on  all  such  Sums  from  the  time  so   Advanced,  initill  they 
shall  have  Audited  said  Accoiuits  ;  and  they  are  also   desired  to 
Report  from  Time  to  time  a  State  of  the  Treasiirey  respecting  its 
debts  and  credits,  and  on  any  Matters  they  may  think  jiroper 

And  the  Committee  are  also  dirt'Ct(>d  to  examine  the  Draughts 
of  the  Selectmen 

M'.    Wallis  chosen  one  of  the  Wardens  for  tlie    Year    ensuing 
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having   desired    the    Town  to  excuse    him  from    serving    in    that 
Office  —  he  was  accordingly  excused 

On  a  Motion  made,  it  was  Voted  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  Excuses  made  for  not  serving  as  Wardens  be  referred  to  the 
Adjournment 

The  Selectmen 
wtM'p  chose  Surveyers  of  High  Ways  for  the  Year  ensuing 
[,'>04:.]  Jonathan  Williams  Esq''. 

ML  Jolm  Sweetser  Juu'. 
M\  Jolm  White 
were  chose  Purchasers  of  Grain  for  the  Year  ensuing,  and  they 
are  desired  and  impowered  to  give  s'l  needfull  directions  to  the 
Keeper  of  the  Granary  respecting  the  quantity  of  Grain  to  be  sold, 
and  affixing  the  prices  thereof  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  shall 
require;  and  the  said  Committee  are  directed  to  cause  all  the 
Grain  belonging  to  the  Town  to  be  ground  at  the  new  Mills  near 
the  Mill  Bridge 

John  Tudor  Esq''. 
John  Lucas  EsqL 
M\  John  White 
M\  James  Tliwing 
M\  John  Sweetsei- 
were  chose  Surveyers  of  Wheat  foK  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess''^  Tliomas  Green 

Benjamin  Thompson 
were  chose  Assay  Masters  for  the  Year  ensuing- 
Voted,    that    the    consideration  of  Sch.oohnasters  Salaries    and 
Grants,  be  referred  over  to  May  Meeting 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  What  Lands  shall  he  improved 
l)y  the  Town  the  present  Year  for  the  raising  of  Vegitables  —  was 
read,  whereupon 

Voted.,  John  Lucas  Esq"'. 

Cap'.  Job  Prince.  Sen"". 
]M'.  John   Lowell 
[50/>.]     be    a    Committee    to  take  this    Article  into  considera- 
tion, and  Report  at  tlie  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting 

It  was  moved  that  this  jMeetinsx  be  Adjourned   to  Tuesday  next, 
the  20"'  of  March  Ins'.  '.).  OClock  liefore  Noon 
And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjoui'ned 

Tuesday  March  20"'.  0.  OClock  Forenoon — Met  according  to 
Adjournment 

JNIess''^  John  Bulflnch 

Clement  Collins  Jun''. 
were  chose  Surveyers  of  Boards  for  the  year  ensuing 

The  Address  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Same  relative  to  Money  Matters  &c.  -was 
distinctly  read  in  this  Meeting 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  —  Viz'.  To  consider  what  is  neces- 
sary to  be  done  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Youth  of  the  Soutli 
part  of  the  Town  with  a  Schoolhouse  in  the  room  of  one  consumed 
by  Fire  —  w^as  read  and  considered  —  whereupon,  it   was  Voted, 
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that  the  Selcetnicii  be  dircctcil  and  iinpowercd  to  apply  to  the 
(xeiieral  Assembly  of  this  Coiuiuouwealth  at  their  next  Sessions, 
for  tlie  use  of  a  Room  in  the  JManii factory  House  so  called,  for 
the  accomodation  of  the  Youth  of  the  South  part  of  the  Town 
with  a  School  in  the  room  oi  one  lately  consumed  liy  Fire 

The  ComiVtee  appointed  by  the  Town  to  [.">()(».]  consider 
of  the  present  method  of  Assessing  and  Collecting  Taxes  &.c  have 
attended  that  Service  and  Report  that  upon  cnciuiring  they  lind 
the  Expcnce  of  Assessing  and  Collecting  the  State,  County  and 
Town  Taxes  for  the  last  Year  was  uearl}*  ecpial  to  all  the  Other 
Town  Charges  put  together  —  that  in  order  to  ease  the  Inhabitants 
who  are  neiiessarily  burthened  with  heavy  Taxes  to  carry  on  the 
War  they  [)r()p(jse  a  new  mode  comprised  in  the  following  Votes 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Town 

Voted  that  there  be  two  discreat  men  in  each  Military  ward 
chosen  to  Assess,  such  State  County  and  Town  Taxes  as  may  be 
ordered  the  ensuing  Year,  on  the  Inhabitants  that  live  in  those 
Wards  respectively  and  one  other  Person  in  each  Ward  to  Collect 
the  Same 

Voted,  that  neither  the  Assessors  nor  Collectors  sliall  receive 
any  pay  for  their  Servicies  save  the  thanks  and  Crratitude  of  their 
fellow  Citizens 

Voted,  that  in  all  cases  where  the  Assessors  for  want  of  Valua- 
tions are  Oblidged  to  Doom,  they  shall  have  a  right  to  advise  with 
those  whom  they  think  Proper,  as  to  the  Circumstances  of  the 
Persons  to  be  doomed 

Voted,  That  when  the  Assessors  have  compleated  the  Estima- 
tions for  their  Respective  Wards,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  couvene 
and  go  over  the  several  Estimations  in  order  to  rectify  any  Errors 
that  may  appear  in  them  and  to  see  that  they  have  [.">()7.]  all 
adopted  the  same  Standard  in  forming  their  Estimates  —  autl  hav- 
ing done  this  to  see  Ihjw  uuich  in  the  pound,  the  Tax  to  be  As- 
sessed turns  out  upon  the  whole  Capital  of  the  Town,  and  by  that 
Rule  to  Assess  the   Inhabitants  in  their  Respective  Wards 

Voted,  That  the  Books  of  the  Assessors  shall  be  ojien  to  the 
Inspection  of  any  Person  who  wants  to  see  the  amount  of  An- 
otliers  Tax  or  the  principales  on  which  the  Assesnient  is  founded 

\'oted.  that  as  soon  as  the  Assessors  for  any  Ward  have  Coin- 
pleated  their  Assesment  they  shall  send  Tax  liills  printed  in  the 
usual  Form  to  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Ward,  and  tiie  Collectors 
shall  within  days  after    the    delivery  of    said    Tax    Bills,    de- 

liver to  the  Constables,  an  attested  List  of  all  those  Persons, 
who  have  not  paid  their  Taxes  or  any  I'art  thereof  —  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  Constables,  or  Collectors,  immediately  to 
Collect  the  same  by  Distraint  or  otherwise  as  ma^'  be  necessary, 
for  which  purpose  they  shall  have  a  Warrant  from  the  Assessors, 
and  be  allowed  a  jiremium  of  5  p  ('ent  on  all  Sums  which  they 
shall  so  collect  —  And  whereas  great  Advantages,  will  arise  to  the 
Pid)lick  from  the  Taxes  being  early  and  punctualh'  paid  in 

Voted,  That  the  Collectors  be  and  the}'  hereby  are  directed 
and  inn)owered  to  deduct  5  p  Cent  from  the  Amount  of  the  Tax 
Bills  of  all  those  Persons  who  shall  witliin  Forty  Days  after  the 
Date  of   the  same  pay  in  their  Taxes  to  the  Constables 
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[j>08.]      And   the  Coimnittee  prayed  leave  to  Report  further 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  after  some  debate,  it 
was  Voted,  that  said  Report  be  taken  up  by  paragraphs 

The  Paragraph's  of  said  Report  having  been  distinctly  read  and 
considered  the  Five  First  of  the  same  were  Accepted  . 

Adjourned  to  3  O. Clock  in  the  Afternoon 

3  O. Clock  P:  M:   met  according  to  Adj(jurnment 
Mess'^  John  Gammel  —  sworn 
James  Rogers 
were  chose  Surveyors  of  Boards,  for  the  Year  ensuing 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.   "To  consider  the  request  of 
Nathan  Frazier,  that  the  Monies  he  has  Advanced  for  the  Town, 
for  severall  years  past  may  be  repaid  him"  —  was  read,  whereupon 
Voted,  that  M'.  Joseph  Russell 
P^zekiel  Price 
Stephen  Higginson  Esq''. 
be  a  Committee  to  consider  this  request  and  Rei)ort  the  Sum  that 
may  be  due  to  him  at  the  Adjournment 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  AVays  and  Means  again  taken 
up,  and  after  considerable  debate  had  thereon  it  was  moved  and 
carried  that  the  Report  be  recommitted  at  large,  notwithstanding 
five  paragraphs  thereof  have  been  Accepted  —  the  Committee  to 
Keport  at  the  Adjournment  of  this  JNIeeting 
[509.]     Ou  a  Motion.  Voted,  that 

Ezekiel  Price  Esq'. 
CoP.  Tudor 
be  added  to  said  Committee 

On  a  Motion,  Voted,  that  a  Commitee  be  now  appointed  to  Join 
the  Assessors  in  preparing  an   Abstract  that  may  serve  for  taking 
the  Valuation  in  this  Town,  to  lay  before  the  General  Court 
Voted,  that  CoP.  Dawes 

M"'.  Joseph  Barrel 
Stephen  Higginson  Esq'. 
M'.  Leonard  Jarvis 
Isaac  Smith  Esq'. 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  —  sent 

The  Committee  relative  to  the  Fees  due  from  some  Justices,  to 
this  Town  as  its  part  of  Fines  by  them  received  —  Reported  ver- 
bally, wliereupon  it  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  The  Town 
Treasurer  be  directed  to  wait  upon  the  several  Justices  and  ac- 
quaint them  that  it  is  the  expectation  of  the  Town  that  they 
immediatley  settle  with  him  for  the  Towns  proportion  of  Fines  re- 
ceived by  them 

Nathaniel  Appleton  Esq'. 
Added  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  in  the  room  of  M'. 
Gray,  who  is  prevented  l>y  Sickness  from  attending  the  Committee 
The  Conmiittee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  improving  Laud 
in  this  Town  for  the  raising  Vegitables  the  i)resent  Year.  —  Re- 
ported, that  in  their  [510.]  Opinion;  it  would  be  for  the  Advan- 
tage of  the  Town  to  inqjrove  the  Land  at  West  Boston  for  the 
raisins;  Vegitables 
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A(ljouriu'(l  to  MoiKkiy  ncxl  buing  the  22  Day  of  March  lustunt, 
1).  O'clock  Forenoon  — 

Monday  tlic  2t;.  Day  of  March  'J.  (). Clock  Forenoon  —  Met  ac- 
cording to  Adjonriimcnt 

Voted,  that 

Cap',   .lol)  Prince  Sen^ 
J\P.  Isaac  Pierce 
M'^  Konse 

jM''.  Jeremiah  Belknap 
l)e  a  Committee  to  improve  the  Laud,  at  West  Boston  for  the 
raising  of  \'egitables,  which  were  improved  for  that  Pnrjjose  the 
last  year,  and  so  much  more  land  as  can  be  obtained  on  the  same 
conditions  with  last  as  the  Committee  iiiay  Judge  to  be  for  the 
Interest  and  benellt  of  the  Town 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant.  Viz'.  "  To  consider  whether  the 
Town  will  Lease  or  make  sale  of  an}'  part  of  tiicir  Lands  on  the 
Neck  agreeal)le  to  the  request  of  several  of  the  Lihabitants"  — 
whereupon  it  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  the  consideration  of  this 
Article  be  referred  to  1.  (). Clock.  Afternoon 

On  a  Motion,  \'oted,  the  consideration  of  Cap'.  Uiadtords  I'cti- 
tion  come  on,  immediately  aftc-r  the  consideration  of  the  fongo- 
ing  Article 

[511.]  The  Article  in  the  Warrant  ^'i//.  "To  consider 
whetlier  the  Town  will  allow  the  same  premium  to  those  wIid  have 
advanced  Monies  for  the  Purchase  of  Cloathing  for  the  Ai my  as 
they  ha.ve  to  such  as  have  done  it  for  the  procuring  of  Bief"  — 
was  read  and  considered  wlu^reupou 

V'otetl,  that  the  same  Premium  of  ten  per  Cent  be  allowi'd  those 
Persons  who  have  advanced  INIonies  for  the  'J  own  for  the  procur- 
ing Cloathing  for  the  Continental  Army  as  was  allowed  those  who 
lent  their  Monies  for  the  procuring  Beef 

The  Town  Treasurer,  Keported  to  the  Town  that  Airreeable  to 
their  directions  he  had  applied  to  the  Justices  for  a  settlement  of 
the  Towns  part  of  the  Fines  which  they  had  received  —  that  ^P. 
.Justice  Gardner  liaid  paid  Light  hundred  Dollars  on  Account  of 
said.  Fines  and  that  when  their  Accounts  against  the  Town  were 
allowed  l)y  the  Selectmen,  they  would  settle  with  him  for  llie 
Fines  they  had  received — Whereupon  it  was  moved  and  Voted, 
that  the  Town  Treasurer  should  again  apply  to  the  Justices,  and 
demand  a  particular  account  of  the  Towns  part  of  the  l'"ines  by 
them  received 

The  Connuittee  appointed  to  make  t'ull  enquirey  into  the  Affairs 
of  the  Town  respecting  debts  and  Credits  have  attended  that  ser- 
vice and  according  to  information  of  the  Town  Treasurer  liml  the 
Tow^u  indebted  to  sundry  Persons  as  p  List  herewith  reuiered 
from  the  year  17(i2  —  to  1  77<j  including  -  -  -  sos;}  .")  (ij^ 
Ballances  due  in     -     -     -      1777     -     -'     •     -  2;i.s()      -     10 

ditto  in  -     -     -      -     -     -     1 77s     -  -     - 

[_r>l2.]    liallance  due  in  177'.*      -  -     - 

Ballance  due  to   .ALiy  2U'\    1 7sO     -     -      •     - 

the  whole  exclusive  of  Interest  Amoimting  to 
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The  Committee  have  also  received  from  the  Treasurer  a  List  of 
Debts  due  from  sundry  Persons  to  the  Town  which  together  with 
a  List  of  expenditures,  as  also  a  List  of  Rents  from  the  Selectmen 
are  herewith  respectfully  Submitted    . 

JosiAH  Waters  Jun'.  p  order 

The  foregoing  Report  having  l)een  read  together  with  the 
Lists  referred  to  in  the  Report,  it  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  a 
Committee  to  assist  and  advise  the  Town  Treasurer  in  settling 
Accomptg  and  Collecting  the  debts  due  to  the  Town  as  by  a  List 
on  lile,  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  impowered  to 
hire  a  suitable  Person  as  a  Clerk  for  so  long  a  time  as  he  and  the 
Committee  may  kludge  to  be  necessary  also 
Voted,  that  Col°.  Waters 

M^  Joseph  Russell 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

The  Committee  relative  to  ways  and  Means,  Reported,  where- 
upon it  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Report  be  taken  up  at 
3.   O. 'Clock   Afternoon 

Adjourned  to  3.  O'Clock  in  the  Afternoon 


3  O'clock,  Afternoon  —  Met  according  to  Adjournment 

[513.]  The  Report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  Ways  and 
Means,  again  taken  up  at  large,  and  after  considerable  debate 
had  thereon,  it  was  moved  and  carried,  that  the  same  be  further 
considered  paragraph  by  pr.ragraph 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  considered  by  paragraphs 
and  amended  by  the  Town,  the  same  was  reduced  to  the  follow- 
ing Votes,  wliich  were  passed  ])v  a  Majority  of  the  Inhalntants. 
Viz'. 

^'oted,  that  there  be  twenty  four  discreat  Men,  two  out  of  each 
Military  Ward,  chosen  as  Assessors  the  ensuing  Year  to  levy 
and  Assess  upon  the  Polls  and  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Town  and  other  Persons,  doing  business  therein  all  such 
Connnonwealth  County'  and  Town  Tuxes  as  may  be  ordered,  said 
Assessors  to  l)e  under  oath  as  the  Law  directs 

Voted,  that  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  every  Inhabitant  to 
inspect  the  Books  of  the  Assessors,  and  be  informed  of  the 
principles  upon  which  any  Assessments  are  made,  and  the  Assess- 
ors are  directed  to  conform  accordingly 

Voted,  that  the  Assessors  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to  no 
pecuniary  reward  for  the  services  aforesaid 

\'oted,  that  in  all  cases  where  the  Assessors  for  want  of 
Valuations  are  oblidged  to  doom,  thi^y  shall  have  a  right  to  advise 
with  those  whom  they  think  proper  as  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
Persons  to  be  so  doomed 

[514:.]  Voted,  that  where  the  Assessors  have  compleated  the 
estimations  for  their  respective  Wards,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to 
convene  and  go  over  the  several  estimations  in  order  to  rectify 
any  Errors  that  may  hai)i)en  in  them,  and  to  see  that  they  have  all 
adopted  the  same  standard  in  forming  their  Estimates,  and  having 
done  this  to  see  how  much  in  the  pound   Ihe  Tax  to  be  Assessed 
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turns  out,  ui)on  the  whole  (':i|)it;il  of  the  Town,  luul  bv  thiit  rule 
to  Assess  the  Inhabitants  in  llieir  respective  Wards 

Several  of  the  foregoini;-  \'otes  or  parts  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  roeonsidereil 

Voted,  that  the  Assessors  be  and  hereby  are  im[)Owered  and 
directed  to  set  for  such  Abatement  of  Taxes,  as  they  shall  .ludge 
reasonable,  ten  days  next  following  tJie  date  and  delivery  of  llie 
Tax  liills,  Lords  Days  excepted,  and  no  longer,  saving  tliat  tlu-v 
be  allowed  to  set  two  Days  the  last  Week  in  February  for  the 
Abatement  of  the  Taxes  of  such  Persons  as  iiad  not  an  o[)per- 
tunit}'  of  ai)plying  iu  the  above  limitted  time,  l)y  n-ason  of  iheir 
iteing  out  of  the  Comnionvvealth,  or  any  olhei'  unavoidable  iiin- 
drauce  ;  at  which  tinn'  they  are  also  allowed  and  inipowi-red  to 
abate  the  Taxes  of  such  Persons  as  may  have  died  Insolvent 
before  the  said  time 

Adjourned  to  Thursday  next  !('.  O'Clock  Hefore  Noon 

Thursday  the  2'.)"'.  of  March  10.  O'Clock  P:  .M:  .Met  according 
to  Adjournment 

[til.").]  On  a  Motion  made  —  the  C^uestiou  was  put  \'iz'.  — 
Whether  Collectors  of  Taxes  shall  be  chose  seperato  from  Con- 
stables —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

The  Petition  of  Cap'.  John  liradford  fny  an  abalement  of  his 
Taxes,  was  read,  and  considered,  ■whereu|)on  it  was  moved  and 
carried,  that  the  said  Petitioner  have  K'ave  to  withdraw  his 
Petition 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  ^'iz.  — To  consider  whetiier  the 
Town  will  Lease  or  make  Sale  of  any  part  of  their  Land  on  the 
Neck,  Agreeable  to  the  request  of  several  of  the  Inhabitants."  — 
was  again  read,  and  after  some  debate  had  thereon —  It  was 
inovecl  and  Secontled.  that  a  Conimittee  be  now  a[)poiiited  to  take 
this  matter  into  further  consideration  ;  and  to  Peport  their 
Opinion  to  the  Town  as  soon  as  may  be  —  And  the  Question 
being  accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

It  was  moved  and  passe(l  that  this  Committee  consist  of  Nine 
Persons 

Voted  that  Deacon  Sharp 

Ilarbottle  Dorr  Es(J^ 
Col".  Andrew  Symms 
Thomas  Dawes  Ksq'. 
Cap'.  .Iohi»  Pallard 
John  Lucas  Ks(j'. 
]\P.  Thomas  Parker 
Col".  Barl>er 
William  Story  Esq", 
be  a  Connnitlee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  to  Re|)ort  to  the  'I'own  as 
soon  as  may  l)e 

Adjourned  to  Fryday  next  lU.  O'Clock  Peforenoon 

[.">!(>.]  Fryday  :March  .•)()' '.  10  O. 'Clock  Forenoon  —  Met  ac- 
cording lo  Adjournment 

-lohn   I»rown    Esq',   the  Moderator  of  this   Meeting   aciiuainted 
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the  Town  that  his  health  would  not  allow  him  to  attend  his  duty 
this  Day  as  Moderator 

The  Inhabitants  were  therefore  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring 
in  their  Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  the  Meeting  Pro.  Tem°. —  And 
tlie  Votes  being"  accordingly  brought  in  and  sorted,  it  appeared 
that 

John  Tudor  Escf. 
was  chosen  Moderator  Pro.  Tern''. 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  four  Wardens. 

The  Bells  ringing  for  Fire,  before  the  Votes  were  brought  in,  a 
Motion  was  made  that  the  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  3.  0. Clock 
Alternoon  —  and  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

3  O'clock  Afternoon,  Met  accDrding  to  Adjournment 
The  Inhabitants  were  again    directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in 
their  Votes  for  four  Wardens  ;    and  the  same  having  been  brought 
in  and  sorted  it  appeared,  that 

Mess".  Elisha  Sigorney  excused 

Joseph  Prince 
Israiel  Loring 

G.  W.  Speakman  excused 

were  chosen  Wardens  for  the  ensuing  Year 

[517.]  It  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  when  this  Meeting  is 
Adjourned;  it  shall  be  to  toMorrow.  !).  OClock  Forenoon — also 
\"oted,  that  the  Cryer  be  directed  to  inform  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Adjournment  and  that  he  be  furnished  by  the  Town  Clerk  with 
a  written  Notification — also  that  the  several  Sextons  be  directed 
to  ring  the  Bells  of  the  Several  Churches  at  the  intended  Adjourn- 
ment 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  twelve  Constables,  and  the  same  being  brought  in  and 
sorted,  it  appeared  that 

Mess".  Edward  Tuckerman  excused 

Jonathan  Amorv  d". 

John  Read         '  "       d°. 

Benjamin  Clark  d°. 

Joseph  Barrel  d°. 

John  Welch  d°. 

William  Clark  d°. 

Mungo  Mackav  d°. 

EUisYlray        "  d°. 

Samuel  Eliot  ,  d°. 

Daniel  Parker  d*. 

Thomas  Adams  d°. 

were  chosen  Constables  for  the  Year  ensuing 

Cap'.  Robert  Davis  having  desired  the  Town  to  excuse  him 
from  serving  as  a  Warden  the  ensuing  Year  —  he  was  accordingly 
excused 

M^  Stephen  Gore  chosen  one  of  the  Wardens  for  the  Year 
ensuing  having  desired  to  be  excused  from  serving  [518.]  in  that 
Office —  he  was  accordingly  excused  by  the  Town 
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Voted,  Hull  this  ^leetinir  he  now  Adjourned  :iccording  to  tlic 
Vote  already  passed  ;  —  and  it  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Saturday  the  .'51  l):iy  of  March,  !l.  O'Chx-k"  Forenoon  met 
according  to  Adjournment 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \'i/.'  :  I'o  consider  whether  the 
Town  will  Lease  the  North  Battery  for  a  long  term  "  —  was  read, 
and  after  some  debate,  it  was  moved  and  carried,  that  the  fui'ther 
consideration  of  this  Article  he  referred 

The  Inhabitants  were  then  directed  to  withdraw,  and  bring  in 
their  \'otes  for  four  Wardens  —  and  the  same  having  been 
brouglit  in  and  sorted  it  appeared   that 

Mess''*.  .John  Larkin 
Samuel  Avis 
Hoi)estill  Foster 
Nath'.  Shei)|)ard 
were  ciiose  Wardens  for  tiie  enduing  Yi'ai- 

Mess" :  Edward  Tucki-rnian  Jonathan  Amory,  John  Read. 
Benj".  Clark,  Josepli  Barrell,  Joiin  Welch,  Mungo  ^Nlackay, 
Kllis  Gray,  .Sanuiel  Fliot,  Daniel  Parker  und  Tiiomas  Adams, 
cliosen  Constables  for  the  ensuing  Year,  having  desired  the  Town 
to  excuse  them  from  serving  in  that  Ollice  —  they  were  accordinulv 
excused 

[.■>!*.).]  It  being  moved  that  the  P'.  \'ote  of  llie  Ke|)ort  of 
the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  for  choosing  twenty  four 
Assessors,  be  now  reconsidered,  and  that  Seven  Assessors  onlv 
be  now  chosen,  the  (Question  was  accordingly  put.  and  pas>ed  in 
tlie  Affermative 

It  was  also  moved  that  the  ;)''.  \'ote,  in  said  Bejiort,  relative  to 
the  Assessors  not  being  allowed  a  |)recuniary  reward  for  their  Ser- 
vicies  in  that  Ollice  l)e  now  reeoPisidered  and  set  aside  —  and  the 
Question  being  accordingly  i)nt  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

The  Inhabitants  were  then  diiected  to  bring  in  their  \'()tes  for 
seven  Assessors,   and   the    same  being  bi-oiight  in  and  sorted,   it 
appeared  that  only  four  were  chosen  —  Viz'. 
INIess".  William  Lowder 
Samuel  Dowue 
Samuel  Buggies  Ksq 
Bartholomew  Kneeland 
The   Inhabitants  as  directed,  brought  in  their  Votes  for  three 
Assessors  and  the  same  Ijeing  sorted  it  appeari'd,  that 

(iyles  Harris  Kscj'.  —  excused. 

Moses  ]\Iay 
Samuel  Dyer 
were  chosen  Assessors  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Adjourned  to  '.'>.  O'Cloi'k  in  the  Afternoon 

8.  (J'Clock  P:  .M:   met  according  to  Adjournment 

On  a  Motion  made  —  \'oted,  that  the  last  Vote  in  the  Report  of 

the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  be  reconsideied  and  set  aside 

[5*-i().]      Voted,  that  two  and  one  iialf  p  Cent,  be  and   hereby 

is  allowed  to  the  Persons  that  shall  be  chose  Collectors  of  Taxes  for 

the  year  ensuing,  on  all  such  Sums  of  Money  as  tliey  shall  Collect, 
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provided  they  pay  the  same  into  the  Several  Treasuries  before  the 
second  Monday  in  March  1782  —  which  Premium  appears  to  be  a 
Just  and  equitable  and  au  ample  allowance  to  the  QoUeetors,  to 
encourage  them  to  discharge  their  duty  with  diligence  and  fidelity  ; 
provided  also  that  each  of  said  Collectors  give  Bond  with  Suffi- 
cient Sureties  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Selectmen  for  the  faithfuU 
discharge  of  their  duty  in  said  Otticc,  and  complying  with  this 
Vote 

Voted,  that  the  Collectors  of  Taxes  be  and  they  hereby  are 
directed  and  impowered  to  deduct  five  p  cent  from  the  Amount  of 
the  Town  Tax,  on  the  Tax  Bills  of  all  those  Persons  who  shall 
within  forty  Days  after  the  date  of  the  same  pay  in  their  Town 
Taxes  to  said  Collectors,  and  that  this  be  noted  on  the  Tax  Bill 
—  also 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  directed  and  impowered  to 
allow  the  deduction  of  the  Five  p.  Cent  aforesaid  made  by  the 
Collectors  as  aforesaid  provided  they  pay  the  same  within  five 
Days  after  the  expiration  of  the  fort}' 

The  Town   having   determined    to    Choose    four    Collectors    of 
Taxes    for    the    year   ensuing ;    the    Inhabitants  were    desired    to 
withdraw    and    bring    in    their  Votes  accordingly,  and  the    same 
having  been  brought  in  and  sorted,  it  appeared,  that 
[5'^1.]  Francis  Shaw^  P^sq'. 

M''.  Benjamin  Sutnner  Jun''. 
M''.  Thomas  Bayley 
M''.  James  Thom})son 
were  chosen  Collectors  of  Taxes  for  the  Year  ensuing 

The  Inliabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  12  Constables,  in  the  room  of  those  who  were  chosen  in 
the  Forenoon  &  declined,  serving  —  and  the  same  having  been 
brought  in  and  sorted,  it  appeared,  that 

Mess''^  Samuel  Whitney  (sworn) 

John  Ballard excused 

William  Fallass     -----       d". 

John  Cogswell d". 

Jacob  Edes        ------       d". 

John  Woart d^ 

Nathaniel  Cobbit  -----       d". 

Benjamin  Clarke    -----       d°. 

•  John  Rice     -------       d". 

Jeremiah  Belknap        -     ,     -     -       d". 

Shubaiel  Hews d". 

Elijah  Marsh d°. 

were  chosen 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next  being  the  2''.  Day  of  April. 
3.  (), Clock  Afternoon 

Monday  the  2".  Day  of  April.  3.  O.Clock  Afternoon  —  Met 
according  to  Adjournment  — 

M^  Jeremiah  Belknap 
M"".  John  Rice 
Cap'.  John  Ballard 
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yV.  John  Cogswell 
[532.]  3l^  .liu-ol)  Kdfs 

M'.  Jolm   \Vo:ut 
M'.  Elijah   Marsh 
:\F.  Shubael  Ik-wes 
i\F.  William  Falhiss 
^M"".  Bc'ujaiiiin  Claik 
having    clesired   the    Town  to    excuse    them    from   serviii*^'  in  tlie 
Olllee  of  Constables  to   which  they  had  been  chosen  at  the    last 
.Meeting  —  they  were  accordingly  excused 

Upon,  the  Inhabitants  being  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in 
their  Votes  lor  ten  Constables  in  the  room  of  those  which  have 
been  excused  —  a  ^lotion  was  made  and  carried,  that  the  choice 
of  Constables  be  referred  to  the  Adjournment 

Gyles  Harris  Escj"',  having  in  writing  excused  himself  from 
serving  as  an  Assessor,  it  was  ]Moved  & 

Voted,  that  the  choice  of  an  Assessor  in  the  room  of  M'.  Harris 
who  has  resigned,  be  refeired  over  to  the  Adjournment  of  this 
iNIeeting 

The  Article  in  the  AVairant  Xv/}.  AVliether  the  Town  will  Lease 
the  North  liattery  for  ii  long  term"  —  was  read  whereupon  it  was 
moved  and  Voted  that  a  Conmiittee  be  novy  appointed  to  consider 
this  Article  and  to  confer  with  any  Person  disi)osed  to  purchase  or 
Lease  the  Estate,  and  to  Keport  at  the  Adjournment  what  they 
Apprehend  will  be  for  the  Interest  of  the  Town  to  be  done 
thereon  —  also 

Voted,  that  Deacon  Sharp 

M^  Ebenezer  Dorr 
Col".  Symms 
[.l*-^?.]  Thomas  Daw^es  J^s(i^ 

Cap'.  John  Ballard 
John  Lucas  Esq^ 
]\['.  Thomas  Parker 
Col".  Nathaniel  Barber 
AVilliam  Storey  Es(^^ 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaitl  sent 
The  Article  in  the   Warrent.  Viz'. 

To  consider  of  the  IVtition  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants, 
that  such  Measures  may  be  taken  as  may  most  effectually  dis- 
countenance an  illicit  &  Careful  trade  with  the  P^.nemies  of  the 
United  States  "  — 'Was  read,  whereupoa  it  was  Moved,  and  Voted, 
that  a  Couimittee  be  now  appointed  to  take  this  Matter  into  con- 
sideration, and  Keport  at  the  Adjournment  of  this  JNIeeting,  w  hat 
they  apprehend  may  be  best  to  be  done  thereon  —  also 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  it  Inspection  & 
Safety,  be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Moved,  that  the  foregoing  Votes  for  choosing  a  Cojnmittee,  to 
consider  the  Article  in  the  Warrant  relative  to  an  illicit  trade,  l)e 
reconsidered,  and  that  the  consideration  of  this  matter  be  referred 
to  the  Adjournment 

The  Question  being  accordingly  ])ut  —  Passed  in  the  Allirmative 
On  a  Motion.  Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  directed',  to  uc- 
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quaint  the  Justices,  that  a  particular  Account  of  the  Towns  pro- 
portion of  Fines,  [i)!^-!:.]  Received  by  them,  will  be  expected 
from  them  by  the  Adjournment 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  the  late  C'DUstables  he  desired  to  con- 
tinue their  good  services  in  that  Ollice,  till  other  Constables  are 
chosen  and  Sworn  into  that  Office  ;  and  that  they  be  desired  to  lavor 
the  Town,  with  a  List  of  such  suitable  Persons  as  they  apprehend 
would  willingly  Serve  the  Town  as  Constables  the  Year  ensuinii  ; 
at  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting 

It  was  moved  that  this  Meeting  be  now  Adjourned  to  Wednes- 
day the  11"^  Day  of  April,  10.  O'Clock  &  Before  Noon 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 


Wednesday  the    11*.  Day   of  April  10.  O'Clock    Forenoon  — 
Met  according  to  Adjournment 

M^   Nathaniel  Cobbit  appeared  and  having  desired  the  Town 
to  excuse  him  from  sei'ving  as  a  Constable  into  which  Office  he 
was  lately  chosen  — he  was  accordingly  excused 

The    Inhabitants    were   directed    to    l)ring    in    their   Votes    for 
eleven  Constables ;  and  the  sauie  being  brought  in  and  sorted,  it 
appeared  that 

Mess'■^  John  Doake     -----     excused 

Josiah  Simpson  (sworn) 

John  Hewes  excused 

Alexander  Mc. Cloud.  (sworn) 

[o'-iOo]  ElkanahHayden  -     -     -     -      (sworn) 

John  Mc.Fadden  -     -     -     -     excused 

Benjamin  Vezie  ------    d". 

WilUam  Baxter 

William  Rogei's  (sworn) 

William  Ballard  excused 

Edward  Jones  d". 

were  chose  Constables  for  the  ensuing  Year 

The  Committee  relative  to  Leasing  the  North  Battery  —  Report 
as  follows  Viz'. 

That  they  have  Attended  the  service,  and  having  fully  viewed 
the  North  Battery  are  fully  of  Opinion  that  it  will  be  for  the 
interest  of  the  Town  to  sell  the  same  for  the  Most  it  will  fetch  — 
that  to  form  some  estimate  of  the  value  they  are  of  Opinion,  that 
some  suitable  Persons,  who  are  })roj)er  Judges  should  make  an 
estimate  thereof  to  enable  the  Persons  appointed  to  sell  tiie  same 
to  form  some  Judgement  of  the  value,  the  Committee  beg  leave  to 
purpose  to  the  Town  wiiether  it  would  not  be  best  to  give  the  pur- 
chaser liberty  to  pay  for  the  same  in  three  payments  —  they  have 
conversed  with  M".  Jones  who  seems  inclined  to  purchase 

GiBiuNS  Sharp  p  order 
The  foregoing  Reitort  having  been  read  and  considered,  where- 
upon the  (Question  was  put  ^'iz'.   —  "Whether  the  same  shall  be 
accepted  —  Passed  in   the  Affermative 

[5!<J<>.]  Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  he  served  with  a  Copy  of 
the  foregoing  Vote,  and  that  they  be  and  hereby  are  Authorised 


BosiON    Town    Kkcokds,    IT.Sl.  l>^i> 

and    impoweic'd   to  make  Sale  of  said  Estate   in  such   maimer  as 
liiey  shall  Judge  most  for  the  interest  of  the  '1"o\vk 

scut 

The  Committi'c  apijoiiited  to  considei-  tiic  expediency  of 
Leasing  or  making  Sale  of  any  part  of  the  Towns  J^and  on  the 
Neck — Reported,  — and  After  consideral)le  debate  had  thereon  it 
was  moved  and  Voted,  that  the  same  be  recommitted,  and  that  the 
Conunittee  take  into  consideration  the  terms  of  the  late  M\  Snlten 
Hyles  Lease  of  part  of  those  Lands,  as  also  the  best  method  to 
drfend  the  Neck  from  the  iiicroachnients  of  the  Sea,  and  to 
Ri'port  to  the  Town  as  soon  as  may  l)e 

The  Town  Treasnrer  laid  before  the  Town  a  Letter  fiom  M'. 
Justice  (Jardner  ac(iuainling  them  with  the  State  of  the  Fines  lie 
had  received  from  yV.  Justice  (ireenieaff 

The  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  having  represented  to  tiie  Town  that 
they  were  in  such  want  of  ^loney,  thnt  unless  they  are  fmnished 
with  some  immediatley  they  must  o|)en  the  Almshouse  Doors  to 
let  the  Poor  out —  whereupon 

Voted,  that  Samuel  Ruggles  l^sij",  be  a  Committee  to  en(piire  of 
the  Treasurer  what  innuediate  provision  it  is  in  his  [)ower  to  make 
for  the  sui)ply  of  the  Almshouse 

[.">*i7.]      Adjourned  to  ;5.  O'C'lock  in  the  Afti'rnoon 

J  0. Clock  Afternoon  — met  according  to  Adjournment 

yV.  John  Hews  desired  to  be  excused  from  serving  as  a  Consta- 
ble the  i)resent  Year  —  and  he  was  accordingly  excused  by  the 
Town 

yV.  P>enjamin  Vezie  desires  to  be  excused  from  stMving  as  a 
Constable  the  present  year  —  and  he  was  accordingly  excused 

The  Letter  of-  i\P.  Justice  (ireenleaf  and  the  Account  of  ^P. 
Justice  Greenleaf  laid  before  the  Town  by  the  Treasui'cr  were 
both  read  —  whereu|)on 

\'oted,  tluit  said  Lettei'  &  Account  be  referred  totlu'  Committee 
appointed  to  make  en(iuiry,  and  that  said  Committee  ap|)ointed  be 
desired  to  call  ui)on  the  Plxecutor's  of  the  Will  of  the  late  Justice 
Pemberton  deceased  for  the  Towns  proportion  of  Fines  which  had 
been  received  by  said  Justice 

The  Committee  a[)pointed  to  enipiire  of  the  Town  Treasurer 
Avhiit  Sums  he  coidd  furnish  fen*  the  supply  of  the  Almsiiouse  — 
Reported,  that  having  madi;  the  eiiquirey  directecl,  tiiey  wviv  in- 
formed by  the  Treasui'cr,  that  he  had  not  any  Monies  in  his  hands, 
&  therefore  should  not  be  Able  to  su|)ply  any  Monies,  except  the 
Collectors  should  bring  in  of  what  they  have  to  Collect  —  that  of 
the  live  hundred  thousand  pounds  granted  [0^8. J  in  Novenil)er 
last,  no  more  than  fift}'  two  thousand  had  as  yet  been  received 
by  him  into  the  Treasurey 

The  (ientlemen  the  ()verse(;rs  of  the  Poor  having  represented 
in  a  [Most  affecting  iVLinner,  the  ])r.sent  sutTering  and  almost 
perishing  circumstances  of  the  Poor  in  the  Almshouse,  and  the 
Necessity  of  an  immediate  and  Ade(|uate  sui)ply  of  Money  to 
enable  them  to  provide  foi-  their  support  and  to  prevent  what 
must  Otherwise  unadvoiilably  take   place  —  Y'v/}.   The  opening  the 
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doors  of  the  Almshouse,  that  such  of  those  unhappy  Sufferers  as 
are  able  to  walk  out  may  from  door  to  door  seek  such  relief  of 
their  compassionate  and  Christian  Townsmen  as  might  save  them 
from  perishing ;  and  the  Town  having  taken  this  representation 
into  their  Serious  cousideration 

Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  in  each  Ward  to  raise 
by  Sul)scription  of  the  several  Inhabitants,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing two  thousand  Pounds  in  Silver  or  Current  ]Money  equivilent 
for  the  immediate  supply  of  the  Almshouse,  and  that  the  Chair- 
man of  the  respective  Wards,  shall  receive  the  Subscriptions  and 
return  the  Money  subscribed  together  with  the  Subscription  paper 
to  the  Town  Treasurer  who  shall  furnish  the  respective  Collectors 
of  Taxes  with  Attested  Copies  of  the  Same  in  order  to  their  de- 
ducting said  Sums  out  of  the  [530.]  Taxes  of  the  respective 
Lenders  from  the  next  tax  that  shall  be  issued,  &  that  the  head 
of  a  Subscription  Paper  be  drawn  up  by  the  Town  Clerk,  and 
delivered  to  the  Chairman  of  each  Ward 

Voted,  that  Mess".       Silas  Atkins 

Nathaniel  Barber  Ju"'. 
Jolin  R.  Sigourney 
be  a  Committee  for   Ward  N".    1   to  answer    the   purpose    afore- 
said. 

Mess''^  Jedediah  Parker 

Thomas  Coverly  Vernon 
Foster  Cruft 

a  Committee  for  Ward --     N".  2. 

.John  Tudor  Esq"". 
Cap'.  John  ]>aUard 
Jonathan  Mountford  J'» 

a  Committee  for  Ward --     N*^.  3. 

Mess".  Daniel  Parker 
John  Larking 
CoF.  Syras 

a  Committee  for  Ward _-_     X'\  4. 

D^  William  Clark 
Cap'.  John  Pulling 
M'.  Thomas  Ilitchburne 
a  Committee  for  Ward  --------     =     --     N".  5. 

Mess".  Joseph  Hall 
Samuel  l>;irret 
M"".  Stephen  Amory 

a  Committee  for  Ward       -- --     N".  6. 

Mess".  Timothy  Newell 
Hichnrd  Salter 
Joseph  Callender 
[530.]     a  Committee  for  Ward   -------    N".  7. 

Cap'.  Jolm  Simpkins 
Jeremiah  Belknap 
Samuel  Eleot 
a  Committee  for  Ward -----     N".  8. 
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Mess".  Elisha  Sigornoy 
Luke  Baker 
Zcphioii  Tliayci- 
a  Committee  for  Ward      -----------     X°.  9. 

Charles  Miller  Ks(l^ 
Adam  Colsoii 
StepluMi  Hall 
a  Committee  lor  Ward       -----------      >;".  lo 

C:i|)'.  Neliemiali  Somes 
.losepli  Barrel 
Thomas  Tileston 
a  Committee  for  Ward       -----------      X  >.  ]  1 

Deaeon   Thomas  l>a\iey 
Deacon  John  Procter 
M'-.  William  Marshall 
a  Committee  for   Ward       ----- X".   12 

The  following  is  the  Head  of  a  Subscription  Paper  delivered  to 
the  Chairman  of  each  Ward- — Vi/.'. 

We  the  Subscriliers  most  sensibly  effected  with  the  foregoing 
Representation  of  the  present  condition  of  the  aged  decriped  & 
other  suffering  l^oor  in  the  Almshouse,  some  of  whom  have  lived 
well  and  contributed  their  share  towards  the  Publick  expence  ; 
and  full}'  apprehensive  [,">Iil.]  not  only  of  the  many  and  great 
inconveniences  that  must  take  place  upon  those  Poor  being  thrown 
ui)on  the  Charity  of  Private  Families,  but  of  the  great  reproach  it 
would  Justly  bring  npon  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  both  as 
Men  and  as  Christians,  for  so  cruel  and  unpresidented  a  Neglect 
—  do  therefore  hereby  chearfuUy  engage  to  pay  the  respective 
Sums  atlixed  to  our  Names,  to  the  Chairmen  of  the  Al)Ove  Com- 
mitte<',  n[)on  the  condition  and  for  the  pur[)Oscs  expresse*!  iu  the 
aforegoing  Note 

The  Committee  appointed  lor  inlisting  this  Towns  ])roportion 
oi'  Men  for  the  Continental  Army  —  Accpiainted  the  Town  how 
far  they  had  i)roceeded  in  the  service  Assigned   them 

Moved  tiiat  this  JNIeeting  be  Adjourned  to  Fryday  next  being 
the  13"'  of   April  —  3  O. Clock  Afternoon 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Fryday  April  13"'.  ;>.  O'Clock  Afternoon  met  according  to  Ad- 
journment 

I\r.  Benjamin  \'ezie  and  M'.  William  liallard,  who  have  been 
chosen  Constables  for  the  ensuing  Year,  api)eared,  and  having 
desired  the  Town  to  excuse  them  from  serving  in  that  Oliice,  they 
were   accordingly  excused 

The  Inhabitants  wen;  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
X'ott's  for  two  Constaliles,  and  the  same  having  been  brought  in 
and  Sorted,  it  ap|U!arcd  that 

[.">3*-i.]  ^Mess''^  John    Ilunc  ------  sworn 

Kufus  P.ent  -------  d^ 

were  chose  Constables  for  the  ensuing  Year 

M^  John  Doak  ct   M^  lulward  Jones,  who  have    been    chosen 
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Constables  for  the  Year,   ensuing,  having  desired  to  be  excused 

from  serving  in  thai  Office  they 

were  accordingly  excused  from  sei"viug  by  the  Town 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  two  Constables,  and  the  same  being  brought  in  and 
sorted,  it  appeared  that 

Mess''^  Elijah  Searl sworn 

Spencer  Walker      -     -     -     .     excused 
were  chosen  Constables  for  the  ensuing  Year  — 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  one  Assessor,  and  the  same  having  been  brought  in 
and  sorted,  it  a[)peared  that 

(Jeorge  B.  (redney 
was  chosen  an  Assessor  for  the   ensuing  Year  — 

M^  John  Hews  chosen  into  the  Office  of  Constable  for  the 
Y'ear  ensuing  having  prayed  that  he  might  be  excused  from 
serving  in  that  Office,  he  was  accordingly  excused  by  the  Town 

The  Town  brought  in  their  ^'otes  as  directed,  for  one  Consta- 
ble, and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared  that  M'.  Foster  Cruft 
was  chosen  a  Constable  for  the  ensuing  Y'ear  excused 

[533.]  M'.  John  McFaddeu  chosen  into  the  Office  of  Con- 
stable, for  the  ensuing  Y'ear,  having  desired  to  be  excused  by 
the  Town  from  serving,  he  was  accordingly  excused 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  one  C'onstalile,  and  the  same  being  brought  in  and  sorted, 
it  appeared  that 

M''.  AVilliam  C-lough  sworn 

was  chosen  a  Constable  for  the  ensuing  Year 

M\  Clougli  attended  &  desired  to  be  excused  serving  as  a 
Constable  &  the  Question  was  put,  but  did  not  obtain 

The  Inhabit;\nts  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  one  Constable,  and  the  same  having  been  brought  in 
and  sorted,  it  appeared  that 

M''.  Samuel  Smith 
was  cliosen  a  Constable  for  the  Year  ensuing 

On  a  IMotion  Voted,  that 

M''.  Josepli  Russell 
Ezekiel  Price  Ksq'. 
Stei)hen  Iligginson  Es(l^ 
the  Committee  on  M"".   Fraziers  Petition  make  uf)  the  depreciation 
on  his  debt  according  to  Continentnl  Scale  of  depreciation 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  all  Matters  and  Things  which  remaine 
unfinisird  at  this  Meeting  be  referred  over  to  May  iMeeting 

[;">34.]  On  a  Moticm  — Voted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town 
be  and  hereby  are  given  to  John  Brown  Esq'.  Moderator  Pro. 
Tem".  for  the  good  st'rvices,  in  dispatching  the  business  of  the 
Meeting 

Then  the  Meeting;  was  dissolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Male  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston 
of  Twenty  One  Y'ears  of  Age  and  Upwards,  qualified  as  the  Con- 
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stitution  [)rescribi's  aiul  Ici^ally  wuiiicd  in  piililick  Town  ."\ItMliii<r, 
Assembled  :it  I-":inuifl  llall  on  Monday  the  2''.  Day  of  April  A.l). 
1781  — 

Prayer  was  made  l>y  the  Key''.  M'.  C'laik 

Warrant  for  callini!;  the  INIeetiug  read 

I'aiagraphs  of  the  Constitution  or  Form  of  (iovornment,  rela- 
tiyc  to  the  elioice  of  Goyernoi',  Lieyetinant  Goyernor,  and  six 
Senators  for  the  Connty  of   Suffolk 

It  was  then  declared  by  the  Selectmen  tliat  no  Votes  would  l)e 
received  but  such  as  are  unfolded,  and  that  thi-y  iturpose  that 
the  Poll  shall  be  closed  at  lialf   an  hour  past  Twelye  O'Cloek 

It  was  moyed  and  N'otc^l,  that  the  Hells  be  runii;  at  a  (piarter 
l)ast  1-2.  ()'Ch)ck 

[;">Ji.").]  Persons  Votccl.  for  as  (ioyernor,  wiih  tiie  nunil)i.'r  of 
\'otes  for  t'acli  Peison  —  \'iz'. 

His  Kxcellency  .lohn  Hancock    Ks(i'. 
Fi\e  hundred  it  thirteen  \'otes 

Persons  Voted,  for  as  Lui(>y'.  (ioyernor  with  the  >«'uud)er  of 
Votes  for  each  Pi-rson  —  \'i/>'. 

His  Honer  Thomas  Cashing  K><\\       ...  -iso 

Houb''".  Samuel  Adams  Es(j'.       -     -      .  12 

Ilonb'*'.  Azor  Orne  Ks(|^    -----  2 

INI'.  Klias  Parkman -  2 

yV.  Nathaniel  Tracy       ------  ] 

'i'homas l-'sij''.      -     -      -      .  i 

Persons  Voted,  for  as  Senators  for  the  County  of  Suffolk  wiih 
the  Xuiid)er  of   Votes  foi'  (-ach  Peison  \'iz'. 

\otcn 

Ellis  Cray  V.^if.    -------       1 

llonb'''.  deremiali    Powell  Ks(|'.      -       .■)0,s 
Sanuiel  Adams  Ks(j'.       -     -     -     -        .17;) 

dohn    Pitts  Ks(j'.   - .'lO.'* 

Jabez  Fisher    -------        ;.  10 

Increase  Sumui'i'  ------        ,'112 

Samuel  Niles    -     -     - 20 

Cotton  Tuffts  -------        .|7(; 

>r.  Leonard  dar\  is    -     -     -     -     .      -      i 

Hon'"'''.  Ponjamin  Wiiite       -     -     .     -      C 
Hon'''"'.  Thomas  Gushing  Esq'.       -      -      !> 
.lohn  Powe  Esq'.  -------11 

Hon'-'".  Caleb  Davis  Es(|\     -     -     .     -       1 
John  I.owtdl  Es(|'.      ------      2 

Hon'-''.  William  Phillips  Es(f.  -      -     -      1 

[/>.3(».]  Attested  Copies  of  the  Persons  Voti'd  for  as  Goyer- 
nor Leivetenant  (iovernor  and  Senators  for  the  County  of  Suffolk 
were  committed  to  tlie  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the 
Inclosure  sealed  ui)  in  Town  Meeting  —  SuiJcrscrilied  as  follows  — 
Viz'. 
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For 
.John  Averv  Jlul^   Esq''. 

.Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 

of  Massachusetts 
The  Number  of  Votes  of  the  Town  of  Boston  for  a  Governor 
Leivetanaut  Governor  and  8ix  Senators  for  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
Certified  within  and  Sealed  up  in  Town  Meeting- 
Then  the  Meeting  was  dessolved 


At  a  legal  Meeting  of  the  Freeliolders  and  other  Inhabihmts  of 
the  Town  of  Boston  at  Faueiuel  Hall  April  27 — 1781  —  3.  O'Clock 
Afternoon 

Warrant  for  calling  y*".  Meeting  —  read 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  Avitlidraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  Moderator,  and  the  same  being  brouglit  in  and  sorted, 
it  appeared  that 

John  Tudor  Esq', 
was  chosen 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  "To  consider  and  determine 
upon  the  most  expeditious  [;>37.]  measures  for  nmkiug  up  the 
Towns  delliciency  of  Men  for  the  Continental  Arm}',  Occasioned 
by  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  some  Classes  and  Individuals  in 
Classes  to  procure  them  ;  as  also  to  give  in  to  the  Assessors  the 
Names  of  every  such  Delinciuent  that  they  may  be  Assessed  as  the 
Law  directs  the  full  value  of  the  same  which  shall  be  expended 
in  procuring  their  Men  together  with  the  50  pC.  the  Town  have 
Voted  shall  be  laid  upon  the  respective  Delinquents  in  Addition 
to  the  charge  aforesaid"  —  was  read  —  whereupon  the  Committee 
for  Inlisting  Men  were  called  upon  to  inform  the  Town  what  Classes 
were  delKcient,  who  Reported  —  That  oG  men  the  Committee 
have  receipted  for  from  the  Classes  —  1  Man  Inlisted  by  a  Class 
for  which  the  Committee  did  not  Receipt  —  making  37  Men 
from  the  Classes  —  81  Inlisted  by  the  Committee  —  the  whole 
118  JNIen  —  63  ^len  wanting 

(')5  Classes  have  paid  £3G —  &  each  have  a  Man  Assigned.  00 
ditto  have  paid  in  part  £3G  —  125  Classes  have  paid  in  full  and 
in  part  of  £'3(j  —  37  Classes  have  got  their  IMeu 

Classes 

themselves  making - 162 

Classes  Delincpient       ^-------------19 


181 


37  from  Classes 
65  Assigned 


102 

16  Men  to  Assign 


On  a  Motion,  Voted,  that  at  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting, 
the  Committee  for  Inlisting  Men  be  desired  to  make  Report  of 
their  doings,  and  [,"»38.]    The  Names  of  all  the   Persons  who  are 
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Delinquents,  with  resix'Ct  to  [iiiyinu-  tlunr  respective  Assessments 
for  procuring  the  Men  ;  lunl  the  Town  will  then  take  immediate 
INIeasures  to  procure  the  .Men;  and  return  the  Names  of  such 
DeliiKjuents  to  the  Assessors 

On  a  Motion  —  \'oted,  tliat  when  tiiis  Meeting  is  Adjourned  it 
shall  be  to  next  Monday  Seven  night  —  .">.  O. Clock.  Afternocni 

On  a  Motion  —  Voted,  that  the  Committee  for  Inlisting  Men  be 
desired  to  make  enquiri'v  with  respect  to  such  Persons  as  are  car- 
rying out  and  Inlisting  IVIen  for  Other  Towns,  and  to  lay  the  i)roofs 
with  the  Names  of  such  Persons;  before  the  Town  at  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  this  Meeting,  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  according  to 
their  deseits 

Adjournment  to  the  7"'.  Day  of  May  next  being  iMonday.  .'). 
OClock  in  the  Afternoon 

.Monday  the  7  Day  of  .May.  .'1.  O'Clock  Afternoon  —  3Iet  ac- 
cording to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  for  Inlisting  the  Towns  pro[)ortion  of  Men  for 
till'  Continental  Army,  l)eing  called  u\)nn  to  Report  their  doings  to 
the  Town  —  they  accordingly  Kei)orted  that  they  had  inlisled  — 
One  hundred  and  twenty  1  Men 

The  Chairman  of  the  Counnittee  a[)pointed  to  make  enquiry 
what  Sums  remained  due  from  the  several  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  Towns  proportion  [."SJJl).]  of  the  Fines  by  them  ri'ceived 
from  time  to  time 

Reported,  that  they  had  discoursed  with  M^  Justice  (iardner 
relative  to  those  fmes,  and  also  had  read  his  Letter  to  the  Town 
respecting  those  Fines  and  what  he  bad  paid  in  and  done  for  the 
Town,  and  upon  the  whole  they  think  what  he  has  paid  and  done, 
may  be  looked  upon  as  Satisfactoi-y  for  what  is  past,  but  that  a 
regular  Account  ought  to  be  kept  by  the  Justices  in  future  ;  and 
that  they  be  duly  calleil  upon  by  the  Town  Treasurer,  for  the 
Towns  j)roportion  of  such  Fines  as  they  may  have  received  — 
the  Letter  from  M'.  Justice  (Gardner  to  the  Town,  was  again  read 
—  And  the  (Question  I)eing  then  put  —  \'iz'.  Whether  the  same 
shall  be  accepted  as  Satisfactory  to  the  Town  —  Passed  in  the 
Atfermative 

It  was  moved  &  Voted,  that  ^V.  Justice  Greeuleaf  be  desired 
to  lay  before  the  Selectmen  by  next  Wednesday  all  his  returned 
Warrants  since  the  Town  was  opened,  or  an  Account  of  the  Towns 
proportion  of  fines,  making  Oath  that  he  Apprehends  the  same  to 
1)8  the  full  amount  of  what  has  been  received  by  him  in  that  time 
for  the  Towns  proportion  of   Fines 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  directed  to  call  upon  the 
several  Justices  for  a  particular  Account  of  the  Towns  proportion 
of  Fines  received  by  them,  every  Six  Months,  and  also  for  the 
Sums  which  those  Fines  may  severally  Amount  to  within  that  time, 
and  in  case  of  refusal  or  neglect,  to  prosecute  them  for  the  Same, 
Agreeable  to  the  Law  of  this  Conunonwealth 

[i')40.]  The  Counnittee  for  Inlisting  the  Towns  proportion  of 
Men  for  the  Continental  Army  Re[)orted  the  Names  of  Deliquents 
Persons  in  the  several  Classes  —  Whereupon 
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Voted,  that  said  Committee  be  desired  to  Report  at  the  Next 
Town  Meeting,  what  they  shall  apprehend  will  be  the  best  method 
for  raising  the  Money  necessary  to  procure  the  Men  wanted  for  the 
Delinquent  Class  and  Individuals 

On  a  Motion  —  Voted,  that  the  further  acting  upon  the  Article 
«f  the  Warrant,  be  referred  over  to  the  General  Town  Meeting  in 
May 

V^oted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town  be  and  hereby  are  given  to 
John  Tndor  Esq"",  for  his  good  services  as  Moderator  of  this 
Meeting 

Tiien  the  Meetins;  was  dessolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  otiier  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston,  duly  qualified  and  legally  warned  in  publick 
Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Wednesday  the  IG"' 
Day  of  May  Anno  Domini  1781.  10  O'Clock  Forenoon 

Prayer  made  by  the  Rev*^.  M'.  Wight 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting,  read 

That  part  of  the  Constitution  or  Form  of  Goverment  which 
relates  to  the  choice  of  Representatives  annually  read 

[541.]      Sundry  Laws read 

The  Town  having  iletermined  to  choose  seven  Persons  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  to  be  held  at 
the  State  House  in  Boston  upon  the  last  Wednesday  of  May  Cur- 
rent, agreeable  to  the  Constitution  or  Form  of  Goverment  for  the 
IVIassachusetts. — The  Inhabitants  were  accordingly  directed  to 
withdraw,  and  bring  in  their  Votes  fov  seven  Representatives,  and 
then  it  w^as  declared  by  the  Selectmen,  that  no  Votes  will  be  re- 
ceived, but  such  as  are  uufolded,  and  that  they  purpose  the  Poll 
shall  be  closed  at  12.  O. Clock 

The  Votes  being  brought  in  for  seven  Representatives,  the 
number  of  the  same  were  found  to  be  four  hundred  thirty  eight, 
and  upon  sorting  tliem  it  Appeared,  that  the  following  Persons 
were  cliose  —  Viz'. 

The  Ilon''^'-'.  Samuel  Adams  Esq''.     -     -     -     -     415 

The  Hon'^'''.  Caleb  Davis  Esq'. 273 

Thomas  Daws  Esq^     --------421 

John  Lowell  Esq''.   ---------421 

Samuel  A.  Otis  p:sq''.    --------     2G0 

Leonard  .Tarvis    ----------     2.'37 

Stephen  Higgiuson  Esq''. 408 

The  choice  of  Representatives  being  over  and  declai-ed  by  the 
Selectmen,  the  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring- 
in  their  Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting,  in  order  that  the 
Town  may  proceed  in  transacting  the  Other  Affaii'S  mentioned  in 
the  Warrant ;  accordingly  the  Inhabitants  withdrew  and  Brought 
in  their  Votes,  and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared  that 

[i>"4*^.]  .lohn  Brown  Esq', 

was  chosen 

M'^.  Brown  not  being  in  the  Meeting,  or  to  be  found,  it  was 
moved  that  a  Moderator  Pro.  Tern":   l)e  now  chosen 
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The  luhabitants  wei'o  accordintily  (lirecled  to  withdraw  imd 
ln'iug  in  their  Votes  for  a  Moderator  I'ro  Teiii".  —  and  the  same 
being  brought  in  and  sorted,  it  appeared,  that 

.lohii  Seollay  Ksij". 
was  chosen 

Adjourned  to  .'!.  O'Cloek  in  the  Afternoon 

15  O. Clock  Afternoon  met  according  to  Adjournment 

M'.  Brown  tlie  .Moderator  of  the  Meeting,  &  M'.  Seollay 
chosen  Moderator  Pro.  Teni".  being  botli  Absent,  it  was  moved, 
&  Voted  that  the  Town  proceed  to  the  Choice  of  another 

The  Inhabitants  were  accordingly  directed  to  withdraw  and 
l)ring  in  their  Votes  for  a  Moderator  and  the  same  having  been 
brought  in  and  sorted,  it'appeared  that 

Samuel  Allen  Otis  Ks(|'. 
was  chosen 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \'iz'.  '•  To  consider  whether 
Instruction  siiall  be  given  the  Representatives  [54I5.]  that  may 
be  chosen"  —  was  read  and  after  debate  had  thereon,  it  was 
moved,  and  the  (Question  accordingly  put —  WyJ.  Whether  the  Town 
will  now  Instruct  the  Rei)resenlatives  that  have  been  chosen  — 
passed  in  the  Negative 

The  Petition  of  the  Collectors  of  Taxes.  '^  that  the  Town  will 
reconsider  the  Vote  lately  passed  respecting  the  Premium  to  be 
allowed  for  collecting  the  Taxes  ;  and  also  determine  with  respect 
to  the  Abatement  of  certain  Taxes  to  them  committed  "  was  reail 
whereupon  it  was  moved  and  carried  that  a  Committee  be  ap- 
{)ointed  to  consider  said  Petition,  and  lvei)ort  at  the  Adjournment 
of  this  Meeting 

\'oted,  that  AP. Joseph  Barrel 

M'.  Herman  Brimmer 
Cap'.  William  ^Nlackey  excus'd 

M^  John  White 
be  a  Committee  for  the  i)urpose  aforesaid 

Moved,  that  an  Application  be  made  to  »tlie  (General  Court 
relative  to  the  Old  Monies  —  dej)reciating  —  after  some  debate  it 
was  moved,  and  carrieil  that  the  Matter  subside  for  the  piesent 

Voted,  that  M"".  Samuel  Hunt  .Master  of  the  South  Grammar 
School  be  allowed  and  paid  the  Sum  of  >sincty  Pounds  in  (iold  & 
Silver  or  current  Money  equivilent  thereto  at  the  time  he  shall 
receive  the  same  out  of  tlie  Treasuery.  for  Six  Months  Salary  as 
.Master  of  said  School,  the  same  to  conunence  the  1".  of  March  last 

[544.]  Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Ninety  Pounds  be  allowed 
and  i)aid  unto  M\  Aaron  Smith  Master  of  the  North  (Jnuniner 
School,  in  Cold  &  Silver  or  Current  3Ioney  equivilent  thereto  at 
the  time  he  shall  receive  the  same  out  of  the  Treasury,  for  Six 
Months  Salary  as  Master  of  said  Scluxtl,  the  same  to  coinnicuce 
the  first  of   .March  last 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Seventy  five  pounds  be  allowed  and 
paid  unto  j\P.  ,Iohn  Tileston  Master  of  the  North  ^\'riti^g  School, 
in  (toUI  &  Silver  or  cm-rent  Money  equivilent  thereto  at  the 
Time    he    shall    receive    the  Same  out  of    the  Treasurv    Uyy    Six 
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Mouths  Salary  as  Master  of  said  School,  the  same  to  commence 
tlie  first  of  INlarch  last  —  also 

Voted,  that  the  said  M'.  Tilestou  have  an  Additional  allowance 
of  PLighteen  Pounds  p  Annum  for  House  Rent  or  the  Elxchange  as 
aforesaid, 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Seventy  five  Pounds  be  allowed  and 
paid  unto  M''.  James  Carter  Master  of  the  Writing  School  in 
Queen  Street,  in  Gold  &  Silver  or  current  Money  equivilent  thereto 
at  the  time  he  shall  receive  the  same  out  of  the  Treasurey  for 
Six  Mouths  Salary  as  Master  of  said  School,  the  same  to  com- 
mence the  first  of  March  last 

[545.]  Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Forty  five  Pounds  be  Allowed, 
and  paid  unto  M'.  William  Croswell  Usher  of  the  South  G rammer 
School,  in  Gold  &  Silver  or  Current  Blouey  equivelent  thereto  at 
the  time  he  shall  receive  the  same  out  of  the  Treasury  for  Six 
Months  Salary  as  Usher  of  said  School  the  same  to  commence  the 
first  of  March  last 

The  Committee  for  lulisting  the  To\\nis  proportion  of  Men  for 
the  Continental  Ai'my  —  Reported  there   proceedings,  Verbally  — 

Adjourned  to  Frydav  next  being  the  22''  Day  of  Mav  Ins*.  3. 
O'clock 

Fryday  May  22''.  ;>.  O. Clock  in  the  Afternoon.  Met  according 
to  Adjournment 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  a  Conuuittee  to  Act  upon  the  List 
of  Jurors 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  three  Constables,  —  and  the  same  being  brought  in  and 
sorted  it  Appeared  that 

Mess".  Benajah  Davenport  sworn 

Samuel  Sprague 

Joshua  Beal  excused 

were  chosen  Constal)les  for  the  ensuing  year 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of  the  Col- 
lectors of  Taxes,  leaving  Attended  that  service  are  of  Opinion 
with  respect  to  the  [54(>.]  Abatement  of  the  Taxes,  that  the  As- 
sessors are  the  proper  Judges,  and  therefore  advise  that  they  be 
directed  to  Abate  all  those  Persons  their  Taxes,  that  by  Law  are 
exempted  from  payment  and  all  those  whicii  cannot  be  Collected 
which  they  are  convinced  were  not  lost  by  the  Omission  of  the 
Collectors,  but  if  any  are  become  bad  by  their  carelessness  or  un- 
due lenity,  in  that  case  the  Committee  are  of  Opinion  that  those 
sums  so  lost  be  not  abated,  but  that  the  Collectors  make  them 
good  —  and  the  Selectmen  be  desired  to  liquidate  and  settle  their 
accouuts  as  soon  as  may  be 

The  Committee  beg  "leave  to  sugest  that  Application  be  made 
to  the  General  Court  by  our  Representatives  that  a  law  may  be 
made,  expressly  and  cxpUcithi  to  enal  !e  the  Assessors  to  tax  such 
Persons,  as  do  not  resicle  in  Town  but  do  their  business  here,  altho 
the}'  are  Taxed  elsewhere,  as  nothing  can  appear  more  unreasona- 
ble than  the  Determination  of  a  late  Court  of  Sessions,  that  a 
Man  shall  pay  his  whole  Taxes  to  a  Town,  ivhere  he  does  not  ac- 


I>osT()N    Touv    Rkcouds,   ITsl.  199 

qiiirp  :i  farthing,  Imt  only  spriid,  tlic  pioipcrty  }rlii,-li  lip  ac/piirca  In 
this  2\jwn  while  this  Too-u  reaps  no  henetii  althoi/rjk  tli"  hnshiess 
ivould  otheriolse  he  done  b>j  Persons  residing  here 

Tlie  Cotnniittec  are  of  Opinion  th^t  tlio  Prcniinni  of  two  and 
half  p  Cent  allowed  the  Collectors  for  CoUectiiiL!;  the  Taxes,  is 
sullicient  for  that  service  and  that  they  be  enjoined  to  pay  in  from 
time  io  time,  to  the  Town  Treasnrer  at  the  [i>-4-7.J  same  time 
they  pay  into  the  State  Treasnrer,  the  full  pi'oportion  of  the  Towns 
Taxes,  and  that  tlu'  Treasurer  of  the  Town  make  it  a  standing 
Rule  whenever  the  State  Tieasnrer  Issues  his  Kxecutions,  that  he 
does  the  same,  without  further  Orch'r  from  tiie  Town 

.losKPn  I>Ai;ui:i,L  p  Order 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  considered,  X\w. 
Question  was  jiut  Viz'. —  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted 
I'assed  in  the  Affermative  —  also 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Clerk  furnish  the  Assessors,  the  respec- 
tive Collectors  and  the  Town  Treasiu'er  with  attested  Copies  of  the 
aforegoing  \'ote 

The  Committee  appointed  to  liquidate  the  Account  of  Natiian 
Frazier  Ksq'.  for  Monies  lent  the  Town  at  several  Times  —  He- 
port 

That  they  (in<l  the  Sum  of  £T,0l  ..  10  ..  ,S  Silvei-  .Money  due  1o 
him  as  appears  by  the  within  State  —  that  the  Town  Treasurer 
take  his  Notes  given  to  ^1'.  Frazier,  and  grant  liim  a  New  Note 
for  the  above  sum  payable  in  Silver  Money  or  an  ecjuivilant 
thereto  in  Current  .Money  when  paid —  this  new  Note  to  bear  this 
date  and  carry  Interest 

Josi.i'ii  Rr>si.i,L  ,li  n' 
K/.KKiKL  ri;i<  i; 
Stki'IIkx  Hi(.(;inso\ 

[*i)47.]  The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  con- 
sidered—  the  (Question  was  put.  W?}.  Whether  the  same  shall  be 
accepted  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

On  a  ^Motion  —  Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  give 
in  an  Estimate  of  the  Sum  necessary  to  be  raised  for  defr.aying 
the  Expencies  of  the  Current  Year,  and  that  they  determine  upon 
such  Appropriations  of  the  !Same  as  they  shall  Judge  to  be  exi)e- 
dieut 

\'oted,  that  INI''.  Joseph  Ikirrel 
W.  Edward  Payne 
]\r.  Jonathan  Mason 
Stei)hen  Iliuiiinson  Esif. 
'i'he  lion'''-.  William  Phillips  Es(i^ 
be  a  Committee  for  the   purpose  aforesaid — to  Repoil  at  the  .\d- 
journment  of   this   Meeting 

Adjourned  to  next  Fryday  seven  Xight  being  the  V .  of  .lune  ;>. 
O'clock  in  the  Alternoon 

Frydav  the  1"'.  Day  of  June  .">.  OCIock  in  the  Afternoon  — 
Met  according  to   Adjournment 

]\r.  Samuel  AUyne  Otis  Es(f.  tiie  .Moilerator  of  this  Meeting 
not  being    able   to    give  his  attendance  — The    Inhabitants    were 
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directed  to  withdraw  and  briug  in  Votes  for  a  IModerator  Pro 
Tem". — And  the  same  having  been  brought  in  and  sorted,  it 
api)eared  that 

John  Rowe  Esq^ 
was  chosen  Moderator  of  the  Meeting 

[548.]  M'.  Benjamin  Sumner,  M''.  .lames  Thompson,  & 
^I''.  Thomas  Bayley  three  of  the  Persons  chosen ,  Collectors  of 
Taxes  for  the  ensuing  Year,  being  in  the  Meeting,  were  called 
upon  to  inform  the  Town,  whether  they  accepted  of  the  choice 
made  of  them  for  Collectors  of  Taxes  —  when  they  answered  in 
the  Affermative 

Tlie  Committee  ap[)ointed  to  give  in  an  P^stimate  of  the  Sum 
necessary  to  be  raised  for  defraying  the  Expencies  of  the  Current 
year  &  to  determine  how  it  should  be  appropriated,  being  in  the 
fleeting  were  called  u])OU  for  their  Report  —  whereupon  said 
Commiitee  Acquainted  the  Town,  that  they  were  not  as  yet  able 
to  make  Report,  and  desired  further  time  for  that  purpose  which 
was  granted  them 

On  a  Motion — Voted,  that  all  Matters,  and  Things,  which 
remain  unfinished  at  this  Meeting  be  referred  over  to  the  next 
General  Town  Meeting  which  may  be  called 

Then  the  Meetino;  was  dissolved 


At  a  ^Meeting  (jf  the  Freeholders  and  other  Tnhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  chily  qualified  and  legally  warned  in  a  publick 
Town  JMeeting  Assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Tuesday  the  12"^. 
Day  of  June  Anno  Domini  17H1.  o.  O'Clock.  Afternoon  — 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read 

[/>4;t).]  Precept  for  the  choice  of  one  Representative  -  -  - 
wad 

Tlie  Town  having  determined  to  choose  a  Person  to  Represent 
thenr  iu  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  in  the  room 
of  the  Ilon''^''.  Samuel  Adams  Esq'',  chosen  a  Senator  agi'eable  to 
a  Preci[)t  received  for  that  purpose  —  The  Inhabitants  were 
accordingly  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  iu  theii'  Votes,  for  one 
Representative,  and  then  it  was  declared  by  the  Selectmen  that  no 
Votes  will  be  received  by  the  Selectmen  but  such  as  are  unfolded, 
and  from  Persons  who  enter  the  Hall  after  they  have  Voted  and 
remain  untill  the  Poll  is  closed  which  they  propose  shall  be  at 
5  (J'Clock. 

The  Votes  being  brought  in  for  one  i\e[)reseutative,  the  number 
of  the  same  were  found  to  be     -     -     -     -     -     31)4  and  upon  sort- 
ing them  it  ai)peai"ed  that 

-John  Rowe  Ks.i-'.      ------    300 

Avas  chosen 

The  choice  of  Representative  being  over  and  declared  by  the 
Selectmen  the  Inhal)itants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in 
their  Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting  in  Order  that  the 
Town  may  proceed  in  transacting  the  Other  Affairs  mentioned  in 
the  Warrant ;  accordingly  the  Inhabitants  withdrew  and  brought 
in  their  Votes,  and  upon  sorting  them  it  api)ear<'d  that 
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[/);")().]  Tlic  IIuii''''\  lU'iijamiii  Austin  I^sc]'. 

was  chosen 

Tlie  Coinniittcc  appointed  to  coiisiiU-r  what  .Monies  are  necessary 
to  defray  tiie  Charges  of  tiie  Current  Year,  and  in  wiiat  manner  the 
same  shall  he  iipiiroi)riated  —  lieing  ready  to  Report  —  tlie  Ques- 
tion was  put  y'v/.'.  —  Whether  the  same  shall  now  he  taken  np  and 
Acted  upon  —  passed  in  the  Affermative 

The  Counnittee  appointed  to  form  an  Mstimali' of  the  Sum  neces- 
sary for  the  Currant  lOxpencies  of  the  Yeai',  and  to  a[)[)roi)riate 
it   Report 

That  they  lind  the  Sum  expended  last  Year  for  the  ex[)euces  of 
the  Town  amounted  in  Specie  to  ahout  live  thousand  pounds  law- 
full  ^loney,  as  appears  hy  the  Selectmen  antl  Overseers  draughts 
which  Sum  the  Coinniittee  are  of  Opinion  will  he  sulllcieut  for  the 
present  Yeai' 

That  the}'  lind  the  dehts  <lue  from  the  'i'own  as  hy  List  taken  in 
May  1780  —  Amounted  to  ahout  twelve  thousand  pounds  lawfull, 
Money  in  Specie  exclusive  of  Interest.,  hut  what  pro|)ortion  of 
these  debts  are  i)aid  cannot  he  assertained  luitill  the  Treasiu'er 
liquidate  and  settle  his  Accounts,  with  the  Collectors  antl  Otheis, 
which  the  Treasu.  says  is  impossihle  to  l)e  done  without  a  Snlli- 
cient  Assistant;   if  the  Tax  now  proposed  is  put  into  his  hands 

That  the  Sum  of  Xine  Thousdji/l  Poirnds  be  raised,  the  Tax  to 
be  made  in  Gold  or  Silver,  [,">.">  1.]  and  paid  in  Specie  or  an 
equivalent  in  the  new  Emissions  at  tlie  rates  allixed  hy  the 
Judges  Scale  of  Depretiation  at  the  time  the  Tax  is  essued.  and 
appropriated  as  follows  —  One  third  to  discharge  the  Overseers 
Draughts,  one  third  to  discharge  what  remains  of  the  Selectmen 
and  Overseers  Draughts  for  1779  A:  17.S0 —  (if  there  is  not  sulU- 
cieut  ill  the  Treasury  for  the  purpose) — the  Residue  with  what 
may  remain  of  the  two  Other,  appropriations  towards,  discharging 
the  Interest  and  part  of  the  principal  of  the  dehts  now  due  from 
the  Towu,  and  that  the  Treasurer  l>e  enjoined  to  pay  to  (;ach  De- 
partment (if  applied  for)  in  .Just  proi)ortion  and  time  as  the  JMoney 
comes  into  his  hands 

That  the  Collectors  settle  their  former  Accounts  immediately 
or  their  IJouds  i)ut  in  Suite,  and  that  they  Collect  the  present  Tax 
as  soon  as  may  l)e  ;  ami  pay  it  into  the  'I'reasurer  as  soon  as  same 
is  Collected  ;  and  if  a  New  Scale  of  Depretiation  is  made,  before 
the  whole  Tax  is  collected,  the  Delincjuents  to  pay  according  to 
the  New  Scale ;  and  no  depretiation  to  be  allowed  the  Collec- 
tors, but  agreeably  to  the  Scale  at  the  time  they  make  their 
payments  to  the   Treasurer 

That  the  Treasurer  he  Directed  to  li(|uidate  the  dehts  and  give 
new  Notes  (to  tliosC  that  choose  it)  including  the  Interest  for  all 
Sums  prior  to  177(5  to  he  paid  in  S|)ecie,  and  for  all  [5.">*-i.J 
Sums  after  that  date,  in  Specie  or  an  e(|uivalent  in  Currency 

That  the  Treasurer  immediately  open  a  New  set  of  Books  to  lie 
kept  in  Specie,  the  New  Xotes  when  liquidated,  nnmberetl  t<: 
transferred  into  these  Books,  where  the  Tax  now  i)roposeil,  and 
the  Appropriations  are  to  be  entered 

That  the  Monthlv  Draughts  of  the  Selectmen  and  Overseers  he 
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paid  iu  course  as  they  are  drawn  and  no  part  of  the  second 
Month  untill  tlie  first  (if  applied  for)  are  discharged  ;  except  only 
such  Drafts  from  the  Overseer's  as  may  be  in  faviour  of  Persons 
from  the  Country 

That  a  List  be  taken  by  the  Treasurer  of  tliose  that  are  in  want 
of  the  Monies  borrowed,  and  if  they  exceed  the  Sum  appropriated 
for  the  purpose,  he  proportion  it  in  as  equitable  a  Manner  as  may  be 
Tluit  M'.  Edward  Payne 
Col",  Josiah  Waters 
M'.  Herman  Brimmer 
be  a  Counnittee,  and  upon  the    publication  of  every  new    scale, 
the    Treasurer    immediatle}'    Apply    to    this   Committee     with    an 
Account  of  what  Money  he  has  on  hand,  and  this  Committee  shall 
examine  the  Money,  and  Affix  what  depretiation  there  is  upon  it 
and    Charge  it  to  the  Town,  but  [553.]  if   the    Treasurer  shall 
omit   to  apply  as  aforesaid  he  shall   have  no  allowance  for  any 
depretiation  whatever. 

That  a  Copy  of  this  Peport  be  delivered  to  each  of  this  Com- 
mittee who  are  desired  to  see  the  aforegoing  regulations  are  put 
in  Execution  at  the  Treasury 

JosEPPi  Barrel  p  Order 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  taken  up  and  considered, 
paragra[)h  by  Paragraph  —  the  Question  was  put  —  Viz^ — Whether 
the  same  shall  be  accepted  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

Whereas  great  inconveniences  and  embarressments  have  arisen 
in  the  Treasurers  Accounts  from  the  Collectors  of  Taxes  not  set- 
tling their  Accounts  and  paying  the  Sums  committed  to  them  to 
Collect  in  the  course  of  the  Year  therefor  Voted,  that  no  Person 
who  has  heretofore  been  a  Collector  of  Taxes  shall  be  hereafter 
chosen  into  that  Office  untill  he  has  settled  his  Accounts  and  paid 
into  the  Treasurey  the  whole  Sum  committed  to  him  to  Collect  — 
his  Commissions  and  an}^  Abatement  the  Assessors  may  make  him 
being  deducted 

Moved,  that  a  Committee  be  now  appointed  to  agree  with  one 
or   more    suitable    Person   or    Persons    to   Assist  M"".  Treasurer 
Jeffries  —  and  the  Question  being  put  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 
Voted,  that  M^  Edward  Payne 
Col".  Josiah  Waters 
M^  Herman  Brimmer 
M'.  Alex'.  Hodsdon 
be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose 
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The  Article  in  tiie  Wiirraiit  ^'l/.'.  —  To  consider  the  Petition  of 
Jonas  "Welch,  th:it  he-  may  be  permitted  to  lai<e  in  a  Small  .Strip 
of  the  Street  loading  to  the  North  .Mills,  for  the  purpose  Mentioned 
in  said  Petition  —  was  read,  and  considered  —  Wherenpon 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  and  hereby  are  ap[)ointetl  and  ini- 
powered  to  make  Sale  of  tlie  Land  [grayed  for  l)y  ^P.  'Wclch,  on 
such  terms  as  the}'  shall  Judge  proper 

Voted,  that  the  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  Thursday  tlie  21".  of 
June.  3.  ()  Clock  in  the  Afternoon 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Thursday  the  'iP'.  Day  of  June  :;.  O'clock  Afternoon  —  Met 
ticcording  to  Adjournment 

Benjamin  Austin  Ksq^  in  the  Ciiair 

]\P.  Joshua  Real  chosen  one  of  the  Constables,  in  March  last, 
having  desired  to  be  excused  from  searving  in  that  Oflice.  he  was 
accordingly  excused  by  the  Town 

The  CoMunittee  Appointed  to  consider  i^i:  devise  ways,  to  pre- 
vent the  incroaciiment  of  the  Sea  upon  the  Neck,  as  also  to  en- 
(|uire  into  the  terms  of  M^  Sutton  Byles's  Lease  from  the  Town 
of  Land  on  the  Neck 

[ti.]  Report,  That  tiiey  have  examined  into  the  contlitions  ]\P. 
liyles  hired  that  part  of  the  Neck  he  improved,  and  lind  he  was  to 
pay  one  Sliilling  a  Year  for  tiie  Rent,  which  lie  paid  to  the  Year 
1771  and  has  a  Receipt  in  full  to  that  time  —  they  also  find  there 
was  no  [)enalty  to  the  Lt'ase,  that  he  was  only  to  re-didiver  the 
possession  thereof  when  the  Town  required  it 

Your  Committee  cannot  devise  any  ways  for  the  Town  to  pic- 
vent  the  incroachment  of  the  Sea,  but  buikling  a  Stone  Wall  wlncli 
they  apprehend  the  Town  in  their  present  circumstances  are  not 
able  to  do,  Unless  they  should  think  proper  to  make  application  to 
the  (ieneral  Court  for  a  Lottery  to  raise  a  sum  of  Money  Sullicient 
for  that  purpose 

GinniNs   SiiAKi'  p  Order 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  considered,  the 
Question  was  i)Ut  —  Viz".  AVhether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  — 
Passed  in  the  Affcrmative 
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The  Committee  for  Jnlisting  the  Towns  Quota  for  Meu  for  the 
Continental  Army  —  Reported  verbally 

That  they  had  still  Money  on  hand  for  the  purpose  of  hiring 
Men  having  been  greatly  disappointed  by  the  Obstructions  thrown 
in  their  way,  by  a  M''.  Griffls  &  Others  and  that  it  is  the  Opinion 
of  tlie  Committee  that  unless  some  Method  can  be  devised  to  re- 
move those  dhhculties  [3.]  tiiere  is  but  little  probability  the 
Number  to  be  raised  by  the  Town  will  be  compleated  as  there  is 
still  wanting  —  45  —  or  46  J\Ien,  &  they  only  expect  to  procure  a 
few  Others  —  that  the}'  have  now  in  hand  of  the  Money  Collected 
of  the  several  Classes,  about  Six  hundred  &  fifty  pounds  Specie 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  consider'd  by  the  Town,  it 
was  thereupon  Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Committee  be  desired 
to  continue  their  good  services  untill  the  30"'   Day  of  June  next 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  two  Constables,  and  the  same  being  brought  in  and 
sorted,  it  Appeared  that 

Mess''*.  George  Thomas 
John  Cooiv 
were  chosen  Constables  for  the  Year  ensuing 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  all  Matters,  &  things  which  remain  un- 
finished at  this  Meeting  be  referred  to  the  next  General  Town 
Meeting 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town  be  and  here- 
by are  given  to  Benjamin  Austin  Esq',  for  his  good  services  as 
Moderator  of  this  Meeting 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved 


[4.]  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  Other  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Boston  duly  qualified  and  legally  warned  in  pub- 
lick  Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Thursday  the 
28"'.  Day  of  June  Anno  Domini  1781  —  3.  O.  Clock  P:  M: 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  read 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  Moderator,  and  the  Votes  being  brought  in  and 
sorted,   it  appeared  that 

M'^.  Thomas  Walley 
was  chosen  J\Ioderator  of  this  ^Meeting 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  —  Viz'. 

"  To  consider  what  proper  Measures  may  be  immediately  pur- 
sued for  carrying  into  full  effect  the  Resolves  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  22'^  of  June  Ins',  for  procuring  the  Towns 
proportion  of  the  Beef,  for  the  Continental   Army  "  was  read 

The  foregoing  Vote  of  the  General  Court  relative  to  the  pro- 
curing live  Beef,  was  also  read  —  and  after  the  same  had  been 
considered,  it  was  moved  and,  Voted,  that,  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  what  may  be  the  most  speedy  and  effectual 
Measures  for  procuring  the  Towns  proportion  of  live  Beef  [5.] 
for  the  Continental  Army  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  the  General 
Court  passed  the  22  Inst  —  is  also  to  confer  with  any  Person  or 
Persons,  who  jnay  ai)pear  willing  to  furnish  said  Beef  ;  and  to 
devise  ways  and  means  for  procuring  the  Money  necessary  for  the 
l)iirpose  aforesaid  and  Report  tliereon  at  the  Adjournment 
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Voted,  that  All. "11  Otis,  Ksq''. 

Stcpln'ii  lligiiiiisoii  Ms.j''. 
W.  Thomas  Walh-y 
Cliark's  Miller  Kxj'. 
John  Kowe  Msij'. 
be  and  heri'l)}'  are  aijpoiiiled  a  Coiiiiiiitlee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant — -X'i//  —  To  ct>nsider  and  detiTinine 
upon  the  Most  s[)eedy  and  erieetual  Measures  for  raisinu"  the  Towns 
(^uota  of  ]Men.  aeeordinu'  to  a  Hesolutiou  of  the  General  Asseinhlv 
in  their  Sessions  —  was  read — Whereupon,  it  was  nujved  vfc 
\'()ted,  that  the  eonsideration  of  this  Arliele  l)e  referred  to  the 
Adjourninent  of  this  .Meeting 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \"i/J.  '•  To  consiiU'r  what  is  neces- 
sary to  be  done  for  tiie  iinniediate  Relief  and  suppoitof  the  Poor  in 
the  Alms  house  "  —  was  read,  antl  considered  —  whereupon  a  3Io- 
tion  was  Made,  that  application  be  nuide  to  thf  Rev''.  Ministers 
that  a  Collection  be  made  for  the  purjx^se  aforesaid  in  their  Re- 
spective Con<i"reL!;ations  —  considerable  Objections  beintr  made 
to  this  proposal  the  Motion  was  withdrawn 

[().]      And  another  Motion  made,  it  was. 

Voted,  that  the  (ientelmen  the  Overseer's  of  the  Poor  be  (U'sired 
to  prepare  a  State  of  the  destresses  of  the  Poor  in  the  Almshouse, 
and  furuisii  a  Co{)V  thereof  to  the  Ministers  of  the  (lospel  of  all 
Denominations  through  the  Town,  requi'sting  them  to  cominnni- 
cate  the  same  to  their  respective  Congreuations  the  next  Lords 
Day,  and  bi'fore  the  Congregations  are  dismissed,  enforced  with 
such  Arguments,  as  to  them  shall  Appear,  most  conducive  to  en- 
gage the  Attention  of  the  Peo|)le  to  the  same  —  also  to  inform 
them  that  a  Committee  of  the  Town  will  wait  on  them  for  Sul)- 
scriptionsin  the  vSeveral  Wards,  on  the  next  Tuesday  the  Amount 
of  which  will  be  discounted  out  of  the  '^I'ax  now  laid,  and  that  the 
Overseer's  be  furnished  witli  attested  Copies  of  this  \'ote  for  the 
Minister's  also, 

\'oted,  that  the  Committee  of  the  Several  Wards  for  procuring 
Subscri[)tions  for  the  Almshouse,  be  desired  to  renew  their  a[)pli- 
cations,  for  that  purpose,  more  particularly  on  Tuesday  next,  re- 
ceiving the  Subscrii)tions  in  Specie  only,  —  And  that  the  Town 
Clerk  furnish  the  resi)ective  Chairmen  with  a  Co[)y  of  tins  ^'ote 

Adjourned  to  Thursday  next  being  the  .">"'  Day  of  .Inly,  ."). 
O. Clock  in  the  Afternoon 

[7.]  Thursday  the  ;V"  of  .Inly,;!.  O'Clock  -  Afternoon,  Met 
according  to  Adjournment 

The  Connnittee  appoinleil  to  consider  of  Ways  and  Means  for 
pro(;nring  the  Towns  (juota  of  lieef  for  the  SuppU'  of  the  Army, 
Agreeable  to  the  Monthly  Assessments  by  Order  of  the  (Jein'ral 
Court,  having  made  the  neci'ssary  enquiry,  lind,  that  M'.  Plu'l[)s 
Superintendent  of  Purchases,  will  procure  the  whole  quantity 
wanted  by  the  To^vn  u|)()n  the  most  Advantageous  Terms,  ex[)ect- 
ing  oul^'  a  small  consideration  for  his  tronl)le,  and  that  he  will 
eiiunge  that  the  P»eef  for  the  first  Month  shall  not  exceed  forty 
Shillings  S[)ecie  p  huiulred 
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Your  Committee  represent  that  Contracts  might  have  been  made 
for  two  three  or  Six  Months,  but  as  the  Season  Advances  they 
think  it  probable  Beef  will  become  cheaper  and  preferal)le  to 
employ  M''.  Phelps  to  make  tlie  Monthly  purchases  upon  the  lowest 
l)0ssil>le  terms,  one  great  Advantage  of  this  Mode,  is  M'.  Phelps 
can  give  the  Town  a  few  Weeks  to  Collect  the  Money,  besides 
whicli  no  difficulty  can  arise  as  to  the  quantity  none  can  be  turn'd 
in  that  M''.  Phelps  can  make  an  Objection  to,  himself  being  the 
purchaser 

The  means  of  payment  your  Committee  suppose  can  only  be 
dirived  from  a  hard  Moue\'  Tax,  which  t'liey  recommend  should  hv 
added  to  the  tax  now  essuing  —  the  whole  Sum  Necessary  [8.] 
to  be  raised  is  about  £2-100  —  in  S[ieeie  —  Six  hundred  Pounds  of 
which  to  be  collected  in  ten  Days  after  the  delivery  of  the  Tickets, 
and  then  paid  immediately  into  the  hands  of  tlie  Treasurer  or  a 
Committee  for  the  special  purpose  ;  said  Money  to  l)e  paid  to  M'". 
Phelps  or  his  order  to  enable  him  to  go  on  with  his  purchases  ; 
the  other  Eighteen  hundred  pounds  to  be  Collected  and  paid  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Treasiu'er  or  said  Committee  on  or  before  the 
lirst  Day  of  October  next  for  the  [)urpose  all  which  is  submitted 

Tiio^tAs  Walley  p  Order 
The  foregoing  Report  having  been    read   antl  considered  —  the 
Question  was  put  Viz'.  —  Whether  the   same  shall  be  accepted — ■ 
Passed  in  the  Affermative  also 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Twenty  four  hundred  [rounds  in  Si)ecie 
be  immediately  raised  by  a  tax  on  the  Polls  and  rateable  Estates 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Towns,  Tax  Six  hundred  pounds  part 
thereof  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasurey,  within  ten  Days  after  the 
delivery  of  the  Tickets  and  the  remaining  Eighteen  hundred 
l)Ounds  to  be  Collected  and  paid  into  th^  Treasurey  by  the  lirst 
Day  of  October  next,  the  wiiole  of  said  Monies,  to  be  Api)ro|)ri- 
ated  for  procuring  the  Town  (^uota  of  Beef  for  the  Use  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army 

[9.]  Voted,  that  Allen  Otis  Esq"'. 

Stephen  Higginson  P^lsq''. 
M''.  Thomas  Walley 
Charles  Miller  Esq''. 
John  Bowe  Esq''. 
be  and  they  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  Contract  wdth 
Oliver  Phelps  Esq'',  for  the  live  Beef  wanted  by  the  Town  Agrea- 
ble  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  procuring  Beef 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  the  consideration  of  the  Article  in  the 
Warrant  relative  to  raising  Men  be  referred  to  the  Adjournment 

The  Committee  for  raising  the  Towns  [)r(j[)ortion  of  Men  for 
the  Continental  Army.  — Reported  verbally.  That  they  had  pro- 
ceeded, so  far  in  raising  Men  as  tliat  but  forty  One  Men  are  now 
wanting  to  con)pleut  this  Towns  Quota  —  wheieupon 

\"oted,  that  said  Committee  be  desired  to  continue  their  good 
services,  till  the  further  Orders  of  the  Town 

INIoved  and  Voted,  that,  the  Town  Clerk  Advertize  the  l)usiness 
of  the  intended — Adjournment 

Voted,  that  this  JMeeting  be  Adjourned  to  .Alouday  next.  3. 
O'clock  Afternoon 
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[10.]  .luiy  '■'"'.  •■*>.  ()  Clock  Aftrriioon  Met  accordiiiir  to 
AdjoiiniDiLMit 

Tlu!  Assi'ssuis  iKiviuLi;  hi't'ii  (li'sirccl  to  gi\c'  tlicir  AtteiuUuicL'  ;it 
this  .Mcetiii<;-,  tlicy  Alti'iidcd   ticcordiii^ly 

Tlie  Modcnitoi-  then  :ic(]iiaintfd  them  th:U  tlie  Touii  wonM 
wish  to  be  iiifonuril  how  soon  the  Tux  liills  for  tiie  i»reseut  T:i\, 
were  like  to  come  out 

The  Assessors  iiuviiiL!;  tuki-ii  some  time  to  consider  the  Matter, 
acquainted  the  Town,  that  it  would  not  he  nuich  sii(»rt  of  Six 
Weeks 

On  a  ^Motion  \'oted,  that  tiie  \'ote  passi'd  the  .">"'.  of  July 
Instant,  hiying  a  Tax  of  'I'wenty  four  hundred  pounds  Specie;  he 
reconsidered  and  set  Aside  —  Anil  thattiic  Sum  of  Tiu'ee  thousand 
Pounds  in  Specie  l)e  immediately  raised  I)y  a  Tax  on  tiie  I'oils  and 
rateable  Estates  of  the  Inhaliitants  ol"  this  Town,  Si'Veu  hundred 
and  fifty  Pinuuls  part  tiiereof  to  be  paiil  into  the  Treasnrey 
within  Ten  Days  After  the  Delivery  of  the  Tickets,  and  the  re- 
maining" twenty  two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  to  lie  Collected  and 
paid  into  the  Treasnrey  by  the  first  Day  of  October  next,  the 
whole  of  said  Monies  to  be  appropriated  for  procuring  the  Towns 
C^uota  of  Heef  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army  —  Andtiiat  no 
Person  [11.]  shall  Ite  entitled  to  the  live  per  cent  Allowed  by  the 
\'ote  Passed  the  .'U"  of  .March  last  who  does  not  pay  the  first 
part  of  the  above  Tax  in  the  Time  limit  ted  in  this  \'ote  ;  and  that 
this  Sum  be  Added  to  the  Tax  now  issuing,  and  that  the  same  be 
placed  in  distinct  Columns  on  the  'I'ickets  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Inhabitants 

Whereas  by  a  Report  of  a  Connnittee  api)ointed  to  form  an 
Kstimate  of  the  Sum  necessary  for  the  Expencies  of  the  Current 
Year,  it  was  Voted  .lune  12'"'.  that  the  Sum  of  Nine  Thousand 
Pounds  should  be  raised,  the  Tax  to  be  made  in  Gold  and  Silver 
and  paid  in  Specie  or  an  e(|uivalent  in  liills  of  the  new  Emission  at 
the  rate  of  depreciation  allixed  by  Judges  Scale  at  the  time  of  the 
Ta.x  being  issued 

And  Avhereas  by  a  late  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  former  Act  impoweiing  the  Judsres  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  to  regulate  the  depreciation  of  the  Paper 
Currency  is  repealed,  and  no  such  Scale  of  Depreciation  is  likely 
to  take  place  —  therefore 

\'oted,  that  the  several  paingiaphs.  in  the  said  Keport  relating 
to  the  Sum  to  be  raised,  and  the  Scale  of  depreciation  by  whicli 
the  same  was  to  Ik;  paid,  be  and  herel)v  are  reiu'aled  and  made 
Void 

[I'-i.]  \'oted,  that  the  Sum  of  Twelve  'J'housand  Pounds  be 
raised  bv  a  Tax  on  t!ie  Polls,  and  rateable  Estates  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  this  Town,  for  defreying  the  necessary  Expenci's  for  the 
Year  ensuing  —  \\u\  that  the  Tax  be  made  in  (Jold  or  Silver,  and 
paid  in  S[)ecie  or  i'lills  of  this  State  of  tiie  new  Emission  at  the 
rate  of  one  and  seven  Eighths  of  the  new  1'Lmission  foi'  one  hard 
Dollar,  and  tlitit  the  snme  be  ajtitropriated  as  mentioned  in  the 
Rei)ort  of  said  Committee 

The  Committee  Api)ointe(l  to  Contract  with  .M'.  Phelps  for  live 
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Beef  Reported  a  Letter  they  had  wrote  to  biia  a  Copy  of  which  is- 
ou  file 

Voted,  that  -wlien  tliis  Meeting  is  Adjourued,  it  shall  be  to  next 
Monday  being  the  16*  of  July  Ins':   3  O'Cloek  Afternoon 

And  the  Meeting  was  aceordingl}'  Adjourned  to  that  time 

Monday  the  IG'".  Day  of  July  3.  O'Cloek,  Afternoon  —  Met 
•according  to  Adjournment 

M'.  Treasurer  Jeffries  appeard,  and  desired  the  Town  would 
give  him  their  Opinion  with  respect  to  these  two  Questions  Viz'. 

P'.  Is  the  Town  Treasurer  to  receive  of  the  Old  Continentm 
Bills,  of  the  Collectors  for  payment  of  Taxes  yet  remaining  due  of 
the  Two  £250,000,  [13.]  — or  £.J00, 000 —Voted,  to  be  raised 
July  and  October  IT.SO 

2*^.  Is  the  Town  Treasurer  to  receive  of  the  Collectors  any 
Other  than  Bills  of  the  New  EiuisfiioR  for  what  is  due  from  them 
of  the  £9000  —  Tax  of  said  new  P^mission,  Voted,  December  last 
for  payment  of  the  2^^.  Quota  of  Beef  —  After  some  debate  the 
<^)uestion  was  put.  Viz*.  —  Wliether  it  be  the  Sense  of  the  Town 
that  the  Town  Treasurer  should  take  the  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly  passed  the  6.  of  July  Inst  for  his  rule  of  Conduct 
relative  to  the  Questions  proposed  —  Passed  in  the  Alt'erma- 
tive 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  tliat  a  Committee  be  now  appointed,  to 
consider  and  Report  what  they  shall  Judge  to  be  a  suitable  allow- 
ance to  the  Town  Treasurer  for  past  services 

Voted,  that  the  Connnittee  last  appointed  to  consider  a  suitable 
allowance  to  the  School  Masters  Viz'. 

Nathaniel  Appletou  Esq'. 
M'.  John  Lowell 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  the  Town  do  now  reconsider  and  set 
aside  the  A'ote  passed  giving  the  Town  Treasurer  their  Opinion  on 
the  Questions  proposed  by  him  at  this  Meeting 

Ou  a  Motion,  \'oted,  that  all  matters  and  things  which  remain 
unfinished  at  this  Meeting  be  referred  for  consideration  to  the  next 
Town  Meeting 

[14.]  Voted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town  be  and  hereby  are 
given  to  M"".  Thomas  Walley  for  his  good  services  as  Moderator 
of  this  INIeeting  — 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dessolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston,  duly  qualified,  and  legally  warned  in  publick 
Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Thursday  the  ID 
Day  of  August  Anno  Domini  1781   3.  OClock.   P.M. 

Warrant  for  calling  the  JNIeetiug  read 

The  Inhabitants  were  desired  to  withdraw,  and  bring  in  their 
Azotes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting  and  the  same  being  brought 
in  and  sorted,  it  appeared,  that 

Thomas  Dawes  Esq', 
was  chosen 
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The  Ailicle  in  IIil-  W'uiraiit  \i/.'.  ••  'J'lit'ii  iiiid  tlici'L'  uffreaMu  to 
the  request  of  a  Number  ol"  tin-  Iiilialiilaul.s,  to  devise  somk?  ef- 
fectual iiud  s[)eedy  method  of  raisino;  .Money  for  the  payment  of 
the  four  Montlis  C^uota  of  l>eef  for  tlie  Continental  Army,  already 
become  due  —  was  read,  and  after  some  debate  iiad  thereon  —  It 
was  moved,  that  the  Assessors  be  desired  to  attend  at  this  Meet- 
ing, tliey  accordingly  Attended,  and  beiiig  Asked  [1.1.]  Whetiier 
tlie  Tax  Books  were  ready  to  be  delivered  the  Collectors  of  Taxes 
—  Answered  —  ••  That  l)v  the  latter  end  of  the  next  Week,  the 
Tax  IJooks  will  l)e  compleated  " 

It  was  then  moved  and  \'oti'(l,  tiiat  a  Committee  be  now  Ap- 
jiointed,  to  hire  One  iumdied  Tounds,  whieii  is  now  wanted  to 
discharge  a  draught  of  'SV.  Plielps,  for  IJeef  purchased  to  that 
Amount 

It  was  moved  and  N'oted,  the  foregoing  \'ote,  Ijc  reconsidered 
and  that  the  Collectors  of  Taxes  be  desired  to  iii)i)ly  immediatel' 
to  the  Iniiabitants,  and  uige  their  advancing  their  Beef  Tax  ii 
order  to  discharge  M'.  I'helps  draught  for  the  lieef  he  has  pro 
cured  for  the  Town,  for  whicii  they  are  l)y  a  \'ote  passed  the  ninth 
Day  of  July  last,  to  liave  five  per  cent  deductetl  from  their  ri'spec- 
tive  Taxes  for  the  Sum  so  advanced  —  the  Collectors  to  give 
Receipts  accordingly  and  tin;  Money  received  by  them  to  be  paid 
into  tlie   Town  Treasuiy 

The  Arti(,'le  in  the  Warrant  \"iz'.  -^  To  consider  what  is  neces- 
sary to  be  done  for  procuring  the  Towns  proportion  of  Clothing 
for  the  Continental  Army  '"  —  was  read  whei'eupon  it  was  moved 
and  carried,  that  a  Committee  be;  now  Appointed  to  take  this 
Article  into  consideration,  and  Beport  their  Opinion  theretm  at 
the  Adjouriunent  of  this  Meeting 

[lOi]       Voted,  that  The  Moderator 

Sanuu'l  Allen  Otis  Hs(i\ 
Samuel  liarret  Msq'. 
:\I^  Nathaniel  liarret 
M^  Daniel  Bell 
be  a  Committee  for  the  puri)()se  aforesaid      , 

Tiie  Article  in  the  Warrant.  \'i/.'.  To  tleti'ruiine  what  Allowances 
shall  be  made  the  School  Mtisters  "  —  was  read,  whereupon 
\'oted,  that  Nathaniel  Ap[)leton  Esq"". 
M'.  .John  Lowell  lie 
a  C'onnnitlee  before  ajipointed  to   consider   what   may  be  adecjuate 
(i rants  to  the  School    Masters,  be  desired   to   make    IJc^port   ai    the 
Adjournment 

'Fhe  Article  in  the  Warrant  \"iz'.  —  •■  To  consider  what  steps 
shall  be  taken  for  the  better  security  of  tiie  Town  in  the  Niuiit 
Season"  was  read,  whereupon 

\'oted,  that  the  consideration  of  this  Matter  be  referred  to  tiie 
Adjournment  —  reconsidered 

'riie  Moderator  C(j1".  Daws  having  informed  the  Town  '•  that  he 
had  obtainetl  a  Betnrn  of  tiie  Men  now  in  the  Continental  Army" 
it  was  moved  and  \"oted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  desiretl  to  imploy 
a  Suitable  Person  to  arangt'.  said  Beturns.  that  it  may  clearly 
appear,  and  be  determined  wliat  i>roportiou  of  ^Nlen  tiiis  Tcnvn  has 
iroeured  for  the  Continental  Armv 
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[17.]  The  Committee  Appoiuterl  to  consider  and  Report  an 
allowance  to  be  made  tlie  Town  Treasurer  for  his  Services  for  the 
Year  17-SU  —  Reported  the  following  Vote  wiiicli  was  accepted  by 
the  Town  —  Viz'. 

Votetl,  that  David  Jeffries  Esq"',  be  allowed  in  consideration  of 
extra  services,  and  high  prices  of  the  Necessaries  of  Life  Two 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  Specie  for  his  Services  as  Treasurer 
of  tliis  City  [s/f]  for  the  Year  1780 

It  was  moved  &  Voled,  that  the  aforegoing  Vote  respecting  the 
Watchmen  be  reconsidered,  and  that  a  Committee  be  now  ap- 
pointed to  take  this  matter  into  consideration,  and  Report  thereon 
at  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting 

Voted,  that  the  Gentelmen  the  Selectmen  be  a  Committee  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid 

It  was  moved,  that  when  this  Meeting  is  Adjourned  it  shall  be 
to  Wednesday  next  being  the  22'^  of  August  Instant  ato.  O'Clock 
Afternoon  then  to  meet  at  this  place 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Wednesihiy  August  22''  3.  O  Clock  Afternoon  —  Met  according 
to  Adjournment 

[18.]  Cop.  Daws  in  the  Chair — The  Selectmen  being  a  Com- 
mittee to  take  up  the  Matter  iu  the  Notification  relating  to  the 
Town  Watch  do  Report. 

That  the  State  of  the  Town  Trcasurey  being  at  present  such  that 
Money  cannot  l)e  Obtained  for  paying  the  Watchmen,  tiiereforein 
order  to  preserve  the  safety  of  the  Town  iu  the  Night,  that  the 
Captain  of  each  Military  Company  be  desired  to  select  out  of  each 
Military  Ward  two  discreat  Persons  to  do  duty  for  one  Night, 
and  so  on  every  Night  iu  rotation,  that  one  third  of  the  Company 
so  appointed  take  care  of  the  South  part  of  the  Town,  one  third 
the  Middle  part  of  the  Town,  and  the  Other  third,  the  North  i^art 
of  the  Town,  this  to  continue  till  the  Treasury  is  in  a  better  State 
or  nutill  the  Town  or  the  Selectmen  shall  otherwise  Order  p  John 
Scollay  Chairman 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  &  debate  had  thereon, 
it  was  moved  t<:  Voted,  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  mat- 
ter subside  for  the  present 

The  Towns  Conunittee  to  devise  means  for  procuring  the  (^uota 
of   Shirts  Shoes,  &c  f or  the  Army — Report 

That  there  is  plenty  of  Material  for  that  purpose  in  Town  which 
may  probably  be  had  upon  a  credet.  And  that  some  suitable  Per- 
son be  appointed  to  purchase  the  Articles  [10.]  upon  the  longest 
Credit  and  best  terms  possible  ;  and  that  a  hard  Money  Tax  be 
laid  to  fulfill  the  Contracts  as  Soon  as  may  be 

Sajiukl  Otis 

p  Order 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read,  and  considered,  the 
Question  was  put  \v/}  : — Whether  tlie  same  shall  be  accepted  — 
Passed  iu  the  Aft'ermative,  whereupon.  Voted,  that 
Samuel  Allen  Otis  Escf . 
M\  Nathaniel  liarret 
M^  Daniel  Uell 
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1)0  :i  Cominittee  to  procure  1  hose  Articles  iV,ii-rec:il)l('  to  the  forc- 
'^o'nvj;  lvei)orts,  ami  ulieii  done  to  lay  tlieir  Accounts  hclbre  the 
Scleclincii  ill  order  to  ohtaiii  tlicir  Draiiulits  upon  tlif  Treasury, 
for  I'ayment  —  also 

\'oted,  that  the  Sum  of  ( )ne  'I'housand  I'ounds,  in  (iold  or 
Silvei-  he  raised  Uy  a  Tav  u|ion  the  Tolls  iV  l{ati'ai)le  I'^states  of 
the  Inhal)ilanls  of  this  Town,  and  thai  the  same  Ite  paid  into  the 
Town  Treasui-ey,  and  Ajjpropriated  for  discharjfinL!;  the  Accounts 
of  the  Several  Articles  of  Clothiu'^  procuix'd  as  afori'said 

The  lieporl  of  the  (JoininittcM'  relative  to  the  Town  Watch  auain 
taken  up.  and  after  considerable  debate  had  1  hereon,  it  was 
Moved  ifc 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  direi-ted  to  proceetl  in  the  Old  wav 
of  liirino;  suitable  I'eisoiis  to  compose  the  Town  Watch,  the  Town 
not  accepting:  the  said  I\e[)ort 

[*-i().]  The  Committee  Appointed  to  consider  ami  IJeport  what 
Allowaiit'es  should  be  made  the  School  ^Masters  arc  of  Opinion 

That  considering  the  liiLih  prices  of  I'rovisions,  Fuel  c^c — They 
be  allowed  for  the  next  three  .Alonths.  commencing  from  the  last 
(irant  made  them,  to  the  lirst  Day  of  September  next,  doiil)le  the 
Sum  in  Specie  granted  them  respectively  in  the  Yt'ar  1771. 

Tli(>  foregoing  l\e[)ort  having  been  read,  and  considered.  — 
(.Question  was  put  —  S'iz'  :  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  — 
Passed  in  the  Afferniative 

Voted,  that  all  Matters  i^-  things  which  remain  unlinished  at 
this  Meeting  be  referre(l  over  to  the  next  (General  Town  JVK'cting, 
then  to  be  acted  ui)on 

Voted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town  be  and  hereby  are  given  to 
Thomas  Daws  Ks(i'.  for  his  g(^od  ser\  ici's  as  Moderator  of  this 
Meeting 

Then  the  ^leetiufj  was  dessolve(L 


At  a  ^Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  i^  other 
Inhabitants  of  the  'I'own  of  Boston  in 
])ul)lick  'I\)wn  ^Meeting  Asseml)led  at 
Faneuil  Hall  being  duly  (pialilied 
&  legally  warned  ;    December  [7.]  17>!1 
[21.]      "Warrant  for  calling  Meeting  —  read 

The  Iidiabitants  wer(>  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
\'otes  for  a  .Moderator  of  this  Meeting  and  the  same  being  l)rought 
in  and  sorted,  it  a[)peared  that 

The  lion''''':  Samuel  .\dams  I'"s)|'.  was  chosen 
The  Article  in  the    Warrant.    \'i/.'  :   '•  To  consider  the  Ai)plica- 
tion  of  a  Sister  Town    relative    to    the    Fishery"  —  was  read  — 
whereupon   >\Ioved    A:    \'oted.    that   the    Letter  from   the    'I'owii    of 
.Marljleliead,  be  read.  t'<:  it  was  accordingly  read 

It  was  then  Moved,  that  a  time  be  now  Assigne(l  foi-  theconsitl- 
eration  of  said  Letter  fiom  Marblehead.  i>ut  anothei-  .Motion  being 
made  and  seconded,  that  the  consideration  of  this  matter  subside 
for  the  i)reseiit  &  that  the  Article  relative  to  (irants  be  now  taken 
U})  —  the  (Question  was  put.  vN.  passed  in   the  Atferm.ativc- 

TJie  Article  in  the  Warrant  \'iz'  :   "  To  consider  ami  lirant  such 
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Sums  of  Money,  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  Judged  needfull 
for  the  payment  of  the  School  Masters,  for  the  Relief,  of  the 
Poor,  and  for  defraying  other  necessary  Charges  ;  the  Tax  laid  in 
March  last,  for  said  purposes  having  been  collected  almost  wiioly 
in  Monies  of  the  New  Emniission,  now  out  of  circulation"  was 
read  —  [^^i*]  Whereupon  it  was  moved  &  Voted,  that  a  Committee 
be  now  ap|>ointed  to  take  this  Article  into  consideration,  and  to 
Report  at  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting  :  the  Sum  necessary  to 
l)e  laised  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Voted,  that  Edward  Payne  Esq'. 
M''.  Joseph  Barrel 

M''.  Jonathan  Mason  Sen"".  ' 

Stephen  Higginson  Esq''. 
William  Phillips  Esq', 
be  a  Committee  for  said  purpose,  and  that  this  Committee  be   In- 
structed to  lay  before  the  Town  a  List  of  the  necessary  charges  of 
the  Town  ■ 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  the  Letter  from  Marblehead,  be  again 
read  —  and  the  Letter  being  read  accordingly 

Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  now  appointed  to  take  the  Subject 
matter  of  this  Letter  into  consideration,  and  Report  at  the 
Adjournment 

\'oted,  that  the  Hon'''"' :  Samuel  Adams  Esq'". 
Perez  Morton  Esq'. 
Samuel  A.  Otis  Esq'". 
Isaac  Smith  Esq'". 
Joseph  Barrel  Esq'". 
l)e  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  ' 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant.  \izK —  "  To  consider  and  Act  upon 
the  Memorial  of  the  Assessors,  relative  to  Delinquent  Classes  and 
Individuals  of  each  of  those  Classes  —  was  read  [33.]  And 
Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  now  appointed  to  take  the  JMemorial 
of  the  Assessors  and  the  Papers  accompanying  the  same  into  con- 
sideration, and  Report  at  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting. 
^^Jted,  that       Maj'" :  JMelv'ille 

Nathaniel  Appleton  Esq'". 
M"".  Thomas  Walley  —  excused 
John  Lucas  Es(i''. 
to  be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  when  this  Meeting  is  Adjourned,  it  shall 
be  to  the  Rei)reseutatives  Chaml)er — provided  leave  can  be  ob- 
tained for  that  [)urpose 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned  to  Tuesday  tiie 
11"'  Day  of  December  Instant.  3.  O'Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  then 
to  meet  at  the  Representatives  Chamber 

Tuesday  the  11"'  Day  of  December  3.  O  Clock  Afternoon,  INIet 
according  to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  ai)pointed  to  take  the  following  .Vrticle  in  the 
Warrant  into  consideration  —  Viz' :  "To  consider  and  grant  such 
Sums  of  Monies  and  in  such  manner  as  ma}'  be  Judged  needfull 
for  tlie  payment  of  the  School  Masters,  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor, 
and  for  defreying  other  necessary  charges,  the  Tax  laid  in  3IarcLi 
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last   for    said    purpose,    liaviiiu'    lurii   C'oUcctccl    almost   wiioUy    in 
Monies  of  the  New  Emission  now  out  of  (,'irenlation  " —  Ive[iort 

[*-i4:.]  Thai  havinu,'  examined  the  Estimate  on  wliicli  they 
formed  their  Report  in  .May  last,  and  Hn(hn^•  the  Tax  granted  at 
that  time,  was  to  be  paid  in  liills  of  the  New  Emission  which  were 
soon  after  out  of  Circulation,  and  conse(jUently  no  part  of  the 
Seleetniens  Draughts  for  the  payment  of  Schoolmasters,  and 
( )ther  Servants  of  the  'I'own,  nor  those  c^f  the  Overseer's  for  the 
support  of  the  I'oor  have  been  paid 

The  Connnittee  are  of  ( )[)iniou  that  tin-  Sum  of  Twelve  Tiiou- 
sand  Pounds  lawfull  Monie,  or  £2'2,i')i){)  in  liills  of  the  new  Emis- 
sion, was  Voted  in  May  last  to  he  raised  by  a  Tax,  and  one  thii'd 
of  said  Sum  to  be  a[)pi()priatt'd  to  discharge  i)art  of  the  l)el)ts  dut; 
from  the  Town  for  M<jnies  boi-rowed,  which  'I'ax  being  to  be  paid 
in  Hills  of  the  New  Emission,  and  when  received,  tiie  A\diole  "will 
remain  useless  in  the  Treasuicy  I  nless  the  Cieditors  of  the  Town 
will  consent  to  receive  Iheii'  pay  in  those  Bills  at  some  rate  that 
may  be  agreed  on  by  a  Connnittee  iii)pointed  for  that  jturpose 

The  Conunitti'e  tlierefore  propose  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Town,  whether  Ihey  Will,  at  present  raise  a  fnrtiier  Sum  by  a  Tax 
to  be  appropriated  towards  the  payment  of  pait  of  those  Debts, 
and  let  those  liills  remain  iu  the  Treasury,  untill  (Jovernment 
shall  make  provision  for  their  ivedemption  —  or  whether  they  will 
appoint  a  Committee  to  dispose  of  said  liills  on  the  best  terms 
that  can  be  Obtained 

[*^0.]  The  foregoing  Ixeport  having  been  read  and  ;  after  some 
debate  had  thereon  (it  was  moved  that  a  Conuuittee  be  now  ap- 
pointed agreeable  to  said  Report,  to  dispose  of  the  liills,  of  the 
New  Emission  .Money,  now  in  the  Treasurey,  for  the  most  they  can 
obtain  —  and  the  <^>uestion  being  Accordingly  put  —  Passed  in 
the  Negative 

It  was  then  Moved,  that  the  Monies  above  mentioned  lie  dis- 
posed of  for  the  payment  of  the  Towns  l)el)ts  —  the  ()uestion 
being  put  —  Passed  in  the  Negative 

It  was  also  moved,  that  the  tirst  \'ote  negativing  the  disposing 
of  said  i\Ionies  as  Peported  by  the  Connnittee  be  I'cconsidered, 
and  the  (Question  being  put  —  passed  in  the  Negative 

It  was  then 

\'()ted,  that  the  Sum  of  Six  thousand  Pounds,  be 
raised  by  a  Tax  on  the  Polls  and  ratable  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  Towu,  f(jr  defreving  the  necessary  Expi-nces  of  the  present 
Year 

On  a  Motion,  \'oted,  that  a  Commiltee  be  now  Ai)pointed,  to 
waite  upon  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  Acquaint  him  with  the 
Apprehensions  of  the  Inhabitants,  of  dangers  from  a  N'essels  lay- 
.ug  near  the  Town,  said  to  have  several  thousand  barrels  of 
Powder  on  board  and  i)rayiug  his  Excellency  to  take  such  Pleas- 
ures thereon,  as  he  may  apprehend  the  safely  of  the  Town  ro(;uires 
—  also 

Voted,  that  the  Crentlemen  the  Selectmen  be  a  Connnittee  for 
that  purpose 

[*iG.]      The  Committee  ApiKjiuted    lo    take    the    Matter   of  the 
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Letter  from  the  Town  of  Maiblehead  relative  to  the  Fishery,  into 
consideration  Reported  a  set  of  Instructions  to  be  given  tlie  Geu- 
telmen  wlio  Represent  this  Town  in  the  General  Court  — as  also  a 
sireular  Letter  to  be  forwarded  by  the  Selectmen  — And  the  Same 
having  l)een  read  —  the  (Question  was  put.  Viz'.  Whetlier  the 
Town  will  now  Instruct  their  Representatives  relative  to  the  Fish- 
ery, as  recommended  by  the  Committee,  which  passed  in  the 
Affermativo 

The  Instructions  Reported  by  tiie  Committee  being  read  and 
considered,  the  Question  was  put  —  Whether  said  lustructioyis  be 
given  to  the  Gentlemen  wdio  Represent  the  Town  in  the  General 
Court  —  passed  in  the  Aft'ermative  —  The  Instructions  are  as 
follows  —  y\/.\ 

Gentlemen, 

The  brilliant  successes  wliich  have  attended  the  Allied  Arms 
through  the  course  of  the  proceeding  Campaign,  afords  us  the 
most  flattering  prospects  that  our  Enemies  (though  hitherto  Obste- 
uate  to  a  degree  of  infatuation)  will  soon  sue  for  Peace.  — In  the 
conditions  of  that  Peace,  Your  constituants  feel  themselves  as 
deeply  and  immediately  interested  as  any  Part  of  the  Powers  at 
War ;  but  from  an  equal  desire  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of 
the  Federal  Repniblick,  and  the  Safet}^  &  [31.]  Ilajipiness  of  this 
Commonwealth,  they  think  it  their  duty  to  Open  to  you  their  Sen- 
tements  on  the  importance  of  that  Principle  Branch  of  the  Eastern 
Trade,  the  Fishery,  and  the  Necessaty  of  confirming  a  rite  to  it  by 
an  express  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace The  present  De- 
cayed State  of  a  Number  of  our  Maritime  Towns  contrasted  with 
their  flourishing  Situation  previous  to  the  present  Contest,  is  a 
striking  proof,  not  only  of  the  Advantages  of  the  Fishery  to  the 
commercial  part  of  the  Commonweallli,  but  the  immediate  ruin 
that  follows  the  want  of  it ;  and  if  an}'  of  their  Sister  Towns  can 
boast  more  eligible  circumstances,  their  riches  are  derived  from  a 

source  which  is  but  temporary  and  will  last  only  with  the  War 

The  stagnation  of  the  Fishery  furnished  us  with  means,  for  Cr 
using  against  the  P^nemy's  property,  and  its  to  the  astonishing 
Successes  that  have  hitherto  Attended  that  kind  of  enterprize  that 
we  owe  the  principle  part  of  our  present  Trade  —  And  though  the 
Mercliants  of  some  of  our  Seaports  have  lately  made  considerable 
importations  from  the  ditferant  European  Markets,  j^et  'tis  from  a 
Source  not  more  lasting  than  the  Other,  that  they  derive  their 
Ability  to  do  it.  The  introduction  of  Foreign  Armies  an  Navies 
amongest  us,  has  created  great  demands  for  our  internal  Supplies 
those  Supplies  have  furnished  our  Merchants  with  exchange,  and 
enabled  them  to  make  large  remittances. 

[*iS.]  In  Addition  to  wliich  the  Exportation  of  Gold  and 
Silver,  during  the  Paper  currency,  has  constituted  no  inconsid- 
erable [)art  of  the  lialhmce  of  our  Trade.  —  Put  if  it  is  Obvious  to 
the  Eye  of  every  One,  that  these  resources  of  our  Wealth  must 
inevitably  fail  with  the  AYar — And  in  a  Time  of  Peace,  like  all 
Other  Nations,  we  must  depend  only  upon  the  Staple  Commodities 
of  our  own  Country,  for  the  Support  of  oiu-  commerce  —  These 
comuKKlitii's  exclusive  of  the  Fishery,  will  consist  only  of  Lumber, 
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ami  a  small  (|ii:uititv  of  Inland  I'rovisions.  These  Articles  were 
never  supposed  more  than  Sullicient  lo  hallanee  our  West  India 
Importations  ;  for  everv  l'>uropean  Article  of  consumption  there- 
fore (which  was  ft)rmeily  paid  for  b}' onr  Fish  and  Ovl)  the  Trade 
must  be  in  deltt.  How  fast  that  del)t  will  accun)ilatc,  ^t  how 
long  it  will  take  to  iiiin  llu-  Trade,  c^  im[)overisli  the  Country, 
may  be  seen  by  the  calculations  of  the  iMerclmnts  of  this  T<nvn  in 
the  year  17()I),  by  which  it  appears  that  upwards  of  Four  hundred 
\'essells  were  constantly  employed  in  the  Fishery,  and  the  Annual 
Profits  of  their  Labour  amoinited  to  u[)wardsof  t'Kid.OOO  St(;rlin<j;  ; 
the  whole  of  this  was  remitted  to  Great  Britain  for  payment  of  the 
Merchandizes,  Anmudly  imported  from  that  Island  : —  It  therefore 
follows  that  without  this  Staple,  we  nuist  either  Content  ourselves 
to  forego  the  Use  of  all  European  commoilities,  or  become  mecr 
carriers  [*wJ).]  to  the  rest  of  (he  W'oi'ld  ;  the  former  from  hai)it 
is  become  imi)ractieable  ;  and  the  latter  is  too  ^Mortifying  to  sub- 
mit to,  and  to  inconsiderable  in  its  prospects  to  l)c  considered  as 
an  K(|uivalcnt. 

It  is  hence  also  easey  to  conceive  (though  we  Apprehend  need- 
li'ss  to  urge)  of  how  vast  an  importance  the  preservation  of  this 
Trade  is  to  every  Other  part  of  the  Conniionwealth  —  The  various 
]\Iechanicks.  necessarily  employed  in  the  building,  rigging  and 
fitting  out  such  ti  Number  of  \essels,  must  without  it  be  destitute 
of  Subsistance  ;  And  the  great  (]uantities  of  |)rovisions,  expended 
by  our  Fishermen,  and  the  Timber  made  use  of  in  lUiilding  the 
Vessells,  together  with  the  Staves,  Hoops.  <Scc.  made  use  of  in 
the  exjiortation  of  the  Fish  &  Oyl.  will  convince  us,  that  the  loss 
of  the  Fishery  nuist  essentially  affect  our  inland  IJrethren  ;  And 
without  urging  the  more  remote  Argument,  that  the  wealth  & 
Strength  of  every  Nation  depends  on  the  prosperity,  and  increase 
of  its  conunerce  it  is  evident,  that  the  vast  debt  we  have  (bund 
it  necessary  to  contract  in  the  present  AVar,  together  with  all.  the 
pul)lick  Taxes  we  may  hereafter  be  Oblidged  to  raise,  on  the  fail- 
ure of  the  Trade,  or  in  proportion  to  its  diujcnution,  nuist  In- 
evitably fall  on  the  Landed  Interest  —  And  Avhen  they  consider, 
what  a  great  Part  of  the  Publick  'J'axes  is  paid  by  the  ^Mercantile 
Towns,  and  that  the  Countr}'  are  in  a  great  JMeasure  enabled  to 
pay  their  proportion  of  them  by  vending  their  produce  in  the  Sea 
Ports,  it  is  clear,  that  upon  the  ilepopulation  of  the  JMaritime,  and 
the  additional  [.*{().]  Weight  of  Taxes  on  the  Country  Towns, 
which  must  follow  the  loss  of  our  Trade,  the  lUirthen  will  be  to 
them  Intolerable  —  Hut  the  reasons  need  not  Ite  load  For  though 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  other  States  are  not  so  inunediately  af- 
fected h\  the  loss  of  the  Fishery,  yet  we  conceive  it  not  less  im- 
portant to  the  whole  ConCedeiacey.  than  to  us,  in  its  political 
Consecjuences.  —  Their  future  rank  among  the  Nations  of  the 
F2arth  will  depend  on  their  Naval  Strength  ;  &  if  they  mean  to 
be  a  Commercial  People,  it  behoves  them  to  be  Al)le  at  all  times 
to  protect  their  Commerce  ;  —  The  means  l)y  which  they  can  pro- 
cure that  protection  iNc  Naval  Strength,  is  to  give  incouragement 
to  that  kind  of  Trade  among  themselves,  which  will  best  serve  as 
a   Nurserv  for  St-amen. 
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The  imporlixiice  of  the  Fishery  in  this  view  is  obvious  from  the 
valuable  acquisitions  made  in  the  beginning  of  the  War  by  our 
Privateers,  seven  eighths  of  which  where  manned  from  this  source: 
—  And  though  from  this  circumstance  our  Enemies,  Open  and 
Secreat,  have  endeavoured  to  allarm  the  Other  States  of  the  Union 
with  an  Idea,  that  the  possession  of  the  Fishery  will  give  a 
dangerous  Supperiority  of  Strength  to  the  Eastern  States,  &  so 
have  Attempted  to  disuuit  us  in  the  claim  of  it ;  yet  we  are  con- 
fident, their  wicked  designs  must  prove  abortive,  when  'tis  con- 
sidered that  (if  we  were  disposed  to  be  a  faithless  and  a  treacherous 
People)  ['^l.]  Our  Necessities  for  the  Use  of  the  Southern  com- 
modities, and  the  Advantages  we  shall  derive  thereby  a  Circuitous 
Trade  from  Their  Ports  to  Foreign  Markets,  will  forever  make  it 
the  Interest  of  Eastein  States  to  preserve  the  Confederation  per- 
petual ;  and  wall  always  be  a  Security  to  the  Southern  States 
against  the  abuse  of  any  Superiority  of  Strength  wliicli  the  Fishery 
may  be  supposed  to  give  us.  —  Should  it  be  said,  that  the  Right 
we  claim,  is  a  Right  Common  to  all  Nations,  and  that  we  shall 
therefore  be  intitled  to  the  use  of  it,  whether  it  is  made  an  express 
Article  of  Treaty  or  not :  —  We  answer,  that  it  can  injure  no 
Power  to  confirm  our  Natural  rights  by  express  Acknowledge- 
ment, if  they  honestly  intend  we  shall  enjoy  them  ;  and  if  they 
decline  making  this  Acknowledgment,  it  is  a  just  cause  of  sus- 
picion that  their  intentions  are  not  honest.  —  But  we  know  the 
Haughty  Kingdom  with  whome  we  are  at  War ;  and  her  annalls 
furnish  us  with  instances  of  her  Sovereigns  claiming  by  solemn 
Acts  the  Empire  of  the  Seas,  and  setting  bounds  to  Other  In- 
dependant  Nations  in  the  Use  of  that  element,  to  which  by  the 
Laws  of  Nature,  they  had  an  equal  Title.  And  France  herself 
(now  the  greatest  Naval  Power  upon  Earth)  has  found  it  necessary 
to  be  admitted  by  Treaty  to  the  i)articipation  of  that  very  right 
for  which  we  now  contend.  —  And  why  should  we  imagine  That 
(ireat  Britain  will  be  more  tender  of  the  Natural  rights  of  the 
United  States,  than  she  has  been  of  those  of  Other  Nations,  wdio 
were  [3!2.j  Infinately  better  Able  to  resist  her  unlaw'fuU  Claims 
upon  the  Ocean.  —  On  the  contrary,  have  we  not  ever}^  reason  to 
expect,  that  her  Resentment,  heightened  by  disappointment  will 
induse  her  to  revenge  her  Self  on  the  States,  as  soon  as  a  Con- 
venient Oppertunity  presents  its  self  ;  &  unless  this  Rite  is  guar- 
anteed to  us  by  the  Negotiating  Powers  she  will  undoubtedly 
make  this  the  Cause  of  her  Quarrel:  and  the  Instant  she  Attacks 
on  this  Pretence,  the  whole  Confederacy  nmst  be  involved  in  a 
W^ar ;  —  For  the  Fishery  having  been  uninteruptedly  enjoyed  by 
our  Ancestors  from  Time  immemorial  &  secured  to  them  by 
Charter,  in  an  Ancient  Priviledge,  &  one  of  those  Liberties,  for 
the  security  of  which,  that  firm  league  of  Friendship  was  enter'd 
into  by  the  Thirteen  States,  so  clearly  Stipulated  in  the  Third 
Article  of  their  Confederation.  — It  is  therefore  the  duty.  Seconded 
by  the  clearest  interest  of  every  State  within  the  Fedt-ral  Union, 
to  have  this  right  explicitly  Acknowledged  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace, 
as  the  only  means  of  securing  to  themselves  a  lasting  &  a  Happy 
one  — From     these    Considerations,    Gentleman,    we    instruct    & 
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direct  yoii.  in  the  Aiiiiroacliiiiu;  Sessions  of  llu-  Legi>laluie  of  tliis 
Conimonwciilth  to  nio\  e  for  tV;  to  use  your  iiilluance  to  [trocnre  an 
Application  to  Congros,  tiiat  tiioy  would  give  positive  Instructions 
to  their  Commissioners  for  negotiating  a  Peace,  to[i5.*5.]  make 
the  right  of  the  I'nited  States  to  the  Fishery  an  Indispcnsiljle 
Article  of  the  Treaty. 

The  Town  took  into  consideration  the  Circular  Lrtti-i-  Reported 
l.)y  the  foregoing  Comniittee,  wheri-npon 

Noted,  that  a  Circnlar  Letter  he  sent  hy  tiie  Town  as  recom- 
mended by  said  Committee  —  also 

\'oted,  that  the  Selectmen  he  reciuestcd  to  transmit  tlie  Tetter 
that  shall  be  agreed  on,  to  tiie  Maritime  Towns  in  tliis  Common- 
wealth also 

Voted,  that  the  Circidar  Letter  IJepoited  by  the  Connnittee 
aforesaid  be  recommilted,  said  Committee  to  maki;  Report  again 
at  the  Adjonrnment 

The  Committei'  1o  consider  the  >L'moiial  of  the  Assessors, 
relative  to  Delinqnint  Classes  Keported  verbalK  — 'IMiat  in  their 
Judgement  it  would  not  be  expedient  for  the  Town  to  take  any 
measures  respecting  this  ^Litter 

The  (Question  was  put.  Whether  the  foregoing  Keport  be  agree- 
able to  the  Town  —  passed  in  the  affermative. 

A  Letter  from  John  Lradford  Esq",  relative  to  the  JNL-n  he  had 
procured  for  the  Continental  Army,  and  praying  relief  of  llie 
Town,  from  i)art  of  the  burden  he  has  born  in  consequence  of  his 
lill  [sicl  State  of  Health  —  was  read —  whereupon 

[1^4.]      Voted,  that  a  Connnittee  be  appointed  to  consider  said 
Letter,  and  Ke|)ort  what  they  apprehcnil  pr(Ji)er  to  lie  done  tiiereon 
Voted,  that  Col"!  Davis  [Daws?] 
Caleb  Davis  Es(i\ 
M'.  Thomas  Walley 
be  a  Committee  for  that  [)urpose 

ou  a  Motion  \'oted,  that  a  Committee  l)e  appointed  to  prepare  ami 
present  a  Conqjlimentary  Address  to  the  Hon''":  INLijor  ( Jeneral 
the  Marquis  De  la  Fayette — in  the  Name  of  tiie  Town 

\'oted,  that  the  Hon''';'  :  Sanmel  Adams  Esq'.  Mod'. 
Stephen  Higginson  Es(i'. 
Samuel  IJarret  Esq', 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  afoi'esaid 

Adjourned  to  Fryday  next  o.  O'Clock  Afternoon,  to  meet  at 
Representatives  C handier 

Fryday  the  14"'  Day  of  December  :\  O'Clock.  P. 31:  met  Accord- 
ing to  Adjournment 

The  Connnittee  a[)ponited  to  pre])are  and  present  an  Address  to 
the  Hon'*'"':  Major  Cieneral  tlie  .Manpiis  de  la  Fayette  to  express 
the  most  cordial  esteem  and  affection  of  the  Inhabitants  for  tlu' 
Marquis  —  Reported  that  tliey  had  jtresented  to  him  the  following- 
Address  Viz'. 

To  the   Hononnd)le  Major  (iencral  the   Marquis  de  hi  Favette 

[3r,.J     Sir  .  .  \ 

We  have  the  honor  of  waiting  upon  vou  in  the  Name  <<:   i)v  the 
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Directions  of  tlie  luhabitants  of  Boston  in  Town  Meeting  Assem- 
bled in  Faneiul  Hall  to  express  their  .Sentiments  of  Joy  on  your 
safe  return  to  this  JNIetropolis 

We  Assure  you  from  them,  that  they  Still  bear  in  their  Minds  a 
greatfuU  Remembrance  of  the  early  disinterested  ami  decided  Part 
you  took  with  Americans  while  they  were  resisting  alone,  the  Hand 
of  r>i'itish  Tyrany 

Yonr  Sacrifice  of  domestick  Enjoyment  to  the  Cause  of  God  & 
Humanity — Your  generous  Exertions  in  a  foreign  Country,  in 
Support  of  that  Cause ;  &  the  Success  which  has  crowned  those 
exertions,  so  dangerous  to  your  own  Person,  have  in  the  Opinion 
of  the  Town,  added  a  Lustur  to  your  exalted  Rank,  and  give  yo2i  a 
Name  and  a  Place  in  the  lirst  Lists  of  American  Patriots  &  Heroes 

It  is  with  Regret  that  they  have  been  made  acquainted  that 
your  Present  V'iset  must  be  short:  But  though  your  Residence  in 
the  Town,  would  have  afforded  them  an  unspeakable  Satisfaction, 
they  will  acquiesce  in  your  Departure,  from  the  Regard  that  they 
owe  to  their  Country  ;  being  fully  persuaded  that  your  presence 
in  Europe  at  a  critical  Conjecture,  will  give  you  the  Oppertunity 
of  rendering  most  substantial  Service  to  the  joiid  interest  of 
France  &  the  United  States 

[»56.]  The  Inhabitants  most  fervently  pray  the  Almighty  God 
to  take  you  under  His  Protection  —  to  guard  you  from  Danger  in 
your  Voyage,  and  to  give  you  an  happy  Meeting  with  your  Family, 
your  private  Conections  and  your  Native  Country :  Assuring 
themselves  that  you  will  there  be  embraced  with  every  Sentiment 
of  Gratitude  and  Aft'ection,  and  receive  the  approbation  of  the 
King  your  Sovereign  —  Boston  December  14"'  1781 

To  which  the  Marquis  returned  the  following  Answer 

Gentlemen 

The  past  Obligations  I  have  been  under  to  the  In- 
habitants of  this  Capital,  and  the  New  Favour  they  now  confer 
u[)on  me,  have  impressed  my  Heart  with  the  most  lively  Sense  of 
Attachment  and  Gratitude. 

To  have  been  Admitted  among  you  from  an  early  Period,  in  the 
Defence  of  the  Cause  of  Liberty  will  forever  be  the  liappiest  Cir- 
cumstance in  my  Life.  But  it  becomes  more  particidarly  so,  when 
it  is  so  kindly  remembered  by  those  who  first  began  the  Noble 
Contest,  and  who  have  ever  since  been  so  conspicuous  in  its 
Support 

Nothing  could  induce  me  to  leave  this  Continent  even  for  a  short 
Period,  before  I  had  the  Satisfaction  to  see  my  Friends  in  this 
Town  — •  Be  pleased  Gentelmen  to  Accept  my  most  respectfull 
Acknowledgements  to  your  [37.]  good  Wishes.  The  Height  of 
my  Ambition  would  be,  and  particularly  to  gratify  those  Affection- 
ate Sentiments  which  forever  devote  me  to  this  Metropolis. 

La  Faypztte 

On  a  ]\Iotion,  Voted,  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  directed  to  pub- 
lish the  aforegoing  Address  &  Reply  in  the  several  News  Papers 

The  Committee  to  prepare  a  Circular  Letter  Reported  a  draught 
of  one,  which  was  considered  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  the 
(Question    was    then    put    \\z,  —  Whether    this    Letter    shall     be 
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;ulopte(l  l)y  the  'I'owii    :is    :i  Circuhir  l.i'ttor  to  the  .Miiritiinc  'J'dwiis 
ill  tliis  Coiiimouwciiltli  —  Passed  in  tlic  AlTermativc 

\'(jtc(l,  that  the  Si-U'ctiiU'ii  l)e  directed  to  procure  printed  C'u[)ii'S 
of  said  Letters,  ^^  forward  tiie  same  to  the  .Maritime  Towns, 
Agreeable  to  a   former  \'ote. 

The  following-  is  the  Circular  Letter  Ueported  liv  the  C'onnniltee 
—  Viz'. 
Gentlemen 

The  Inlial)ilants  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  legally  As- 
sembled, have  taken  into  consideration  a  matter  which  they  con- 
ceive all  tlie  other  .Maritime  Towns,  in  this  &  the  Neighbouring 
States  are  equalley,  and  some  of  them  more  nearly  interested  then 
tliay.  It  is  the  Subject  of  the  [.*{<S.]  Fis/ic,-'/,  and  the  great  im- 
[)ortanc(!  of  a  Common  right  iherein  lieing  secured  t<;  the  United 
States,  whenever  a  Treaty  <'f  I'eace  shall  be  concluded.  'i"o  (lalter 
ourselves  with  so  hap|>y  a  Prospect,  so  far  as  to  neglect  the  neces- 
sary |)reperations  for  another  vigtjrous  campaign,  would  indeed  be 
unbecoming  the  Wisdom  of  Americans  ;  A;  yet  so  important  has 
been  the  Success  of  the  .VUicd  .Vrms,  the  last  year,  that  it  would 
Seem  to  be  madness  iu  extreemt\)r  IWitain  any  longer  to  persist  in 
her  unrighteous  (;laims.     l>ut  Wisdom  has  forsakin  her  Counsels 

We  ought  to  presume,  that  the  Supicme  Representatives  of  these 
States  will  have  an  e(pial  regard  in  so  momentous  a  Crisis  to  the 
rights  of  each  individual.  We  would  not  Suggest  the  contrary. 
But  may  it  not  be  sui)posed,  that  Persons  whose  situation  is 
remote  from  the  Fishery,  &  who  derive  .Vdvantages  from  it  in  its 
more  distant  effects  and  not  directly  perceivable,  are  probai)ly  not 
so  attentive  to  its  unspeakable  importance,  as  others  who  are  im- 
mediately concerned.  i*v:  dei)end  upon  it  as  the  only  Source  of  their 
Coinmer(;e  and  even  their  Subsistence,  If  this  Should  bi-  the  fact, 
would  not  Slates  so  immediately  interested  in  the  Fisher}'  as  ours, 
be  justly  criminated  by  tlu'  Others,  if  we  should  neglect  Seasonably 
to  lay  before  them  our  own  sense  of  the  necessat}'  of  an  express 
Article  in  a  Treaty  of  Peace  for  its  security  ;  Should  wt;  not  be 
wanting  to  ourselves  [.*ilK]  iu  a  most  essential  Point,  and  be 
chargeable  by  all  Posterity,  with  the  Sacrilising  our  it  their  in- 
valuable Rights,  by  unpartlonable  carelessness  ;  Such  is  tlu'  Senti- 
ment of  this  Town.  And  though  we  would  be  far  from  ol)truding 
this  or  any  Sentiment  of  Ours  upon  Others,  we  cannot  but  think 
Ourselves  justili:il)le  in  candidly  reconnnending  it  to  their  Serious 
delil)eration 

This  Town  have  judged  it  necessary  to  instruct  their  Kepresen- 
tatives  iu  the  (ieneral  Court  on  the  Subject,  the  Instructions  are 
inch^sed.  Many  other  it  cogent  reasons  might  have  been  urged, 
and  will  undoubtedly  be  made  use  of  liy  you,  if  you  Should  think 
it  proper  to  take  the  matter  into  your  Consideration.  Should  we  be 
so  fortunate  as  to  have  your  full  concurrance  in  Oi)inion  with  us, 
we  assure  ourselves  that  we  shall  be  ecjually  fortunate  in  die  Aid 
we  shall  receive  from  your  concmrent  exertions.  — 

In  the  Name  and  bv  Order  of  the  Town  of  Ho>toii  in  Meeting 
legally  Assembled  December  the  14'".  ITSl 

William  Cootlk  Town  Clerk 


220  City  Document  No.  80. 

A  Letter  from  M''.  Hunt  Master  of  the  South  Grauimer  School, 
relative  to  the  pa}'  he  had  received  as  Schoolmaster  was  read, 
whereupon 

Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  Appointed  to  take  this  Letter  into 
consideration  ['!().]  Also  the  similar  circumstances  of   the  Other 
School  Masters,  and  to  Rei)ort  thereon  at  the  Adjournment 
Voted,  that  Ebenezer  Hancock  Esq' . 
Nathaniel  Appietou  Esq''. 
.John  Lucas 
be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  an  Additional  Instruction  be  given  the 
Above  named  Committee  ;  to  take  into  consideration  the  similar 
Circumstances  of  other  Servants  of  the  Town  who  have  Salaries 
Assigned  them 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  present  arangement  of  the  publick  Schools  in 
the  Town;  and  to  Report  what  further  improvements  —  may  be 
made  thereon,  as  soon  as  may  be  —  also. 

Voted,  that  the  Hon^'".  Samuel  Adams  Esq'. 
John  Lowell  Esq'. 
Nathaniel  Appleton  Escj''. 
Samuel  Barret  Es(|''. 
Robert  T.  Payne  Esq', 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

The  Petition  of  the  Assessors,  "  that  the  Tovvi  would  Vote 
them  such  pay,  for  their  services  as  may  appear  fitt —  was  read  — 
whereupon 

Voted,  that  Ebenezer  Hancock  Esq''. 
Nathaniel  Appleton  P^sq''. 
.Tohn  Lucas  Es(|'. 
be  a  Committee  to  take  this  Petition  into  considei-ation  [41.]  and 
Report  thereon  as  soon  as  may  be 

The  Committee  relative  to  North  Battery.  Reported,  the 
Appraisement  that  had  been  made  of  said  Estate  in  August  last 
pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Town,  whereu[)un 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  and  hereby  are  directed  &  im- 
powered  to  proceed  in  disposing  of  the  Estate  called  North  Bat- 
tery, for  such  a  Sum  as  may  appear  to  them  to  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  Town,  and  if  Mone}'  is  not  to  be  obtained,  then  upon  a  Ciedit 
not  exceeding  twelve  months  with  good  secui'ity  and  Interest,  and 
the  said  Selectmen  are  im powered  to  give  a  Deed  of  Bargain  & 
Sale  to  the  Purchaser  or  Purchasers  in  the  Name  of  the  Town. 
Moved  &  Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consult  with 
M''.  Hodgden  the  Commissary  of  Military  Stores  as  to  the  best 
place  to  remove  the  Powder  Ship  to,  and  to  request  bis  doing  it  as 
soon  as  may  be  —  also 

Voted,  that  Jolin  Brown  Esq''. 

M.  Thomas  Walley 
Stephen  Higginson  Esq''. 
Hon''''':  Caleb  Davis  Esq'". 
M'.  Sanuiel  Whitwell 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 
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Tlie  Article  in  tin;  \V;iri;iiil  \iz'. 

'■•  To  eoiisicU'i  wh;it  stc'[)s  Slmll  be  talvcn  tu  prevent  (l:iiiKi;ie  to 
tUc  Coinnion  by  the  i):issiii<i  of  Carriages  "  —  was   read  vviiereiipon 

[4*^.]  Voted,  that  tlie  SeU-ctincii  be  tlirected  to  inaive  the 
usual  Repairs  as  Soon  as  may  be 

Tlie  Article  in  the  ^^'arrant  \'iz'.  "  To  c(>nsi(UM-  what  Repairs 
shall  be  given  those  Streets,  wiiere  tlie  Pavements  are  much  dam- 
aged " —  was  read — wheivupon  —  \'oted,  that  a  Committee  be 
appointed  to  takt;  these  Articles  into  ctmsideration,  and  to  Re|)ort 
at  March  Meeting  antl  tliat  tliis  Committee  l)e  cU^^sired  and  im- 
powered  to  make  Application  to  the  (.ieneral  Coin-t,  for  their  help 
<t  Assistance  in  giving  necessary  Repairs  to  said  Streets  —  also 
Voted,  that  .John  Lowell  I-;s((''. 
Col".  Daws 

Robert  'J'reat   I'ayne  l-xj'. 
Col".  Ilitchbourne  Esij  . 
Caleb  Davis  Esq'. 
be  a  Coramittee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  W/.'.  '••  To  consider  what  further 
Steps  shall  be  taken  relative  to  the  Town  Watch,  was  read  — 
whereupon 

\'oted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  directed  to  answer  the  Se- 
lectmeus  Draughts  for  Such  an  amount  of  the  Hills  of  the  New 
JMnission  Money,  as  may  be  sulllcient  for  the  Support  of  the 
Watch,  and  that  the  Money  thus  draughted,  be  appropriatinl  for 
that  purpose. 

[43.]  On  a  Motion  N'oteil,  that  when  this  iNh'eting  be 
Adjourned,  it  shall  be  to  ]\Ioiuhiy  the  21'"  Instant  '.'>.  (). Clock 
P:  yi:    to  meet  in  this  Place 

And  the  Meetinu'  was  accordinulv  Adjourned 


Monday  December  21"'.  o.  O. "Clock  Afternoon  —  .Met  according 
to  Adjournment 

M'^.  Adams  in  the  Chair 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  request  of  the  School- 
masters, Assessors  and  other  Servants  of  the  Town  at  their 
Meeting  the    14"'  December  17^1 

Report,  That  the  Treasurer  settle  with  the  .Vssessors,  School- 
masters, and  also  with  the  Other  Servants  of  the  Town  who  have 
Salaries  Assigned  them  by  the  Town,  giving  them  credit  for  the 
Specie  value  of  their  several  payments  made  them  according  to  the 
Scale  of  Depreciation,  and  Ri'|)oit  their  several  Balances  to  the 
Town  as  Soon  as  may  be 

Ki;i;n'i;/kk  llANro(  k    [>  Order 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  reail  and  consiilered  ;  on  a 
Motion  made 

\'oted,  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  be  recon>ideied,  and 
that  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  t'lKpiire  and  Asct'rtain  what 
losses  the  Schoolmasters  may  have  sustained  by  the  depreciation 
of  the  Paper  Money  [4-1.]  comparing   the  Salaries  received    from 
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year  to  year,  witli  the  Grants  made  tbeni  in  1774  —  the  Committee 
to  have  no  respect  to  any  Sums  granted  to  the  Sehoohnasters  on 
Account  of  tlie  higli  prices  of  the  Necessaries  of  Life. 

On  a  Motion,  Voted,  that 

INF.  John  Sweetser 
M''.  .Tolm  Lowell 
be  added  to  the  Committee  relative  to  School-Masters. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  Repre- 
sentation of  John  Bradford  Esq'.,  Report  as  follows 

Whereas  it  appears  that  John  Bradford  Esq',  was  included  in 
Six  Classes  for  furnishing  Six  Men  for  the  Continental  Army,  for 
three  years,  or  during  the  War,  and  by  his  lill  State  of  health  was 
necessarily  prevented  from  attending  so  closely  to  the  buissness  as 
otherwise  he  would  in  consequence  of  which  he  was  a  Second  Time 
Classed  in  nine  Classes,  and  thereby  has  received  great  loss  aud 
damage,  however  he  has  now  perfected  the  Business,  and  the  Nine 
Men  are  procured  by  him  and  gone  forward.  Therefore  in  order 
to  releive  M'.  Bradford  from  part  of  the  burden  he  has  been  in 
consequence  of  his  lill  State  of  health  aforesaid,  and  as  he  has 
fully  complied  with  the  Requisition',  it  is  unanimously  the  Opinion 
of  the  Committee  that  John  Bradford  ^2sq^  [-45.]  have  a  Grant 
made  him  upon  the  Town  Treasurey  for  the  Sum  of  Sixty  Founds 
Specie 

Thomas  Daws  p  Order 

Tlie  foregoing  Rei^ort  having  been  read  and  considered.  —  the 
Question  was  put  Viz'.  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  — 
Fassed  in  the  negative 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  draw  on  the  Town  Treas- 
urer for  the  Services  of  the  Assessors  in  1781  —  at  nine  Shillings, 
p  Day,  for  every  Day  they  shall  attend 

Ou  a  Motion,  Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
of   proper  and  suitable    Allowances   to  the  Fublick  Schoolmasters 
for  Six  Months,  commencing  from  the  first  of  September  last 
Voted,  that  Ebenezer  Hancock  Esq'". 
Nathaniel  Appleton  Esq'. 
John  Lucas  Esq"". 
M"".  John  Sweetser 
M^  John  Lowell 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Ou  a  Motion,  \'oted,  that  the  Vote  which  passed  at  a  late  Town 
Meeting  respecting  the  pay  of  the  Town  Watch  be  reconsidered, 
and  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  Authorized 
and  directed  to  make  Sale  of  so  much  of  the  Bills  of  the  New 
Emission  Money,  now  in  his  hands,  or  that  may  hereafter 
come  into  his  hands  as  in  the  Judgement  of  the  Selectmen  shall 
be  Sullicient  for  the  [)ayment  of  the  Town  Watch 

[4(>.]  Adjourned  to  Monday  fortnight  being  the  7"'  of  Janu- 
ary next  ."5.  O. 'Clock  Afternoon,  then  to  meet  at  this  Flace 

Monday  the  7"'.  Day  of  January  1782.  3.  O'Clock  Afternoon, 
met  according  to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  relative  to  the   publick  Schoolmasters  Reported 
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in  writing"  Hk'  Slalin<2,s  of  wliiit  M'.  Hunt  ono  of  the  Schoolmasters, 
had  received  in  Monies,  or  should  receive  in  order  to  take  the 
Opinion  of  tiie  'I'own  —  tiie  same  having  been  read,  and  deiiate 
had  thereon,  it  was  —  N'oled.  that  tlie  aforementioned  Connnittee 
C'r('<let  M'.  Sanuu'l  Hunt  the  Master  of  the  South  (irainnier  Sciiool 
the  Sum  of  Seven  huntlred  and  thirty-live  Pounds,  being  from 
June  177G  to  Sei)tember  1781 — and  the  Several  Writing  Masters 
in  that  proportion  —  also 

Voted,  that  said  Connnittee  make  the  Si-hoolmasters  chargabh- 
with  the  Specie  value  of  the  several  Draughts  made  them  by  the 
Selectmen,  agreable  to  the  X'otes  of  the  Town,  at  the  time  tiny 
received  payuient  for  the  Same,  and  that  the  Committee  aforesaid 
Liquidate  Accounts  and  Report  again  to  tiie  Town 

On  a  Motion  N'oted.  that  the  Connnittee  ap[)ointed  by  the  Town 
to  liquidate  Accounts  in  the  Town  Treasurer's  IJooks  have  regard 
to  the  [47.]  Scale  of  Depreciation  allixed  by  tlu'  (ieneral  Court 
of  this  Commonwealth 

The  Committee  Appointed  to  consider  of  proper  allowances  for 
the  Schoolmaster's  for  Six  Months  commencing  from  the  lirst  of 
September  last  Reported,  wlu^reupon 

Vote<l,  that  the  sum  of  One  hundred  Rounds  l)e  allowed  and 
paid  unto  M'.  Samuel  Hunt  foi-  his  Salary  as  Master  of  the  Soulli 
Grammer  School  for  Six  Months 

Voted,  that  the  sum  of  One  hundred  Pounds  be  allowed  and 
paid  unto  ^P.  Nathan  Davis,  for  his  .Salary  as  Master  of  the  North 
Grannner  School  for  Six  Months,  the  same  to  be  paid  him  (Quar- 
terly as  it  sliall  become  due,  and  to  connnence  from  the  first  of 
September  last 

Voted,  that  the  sum  of  Ninety  pounds  be  allowed  and  jtaid  unto 
>P.  James  Carter,  for  his  Salary  as  Master  of  the  Writing  School 
in  Queen  Street  for  Six  Months,  the  same  to  be  paid  him  quar- 
terly as  it  shall  become  due  and  to  commence  from  the  iirst  of 
September  last 

Voted,  that  tlie  Sum  of  Ninety  Pounds,  ha  allowed  and  paid 
unto  AP.  James  [.s/r]  Tiloton  for  his  Salary  as  Master  of  the  North 
Writing  School  for  six  Months  the  same  to  be  paid  him  Quarterly 
as  it  shall  become  due  [-1-cS.]  and  to  commence  from  the  lirst 
of  September  last 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Ninety  Pounds  be  allowed  and  paid 
unto  ^P.  John  Vinal,  for  his  Salary  as  jNIaster  of  the  Writing 
School  in  the  Common  for  Six  Months  the  same  to  be  paid  him 
(Quarterly  as  it  shall  become  due,  and  to  commence  from  the  first 
of  Se})tember  last 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Fifty  Pounds  be  allowed  and  paid  unto 
M.  William  Croswell  for  his  Sallary  as  Usher  of  the  South  (iratii- 
mar  School  for  Six  .Months,  the  same  to  be  paid  him  (Quarterly  as 
it  shall  become  due,  and  to  commence  from  the  first  of  September 
last 

\^)ted,  that  ]\P.  Jolin  Tileston  Master  of  the  North  Writing 
School  be  allowed  for  House  Rent  at  the  Kate  of  Forty  Pounds  p 
Annum,  the  same  to  commence  the  first  of  Se|)tember  last 

Voted,  that  M'.  Nathan   Davis   Master  of  the    North   (rrammer 
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School  be  allowed  for  House  Rent  at  the  rate  of  Forty  Pounds  p 
Annum  the  same  to  commence  from  the  first  of  September  last 

Voted,  that  M'.  John  \'mal  Master  of  the  Writing  School  in  the 
Common  be  allowed  for  House  Rent  at  the  Rate  of  Forty  [41).] 
Pounds  p  Annum  the  same  to  commence  from  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber last 

Moved,  that  a  Committee  ])e  now  Appointed  to  raise  by  Sub- 
scription three  hundred  Dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  tsvo 
Men  for  three  years  or  during  the  War,  to  compleat  this  Towns 
Quota  of  Men  for  the  Continental  Army,  the  same  to  be  paid  into 
the  hands  of  Colonel  Procter  for  said  purpose,  and  that  the  Town 
Treasurer  give  his  Notes  for  the  Sums  borrowed,  payable  out  of 
the  present  Tax. 

The  Question  being  accordingly  put — Passed  in  the  Aft'erma- 
tive 

Voted,  that  Coi'^  Melville 

M^  Thomas  ^^'halley 
John  Lucas  P^sq' . 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

On  a  Motion,  Voted,  that  the  several  Notes  given  by  the  Town 
Treasurer  to  the  Assessors  for  services  by  them  rendered  the 
Town  in  Seventeen  hundred  and  Eighty,  shall  carry  lawfuU 
Interest  from  the  date  of  the  Selectmens  Draughts 

Moved    and  Voted,  that  all   Matters   and    Things   which   shall 
remaine  unfinished  at  this  Meeting  be  referred  over  to  the  next 
General  Town  Meeting- 
Voted,  that  the  tlianks  of  the  Town  be  and  hereby  are  given  to 
the  Hou''''^  :  Samuel  Adams  Esq"'.  Moderator  of  this  Meeting 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved 


[50.]  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholder's  and  other  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Boston  duly  qualified  »t  legalh'  warned  in  publick 
Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneiul  Hall  on  Monday  the  5"'. 
Da}'  of  March  Anno  Domini    1781  [17'S2] 

AVarrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  I'ead 
John  Brown  P>sq'. 
was  chosen  Moderator  of  this  Meeting 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Town  the  6"'.  of  March  last 
to  apply  to  a  proper  Gentleman  to  deliver  an  Oration  the  a"',  of 
March  Instant  to  perpetuate  the  ]Memory  of  the  horred  Massacre 
perpetrated  on  the  Evening  of  the  5"\  of  March  1770,  by  a  Party 
of  Soldiers  under  the  Command  of  Cap'.  Thomas  Preston  of  the 
29'".   Regiment 

Reported  —  That  having  met  several  Times  for  the  purpose 
mentioned  in  the  Town  Vote,  they  have  unanimously  made  Choice 
of  M'.  George  Richards  Minot  to  deliver  an  Oration  on  tiie  ;")"'  of 
March  Ins',  who  had  accordingly  Accepted  of  that  service 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  made  the  Question  was  put 
Viz'.  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  —  Passed  in  the  Afterm- 
ative 
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[51.]  I'poii  the  Motion,  the  Town  took  into  consitlcnitioii, 
what  would  be  the  best  time  to  have  the  Oration  pronounced,  as 
also  what  phice  would  be  most  suitable  for  tiie  i)urpose  where- 
upon 

Voted,  thai  the  Oration  be  delivered,  at  the  Old  Hrick  Meeting 
House  the  Hall  not  being  eapaeious  enough  to  receive  the  Inhabi- 
tants, that  Attend  upon   tlie  Occasion 

X'oted,  that  Kbeuezer  Hancock  Kscf. 
Nathaniel  liarber  Ks(|\ 
John  Brown  Esq', 
be  a  Committee  to  wait   upini  M'.    (leorge    Ivichards   Minot,  and 
acquaint  hiui,  that  it  is   the  desire  of  the  Town,  that  the  Oration 
may  be  delivered  at  the  Old  Urick  Meeting  House  at  half  past  12. 
O'clock  this  Day  as  also  to   ask    leave  of  the   Committee  of  said 
Church  for  the  use  of  that   lUiilding 

On  a  ]Molion  \'oteil,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to 
order  the  severall  IJells  in  the  Town  to  l)e  tolled  from  one 
quarter  of  an  Hour  After  nine  O'Clock  this  Kvening  untill  10: 
O  Clock 

Adjourned  to  the  Old  lirick  Meeting  House,  half  past  12. 
O'clock 

The  Town  met  at  the  Old  lirick  Meeting  House  half  past  12. 
O'clock  according  to  Adjoinnmeiit 

[;">'<?.]  The  Committee  api)ointed  to  wait  upon  ^Nl".  George 
Richard  Minot.  to  acquaint  him  with  the  Vote,  of  the  Town,  re- 
specting the  time  and  place  for  the  delivery  of  an  Oration  — 
Reported 

'riiat  said  Gentleman  was  ready  to  com[)ly  with  the  Order  of 
the  'I'own 

An  Oration  to  commemorate  the  horred  Massacre  of  the  ;V''.  of 
March  1770 — and  to  impress  upon  the  Minds  of  the  Citizens,  the 
ruineous  tendency  ol"  standing  Armies  being  placed  in  Free  and 
Populous  Cities  &c  was  delivered  by  W.  George  Richards  jMinot 
to  a  large  and  crowded  Assembly  and  received  by  them  with  great 
Applause 

On  a  Motion  made,  \'oted.  that 

John  lirown  Esq'.  Moijerator 

Nathan  Frazier  Esij'. 

William  Cooper  Es((''. 

John  I>ucas   Esq'. 

Josiah  Waters  Jun^  Esq''. 

Joim  Scollay  Esq^ 

Ezekiel  Price  Es(i'. 
be  and  hereby  are  Ai)i)ointed  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  M'. 
George  Richards  ]Minot  and  in  the  Name  of  the  Tt>wn  to  Thank 
him  for  the  spirited  and  elegant  Oration  delivered  by  him  at 
their  request,  in  commemoration  of  the  horred  ]\Iassacre  perjjc- 
trated  on  the  Evening  of  the  .')■".  of  March  ITTd  by  a  Party  of 
Soldiers  of  the  2'.)"'.  Regiment  under  [."»i5.]  the  Command  of 
Cap'.  Thomas  Preston,  and  to  reciuest  of  him  a  Col»y  therc(jf  for 
the  Press 
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On  a  Motion  made  Voted,  that 

John  Brown  Esq'. — Moderator 

M'.  George  Richards  Minor 

Cap'.  P^lias  Parkman 

Thomas  Daws  Esq'. 

Cai)'.  William  Mackay 
be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  Apply  to  a  proper 
Gentleman  to  deliver  an  ()ration  on  the  o"'.  of  March  next,  to 
l)erpetnate  the  Memory  of  the  horred  Massacre,  perpetrated  on 
tlie  Evening  of  the  5"\  of  March  1770  by  a  Party  of  Soldiers  of 
the  29"'  Regiment  under  the  Connnand  of  Cap'.  Thomas  Preston  ; 
and  to  impress  upon  onr  Minds  the  ruiueous  tendency  of  Standing 
Armies  being  placed  in  free  &  Populous  Cities  in  a  time  of  peace  ; 
and  the  necessity  of  such  noble  exertions  in  all  future  times,  as 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  then  made,  whereby  the  designs  of 
the  Conspierators  Against  the  publick  Peace,  may  be  still 
frustrated 

a  Petition  of  M'.  Robert  Patterson  setting  forth,  "  that  he  re- 
ceived a  wound  in  his  Right  Arm  on  the  5"'.  of  March  1770.  by  a 
Shot  from  Prestous  Party,  whereby  he  has  entirely  lost  the  use  of 
it ;  and  that  since  the  death  of  jNP.  Monk  he  is  the  only  one  of  the 
unhapjiy  number  then  badly  wounded,  that  survive,"  and  therefore 
praying  the  Charity  of  the  Town —  was  read,  wliereupon 

[54.]  Voted,  that  a  Collection  be  made  at  the  close  of  this 
Meeting,  for  the  said  unhapiiy  Sutferer,  and  Boxes  were  placed  at 
each  Door  to  receive  the  Collections 

The  Collection  made  for  the  said  M'.  Patterson,  amounted  to 
the  Sum  of 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dessolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  qualified  and  legally  warned,  in  publick  Town 
INIeeting  Assembled  at  Faneiul  Hall  on  Monday  the  11"'.  Day  of 
March  Anno  Domini   1782. 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev''.  D^  Cooper 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  read. 

Sundry  Laws  enjoined  to  be  read  at  this  Meeting,  were  accord- 
ingly, read 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting,  and  the  same  being 
brought  in  and  sorted  it  ai)peared  that 

[55.]     TheHon''''.  Sanuiel  Adams  Esq',  was  chosen  Moderator 

William  Cooper  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  for  the  Year  ensuing, 
and  took  the  Oath  of  Office  for  the  faithfuU  discharge  of  his  Duty 
which  Oath  was  Adrainistred  by  M'.  Justice  Price 

The  Town  having  determined  by  a  Vote  to  choose  seven  Select- 
men, the  Inhabitants  were  then  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in 
their  Votes  for  that  numt)er,  and  the  same  being  brought   in   and 
sorted,  it  appeared  that  the  following  Gentlemen  —  Viz'. 
John  Scollay  Esq'. 
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Cap',  (iiislavus  Fellows 
llarboltic  Dorr  Ksq'. 
Natlian  Fia/ii-r   Ks(|'. 
K/.ekiel  I'lico  l"".s(i'. 
Cap'.  William  Mackay 
were  chose  Seleetiiicii  for  the  year  eiisiiino-  miaiiimously 

The  Inhabitants  as  directed  l)y  tlie  Moderator,  bronght  in  their 
Votes  for  twelve  Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  npon  sorting  them  it 
appeared,  tliat 

The  Hon''*'.  William  Phillips  Ks^'. 
Isriae  Smith  I%s(j'. 
i\P.  Jonathan  Mason 
C'a[)'.  Sanuiel  Partridge 
M'.  Sanniel  Whitwell 
W.  dohn  While 
[i>6.]  I-'.dward  Proctor  Ks((' 

AVilliam  Powell  l':s(i'. 
dohn  Sweetser  Ksq'. 
Saninel  P>arret  Es(i'. 
i\P.  Xieholas  P>owes 
doseph  We!)b  Ks(i'. 
were  chose  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the  Year  ensuing 

David  deffiies  Ks(['".  Town  Treasurer  having  sent  into  the  Town 
in  Writing  his  resignation  of  said  Olliee  —  The  Inhabitants  were 
directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their  Votes  for  a  Town  Treas- 
urer, and  tlu'  same  being  brought  in  and  sorted,  it  appeared, 
that 

M'.  Peter  Dover 
was  chosen  Town  'I'reasurer  for  the  ensuing  Year 

On  a  Motion,  \'oted,  that  the  Thaidvs  of  the  Town  be  and  hereby 
are  given  unto  David  Jeffries  Ks(j'.  for  his  good  and  faithfull  ser- 
vices as  Treasurer  of  this  Town  for  'I'hirty  One  Years  suc- 
cessively 

The  Inhabitants  brought  in  their  X'otes.  for  a  County  Treasurer, 
and  the  Same  l)eing  Sealed  up  in  Town  Meeting,  were  delivered  to 
Constable  Smith,  to  l)e  by  him  retiinied  to  the  Court  of  (Ji-neral 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  at  their  next  Meeting 

-Moved  &  Noted,  tluit  the  Inhabitants  [."»T.]  prepare  a  FJst  of 
Substantial  Men  for  Constables  to  be  brought  in  at  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  this  Meeting  in  the  Afternoon 

Moved  &  \'oted.  that  in  consideration  of  the  inclemency  of  the 
Weather  this  Meeting  when  Adjourned,  shall  ije  to  the  Kepresen- 
tatives  Chamber 

Adjourned  to  three  O'Cloek  Afteriuxjn  to  meet  at  the  Kepre- 
sentatives  Chamtjer 

•">.  O'clock  P:  M:    yU't  according  to  Adjournment 

On     a     ^Motion     made    the    (Question     was     put     \"iz' :    Whether 

Collectors  of  Taxes  shall  be   chose    st-pperate    from  Constables  — 

Passed  in  the  Affermative 

'I'he  Inlial)itants  were    directed    to   withdraw  and    l>iing   in   their 

Votes  for  a    Connnittee   of   Correspondence  Inspection  and  Safety 
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—  Aud    the    same  being  brouobt    in    and    Sorted,    it    appeared, 
that, 

Nathaniel  Barber  Esq''. 
Edward  Proctor  Esq'. 
Cap'.  John  Pulling 
Ebenezer  Hancock  Esq''. 
Cap'.  Isaac  Phillips 
Samuel  Ruggles  Esq'. 
Thomas  Melvill  Esq''. 
Jonathan  Mason  Jun'.  Esq''. 
Edward  Greene  Esq'. 
[58.]   were  chose  a  Committee   of   Correspondence   itc   for  the 
Year  ensuing 

The  Town  brought  in  theii-  Votes  for  Sixteen  Fire  Wards,  and 
the  same  having  been  sorted,  it  api)eared,  that 
John  ScoUay  Esq''. 
William  Cooper  Esq'. 
Francis  Shaw  Esq'. 
Edward  Proctor  Esq'. 
Cap*.  John  Pulling 
Caleb  Davis  Esq'. 
Ebenezer  Hancock  Esq^ 
M''.  Thomas  Tileston 
Andrew  Syms  Esq'^. 
Cap*.  Gustavus  Fellows 
Joseph  Webb  Esq''. 
Cap'.  John  Ballard 
M'.  John  Winthrop 
M'.  John  Lowell 
Major  Thomas  Melvill  Esq''. 
Jabez  Hatch  Esq'. 
were  chosen  Fire  Wards  for  the  ensuing  Year 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  ''  To  consider  the  Request  of 
a  great  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  that  they  have  the  I'se  of  Fan- 
euiel  Hall  to  be  entertained  with  31'.  Teraplemans  P^xhibitions " 
was  read,  and  after  longe  debate,  the  Question  was  put.  Viz'. 
Whether  it  be  the  Mind  of  the  Town  that  agreeable  to  the  request 
aforesaid  M'.  Templeman  may  liave  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  for 
his  Exhibitions — [51).]  a  doubt  arising  with  respect  to  the 
Number  of  hands  in  faviour  of  the  request  and  against  it ;  a 
Motion  was  made  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  Petition,  which  passed  in  the  Affermative 

A  Motion  for  the  choice  of  Collectors  at  this  time  did  not  obtain 
The  following  Persons  were  chose  Clerks  of  the  Market  for  the 
Year  ensuing  Viz': 

Mess''':   Narborah  Frazier 
Joseph  Head 
Nathaniel  Jarvis 
Daniel  Biggelow 
Samuel  Conant  .Jui!"": 
Thomas  Carter 
Benjamin  Colman 
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.losrpli  Foster 
Sainiii'I  Aiiioi'v 
Joseph  Wliiliiiii; 
.loliii  Welch  .luii'. 
Moved  cv:  X'oted,  th:it  when  this  Mooting  be  AdjoiinuMl.  it  \n'  to 
to  Morrow  Morning  10.  O'Cloek 

Moved  ;ind  carried,   that  to   Morrow  11.   ()   Clock   be   assigned 
for  tlio  choice  of  Assessors 

^Moved  &  Voted,  that  the  choice  of  Constables  be  Assigned  over 
to  to  Morrow  lo.  ()  Clock  Forenoon 

[(»().]  Major  Kdward  Caines 

^r"    William  M' Neil 
were  chose  Snrveyors  of  IIeni|)  for  the   Year  ensuing 
Mess''*:    lienjamin  I'age 
John  Stimpson 
Joseph   Avres 
Jonathan  Stodder 
Edininid  Kanger 
William  Mooi- 
Abi'ahani  Howard 
Clement  Collins  Jllu^ 
Samnel  Fenno 
William  Todd 
Uriah  Xorcross 
James  Rogois 
Daniel  Urown 
Jose[)h  Butler 
,Iohn  Stntson 
Joseph  IJallard 
Abijah  ('rant' 
-John  Dyer 
John  r.ell 
John  Arnold 
Benjamin  White 

Joseph  Pavson  - 

Thomas  Iran 
John  Presson 
John  Bnllinch 
were  chose  Surveyors  of  Boards  foi-  the  Year  ensuing 
jNIess''":    Samuel  Todd 

Willi-am  Clongh 
[61.]  Jonathnn  Stodder 

Jos(!ph  Daniels 
Israel  Loring 
were  chose  Fence  Viewers  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess":    Isaac  Bird 

Joseph  Ilayden 
John  Fenno  Jnu'  : 
Samuel  P.angs 
Nathan  ( ii'oen 
were  chose  Sealers  of  FA'ather  for  the  Year  ensuing 
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M'.  Adam  C'olsou 
was  chosen  Informer  of  Deer  for  the  Year  ensuing 
Mess'':   Robert  Hitchburue 
'  John  Owen 

John   M' Eh'ON' 

Manassah  Masters    ■ 

Thomas  Barber 

Joshua  Pico 

Samuel  Ilayley 

Cap'.  David  Spear 

Lemuel  Gardner 

John  Lambert 

Joseph  Loring 

Daniel  Bell 
were  chose  Cullers  of  Staves  for  the  ensuing  Year 
Mess'':   Jeremiah  Russel    . 

Henry  Plimpton 

Edward  Jones 

William  Sharp 
were  chose  Houreeves  for  the  year  ensuing 
[63.]  Mess":    George  Hamlin 

Samuel  Curtis 
were  chose  Haywards  for  the  ensuing  Year 

Ward 

Mess'".  Nathaniel  Baker  Jun'.     -     -     -     -     No.  1 

Cap'.  John  Laml)ert  -------  2 

Joseph  Prince  -------  3 

John  Cogswell  -------  4 

Samuel  Snmner .5 

Jeremiah  liumsted       -----  (j 

P4)hraini  Copeland       -     -     .     .     .  7 

John  Kennedy  -------  8 

Zipheou  Thayer -  H 

Joseph  Shed      -------  10 

George  Langley     ------  n 

Henry  Bass 12 

were  chose  Scaviugers  for  the  following  or  ensuing  year 
Mess":   John  Skinner 
Thomas  Green 
were  chosen  Assay  Masters  for  the  year  ensuing- 
Voted,  that  Major  Thomas  Melville  Esq'. 
]\r".  Thomas  Walley 
Hon''"'':   Caleb  Davis  Esq'. 
M'.  Hermon  Brimmer 
Josiah  Waters  Esq'' 
M'.  John  Lowell 
be  and  hereby  are  a}ipointed  a  Committee  to  Audit  the  Accompts 
of  M'.    Peter   Boyer  Treasurer,  and  also   the    Accompts  of    the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor;  and   the   said   Committee  are  impowered 
when  they  shall  Audit  said  Acconqits,  to  allow  such  of  the  Over- 
seers, as  shall  have   [(>»}.]   Advanced  Monies  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Poor;  Interest  on  all  such  Sums  from  the  time  so  advanced,  untill 
they  shall  have  Audited  said  Accompts  ;  and  tliey  are  also  desired 
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to  Report  from  time  to  time  ;i  Sluteof  tLe  TreiiMircy.  respcctinif  its 
ck'l)ts  and  credits  and  on  any  matters  that  tliey  may  think  propiM- 
and  the  Committee  are  also  directed  to  examine  the  Dranghts  of 
the  Selectmen 

Tiie  Si'lectnien 
were  chose  Surveyers  of  tiie  Ilijih    Ways   for  the  Year  ensiiiii>i- 
Mess'^  :  J(jhn  White 

John  Sweetser  Ks(f. 

John  Lucas  Esq', 
were  chose  Purchasers  of  (iram  for  the  Year  ensuing,  and  they 
are  desired  and  imi)o\\ercd  to  give  all  needfuU  diiections  to  the 
Keeper  of  the  (iranary,  respecting  the  (juantities  of  Grain  to  1)»' 
Sjld,  and  atlixing  the  i)rices  thereof  fiom  time  to  time  as  oc- 
casion shall  require  ;  and  the  said  Committee  are  desired  A;  directed 
to  cause  all  the  (irain  belonging  lo  the  Town  to  be  ground  at  the 
New  Mills  near  the  Mill  llridge 

Joiui  Tudor  Es<f. 

William  Kettle 

Edward  Tucker  man 

Ebenezer  Tory 

Samuel  Brown 
were  chose  Surveyers  of  Wheat  iSc  Flour  for  the  year  ensuing 

[G4:.]  The  Petition  of  M'.  Paul  Farmer  relative  to  his  Taxes 
was  read,  whereupon 

\'oted,  that  Nathanel  Api)leton  Escf. 

Ebenezer  Hancock  Es(]'. 

John  Lucas  Es(['.  — excused 

John  Preston 
be  a  Committee  to  take  the  Same  into  considfration.  and   Retujrt 
at  the  Adjournment 

The  Petition  of  Cap'.  Amasa  Davis,  respecting  INIonies  due  to 
him  from  the  Town,  was  read,  whereupon 

Yoted,  that  Nath'.  Api>leton  Esq'. 

Ebenezer  Hancock  Esq^ 

•John  Preston 
be  a  Coinnnttee  to  considci-  the   Petition  and    Report   at  the    Ad- 
journment 

The  Article  in  the   Wairant.    \'iz'.    '•  To   consider   what   ste|)s 
shall  be  taken  for  settling  with  the  Board  of   War   their  demands 
on  the  Town  for  Small  Arms  ttc  '"  was  read  —  whereupon 
\'oted,  Ihat  Cap'.  L«;aac  Philliiis 

Major  Thomas  Melville  Esq"^, 

M' .  Elisha  Sigoiney 
be  a  Conniiittee  to  make  enquirey  relative  to  Small  Arms  which  by 
a  Resolve  of  Court  passed  ^Liy  C).  1777  the  Board  of  W:ir  were 
directed,  to  deliver  to  the  Selectmen,  who  were  made  accountal)le 
for  the  Same  ;  also  what  is  [<>.">.]  become  of  the  Cartridges  deliv- 
ered the  Military  Olllcers  of  this  Town,  and  make  Ke[K)rt  as  soon 
as  may  be 

INIoved  and  \oted,  that  a  former  Committee  to  purchase  Small 
Anns  be  called  upon  ;  to  Report  at  the  Adjourmueut  of  this 
fleeting 
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Adjourned  to  Tuesda}'  next  l)eing  the  12"'  Instant  10.  O'clock 
m  the  Forenoon,  then  to  meet  at  the  Representatives  Chamber 

Tuesday  3  (J'Cloek  in  the  Afternoon  met  at  the  Representatives 
Chamber 

On  a  Motion  made 

Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  uow   appointed   to  made  enquiry, 
whether  the  Gentlemen  chosen  Town  Treasurer  have  usually  given 
Bond  for  the  faithfull  discharge  of  their  Trust 
Voted,  that  ]NP.  Samuel  Whitwell 
Harbottle  Dorr  Esq'. 
Cap'.  William  Mackay 
be  a  Committee  for  this  purpose  to  Report  as  Soon  as  may  be 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  there  be  one  more  added  to  the  Sur- 
veyers  of  Boards,  aud  Things  — 

■[6G.]  M^  .John  Ballard  Juu'. 

was  chosen  a  Surveyer  of  Boards  f(jr  the  Year  ensuing     . 

This  being  the  time  Assigned  for  the  choice  of  Constables,  the 
Inliabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their  Votes  for 
twelve  Constables,  and  the  same  being  brought  in  and  sorted,  it 
appeared,  that 

jNI''.  .Tosiali  Sinq^son 
was  ciiosen 

The  Inhabitants  were  dn-ected  to  withdraw  aud  bring  in  their 
^"otes  for  eleven  Constables  for  the  Year  ensuing  —  and  the 
Votes  being  brought  in  and  sorted,  it  appeared,  that  only  four 
Constables  were  chosen  —  Viz'. 

Mess":  Alexander  M'^Leod 
Samuel  Whitney 
Elisha  Byles 
Sanuiel  Smith 
The   Inhabitants  were   directed   to  withdraw  and   bring  in  their 
Votes  for  seven  Constables  ;   and   the  same  being  brought  in  and 
sorted,  it  appeared,  that  only  one  was  chosen  \Mz'. 
M"'.  .John  C4ray  —  excused 
The  Inhabitants  were  du'ected   to   withdraw  and    bring  in  their 
Votes  for  six  Constables  ;  and  the  same  being  brought  in  &  sorted. 
it  Api^eared  that 

[67. J  ^less''^ :       .James  Kirkwood      -----     excused 

Thomas  Grant    - excused 

.John  Tuffts    -------     sworn 

.John  Magner      ------     excused 

.lohn  Dinsdell     ------     excused 

William  Patten  ------     sworn 

were  chose  Constables  for  the  Year  ensuing 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  one  more  Person  })e  chosen  into  the  Ollice 
of  Surveyers  of  Boards, 

M"".  Henry  Blaisdel 
was    chosen   a   Surveyer  of  Boards,    and  Shingles,    for   the   Year 
ensuing 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  the  Town  will  now  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  Seven  Assessors 
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Tlu'  Inlitihitiuits  were  diie'clcd  to  witlidruw  mikI  liiiiii;  in  llicir 
Votes  for  Seven  Assessors,  ami  the  same  lieiii;:  brou^lit  in  v.^ 
Sorted,  it  iipiieared.  lliat 

Mess'\   William  I.owder 
Muses  .May 
Joliii  IJ.  Si<r(>niey 
John  I'ullinsi,' 
Uaith".    Iviieeland 
William  Fleet 
Sanmel  iJiiuules  IU{\\ 
were  chose  Assessors  ftjr  the  ensninu  Year 

Cap'.  Kirkwood  chosen  into  IIh-  Olliee  of  a  Conslahle  for  tlie 
Year  ensuin<f,  attended  and  |  <».S.J  informed  the  Town,  that 
being  bound  to  Sea.  lu'  desired  he  might  l)e  exensed  from  serving 
in  that  OHiee,  and  he  was  aeeordingly  exensed 

Voted,  that  tlu>  Town  will  now  come  to  the  choice  of  a  Con- 
stable 

Moved  and  carried  that  the  foregoing  Note  be  reconsiiUired 
Moved  and  Noted,  ihat  a  Committee  be  now  Appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  what  measures  it  will  be  [)roper  for  the  'i'own 
to  take  relative  to  the  outstanding  Taxes  in  the  new  Kmissi(jn 
Money  ;  and  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  any  furtlun'  Sum 
for  defraying  the  Exj)ences  of  the  [jresent  year,  and  the  Sum  they 
A|)prehend  should  be  raised  for  that  piu'pose 
\'oted,  that  John  IJrown  iOsq'. 

Hon'''"' :  Calel)  Davis  Es(('. 
M"^.  Joseph  l>arrel 
be  a  Committee  for  the   puri)Ose   aforesaid   to  IJeport   as   so(_)n   as 
may  be 

A  Motion  was  made  that  the  consideration  of  Salaries  and 
Crants  be  referred  over  to  May  Meeting — and  the  <^)uestion  being 
|)ut  —  Passed  in  the  Negative 

It  was  then  moved  ami  X'oted.  that  (irants  lie  now  made  the 
Several  School  Masters  for  their  Salaries,  for  Six  Months  [(>i>.J 
commencing  from  the  1' :  of  March  Instant 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  Pounds  be  allowed  and 
l)aid  unto  M^  Samuel  Hunt  for  his  salary  as  Master  of  the  South 
(Jrammer  School  for  Six  Months,  commencing  from  the  lirst  of 
!March  Instant,  the  same  to  be  j)aid  him  (^)uarterly  as  it  shall  be- 
come due 

Voted,  that  the   Sum  of  One  hundred    Pounds    be   allowed  and 
paid  unto  M'.  Nathan  Davis  for  his  Salary  as  ^Master  of  the  North 
(Jraminer  School  for  Six  Months  commencing  from  the   1'.  March 
Ins'  :  the  same  to  be  paid  him  (^)uarterly  as  it  shall  become  due 
Adjourned  to  '.'>.  0"Cloek    Afternoon 

'■)•  O'clock  Afternoon  met  according  t(^  Adjomnment 
M' .  John  (irt'iui 
was  chosen  a  Clerk  of  the  Market  for  the  Year  ensuing 

The  Selectmen  Reported,  on  the  \'isitation  of  the  Schools  the 
last  year,  and  were  Appointed  Visitors  for  the  Schools  the  present 
Year  — 
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The  Committee  Appointed  to  make  enquiry  whetlaer  it  had  been 
usual  for  the  [70.]  Town  Treasurer  to  give  Bond,  for  the  faith- 
full  discharge  of  their  trust  in  that  OtHce 

Reported,  that  the  late  Treasurer  David  Jeffries  when  first 
chosen  into  that  Office,  give  Bond  to  the  Selectmen  in  1750  in  the 
penal  Sum  of  £10,000 whereupon 

Voted,  that  M'.  Peter  Boyer  who  has  been  chosen  Treasurer  of 
this  Town  give  Bonds  with  Surities,  in  the  Sura  of  two  Thousand 
Pounds  for  the  faithful!  discharge  of  his  trust  —  also 

Voted,  that  the  said  Treasurer  be  Notified  of  the  choice  the 
Town  had  made  of  him  for  Treasurer,  and  desired  to  give  his 
Attendance  at  this  Meeting 

The  Treasurer  Attended  accordingly  and  was  informed  that  the 
Town  had  made  choice  of  him  as  their  Treasurer,  and  had  Voted, 
that  he  must  give  Bond  with  .Sureties  in  the  Sum  of  two  Thousand 
Pounds,  for  his  fidelity  in  that  OtHce 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Ninety  five  Pounds  be  allowed  and  paid 
unto  M''.  James  Carter,  for  his  Salary  as  Master  of  the  Writing- 
School  in  Q^ieeu  Street  for  six  Months  the  same  to  be  paid  him 
Quarterly  as  it  shall  become  due  and  to  commence  from  the  first 
of  March  Instant 

[Tl.]  Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Ninety  five  Pounds  be  allowed 
aud  paid  unto  M''.  James  [-s'/c]  Tileston  for  his  Salary  as  Master  of 
the  North  Writing  School  for  Six  Months  the  same  to  be  paid 
him  Quarterly  as  it  shall  become  due,  and  to  commence  from  the 
first  of  March  Ins' : 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Ninety  Five  Pounds  be  allowed  and 
paid  unto  M"".  John  Vinal  for  his  Salary  as  Master  of  the  Writing 
School  in  the  Common  for  six  Months  tiie  same  to  be  paid  him 
Quarterly  as  it  shall  become  due,  and  to  commence  from  the  first 
of  March  Ins'  : 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Fifty  Pounds  be  allowed  aud  paid  unto 
M'".  William  Croswell  for  his  Salar}'  as  Usher  of  the  South  Gram- 
mer  School  for  Six  Months  the  same  to  be  paid  him  Quarterly  as 
it  shall  become  due,  and  to  commence  from  the  first  of  March 
Instant 

Voted,  that  M"".  John  Tileston  Master  of  the  North  Writing 
School  be  allowed  for  six  Months  House  Rent  the  Sum  of 
Twenty  Pounds,  the  same  to  be  paid  him  Quarterly  as  it  shall  be- 
come due,  and  to  commence  from  the  first  of  March  Instant 

Voted,  that  M'.  Nathan  Davis  Master  of  tlie  North  Grammer 
be  allowed  &  paid  for  Six  ]\Ionths  House  Rent  the  Sum  of  twenty 
Pounds,  the  same  to  be  paid  him  Quarterly  as  it  shall  become  due 
and  to  commence  from  the  first  of  March  Instant 

[72.]  Voted,  that  M''.  John  Vinall  Master  of  the  Writing 
School  in  the  Common  be  allowed  and  paid  for  six  ]Months  House 
Rent  the  Sum  of  Twenty  Pounds  the  same  to  be  paid  him  Quar- 
terly as  it  shall  become  due  and  to  commence  from  the  first  of 
March  Instant 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  one  or  more  Persons  be  Added  to  the 
Committee,  appointed  to  consider  whether  they  can  be  a  new 
arano-ement  of  the  Publick  Schools  for  the  Advantage  of  the  Town 
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Voted  that  the  lion'  ":  Olivt'i-  Wendell  Esq'.  i)e  Added  to  said 
Committee 

Moved  that  the  -Minds  iA'  tlie  lnhal)itanls  l)e  taken  wiielher  the 
Town  Treasni-er  shall  be  paid  hy  a  Coniniissioii  on  the  Money, 
passinu  throuoh  his  hands  —  and  the  (^lU'stion  being  aeconlintfly 
put — Passed  in  the  Negative  —  whereupon 

\'oted,  that  M'.  I^eter  IJoyer  be  allowed  and  paid  the  Sum  of 
One  hundred  Pounds  for  Six  Months,  services  as  Treastu'er  the 
sanie>to  be  paid  liini  as  it  shall  become  due 

The  (,'ommittee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
with  respect  to  what  is  due  upon  the  Tax  which  was  to  be  paid  in 
the  New  Emission  Money  al  <<ne  i.^  seven  eiuhts.  Reported  as  their 
Opinion  —  that  no  new  Emission  Money  be  received  into  the  [715.] 
Town  Treasury,  After  the  tenth  Day  of  April  next,  and  all  that 
may  then  be  due  shall  be  i)aid  in  Specie,  so  far  as  may  be  due  on 
Account  of  the  Town  Tax 

That  the  Sum  of  One  Thousand  I'ounds  be  Assessed  on  the  In- 
habitants and  appropriated  for  the  Repairs  of  the  Streets,  as  the 
Streets  are  in  a  ruiueous  Condition  and  daly  growing  worse  and 
the  Town  has  been  complained  of  and  are  liable  to  be  prosecuted 
by  the  Grand  Jury  for  this  omission 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  considered,  the 
Question  was  put.  \'iz'  —  Whetlier  the  same  shall  be  accepted  — 
Passed  in  the  Alfermative  —  also 

Voted,  that  agreeable  to  the  Above  Report,  the  Sum  of  One 
Thousand  Pounds  in  Silver  &  Cold  be  raised  by  a  Tax  upon  the 
Polls  and  rateable  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  ;  and 
that  the  same  be  paid  into  the  Town  Treasurey  and  a])propriated 
for  the  Rei)airs  of  the  Stieets  in  this  Town  now  in  a  ruinous  con- 
dition 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Consideration  of  wh;it  Sum  of 
Money  may  be  necessary  to  be  Raised  for  the  Exi)euces  of  the 
present  year  ensuing,  be  referred  over  to  the  Annual  Town  Meet- 
ting  in  May  Next 

[74-.]  The  Article  in  the  Warrant  ^'iz'.  ••  To  consiiler  what 
Measures  shall  be  adopted  for  the  immediate  procuring  the  Towns 
proportion  of  Men  for  the  Continental  Army,  Agreeable  to  a  late 
Resolve  of  the  Cieneral  Court  —  was  read  —  whereu|)on 

V^oted,  that  a  Committee  of  thirty  Six  Persons  be  now  appointed, 
three  of  whom  are  to  be  chosen  out  of  each  Ward,  who  are  to 
Assist  the  Assessors  in  carrying  the  Resolve  of  the  General  Court 
for  raising  this  Towns  proportion  of  .Men  for  the  Continental  Army 
into  execution 

Ward. 

Voted,  that  Cap'.  Thomas  Adams 1 

Ca^)'.  William  iJrown 
W.  William  Fowle 

Cap'.  I'Jias  Parkman     - 2 

]\P.  Benjamin  Burt 
M'.  Alden  liass 

]\P.  .Tohu  White ;5 

M".  Josiah  Eliot     . 
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War.l. 

M"".  Grant  Webster 

CoP.  Nathtmiel  Barber 4"'. 

Col".  Andrew  Sjuns 

M"".  Samuel  Parknian 

Jonathan  AV^illiams  Esq'. 5"'. 

Cap'.  William  Mac-key 

Cap'.  Josiali  Waters 

M"'.  Benjamin  Jepson (5"'. 

Cap'.  Samuel  Barret 

M^  John  Lowell      excused 

Cap'.  William  Bell 
'75.]  Cap'.  Job  Prince  Sen'.  - N'^  7. 

M''.  Timothy  Newell 

Cap'.  Isaac  Phillips 

Cap'.  John  Simpkius     -.---_.     8 

Cap'.  John  Laugdon 

D''.  John  Loring 

Isaac  Sears  Escf.     --------     y 

MJ.  Jonathan  Mason 

M"'.  John  Andrews 

CoP.  Joseph  Webb  --------   lO 

M"".  John  Read 

Cap*^.  Eleazer  Johnson 

M"".  Joseph  Peirce    --------   H 

M'.  John  Tileston 

CoP.  Thomas  Dawes      excused 

Cap'.  Xehemiah  Soames 

Arnold  Wells  Esq'',        .......  i2 

M^  Ebenezer  Dorr 

M''.  Henry  Bass 
were  api)ointed  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 
also  Voted,  that 

CoP.  Josiah  Waters excused 

John  Lucas  Esci'. 

Major  Thomas  Melvill 

Cap'.  Alexander  Ilodgen       -     -     .     -     excused 

Cap'.  Sarson  Belcher  ------     excused 

M''.  Edward  (xreen      ------     excused 

Col".  Joseph  Webb      -.---..     declines 

Col".  Edward  I'rocter 
be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  for  Opening  a  Rendez- 
vous   for    this    Towns    propoition    of    Men    for    the    Continental 
Army 

[76.]  All  but  Two  of  the  Above  Committee  have  declined 
serving  &  been  excused  it  was  moved  &  Voted,  that  a  Committee 
be  now  chosen  to  apply  to  proper  Persons,  &  Report  a  List  suit- 
able for  filling  up  said  Committee 

Voted,  that  John  Lucas  Esq'. 
Col".  Waters 
May.  Melville 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 
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Moved  &  Voti'il,  that  tlu?  Coiiiinittoo  for  raising  INFcn  have  an 
tuk'(iuale  &  gcMierioiis  allowam-i- 

Tiie  Article  in  tiir  Warrant  relative  to  tlic  Soiitli  AN'iiting  Schonl 
having  been  again  read 

Voted,  tiiat  a   Coniniittcc   l)e    ajipointod  to    pri'pare  an  Mstiniatc 
of  the  Charge  of   l)nilding  a  Snital)le  Seliool  Ilunse 
Noted,  that  Col".  Daws 

]\P.  Sannicl  Dyer 
yV.  .John  I're.stoii 
l)e  a  Connnitlee  for  >aid  [iiiriiose 

\'oted,  that  the  Assessors  hr  and  herel)y  are  empowered  and 
directed  to  set  for  sncli  Abatements  of  Taxes  as  they  shall  .hidge 
reasonable  ten  Days  next  following  tlu.'  tiate  and  delivery  of  the 
Tax  Hills  (Lords  Days  excei)ted)  &  no  longer  saving  tiiat  tiicy 
be  allowed  to  set  two  Days,  the  Last  Week  in  Fel)nary  for  the 
Abatements  of  the  Taxes  of  Snch  Persons  as  had  not  au  Opi)er- 
tunity  of  applying  in  the  above  liniitted  [T7.]  time,  by  reason  of 
their  being  out  of  the  CommouweL^lth,  or  any  other  unavoid;d)le 
hindrance,  at  which  time  tiiey  are  also  allowed  &  impowered  to 
Al)ate  the  Taxes  of  such  Persons  as  may  have  dieil  Lisolvent  be- 
fore the  said  time 

Moved  and  \'oted  that  the  Committee  Apiiointed  to  })ring  in  au 
Estimate  of  the  Charge  of  Pudding  a  new  Si'hool  house  be  de- 
sired to  consider  tiiat  of  mending  the  Windows   in    Faueuil    Hall, 

and  placing  the  Seats  where  they  formerly  Stood  and  to  Pe- 

port  at  the  Adjournment 

\'oted,  that  when  tliis  Meeting  be  Adjourn'd,  it  shall  l)e  to  Fry- 
day  next.  3.  ()  Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  theu  to  I\p!et  in  this  place 

Fryday  March  1')"'.  17.S2.  .•).  O  Clock  Afternoon,  —  Met  accoid- 
iug  to  Adjournment 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  I)rini:  in  their 
Votes,  for  Twelve  Wardens,  but  before  the  Liliabitants  had 
brought  in  their  ^'otes  a  .Alotion  was  made  and  carried,  that  the 
choice  of  Wardens  be  deferred  till  the  Meeting  is  fuller 

Moved,  that  if  the  Collectors  of  Taxes  for  years  past  produce 
to  the  Selectmen  Certificates  from  the  several  Treasurers  that  they 
have  paid  all  the  Taxes,  into  the  Treasurey  which  had  been  com- 
mitted to  them  to  Collect  of  the  Ldud)ilaiits  except  the  two  last 
'I'axes,  they  shall  be  i-ligable   to  a  New  choice 

And  the  (^)uestion  l)eing  aceoi-dingly  put  —  Passed  in  the  .\f- 
fermalive 

[78.]  Gloved  and  ^'oted,  that  tlu'  foregoing  Vote  be  ri>con- 
sidered,  and  that  no  Collector  have  any  new  Tax  Books  conunitted 
to  tiiem.  unless  they  produce  Peceipts  from  the  several  Treasurers, 
for  the  discharge  of  all  Taxes  (except  the  last)  and  Such  Sums 
as  in  the  Judgement  of  the  Selectmen  could  not  be  reco\  eied  or 
received 

The  Corannttee  ai)pointed  to  I)ring  in  an  Estimate  of  the  charge 
of  mending  the  Windows  in  Faueuil  II all  ^i  p)lacing  the  Seats  as 
tiiey  formerly  stood 

Peported  as  their  Opinion  that  the  said  Hall  might  be  put  in  as 
good    Pepair   as   it    was  formerly   for  the    Sum  of   Two   hundred 
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pounds,  thoy  also  Laid  before  the  Town  an  Estimate  of  the  Cliargv 
of  tlie  Several  Articles  of  Repairs 

John  Rovve  Es(|'.  having  in  this  Meeting  generously  offered  to 
the  Town  a  Box  of  Glass  for  the  Repairs  of  the  Publieiv  Buildings 

Voted,  uuauimousley  that  this  Donation  be  accepted,  and  that  the 
thanks  of  the  Town  be  and  hereby  are  given  him  for  tlie  Same 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  take  orders 
for  the  Repairs  of  Fanuiel  Hall,  and  putting  the  same  in  its  former 
State 

Tlie  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Estimate  of  the  Charge 
of  building  a  Suitable  School  House 

[79.]  Re[)orted,  that  a  School  House  suitable  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Youth  of  the  South  part  of  the  Town,  may  be 
built  for  the  Sum  of  £;300  —  as  also  a  Plan  of  such  a  Building, 
whereupon  it  was  moved,  that  the  Report  be  accepted,  and  that 
the  Sum  of  Three  hundred  pounds  be  appropriated  for  the  build- 
ing a  School  House  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Youth  of  the 
Southerly  part  of  the  Town  and  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to 
take  Order  thereon  —  and  the  Question  being  accordingly  put  — 
Passed  in  the  Affermative 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Five  hundred  Pounds  in  Silver  *fc  Gold 
be  raised  by  a  Tax  upon  the  Polls  and  Rateable  Estates  of  the 
Inhal)itants  of  this  Town,  &  that  the  same  be  paid  into  the  Town 
'J'reasurey,  and  appropriated  for  the  Repairs  of  P'anuiel  Hall ;  and 
the  Building  a  New  School-house 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  by  the  Moderator  to  withdraw 
and  bring  in  their  Votes  for  twelve  AVardeus ;  but  before  the  In- 
habitants withdrew  a  Motion  was  made  —  that  the  Town  first 
determine  whether  they  Will  choose  Wardens  the  present  year  or 
not ;  ct  the  Question  after  louge  Debate  being  accordingly  put  — 
Passed  in  the  Affermative 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  the  Inhabitants  be  desired  to  come  pre- 
pared with  Votes  for  the  choice  of  Wardens  at  the  Adjournment 
of  this  Meeting  — 

[<SO.]  The  Committee  appointed  to  lay  before  the  Town  a 
List  of  suitable  Persons  to  be  Added  to  the  Committee  appointed 
to  hire  Men  for  the  Continental  Army  ;  for  the  approbation  of  the 
Town,  Reported  a  List  —  whereupon, 

Voted,  that  Col".  Josiali  Waters  Ju'.  Esq'. 
John  Lucas  Esq': 
Cap':   Alexander  Hodgsdon 
be  added  to  the  two  Gentelmen  before  chosen  on  said  Committee 

Col".  Waters  having  represented  to  the  Town  that  the  Commit- 
tee for  raising  Men  the  last  year  had  been  greatley  obstructed  in 
their  duty  and  the  Town  much  injured  by  several  of  the  Inhabit- 
ants engaging  Men  at  a  higher  i)rice  than  the  Committee  affixed, 
and  then  carrying  them  out  of  Town  and  selling  them  to  other 
Towns  ;  and  that  it  would  be  well  if  any  thing  could  be  done  to 
prevent  so  detremental  a  practice —  whereuon 
Voted,  that  Col".  Thomas  Daws 

Hon'''''.  Caleb  Davis  Esq'. 
Joseph  Barrel  Usq'. 
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be  ;i  C'omiiiittiM!  to  make  fiii|iiirv  and  Kfiu.it  what  llicy  Aj»|iri-lifml 
may  be  doiii'  by  llie  Town  lor  incvi'iitinii,-  tin-  Ukc  wild  I'l-actici-s 
for  the  future 

.b)hn  JMaiiiier  one  of  the  Persons  ehoseii  Conslaliles  I'or  tlie  en- 
suing!; year  came  into  Ab'i'ting,  and  jjrayed  the  Town  to  e.vcnse 
him  from  serving  in  that  Ollice  the  present  yeai-  —  and  the  (.^u-s- 
tion  being  pnt  —  I'assed  in  the  Negative 

[81.]  M'.  John  Dinsdel  another  of  tlie  Persons  chosen  into  tiie 
Ollice  of  a  Constable,  came  into  Meeting  and  desired  tlie  Town 
that  he  might  be  excused  from  serving  as  a  Constable  the  l^resent 
year  —  and  the  (Question  being  pnt —  Passed  in  tlie  Affermative 

It  was  moved,  that  the  choice  of  Colh'ctors  of  Taxes  be  leferred 
to  the  Adjournment  —  and  the  (^iiiestion  heing  pnt — Passed  in 
the  Affermative  — 

The  Committee  to  whom  .M  .  Paul  Fainiers  Petition  was  referred 
—  Report 

That  the  Ovei'seers  of  the  Poor  make  such  addition  to  his  Salary 
while  JNIaster  of  the  Almshouse  for  his  faculty  as  may  afford  him 
a  suitable  and  decent  sup|)ort  and  also  make  him  such  allowances 
as  they  may  think  reasonable  on  Account  of  tlie  Taxes,  that  he 
now  owes  or  may  have  paid  since  he  was  in  that  Ollice 

Tiie  foregoing  Report  as  amended  in  this  Meeting  having  been 
read  —  the  (Question  was  put  —  Whether  the  same  shall  be  ac- 
cepted—  l*assed  in  the  Affermative 

Edward  Jones  chosen  into  the  Ollice  of  llogreeve  for  the  present 
year  came  into  Meeting,  and  prayed  that  he  might  be  excused 
from  serving  as  a  llogreeve  tlie  present  yvav  —  and  the  (^hiestioii 
being  put — Passed  in  the  Affermative  — 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  the  ciioice  of  anotluT  ib)greeve  in  tlie 
IJoom  of  M'.  Jones  be  referred  to  the  Adjonrument 

[8*-*.]  John  Gray  chosen  into  the  Ollice  of  Constable  for  the 
present  year,  came  into  .Meeting  and  desired  the  Town  to  excuse 
him  from  serving  as  a  Constable  the  ensuing  year,  and  he  was 
accordingly  excused 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  when  this  .Meeting  shall  be  Adjourned 
it  shall  be  to  Thuisday  the  -JV.  Instant  •">.  O.  'Clock  then  to  meet  at 
this  place 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned  to  Thurstlay  Next 
then  to  meet  in  this  place 

Thursday  the  21'.  of  March  MX'!.  i\.  O. Clock  P:  M:  Met  accord- 
ing to  Adjoiirnnu'iit 

M'.  Jacol)  Holland — sworn 
was  chosen  a  llogreeve  for  the  Year  ensuing 

The  Committee  to  consider  of  Cap'.  Amasa  Davis's  Petition, 
and  Report  to  the  Town,  liaving  Reported  accordingly  the  Town 
came  into  tlie  followinir  \'ote  as  recommendi'd  liv  said  Committee 
Vi/.'. 

Whereas  the  Selectmen  for  the  year  1771.  passed  an  account  of 
Cap'.  Amasa  Davis  Amounting  to  t '>'■'>  :  11:3  and  gave  hiin  a 
draft  on  the  Town  Treasurer  for  the  said  Sum  and  the  said  Treas- 
urer not  beiiiii  in  Ca^^li  discounted  the  .\moiiiit  of  said  Draught  by 
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n,  Receipt  dated  November  8"\  1774.  in  favour  of  M"".  Edward 
Hollyday  tlieu  one  of  the  Collectors  —  and  wliereas  said  Davis  is 
still  possessed  of  said  Receipt,  and  bas  [83.]  never  received  any 
Part  thereof  though  Often  reciuested  payment  of  said  Hollyday  — 
therefore  —  Resolved,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  and  he  herebv 
is  imjiowered  and  directed  to  deliver  Cap':  Amasa  Davis  a  Proinis- 
sarv  Note  in  behalf  of  the  Town  for  the  Amount  of  said  Receipt, 
together  with  Lawfull  Interest  thereon  from  the  date  thereof  pro- 
vided it  shall  appear  that  tlie  same  has  not  been  jjaid,  said  Davis 
delivering  up  to  the  Treasurer  the  Receipt  aforesaid 

Moved,  and  Voted,  that  the  Committee  ai)pointed  Anditors  of 
the  Accompts  of  the  Tov\ai  Treasurer  the  last  year  be  directed  to 
proceed  in  Auditing  and  settling  the  Accompts  of  the  late  Treas- 
urer David  Jeffries  Esq''. 

On  a  Motion,  Voted,  that 

Edward  Payne  Esq'', 
be  added  to  the  above  Committee 

Moved  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  call  upon  the  Delinquent 
Collectors  or  the  Administrators  of  such  of  them  as  are  deceased, 
in  order  for  a  Settlement  of  their  respective  Accounts  —  Viz': 
Abraham  Savage,  Edw^ard  Hollydays  Administrator,  Benjamin 
Henderson,  Benjamin  Cudworth  — Administrator,  Benjamin  Gray 
Administrator,  and  .Josiah  Torey,  and  in  Case  the  JMonies  that 
may  appear  due  from  them  respectively  are  not  paid  within  three 
Months  from  this  time  the  Town  Treasurer  is  directed  to  put  their 
Bonds  in  Suit  [84.]  And  the  Question  being  accordingly  put  — 
Passed  in  the  Affermative 

The   Inhabitants   were   directed   to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for   four  Collectors  of   Taxes,  and  the   same   having   been 
brought  in  and  sorted,  it  appeared  that 
Francis  Shaw  Esc]''. 
^V.  Benjamin  Sumner  Juu'. 
M''.  Thomas  Bayley 
M^  .James  Thompson 
were  chosen  Collectors  of  Taxes  for  the  Year  ensuing 

Voted,  that  two  and  one  half  p  Cent,  be  and  hereby  is  allowed 
to  the  Persons  that  shall  be  chose  Collectors  of  Taxes  for  the  year 
ensuing,  on  all  such  Sums  of  Money  as  they  shall  Collect,  pro- 
vided, that  they  shall  conform  to  the  Acts  and  Resolutions  of  tlu? 
General  Assembly  and  the  Votes  of  this  Town  ;  which  Premium 
appears  to  be  Just  and  equitable  and  an  ample  allowance  to  the 
Collectors  to  encourage  them  to  discharge  their  Duty  with  dili- 
gence and  fidelity  ;  provided  also  that  each  of  said  Collectors  give 
Bond  with  suflicient  Sureties  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Selectmen, 
for  the  faithfull  discharge  of  their  duty  in  said  Otlice  and  comply- 
ing with  this  Vote 

[85.]  Moved,  and  Voted,  that  the  Collectors  of  Taxes  be  and 
hereby  are  enjoined  to  pay  into  the  County  and  Town  Treasuries 
in  proportion  as  they  shall  pay  into  the  State  Treasury  from  time  to 
time 

John  Magner  chosen  a  Constable  for  the  vear  insuing  came  into 
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^leoliiii;-  and  (losi)V(l  Mint  lie  tiiii^lit  lie  cxniscd  from  scrviiiii  i" 
that  Ollicc  for  reasons  offt'it-d  the  'lown  and  In-  was  accordingly 
cxcnsetl 

Tlie  Committee  a|i|ioiiited  liy  the  Town  of  l?ost<jn  at  their  last 
Meeting  to  consider  what  Steps  are  necessary  to  he  taken  tonciiing 
snch  Persons  who  may  In-  so  lost  to  the  Wi-lfare  of  said  'I'own  as  to 
Inlist  Soldiers  in  said 'l\)wn  hefore  the  perlicnlar  (^iiota  of  said 
Town  of  I>oston  can  he  raised  —  l)eg  leave  to  repoi't 

That  they  have  considered  of  every  kind  of  disconrauemeMl, 
which  the  Town  can  lawfully  give  to  Persons  of  tiie  altove  discrip- 
tion  ;  and  recommend  thai  all  go(»d  Inhal)itants  of  said  Town 
wouUl  l)e  perticnlarly  watchfnll  of  an}'  Persons  of  the  aforesaid 
discrii)tion  and  upon  detecting  any  such  Person  in  the  Act  of  lii- 
listing  Soldiers,  in  said  'I'own  for  the  use  of  other  Towns  bef(»re 
the  (^uota  of  said  Town  is  laiscd,  to  give  the  name  of  such  Per- 
son to  the  Sele(;tmen  of  said  'I'own  in  ordt'r  that  Mi-asures  may  be 
taken  whicli  will  correct  such  an  al)use  of  the  Jnhahitants  —  all 
which  is  submitted 

Thomas  Daws  p  Older 

The  foregoing  Rei)ort  having  been  Read  and  considered  the 
Question  was  put  —  Whether  the  same  shall  lie  accepted —  Passed 
in  the  AlTermative 

[SO.]  This  being  the  time  Assigned  for  the  choice  of  Wardens, 
it  was  ^Nloved,  "that  the  \'ote  passed  at  the  late  .Meeting  for  now 
coming  to  the  choice  of  Wardens  for  the  ensuing  year  be  recon- 
sidered, and  that  no  Wardens  be  nowciiosen  for  the  i)resent  year" 
.  .  .  before  the  (^)uestion  was  i)Ut  it  was  Moved  that  the  further 
consideration  of  this  Motion  be  referred  to  May  Meeting,  but  this 
Motion  did  not  obtain — The  other  Motion  was  then  considered, 
and  aflei'  large  debate  the  (Question  was  put  —  l>ul  the  N'ote  being 
scrupeled,  a  Poll  was  called  for  and  the  same  l)eing  taken,  it 
appeared  that  the  Motion  was  carried  by  a  large  .Majority 

Voted,  that  when  this  Meeting  is  Ailjourned.  it  shall  be  to  Mon- 
da}'  the  first  of  April  next  ;>.  O.Clock  Afternoon,  then  to  meet  at 
Faneiuel  Mall 

And  the  Meeting  was   accordingly  Adjourned 

Monday  April  1'.  17.^2.  .'5.  O.Clock  Afternoon  Met  at  Faneiuel 
Hall  According  to  Adjournment 

Hon''''':    Samuel  Adams  lvs(|'.  in  the  Chair 

Thomas  Grant  chosen  a  Constable  at  the  late  Meeting,  prayed 
the  Town  that  he  might  l)e  excused  from  serving  in  that  Oflice  the 
ensuing  Year  —  and  the  (^)uestion  l)eing  put  —  Passed  in  the  AlTer- 
mative. 

yV.  Samuel  P>rown  chosen  a  Surveyer  of  Wheat,  was  t-xcused 
liy  the  Town   from  serving  in  tluit  Otiice  the  ensuing  year 

[ST.]  M'-  Kdward  \'.  Drown  was  chosen  a  Siu'veyer  of  Wheat 
for  the  Year  ensuing 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  biing  in  their 
\'otes  for  Six  ConstabK^s.  and  llie  same  being  brought  in  and 
sorted,  it  appeared  that 
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Mess"  :  William  Rogers 

John  Ballard  sworn 

John  M^'Lune 
Peter  Geyer 

Patrick  Conner  sworn 

John  Butterfield  sworn 

were  ehnsen  Constables  for  the  ensuing  Year 

Moved  that  the  Town  Treasurer  l)e  and  hereby  is  directed  and 
iini)owered  to  allow  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Interest  on  all 
Sums  that  has  or  may  be  advanced  by  them  for  the  Support  of  tlie 
Almshouse  as  has  been  allowed  by  the  General  Court  of  this  Com- 
monwealth on  their  cousoladated  Securities 

The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the  Town  are  sorrey  to  be  under 
the  disagreeable  necessity  of  informing  the  Town  of  the  uuhap[)y 
situation  of  the  Poor  in  the  Almsliouse  for  want  of  the  Necessa- 
ries of  Life  — They  have  been  without  Bread  ever  since  Last  Tues- 
day, untill  Saturday  when  only  two  hundred  of  hard  Bread  was 
procured  for  them,  and  this  Day  it  will  be  all  expended,  and  noth- 
ing but  Water  for  them  to  Drink  ;  owing  to  the  want  of  CasLi  from 
the  State  and  Town  [88.]  Treasurers,  where  large  Sums  are  due 
that  would  enable  them  to  procure  those  Necessaries,  therefore 
your  Memorialists  would  implore  the  Assistance  of  the  Town,  that 
the  Collectors  may  be  enjoined  immediately  to  Collect  the  Taxes  or 
in  Lieue  thereof  Grain  and  Other  Necessaries  of  Life  for  their  re- 
lief—  The  Master  of  the  Almshouse  being  greatley  in  debt 
already,  for  Beef  and  other  Necessaries,  and  by  means  of  his  not 
having  it  in  his  Power  to  discharge  the  same  is  refused  any  further 
C'redit — the  consequences  of  which  must  be  obvious  to  all  — 
wherefor  the  Overseers  in  consequence  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them 
relying  on  the  Justice,  wisdom  and  humanity  of  the  Town,  are 
constrained  to  represent  to  them,  the  nniiappy  situation  above 
represented  not  doubting  but  something  effectual  will  be  adopted 
by  them,  in  behalf  of  the  Overseers 

Wm  :  Phillips  Chairman 

The  foregoing  Memorial  having  been  read  and  duly  considered 
—  the  following  Votes  were  passed  b^'  the  Town  Viz'. 

Voted,  that  such  Sinn  or  Sums  of  Money  of  the  New  Emission 
in  the  Treasurey,  as  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  may  Judge  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  the  Almshouse,  be  sold  for  that  purpose. 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasnrer  be  and  he  hereby  is  empowered 
and  directed  upon  api)licatiou  made  to  him  by  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  tlierefore,  to  make  sale  of  so  much  of  said  [89.]  Bills  as 
they  shall  Judge  will  l)e  Sufficient  for  that  purpose,  upon  the  best 
terms  they  can 

Moved,  that  a  Tax  of  One  Thousand  Pounds  be  laid  ui)on  the 
Inhabitants  for  the  use  of  the  Almshouse,  but  the  Motion  after 
some  debate,  was  withdrawn 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  Boston  in  legal  Town  Meeting  Assembled 

Samuel  Ruggles  in  behalf  of  the  Estate  of  Edward  Hollyday  one 
of  the  late  Collectors  <jf  Taxes  for  said  Town  Humbly  sheweth 

That  in  December  177.3  the  Sum  of  £2449  :  1  :  8  —  was  commit- 
ted to  said  ICdward  Hollyday  to  Collect,  the  Tax  bills  were  deliv- 
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ert'd  bv  liim  in  Juimurv  1771.  iH'lween  wliicli  tunc  aiid  tlie  1!!"'.  of 
April  177.'>  —  (l)iit  little  more  than  a  year.  In-  had  ColU'Ctod  and 
paid  to  the  Severall  ColK't-tors  Treasurers  more  tiian  three  (piartei>> 
of  the  whole  Sum.  notuitlistanding  the  iniharrasnients  of  the 
Town,  occasioned  by  the  Port  15111  iS:c — ininiediately  after  said 
!'.♦"'  of  A.i)ril  the  Inlial)ilants  were  thrown  into  the  utmost  confu- 
sion, the  Injuries  they  sulTered  and  the  losses  they  sustained  are 
too  well  known,  and  { t)y  many)  too  keenly  felt  Need  no  recital.  — 
they  returned  at  different  times  in  the  Year  177().  and  l)ut  few  of 
them  who  owed  the  said  Collector  were  at  that  time  able  to  pay 
—  Many  still  remain  in  reduced  circumstances,  some  have  die(l 
and  some  Joined  the  Kuemy  as  will  fully  Appear,  by  examininijj 
the  I^ist  herewith  exhibited  to  the  Town  — 

Your  .Meuioralist  prays  the  Town  to  take  the  above  [DO.  J  State 
of  facts,  into  theii-  wise  and  serious  consideration  and  previous  to 
suinij  the  Hond  make  such  allowances,  or  abatements,  as  the  Town 
may  think  reasonable  S.vmi  kl    Kf(;(.i.Es 

The  foregoing  ^lemorial  having  been  read  and  considered  l>y  the 
Town —  It  was  moved   and  carried   that   this   Memorial  with   the 
Papers  accompanying  the  same  be  conunitteil 
Voted,  that  hbenezer  Hancock  Ksq'. 
Joseph  r>arrel  Ks(|'. 
Samuel  liarret  I-'.s(i'.  (excused) 
Edward  Payne  Ksij'". 
be   a  Connuittee   to  take  up  this  matter  &  Report  as  soon  as  may 
be,  what  they  Judge  ought  to  be  done  thereon  —  also 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  suspend  putting  (he 
late  Collector  Hollydays  Bonds  in  Suit  untill  the  further  Orders  of 
the  Town 

On  a  Motion  made  \'()ted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  lay 
before  the  Committee  Appointed  for  Auditing  the  Town  Treasurers 
Accompts,  such  Sums  as  within  their  knowledge  ought  to  be  i)aid 
into  the  Town  Treasurey 

After  some  debate  whether  this  Meeting  should  be  dissolvetl  or 
Adjourned,  it  was  Voted,  as  the  sense  of  the  Town  that  their 
should  be  another  Adjournment — and  the  Meeting  was  accord- 
inglv  Adjourned,  to  Tuesday  seven  night  ;'>.  O. Clock  P:  M: 

[91.]  Tuesday  the  !)"'.  Day  of  April  17.S2.  ?,.  O.  Clock  After- 
noon —  Met  according  to  Adjournment  — 

Hon'"''':    Samuel  Adams  Ksq'.  in  the  Chair 

The  Persons  chosen  Constables  at  the  late  Electing  having  been 
duly  notified  of  the  choice  of  the  Town  had  made  of  tliem  as  Con- 
stables for  the  Y'ear  ensuing,  and  also  required  to  (lualifv  them- 
selves as  the  Law  directs  —  Constable  Simpson  acquainted  the 
Inhabitants  that  said  Persons  were  ready  and  intended  taking  the 
Oath  of  Ollice 

The  Committee  appointed  for  Iidisting  this  'I'owns  proportion  of 
Men  for  the  Continental  Army — Reportetl  to  the  'I'own  —  That 
they  had  Inlisted  ten  ]\Ien  for  the  service  —  that  they  had  reeeived 
the  full  Sum  of  t'b')  .  for  (JO  Classes  —  that  7  Classes  have 
paid    upwards  of   £4U  —  one    Class    t'.'V.t  —  and  one  Class    tl.")  — 
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makiuii  in  the  whole  Sixty  nine  Classes  which  have  paid  into  the 
Committee 

That  they  have  met  with  many  interi'uptions,  through  the  ujaii- 
agemeut  of  such  as  wanted  to  procure  and  sell  Men  to  the  Towns  in 
the  Country;  but  were  now  in  a  fair  Way  of  making  such  discov- 
eries as  will  put.  a  stop  to  such  practises  —  and  hope  that  by  per- 
severance and  an  Attention  to  the  buisiness  laid  upon  them,  tliey 
may  bo  able  to  Answer  tlie  intentions  of  the  Town  in  their  aj)- 
pointinent  —  that  in  their  Opinion  the  raising  the  Bounty  now 
given,  will  not  have  so  good  an  effect,  as  eontiiunng  already  to 
tlie  Sum  they  have  hitherto  [O'i.]  offered  to  such  as  would 
lulist,  and  that  those  who  incline  to  enter  into  the  service  when 
they  hear  that  this  Meeting  is  dissolved,  it  will  (luicken  the  Inlist- 
ments  —  whereupon 

Voted,  that  this  Report  be  accepted  and  that  the  Committee  be 
desired  to  continue  their  good  services  in  procuring  this  Towns 
proportion  of  Men  for  the  Continental  service 

The  Committee  appointed  for  settling  Accompts  with  the  Board 
of  War,  being  called  u[)on  to  make  Rei)ort ;  Ac(iuainted  the  Town 
that  they  were  not  as  yet  able  to  make  Report  — 

INIoved  and  Voted,  that  Col°.  Edward  Proctor  be  requested  to 
give  out  Orders  to  the  respective  Captains  of  the  Companies  of 
JMilitia  in  the  Regiment  under  his  Command,  to  make  return  of  the 
Small  Amies,  received  of  the  Board  of  War,  for  the  use  of  such 
Men  in  his  Regiment  as  were  destitute  of  Arms,  and  not  able  to 
purchase  for  themselves,  informing  in  whose  hands  they  were 
placed,  or  what  had  become  of  them  ;  as  also  of  tlie  Cartridges 
delivered  out :  the  same  to  be  laid  before  tlie  Selectmen  immedi- 
ately—  and  that  Col".  Proctor  be  served  witli  a  Copy  of  this  Vote 
by  the  Town  Clerk 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  all  things  which  remain  unhnislied  at 
this  Meeting  be  referred  over  to  the  general  Town  Meeting  in  May 
next,  then  to  be  considered  and  acted  upon  — 

[93.]  Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town  he 
and  hereby  are  given  to  the  Hon'"''' :  Samuel  Adams  Es(]'.  the  Mod- 
erator of  this  Meeting,  for  dispatching  the  Buisiness  thereof 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Male  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston  of 
Twenty  one  years  of  Age  &  upwards,  qualified  as  the  Committee 
[.s/c]  prescribes,  and  legally  warned  in  pulilick  Town  Meeting 
Assembled  at  Fanuiel  Hall  on  Monday  the  1"  Day  of  April  Anno 
Domini  1  7.S2  — 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev'*.  ■NP.  Howard 

Warrant  for  calling  the  iMeeting  read  — 

Paragraphs  of  the  Constitution  or  i'oirn  of  Government,  relative 
to  the  choice  of  (lovcrnor  Lievetennant  Governor  and  Six  Sena- 
tors for  the  County  of  Suffolk  was  also  read. 

On  a  Motion  Voted.  That  the  Town  will  now  come  to  the  clioice 
of  a  Governor,  Lievetennant  Governor,  and  Six  Senators,  for  the 
Couutv  of  Suffolk. 
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It  WHS  tbeu  (k'clarod  l)y  tlu'  Seloctineii  that  no  Votes  will  he  re- 
ceived but  such  as  are  unfolded,  and  that  tiie\'  pioi)ose  tiie  Toll 
shall  be  closed  at  One  ()  Clock 

[1)4.]  It  was  then  moved  and  \'oted  that  the  Uells  in  the 
Town  be  set  a  ringing  at  half  past    1:^.  O'clock 

Persons  \'oted,  for  as  (iovernor  with  the  number  of  \'otes  for 
eacli  Person  —  Viz'. 

His  Kxcellency  dohn  Hancock  Ksq'. 
Five  hundred  &  ninety  eigiit  Votes 

Persons  \'oted,  for  as  (lOvernor  brought  over 

Votrs, 

Hon'"''' :  .lames  Bowdoin  l^s<|'.     -- -        7 

Hon'"''  :  lienjamin   Lincoln    Ksij'.     --------        1 

Hon'*'''  :  .Saumel  Adams  Ks(|'.      ---------        j 

Persons  Voted,  for  as  Lievetenant  (iovernor  with  the  Numl)er 
of  Votes  for  each  Person  Viz'  : — 

N'oten 

His  Honor  Thomas  Cushing  Es(|''.        -     - ."■).S.') 

Honourable  Azor  Orne  Ks(|'.      ---------  ,") 

Hon'*'"' :  James  Warren   Ksfj'. -     .     -     -  4 

Nathaniel  Tracy  Kscj'.        -----------  2 

Cap'.  Elias   Parkman  ------ -  1 

Persons  Voted  for  as  Senators  for  the  County  of  Suff'ilk'.  with 
the  Number  of  \'otes  for  each  l^'rsons  \'iz'. 

Honl)''''':  Samuel  Adams  Ks(i''.     -- -  o-'^O 

Hon''"':  .John  Pitts  P:s(]''.     ---------      -  ;')S(; 

Hon''''' :  .leremiah  Powell  Es(i'.     --------   ."i!i2 

Hon'''*' :  Jabez  Fisher  Kscf.     ---------   ')',)-2 

lion''''':  Samuel  Nyles  Es(i''.    ---------   ;'..');') 

Hon'''"'  :  Increase  Sumner  Es(|''.     --------  ."».s'.» 

Hon''''' :  Cotton  Tufts  Esq^      ---------   217 

Hon''''' :  James  Bowdoin  Escj'.      - -     -        1 

[1)5.]  Hon''''':  Benjamin  Austin  Escj'.   --------        1 

Hon''''  :  William  Phillii.s  Es(i'.     --------        1 

John  Lowell  Esif.    ------------        I 

Ebenezer  Storer  Esq''.  ---- --        1 

Hon"'':  Caleb  Davis  Esq'.       -     - 1 

JP.  Seth  Sunnier     -     - -----        ] 

Attested  Copies  of  the  Persons  Voted  for  as  (iovernor  Lievetenant 
(jiovernor  &  Senators  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  were  committed 
to  the  Secretary  of  this  Connuonwealtli,  and   the  Tnclosure  sealed 
up  in  Town  Meeting  Superscribed  as  follows  —  Viz'. 
For 

.b)hn  A\ery  .Inn'.  Esq'. 
Secrt't;irv  of  the  Commonwealth 
of   .\hissachus(4ts 
The  number  of  Votes  of   the  Town   of   Boston   for   a   (iovernor 
Lievetenant  Governor  and  Six  Seuatois  foi'  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
Certilied  within  and  sealed  up  in  Town  ."Meeting 
Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved 
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At  11  Meeting  of  the  FreehoKlers  and  other  Inhal)itants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  qualified  and  legally'  warned  in  publick 
Town  Meeting  Assembled  on  Tuesday,  the  14"'.  Day  of  May 
Anno  Domini —  10  O. 'Clock  —  Forenoon 

Prayer  made  by  the  Rev*'.  M"".  Lothrop 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  read 

[!)(>.]  That  part  of  the  Constitution  or  Form  of  Govornraent 
wiiich  relates  to  the  choice  of  Ke[)resentatives  read 

.Sundry  Laws  to  be  read  at  the  May  Meeting  were  accordingly 
read       ---.     

The  Town  having  determined  to  choose  Seven  Persons  to  Rep- 
resent them  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  to  be  held  at  the  State  Hcnise  in  Boston  upon  the 
last  Wednesday  of  May  Current,  Agreeable  to  the  Constitution  or 
Frame  of  Government  for  the  IMassachusetts  —  The  Inhabitants 
were  accordingl}'  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their  Votes  for 
Seven  Representatives,  and  then  it  was  declared  by  the  Select- 
men that  no  Votes  will  be  received,  but  such  as  are  unfolded,  and 
that  they  propose  the  Poll  shall  be  closed  at  twelve  O. Clock 

The  Votes  being  brought  in  for  Seven  Representatives,  the 
Number  of  the  same  were  found  to  be  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
five,  but  one  of  the  Persons,  Voted  for,  having  three  hundred  and 
fifty  Votes,  which  difference  might  have  arisen  from  some  of  the 
Votes  having  been  placed  to  M'.  Lowell  which  should  have  been 
put  to  M\  Lovels,  or  to  the  Votes  which  had  been  given  in,  and 
received  seperately,  and  not  on  one  piece  of  Paper,  which  has  been 
Often  practised,  and  in  such  case  prevents  the  Number  of  Voters 
from  being  exactly  assertained  —  the  Selectmen  therefore  accord- 
ing to  their  usual  practise,  declared  the  Number  ofVotes,  to  be 
three  hundred  &  tifty  [97.]  and  that  the  following  Gentlemen 
were  chose  by  a  Majority  of  said  Votes  —  Viz^ 

Votes. 

Thomas  Dawes  Esq^     -----     332 
John  Lowell  —  Esc}'.     -----     350 
Hon''''' :  James  Lovell  Esq"^.     -     -     -     251 
Stephen  Iligginsou  p]sq''.    -     -     -     -     324 
Leonard  Jarvis  Es({'.     -----     204 
John  Rowe  —  Es(|^        -----     213 
After  the  above  declaration  made  by  the  Selectmen  ;  a  number 
of  tlie  Inhabitants  gave  it  as  their  Opinion    that    there    was    an 
irregularity,  in  the  receiving  and  Collecting  tlie  Votes,  and  some 
im'stake  as  to  the  Numbers  placed  to  the  Names   of  the   Persons 
Voted  for 

It  was  therefore  moved  that  the  sense  of  the  Inhabitants  present 
might  be  taken,  whether  in  their  Opinion  the  Elections  were 
valed  —  And  the  Question  being  accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the 
Negative 

On  a  Motion  made 

Voted,  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Town  that  no  Votf  for  a  Rep- 
resentative be  received  but  from  sucli  as  shall  enter  Fanuiel  Hall 
after  giving  in  their  Votes  —  also 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  Notify  the  Inhal)itants, 
of  the  intended  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting   to   Wednesday  the 
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lifleenlli  of  May.  Instant  lor  tlic  elioice  of  Suvcii  I'ersons  to 
Represent  this  Towii  in  \\u-  (icnnal  Couit  of  this  Corunionwcaltii 
the  Year  ensuing 

Moved,  that  wlien  this  INIeetinu'  is  Adjourned,  it  shall  he  to  to 
Morrow  ten  C)  (lock  in  the  forenoon,  then  to  meet  in  this    I'lace 

[1)8. J  Anil  the  Meeting  was  aeeoi-dingly  Adjourued  Ijy  the 
Selectmen 

Wednesday  the  1.')"'.  Day  of  May  Instant  1(».  O'Cloek  in  the 
Forenoon  Town  met  according  to  Adjijurninent 

The  Town  Clerk  was  called  upon  to  read  the  Minutes  of  the 
transactions  of  the  -Meeting  Yesterday,  and  tiu'y  were  accordinoly 
read  to  the  luhal)itants 

A  Motion  was  made  *.<:  seconded  that  the  NOtes  passed  hy  the 
Town  yesterday,  that  the  Klections  of  Re[)resentatives  was  not 
vuled  —  l)e  reconsideied  —  After  cousider:d)le  debate,  it  was  the 
sense  of  the  Town,  that  the  (Question  should  not  lie  put 

The  Selectmen  having  declared  to  the  Town,  that  theire  decla- 
ration of  yestertlay  respecting  the  Number  of  Votes  for  Kepresenta- 
tives  was  erronious,  and  that  no  choice  was  had  —  It  was  moved  v^ 

Voted,  that  the  Town  will  ni^w  Assign  a  time  for  coming  to  the 
choice  of  Representatives 

N'oted,  that  the  Town  will  come  to  the  choice  of  Representa- 
tives at  3.  ()  Clock 

On  a  Motion  \'oted,  that  the  PcjU  f(M-  KeiJiescntatives  be  closed 
at.  4.  O'clock  Afternoon 

[91).]      Adjourned  to  ."i.  O'Cloek  in  the  Afti-ruoon 

8.  O'clock,  Town  ]Mct  according  to  Ailjouiinnent 
The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring* in  their 
^'otes  for  Seven  Representatives,  and  then  it  was  declared  ])y  the 
Selectmen,  that  no  \'otes  will  be  received  Init  such  as  are  unfolded, 
and  on  one  peice  of  Paper,  and  that  such  of  the  Inhabitants  as 
give  in  their  Votes  at  the  Door  must  enter  the  Ilall  ;  and  tliat  they 
propose  the  Poll  be  closed  at  half  past  4.  O  Clock. 

The  Votes,  being  brought  in  for  Seven  Representatives,  the 
Xnmber  of  the  same  were  found  to  l)e  three  hundred  tfc  Thirty 
one  ;  and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeaieil  that  the  following  Per- 
sons were  chose  Viz'  : 

Votes 

Thomas  Daws  Esij".      --- ;?21 

John  Lowell  Ks([^    ---------     .".l  d 

Sanuiel  A.  Otis  Es(l^    --------     -iou 

Leonard  eJarvis  Esq'.     - -     -     I'l'l    excus'd 

Stej)hen  Iligginson  Esi|  .  -------     .■;i;;   exc'd 

John  Rowc  Esq'.      ---------      -j-J:', 

Ilon'''"^  :  James  Lovell  Es<|\     ------      -joCexc'd 

The  c-hoice  of  Repre>entatives  being  over  and  dtclariHl  by  the 
Selectmen,  the  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring 
in  their  Votes  for  a  Moilerator  of  this  INIeeting  in  t)rder  tiial  the 
Town  may  proceed  in  transacting  the  Other  Affairs  mentioned  in 
the  Warrant  ;  accordingly  the  Inhal)itants  withdrew  and  brought 
ui  their  \'otes,  and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared,  that 
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[100.]  The  Hon''''" :  Samuel  Adams  Esq',  was  chosen  Moder- 
ator unaiiimonsly- 

The  Article  in  tlie  Warrant.  Viz'.  "To  consider  whether  In- 
structions shall  be  given  to  the  Representatives  that  may  be 
chosen  "  —  was  read  —  whereupon  the  Question  was  put  — 
Whether  the  Representatives  shall  be  Instructed  Passed  in  the 
Atfirmative 

Moved,  "  that  a  Committee  Ite  now  appointed  to  prepare  In- 
structions for  our  Re[)resentatives  "  —  and  the  (^)uestion  being  put 
—  Passed  in  the  Affermative  "  —  and  the  (Question  being  put  — 
Passed  in  tlie  Negative 

The  Article  of  the  Warrant,  relative  to  the  subject  matter  of  a 
Report  from  the  Committee  to  Audit  the  Treasurers  Accompts  it 
give  in  a  State  of  the  Treasury  was  read  —  whereupon  said  Com- 
mittee give  in  the  following  Report 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Audit  the  Town  Treasurers  Ac- 
compts Report  as  follows 

That  it  appears  by  the  Treasurers  Books,  there  remains  unpaid 
of  the  Towns  Debts  —  Viz',  due 
to  30  Persons  for  Money  borrowed  )  fcT' 

before  the  Seige ) 

To  42  Persons  for  Balances  of  Selectmen  &  )  ^..  ^.^q 
Overseers  Draughts     -------      j       •  -< 

Cun-ency 

to  273  d".  for  Money  borrowed  from  1777  to  17.sO  £49702  [101.] 
to    23  Persons  for  money  in  New  Emission  £1574 

to  122  d°.  Ballances  of  Selectmen  &  Overseers  Draughts  )  n,.),, 
to  171  bro'.  into  Specie     ----------       ^ 

to  125  iV\  drawn  for  in  Specie    ---------      2735 


(;i5 

The  exact  amount  of   the  debts  in  Specie  cannot  l)e  ascertained 
as   the   date  of   the  several  Notes    are  not  particularly  specified  in 
tlie   Books,  but  an   Estimate   has  been  made,  by  which  it  appears 
tlie  State  of  the  Treasury,  if  all  the  Notes  are  entered  is  nearly  as 
follows  Viz'. 

To  the  Amount  of  Notes  given  before  the  seige  )    ^.,,-,^-0^     1  - 
with  the  Interest      ---------j  ' 

To  ditto  since  the  seige  with  the  Interest  -     -     -       4638  ,,  4  ,,     7 
To  balances  of  Draughts  before  &  since  the  seige      5100  ,,  0  ,,  — 


£20,425 

To  Premiums  due  to  the  ('oUectors  and  Abatements  on  the  last 
Taxes,  the  Amount  of  which  cannot  be  assertained  as  no  settle- 
ment has  been  made  with  the  Collectors  since  the  Seige — there- 
fore your  Committee  purpose  to  the  Consideration  of  the  Town  as 
the  Collectors  received  the  Taxes  before  1781  in  Old  Emmissiou 
Money,  and  paid  great  part  of  it  into  tlie  Treasurey,  after  it  ceased 
to  be  a  Currency,  whether  they  ought  not  to  receive  their  Pre- 
meiums  in  the  Same  Money  they  paid  into  tlie  Treasury  where  it 
now  remains 
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To   (liscliiii'gc   the   mIiovc  (lct)ts.  their  appcnrs  to  Jic  iliic  Irnm  tlie 
ColKiCtois,  the  t'ollouing-   Siiins  —  \i/,'. 

I?ii-f  Ttix  Bpeiie  Total 

From.  FruiR'is  Sh:i\v  on  Acco'.  — 

IaTux   - £l(»(;(i         f(;;]()  i;;,s;i  L'.'JOT'.i 

.lainos  Thompson     -     -    .    .       ik;;;          ;{io  icoo  :5i;;:» 

Bt'njtimin  Sumner      -     -     -     .          ;",12            oOo  12()'.l  l'2i' 1 

Thomas  Bavlev 6-".'             !(;.■)  12M9  2071 


IC.ns     .     .     .        1051  (J 

[lOti.]      States  Certificates  ^;  Intt  rest  New  I  .-,^_ 

Emission  IJills j  "    ' 

In  Bills  ol"  the  ohl  Kmission       -        .t'.'J.S.ooO 
of  the  New  Kmission  -     -      -     .  21,7;>1 

It  a[)pears  V)V  the  Selectmens  Aeeounts  that  they  puichased 
lariie  parcels  of  Clothing  and  other  necessaries  on  Account  of  the 
Towns  (^uota  of  Su|)i)lies  for  the  Army,  part  of  which  has  been  re- 
paid, but  there  still  remains  due  to  the  'J'own  on  ^Vccount  of  tiiese 
Supplies  in  Specie  about  —  f'.ioo 

And  for  the  support  of  the  State  Poor  I      i -nn 
in  the  Almshouse    -     -     -     -  j 
The  Ballanees  due   from  other  Collectors   bef(jre   the    Seige  are 
not  bro' :  into  this   Kslamate  as  its   luicertaiu    if  any   [lart  will  l)e 
recovered  — 

It  likewise  Appears  that  the  Treasurer  has  paid  Large  Sums  on 
Account  of  the  War  great  part  of  which  the  Committee  sup[)ose  is 
to  be  repaid  out  of  the  State  'J'reasnrey  or  d(Hlucted  out  of  the 
Towns  proportion  of  the  State  Tax,  they  therefore  i)ro|iose  that  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  inipiire  into  the  Expentliture  of  this 
Money,  &  report  what  Apjiears  to  be  due  cither  from  the  State  or 
those  who  received  tlie  following  Sums  out  of  the  Treasurey, 
Amounting  to  upwards  of  Nine  hundred  Thousand  I'ounds  Conti- 
nental ^Toney  \'iz'. 

Paid  Col".  Proctor  for  raising   Men  &'  -     .     .     - 
p  Resolve  of  the  Cieueral  Cou!  I    -     -     -     - 
Osgood     &    Phelps     for    first    &    Second  ) 
Quota  of  Beef  ) 

John  Simpkins    for    supplys    to    Soldiers  } 
Familys  ) 

[1()3.]      foi-  Horses  for  the  use  of  the   Army 

Col".  Hatch  Bounty  i<;  ^lileage 

Col".  Crafts  &  Others  for  Shoes  &  Stockings 
Balance    due    to    the    Comra"'.    for    purchasing  ) 
Grain _     .     .     .     .      \ 

;t2.').  l:',  I  (I  0 
Paid  the  aforementioned  sums  due  from  the  •'  CoIlectt)rs  »k  the 
State  Treasurer  Amounting  to  £i;3.400  from  which  may  be  de- 
ducted .£.'5, 100  for  the  Prem''.  due  to  tlie  Collectors  &  the  Abate- 
ments on  the  Two  last  Taxes,  will  leave  £10,000  specie  in  the 
Treasurey,  a  Sum  sulllcient  to  pay  all  the  Debts  the  Town  owes 
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except  those  for  Money  borrowed  before  the  seige  &  the  Interest 
dne  thereon  —  The  Drafts  of  the  Selectmen  since  March  Amo''.  to 
£466  &  those  of  the  Overseers  Amot^.  to  £375  18/  and  the 
paper  Money  in  the  Treasure^/  are  not  inchided  in  this  Estimate  — 
the  former  ought  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Tax  now  to  be  granted  ;  the 
latter  must  be  paid  out  of  the  Money  now  due  from  tlie  Collec- 
tors—  the  Bills  of  the  New  Emission  in  the  Treasurey  if  sold  at 
three  for  one  would  raise  £7240.  Specie  a  sum  suflicient  to  enable 
the  Overseers  to  provide  for  the  Poor  &  to  pay  the  Interest  (at 
least)  if  not  a  great  part  of  the  Principal  of  the  Debts  due  for 
Money  borrowed  before  the  Seige,  but  as  this  will  be  Attended 
with  considerable  Loss  &  these  Bills  nnist  finally  be  Redeemed  at 
1|  for  a  hard  Dollar  the  Committee  cannot  Advise  to  their  being 
disposed  of,  unless  two  for  one  can  now  be  obtained,  at  which  rate 
they  would  produce  a  Sum  Sufficient  to  pay  Off  all  the  Debts  due 
from  the  Town  —  Should  tlie  Overseers  drafts  be  paid  out  of  the 
Money  supposed  to  be  in  the  Treasurey  there  [104.]  Will  not  be 
sufficient  to  pay  Off  all  the  Notes  given  since  the  Seige,  there  is 
no  Doubt  that  the  Proprietors  have  a  Sufficient  Sum  for  the  Over- 
seers drafts  would  be  content  to  wait  for  the  principal  (if  the  In- 
terest was  paid)  until!  the  New  P^mission  Bills  were  Redeemed,  or 
other  provision  made  to  discharge  their  Notes  —  Therefore  your 
Committee  propose  the  following  regulations  to  the  C-onsideratiou 
of  the  Town,  sliould  they  be  Voted  &  Attended  too,  the  Credit  of 
the  Treasurey  will  be  restored  &  the  Town  on  any  Emergency 
will  be  able  to  borrow  such  Sums  as  they  may  have  occasion  for 
provided  the  Lender  can  depend  on  being  paid  out  of  the  Tax  laid 
for  that  purpose 

V.  That  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  Cause  an  Advertizemeut  to 
be  published  Advertising  all  Persons  who  are  possessed  of  any 
Notes  given  by  the  Late  Treasurer  Jeffries  to  bring  them  in  to  be 
liquidated  —  Passed 

2^:  That  he  give  new  Notes  for  the  Amount  tliereof  in  Specie 
one  for  the  Principal  and  another  for  the  Interest  to  those  who 
desire  it  &  expect  to  receive  the  Interest  out  of  the  Money  now 
due  from  the  Collectors  —  Passed 

3diy^  That  tiiese  Notes  be  all  Numbered,  those  for  principal  & 
those  for  Interest  both  to  begin  at  N".  One,  those  lor  the  Interest 
to  be  paid  before  those  for  the  Principal,  when  there  is  not  suffi- 
cient in  the  Treasury  to  pay  both  »fc  in  [lOo.]  Order  to  induce 
Persons  to  bring  in  their  Notes  those  that  bring  in  first  to  be  paid 
first  &  so  in  Course  as  they  are  Numbered  —  Passed 

4'y.  That  all  the  small  notes  &  Ballances  remaining  Unpaid  on 
any  drafts  which  are  to  be  taken  by  the  Collectors  in  payment  of 
Taxes  to  be  liquidated  &  the  Sums  to  be  paid  indorsed  on  tlie 
back  of  the  Note,  or  an  Order  drawn  on  the  Collector  for  the 
Amount ;  or  indorsed  on  the  Proprietors  Rate  Bill 

5"''^.  The  Collectors  be  directed  not  to  receive  any  Notes  or 
Orders  in  i)ayinent  of  Taxes  except  the}'  are  endorsed  by  Treas- 
urer Boyer  and  that  they  be  enjoined  to  Collect  &  pay  into  the 
Treasurey,  the  remainder  of  all  the  Taxes  connnitted  to  them 
without  Delay  — 
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G'*"^'.  Tliat  tlie  Ticasiiicr  lie  diiocted  in  ciise  any  of  the  Collectors 
neglect  to  i):iy  in  the  'I'axcs  At'tcr  tiie  tirin-  liinittod  l>y  Law  to  put 
the  IJoiids  ill  Suit 

7"''^.  That  the  Selectmen  i)e  directed  not  to  make  any  drafts  on 
tho  Treasurer  to  he  paid  out  of  the  Mi^ney  now  (.'oUecting,  except 
for  the  i)ay  of  the  Watchmen  which  JNloney  being  granted  to  pay 
()\'i  the  Notes  for  ]\loney  liorrowed  on  the  Credit  of  those  very 
Taxes  «fc  the  Drafts  of  the  two  last  Years:  cannot  be  Applied  to 
any  Otiier  use 

8"'^.  That  in  all  tiieir  future  contracts  iVc  drafts  on  the  Treas- 
urey,  they  direct  the  payment  to  be  made  out  of  the  Tax  granted 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  [10(>.]  Charges  of  the  ensu- 
ing year  when  the  same  is  Collecti-d  ;  and  to  continue  this  i)ractice 
from  year  to  year 

By  the  Drafts  of  the  Selectmen  and  Overseers  for  the  last  two 
years  it  appears  that  the  Ordinary  Charges  of  the  T<jwn  for 
Schoolmasters  Watchmen,  Assessors.  Treasurei-,  Town  Clerk  & 
Other  Necessary  Kxpencies  have  amounted  to  about  £1.')0U  p 
Annum  tlu;  Charges  of  the  ensuing  year  may  be  estimated  at  the 
sauje  sum,  to  which  is  to  be  Added  .1'1.'>()()  already  granted  for  re- 
pairing the  Streets  &  Faueiiil  Hall  <t  IJuilding  a  New  School 
House  this  Will  make  the  Tax  for  the  ensuing  year  £G,0()'J  ex- 
clusive of  any  denuuuls  that  may  be  made  on  the  Town  for  tin* 
supply  of  the  Army  —  if  any  such  Demand  is  likely  to  be  made, 
it  will  be  necessary  that  a  furtluu-  grant  be  made  if  it  is  not 
wanted  for  the  Army  it  may  be  appropriated  to  pay  the  Notes, 
given  before  the  Seige  in  casi'  the  New  Emission  lUUs  are  not 
redeemed  —  what  Sinn  will  l)e  necessary  for  this  purpose,  &  to 
make  good  any  Abatements  that  may  be  made  by  the  Assessors 
is  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Town 

The  Committee  having  gone  through  the  examination  into  the 
State  of  the  Treasurey,  &  the  Drafts  of  the  Selectmen  &  Ovt'r- 
seers  of  the  Poor,  as  directed  by  the  Vote  of  the  Town,  They  beg 
leave  to  mention  that  no  en(juiry  has  ever  been  made  into  the 
Conduct  of  thi'  Assessors  ;  and  as  the  proceedings  of  all  IV'rsons 
who  are  intrusted  with  the  Management  of  l?ul)lick  ]Money  ought 
to  be  enquired  into  they  [107.]  Propose  that  a  Committee  be  ap- 
|)ointed  to  examine  the  Assessors  Books,  to  know  on  what  princi- 
pals they  proceed  in  Apportioning  the  Taxes  on  the  Inhabitants  — 
what  proportion  the  Real  Estate  Bears  to  the  Personal  —  and  how 
tliev  estimate  the  Personal  Estate  ifc  Faculty  in  order  to  raise  the 
sum  to  be  Assessed  —  Those  are  matters  that  the  Town  should 
be  acquainted  with,  A:  if  it  should  ai)pear  from  such  examination 
that  the  Assessors  have  been  in  an  Error,  the  Town  may  tlien 
give  such  directions  as  to  prevent  the  like  in  future. 

Sitici;  Stating  the  Above  Acco':  of  the  Treasury  your  Committee 
have  been  informed  that  the  Board  of  AV'ar  have  a  large  demand 
on  the  Town  for  "iOU  Bush':  Corn  about  '»()()  small  Arms,  Car- 
touch  Boxes,  Belts,  Slings,  Cartridges,  Shot,  ct  Other  Articles, 
to  the  Amount  of  £2010  specie 

The  Arms  *tc  were  delivered  to  the  Col'.  Proctor.  Simms,  & 
Hatch,  for  the    Inhabitants  who  were   not   provided  at  that  time 
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with  Arms  some  of  these  were  Sold  &  paid  for  ut  the  delivery 
Others  were  lent  to  siicli  Persons  as  were  uuable  to  purchase,  & 
were  to  be  returned,  but  do  Account  has  been  rendred  of  those 
Arms  &c.  nor  have  they  been  returned  —  Its  proposed  that  a 
Committee  be  a[)pointed  to  enquire  into  tliese  Matters  &  what 
consideration  the  Town  have  received  for  tlie  Arms  delivered  up 
l>efore  the  Seige  that  were  Afterwaids  taken  ct  repaired  by  the 
State,  &  make  report  at  the  Next  Town  Meetinp: 

Ei>wAKi>  Payne 

p  Order 

[108.]  The  foregoing  Re[)ort  having  been  read  and  consid- 
ered by  Paragraphs  —  the  Town  came  in  to  the  following  \'otes 
thereon 

Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Col- 
lectors relative  to  the  Moneys  paid  into  the  Treasurey  in  Bills  of 
the  Old  Emission  Money  before  the  year  1781,  upon  the  Question 
in  the  said  Report,  whether  tiiey  ought  not  to  receive  their  Pre- 
miums in  the  same  Money 

Voted,  that  the  Gentlemen 
The  Selectmen 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

A'oted,  that  the  Hoa'^^'^-  John  Puts  Esq^ 
M^  John  Wiuthrop 
Samuel  Barret  Esq"^.  —  excused 
Stephen  liigginson  Esq'. 
be  a  Committee  for  considering  the  1'.  Paragraph  of  the  foregoing 
Report  to  Report  as  soon  as  may  be 

Voted,  That  the  Town  Treasurer  be  directed  to  publish  an 
Advertizement  desiring  all  Persons  who  are  possessed  of  Notes 
of  the  late  Treasurer  to  bring  them  in  to  the  present  Treasurer  to 
be  liquidated  agreeable  to  the  Scale  of  depreciation  fixed  by  the 
Goverment  of  this  Commonwealth 

Voted,  that  the  Treasurer  give  new  Notes  for  the  Amount  in 
Specie  one  for  the  Principal  &  another  for  the  Interest  to  those 
who  desire  it  &  expect  to  receive  the  Interest  out  of  the  Money 
now  due  from  the  Collectors 

[1()9.]  ^"oted,  that  these  Notes  be  all  Numbered,  those  for 
principal  &  those  for  Interest  both  to  begin  at  N":  one,  those  for 
the  Interest  to  be  paid  before  those  for  the  Principal,  when  there 
is  not  sutHcient  in  the  Treasurey  to  pay  both,  &  in  Order  to  induce 
Persons  to  bring  in  their  Notes,  those  that  bring  in  first  to  be  paid 
first  &  so  in  course  as  they  are  Numbered 

Voted,  that  all  the  Small  Notes  &  Balances  remaining  unpaid 
on  any  drafts  which  are  to  be  taken  by  the  Collectors  in  payment 
of  Taxes  to  be  liquidated  &  the  Sum  to  be  paid  indorsed  on  the 
back  of  the  Notes  or  an  Order  drawn  on  the  Collectors  for  the 
Amount  or  endorsed  on  the  Proprietors  Rate  Bill 

Voted,  that  the  Collectors  be  directed  not  to  receive  any  Notes 
or  Orders  in  payment  of  Taxes  except  they  are  endorsed  by 
Treasurer  Boyer  and  that  tliey  be  enjoined  to  Collect  &  pay  into 
the  Treasurey  the  remainder  of  all  the  Taxes  committed  to  them 
without  delay 
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\'oted,  thai  llu'  1  nasiin  r  l)u  diri-cU'd  in  Cusu*  any  of  the  Col- 
lectors Xegloct  to  pay  in  tlic  Taxes  after  llu-  time  liinilted  liy  L:i\v 
to  put  the  Hoiids  of  such  delin(|iieiit  Colh'ctors  in  suit 

Voted,  that  the  Seh'ctiiien  l)c  directed  not  to  make  an\- 
drafts  on  the  Treasuiei-  to  l»e  paid  ont  of  tiie  Money  now  C'oiU'ct- 
iiig  except  for  the  pay  of  the  Watchmen  [110.]  which  iNIoney 
l)eing  granted  to  pay  Off  tlie  Notes  for  Money  bonowed  on  tiie 
Credit  of  Tliose  veiy  Taxes  A:  the  Drafts  of  the  two  hist  years; 
cannot  be  apply'd  to  any  otiier  Use 

Voted,  that  in  all  things  future  contracts  j\:  Drafts  on  the  Treas- 
urey  they  (Urect  the  payment  to  be  made  out  of  the  Taxes  granted 
for  that  i)urpose  of  defraying  tiu-  charges  of  the  ensuing  year 
wlien  the  sanu;  is  Collected  and  to  continue  the  |)ractice  from  year 
to  year 

Voted,  that  the  Treasurei-  Ix'  directed  not  to  sell  any  more  new 
Emission  Money  excepting  wliat  may  be  necessary  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Watchmen  I'nless  he  Obtain  one  for  two 

iMoved  cV:  \'oted,  that  the  further  c(^nsideration  of  the  Report 
aforesaid  be  referred  to  the  Adjournment 

Adjourned  to  Fryilay  next  10.  O'ClocU  Forenoon 

Fryday  the  17"'  Day  of  May  A.D  17S-J— :M(>t  according  to 
Adjournment  at  tiie  Kepresi-ntatives  Chamber  10.  OClock.  Fore 
Noon 

I\r.  Adams  in  the  Chair 

M'.  AValley  and  others  the  Committee  appointiMl  by  the  Town 
to  contract  for  the  Towns  jiroportion  of  IJei'f  for  the  Continental 
Army  —  Reported 

That  they  had  procured  the  (piautity  which  had  been  wanted,  cV 
laid  before  the  Town  an  Account  there(jf  Specefying  the  par- 
ticular [111.]  quantities  et  the  Frices  on  which  they  were  con- 
tracted for;  whereby  it  appearetl  that  a  considerable  saving  had 
been  made  by  the  ('onnnittee  and  that  the  Balance  still  due  to 
Oliver  Phelps  Fsq' .  the  Super  Intend':  of  Purchases,  the  Person 
with  whom  they  contracted  for  the  I'.eef,  is  Two  hundred  and 
forty  eight  Pounds  nine  Shillings  and  nine  pence  —  whereupon 

jNIoved,  and  \'oted,  that  the  ThaidvS  of  the  Town  be  and  liereby 
are  given  to  the  aforesaid  Committee  for  their  good  services  and 
the  consideral)le  savings  they  had  made  for  the  Town  in  said  Con- 
tract 

Moved,  that  the  several  Collectors  be  directed  to  lay  liefore 
the  Town  a  List  of  the  Names  of  all  such  l\'rsous  as  are  indebted 
for  tiie  Beef  Tax  ;  and  that  the  Town  make  an  Adjournment  of 
this  Meeting  to  receive  the  same  —  the  (Question  being  accord- 
ingly put  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

JNIoved,  and  \'oted,  that  the  Assessors  be  re(piested  to  attend 
the  Town  Meeting,  and  give  information  with  respect  to  the 
Abatements  they  have  made 

The  Town  Cferk  was  called  upon  to  lay  before  the  Town  the 
\'ote  passed  the  last  year  Respecting  the  Abatements  to  be  made 
which  was  accordingly  done 

The  Moderator  having  left    the  Chair  and  taken  a  Seat 
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[112.]      The  Selectmen  agaiu  presided 

A  Letter  from  Ste|)lieii  Higgiuson  Esq"",  chosen  to  Represent  the 
Town  iu  the  General  Court  the  ensuing  Year  was  Laid  before  the 
Town,  in  which  Letter  he  expresses  his  hopes  that  the  Town  will 
for  the  reasons  he  has  given  accept  of  his  resignation  of  the  Trust 
they  had  again  reposed  in  him,  —  It  was  thereupon  moved  and 
the  Question  accordingly  put — Whether  the  Town  will  accept  of 
M'.  Higginsons  resignation,  and  Assign  a  time  for  coming  to  the 
choice  of  another  Representative  in  his  room  —  which  passed  in 
the  Affermative 

As  the  Town  were  informed,  that  another  resignation  would  be 
laid  before  them  in  a  short  time  —  the  Assigning  a  time  was  post- 
poned for  the  present 

M"'.  Adams  again  took  the  Ciiair 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  for  Auditing  Town  Treasurers 
Accompts,  again  read,  and  after  some  debate  it  was  moved  & 
carried  that  the  debate  set  aside  for  the  present 

The  Assessors  Reported  in  writing,  that  the  Tax  N":  11 
Amounted  to  £;)0, 981-5-5  on  which  they  had  made  Abatements 
the  Sura  of  £1233-(3-7 

That  the  12'^  or  last  Tax  amounted  to  £2-l,85S-7-10  —  on 
which  they  had  made  Abatements  the  Sum  of  £331-1G-G,  where- 
upon it  was  moved 

That  the  Assessors  be  directed  to  proceed  immediatley  with  all 
the  Abatements  that  are  to  be  made  on  the  two  last  Taxes  Agree- 
able to  the  Vote  of  the  Town  —  And  that  the  Collectors  be  directed 
to  bring  every  thing  that  is  to  come  to  their  Credit  [113.]  into  the 
Treasurey,  that  so  the  Town  may  know  at  the  Adjounnnent  of 
this  Meeting,  what  Monies  remaine  in  the  hands  of  the  Col- 
lectors 

The  Moderator  having  again  left  the  Chair  and  taken  a  Seat 
The  Selectmen  presided 

M"'.  Jarvis  having  by  a  Letter  laid  before  the  Town  resigned 
the  Trust  of  a  Representative,  into  which  he  had  been  chosen  for 
the  ensuing  Year 

It  was  moved   and   Voted,  that  Five    OClock  this   Evening  be 
Assigned,  for  coming  to  the  choice  of  two  Representatives  in  the 
room  of  M'.  Iligginson  and  M''.  Jarvis  who  have  resigned 
M^  Adams  in  the  Chair 

"N^oted,  that  when  this  Meeting   is  Adjourned,  it  shall  be  to  3. 
OClock  Afternoon  then  to  Meet  at  the  Representatives  Chamber 
Adjourned  accordingly 

3.  OClock  P:  M:    Met  according  to  Adjournment 
M"".  Adams  in  the  Chair 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  Audit  the  Town  Treasurers 
Accompts,  again  taken  up,  whereupon  Moved,  That  a  Committee 
be  Appointed  to  examine  the  Assessors  Books  to  know  on  what 
princi[)les  they  proceed  in  apportioning  the  Taxes  on  the  Inhabi- 
tants —  what  proportion  the  Real  Estate  hears  to  the  Personal 
Estate  &  Faculty  in  order  to  raise  the  Sum  to  \>e  Assessed  — 
[114.]  The  Question  being  accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the 
Affermative 
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Voted,  tliMl  Smiiiiel  liioom  Kstj'.  excused 
Ivlw:ird  I'riyin-  Ks(]'. 
AT.  Ili'iiiiMii  liriiiier 
be  a  Committee  for  the  piuiidse  iit'oresiiid 

Moveil  &  Voted,  tliiit  the  consideration  of  wliat  will  l)e  the  Sum 
proper  to  be  raised  by  a  Tax  on  Polls  i^c  Kstates  be  postponed  till 
the  Adjournment  — 

On  the  consideration   of  the    last   Clause    in    the    Report  of  liie 
Committee  to  Audit  the  Town  Treasurei's  Ace(junts 
Voted,  that  Cap'.    Isaac  Thillips 

Thomas  Melvill  —  excused 
M'.  l-",lislia  Si^ourney 
be  a   Committee   to   con>idei'  >;iid    Clause   and   Keport  as  soon  as 
may  be  — 

On  a  .Motion  \'oted.  Hiat  tiie  Thanks  of  the  Town  be  :ind  here- 
by are  given  to  Edward  I'ayne  PLs(['.  and  others  the  Committee  for 
Auditing  the  Accounts  of  the  'J'own  Treasurer,  for  the  Time  they 
have  generously  s[)enl  in  the  l)usiness  iV  their  Assiduety  in  pre- 
paring said  Report — -And  the  Committee  have  leave  to  Ke[>oit 
further  — 

Adjouriu'd  to  <)  O'clock  in  the  Kvening 

Selectmen  presided  — 

This  being  the  Time  Assigned  for  the  choice  of  [115.]  Two 
Ivcpresentatives  —  The  Inhabitants  were  directed  l)y  the  Select- 
men to  withdraw  nnil  bring  in  theii'  X'otes  for  Two  Ke])resenta- 
tives ;  and  then  it  was  declared  by  the  Selectmen  that  no  ^'otes 
will  be  received  but  such  as  ai'e  unfolded,  it  on  one  piece  of 
Paper,  and  that  such  of  the  Inhabitants  as  give  in  their  S'otes  at 
the  Door,  must  enter  the  Hall,  and  that  they  pi-opose  the  Poll  to  be 
closed  at  C,.  O'Clock  — 

The  \'otes  being  I»rought  in  accordingly  the  number  of  the 
Same  were  found  to  be  One  hinidred  sixty  seven:  and  ui)on 
s(jrting  ihem  it  ai)i)ear'd  that  the  two  following  Persons  weie 
chosen  —  Viz'. 

Hon'"'.  James  Howdoin  Ksij". 
n(.n''-.  William  Phillips  Ks(f. 
yV .  Adams  in  the  Chair 

On  a  Motion,  \'oted.  that  the  aforementioned  — 

The  Committee  to  consider  what  Steps  shall  be   taken  for  set- 
tling with  the  P>oard  of   War  etc. 
Keported  verbally  — 

On  a  Motion.  \'oled  that  the  aforementioned  Committee  be  re- 
quested to  reduce  their  Kei)ort  to  Writing 

Major  Melvill  having  desired  that  he  might  be  excused  from 
serving  on  the  Committee  with  (  ap'.  Phillips  it  otheis  he  was  ac- 
cordingly excused 

Voted,  that  JNP.  Joseph  Peiree  be  added  to  the  said  Committee 
in  the  room  of  [Major  Melvill 

[11(>.]  The  Article  in  the  Warrant.  Viz'.  ••  To  considi'r  and 
dett'rmine  relating  to  the  Premium  due  to  the  severall  Collectors  of 
Taxes  on  the  Taxes   bv  them  Collected  and  i)aid  into  the  several  " 
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Treasurers  —  was  read    whereupon  Voted,   that  a  Committee    be 
appointed  to  take  said   Article  into   consideration  —  Confer  witli 
the  Collectors  ct  Report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  — 
Voted,  that  jNI^  John  Coffin  .Tones 

IM''.  Thomas  Walley  excused 

M'-.  Joseph  Russell 

M^  Joseph  Barrell  excused 

Ezekiel  Price  Esq"'.  excused 

Robert  T.  Payne  P^sq^  excused 

Samuel  Broom  Esq'.  excused 

Timothy  Newell  Esq', 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

Voted,  that  John  Lucas  Esq^  be  added  to  the  Committee  for 
Examining  the  Assessors  Books,  &  in  the  room  of  Samuel  Broom 
Esq^  who  has  been  excused  from  serving  — 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  late  Town  Treasurer  David  Jeffries 
be  and  hereby  is  required  to  deliver  over  the  Books,  Papers, 
JNIoneys  and  all  other  Matters,  and  Things  appertaining  to  the 
Office  of  Town  Treasurer  unto 

Edward  Payne  Esq^ 
William  Powell  Esq''. 
M^  Hermon  Brimmer 
who  are  hereby  irapowered  to  receive  the  same  and  give  Receipts 
for  such  Monies  and  other   things  [117.]  as  they  may  receive  — 
and  the  said  Committee  are  hereby  directed  to  lodge  the  same  in 
the  Office  of  M'".  Treasurer  Peter  Boyer  taking  his  Receipt  therefor, 
and  lodging  the  said  Receipt  in  the  hands  of  the  Selectmen  — 
The  Selectmen  presided 

The  Hon''''^^.  James  Bowdoin  Esq'',  chosen  one  of  the  Represent- 
atives ;  informs  the  Town,  that  he  declines  accepting  that  trust  as 
by  his  Letter  on  tile 

Voted,  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned    to  to  Morrow  IMoining 
Eleven  O. Clock,  for  the  choice  of  a  Representative  in  the  room  of 
M'.  Bowdoin  who  has  resigned  —  and  the  Selectmen  propose  the 
Poll  to  be  closed  at  P2.  O'C'lock 
M'.  Adams  in  the  Chair 

Voted,  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  Wednesday  next.  10. 
OClock  in  the  Forenoon 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned  — 

The  Selectmen  preside  — 

Saturday  May  IS"'.  11'  O'Clock  Met  according  to  Adjournment 
This  was  the  time  Assigned  for  the  choice  of  one  Representative, 
but  a  Letter  having  been  received  from  the  Hon''''^.  James  Lovell 
Esq',  acquainting  the  Town,  that  he  could  not  accept  the  Choice 
they  had  made  of  him  for  one  of  their  Rei)resentatives  in  the  (xen- 
eral  Court  —  A  Motion  was  made  —  That  the  [118.]  Vote  of 
yesterday  for  coming  to  the  choice  of  one  Representative  in  the 
room  of  M''.  Bowdoin  at  this  Time,  be  reconsidered,  &  that  the 
Town  now  determine  not  to  make  choice  of  any  Other  Persons  as 
Representatives  in  the  room  of  those  who  have  declined  serving 
—  this  Motion  was  withdrawn  and  it  was  then  Moved  and  A^oted, 
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that  this  ]\rc('tinf^  ])e  AdjouniLMl  lo  half  |kisI  12.  O.t'loek.  for  the 
choice  of  two  Re|)r('sentativi'.s  in  tiie  room  of  the  Hon''''.  .Innies 
IJowdoin  Ks(['.  and  the  Hon'''''.  .laiui-s  Lovcl  Ksfi'.  who  havf  re- 
signed — 

Half  past    ]-2.  O'Cloek.    Met  according  to  Adjonninient 

This  l)eing  the  time  Assigned  hy  the  Selectmen  for  the  choice 
of  two  Representatives  in  the  room  of  .AT.  llowdoin  and  M'.  Lovel 
who  have  tleclined  serving  —  'I'he  Inhabitants  were  directed  to 
withdraw,  and  bring  in  their  \'otes  for  two  Representatives  and 
then  it  was  declared  by  the  Stdectmen  tluit  no  \'otes  will  be  re- 
ceived, bnt  snch  as  are  nnfolded,  and  on  one  jiiece  of  Paper  and 
that  snch  of  the  Iidiabitants  as  give  in  their  \'otes  at  the  Door, 
must  then  enter  the  Hall,  and  that  they  propose  the  Poll  to  be 
closed  before  One  O'Cloek  — 

The  Votes  being  brought  in  accordingly  the  Number  of  the 
same  were  found  to  be.  One  hundre(l  i^  fifty  three  and  u\um  sort- 
ing them  it  a[)i)eared.  that  only  one  Person  was  chosen  —  \'iz'. 

£in).]  Samuel  l)arret  Ksq'. 

The  Inhabitants  after  the  ciioice  li:id  been  declared  by  the 
Selectmen  weie  directed  to  withdraw  and  l)ring  in  their  Votes,  for 
one  Representative — and  the  same  decUiration  was  made  by  the 
Selectmen  with  respect  to  receiving  the  \'otes  &e.  as  had  l)eon 
made''i)ri>vious  tfj  the  last  choice  — 

The  Inhabitants  having  withdrawn  and  brought  in  their  N'otes 
Accordingly  the  Number  of  the  Votes  were  found  to  be  Ninety 
live,  but  u[)on  sorting  them  it  appeared,  that,  no  one  Person  A'oted 
for  had  01)tained  a  Majority  of  siiid  \'otes 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded  that  the  A'ote  passed  tlu'  lli'st 
of  this  meeting  for  the  Choice  of  Seven  Persons  to  Rei)resent  the 
Town  in  the  next  Cleneral  Court  be  now  reconsidered.  :ind  that  no 
other  Person  be  chosen  in  addition  to  the  Six  (ientelmen  already 
chosen  After  some  debate  —  the  (Question  was  accordingly  put  — 
Passed  in  the  Negative  — 

Moved  that  this  Meeting  l>e  Adjourned  to  (>.  O'Cloek  in  the 
Evening  for  the  choice  of  one  Representative  — 

And  the  fleeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned  — 

6.  O'clock  Afternoon  ]Met  according  to  Adjournment 

[l*-i<).]  This  being  the  time  Assigned  by  the  Selectmen  for 
the  choice  of  one  Representative  still  wanting  to  com[)leat  the  iudu- 
ber  the  Town  have  Voted  to  send 

The  Inhabitants  were  accordingly  directed  to  withdraw  and 
bring  in  their  Notes  for  one  Representative;  and  then  it  was  de- 
clared by  the  Selectmen  that  no  Votes  will  be  receive  I  but  such  as 
are  nnfolded,  and  on  oin"  piece  of  Paper,  ;ind  thai  snch  of  the 
Inhabitants  as  give  in  their  N'otes  at  the  Door  nuist  enter  the  II:dl 
—  and  that  thev  propose  to  close  the  Poll  at  Seven  O'Cloek  in  the 
K  veiling 

The  Azotes  being  brought  in  accordingly  tlie  number  of  the 
same  were  found  to  be  One  hundred  and  thirty  seven,  and  ujiou 
sorting  them  ic  appearetl  —  that 
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Natliau  Frazier  Es(]['". 
Avas  clioseu 

Wednesda}'  the  2.2*^.  Day  of  May  10.  O'CloL'k  in  the  Forenoon, 
Met  according  to  Adjournment 

M'.  Adams  in  the  Chair 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  a  Commiitee  to  Act  upon  the 
List  of  Jurors 

The  Committee  to  consider  what  Steps  sliall  be  taken  for  set- 
tling with  the  Board  of  "War,  their  demands  on  the  Town  for 
Small  Arms  &c  [131.]  Beg  leave  to  report,  that  having  made 
due  examination  and  en(juirey  with  respect  to  the  Sundrys  charged 
by  the  Board  of  War  to  tiie  Selectmen  they  apprehend  that  the  1". 
Article  amounting  to  £21-9-5  —  was  for  repairs  of  the  State 
Hospital,  though  they  cannot  find  by  whose  order  it  was  delivered 
The  2*^.  Article  delivered  for  use  of  Hospital  Boat  —  amounting 

to      -     -     -     - 

3"^.  Article  —  for  use   of   State  Hospital  b}'  order  of 

Council  dated  rj"'.  Sept^  1777     -     .     ..     . 
4"".  Article  for  use  of  Hospital  Boat  Amo'g  to     - 
5"^.  Article     -     -     -     -     for  State  Hospital  -     - 
(i"'.  Article  for  20  —  Load  for  Town  of  Boston    -     - 
7"".  Article  deliv"^.  J  Scolly  Estf .  by  the  Verbal  order  |  ^r-      -.r. 

of  the  Hon''''*.  Benj^.  Austin  Esq'",  for  Hospital     -  j  ~ 

8"'.  Article  delivered  J  Scolly  Escf.  bv  Order  of  Court  j  „        ^ . , 

dated  Ocf.  12'\  1778  for  the  Sick  at  the  Hospital  )  '-""'-  ^^  "  '* 
1)"'.  Article  —  deliv''.  J  ScoUav  for  Hospital  Boat  bv  ]  ,..,      .,.      ^j 

Order  of  Council  dated  Nov''.  0.  1778  -  -  -  ■_  |  ''-^  -  i-  -  '-j 
10"'.   Article  —  deliv''.   N.    Frazier  Esq',   for  a  Sick  "j 

Negro  at  the  Hospital  by  Order  of  Council  Jan'*'.  ^  14-6 

I'A  1780 ......) 

1 1"'.  Article  deliv'^.  J  Scollay  Esq',  for  Hospital  lioat  ]  „o  _    .^  _  q, 

by  order  of  Council  Jau^.  11).  1780     -----  j  '  ''       -     '^2 

That  the  500  bushells  Corn  charged  as  delivered  W".  Phillips 
Esq"':  the  Overseers  are  to  account  for,  As  also  for  the  200  bushels 
delivered  the  Selectmen  which  by  an  Order  of  Court  Oct'.  12"'.  1778 
was  to  be  considered  as  so  much  paid  towards  defraying  the 
Charges  of  the  State  Poor 

[1^!^.]  The  small  arms  &c  charged  the  Militia  of  the  Town 
of  Boston,  were  received  by  Col".  Proctor  and  by  him  delivered  to 
the  several  Captains  of  his  Regiment,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
those  persons  in  their  respective  Companies  wh(j  were  not  able  to 
Purchase  them 

The  Committee  are  of  Opinion  that  the  final  Adjustment  of 
the  Account  of  it,  Lays  with  the  Selectmen,  and  that  they  should 
be  directed  to  proceed  in  that  Buissiness  as  soon  as  ma}'  be 
And  if  any  difliculty  should  Arise  that  they  take  the  Sence  of 
the  General  Court 

Thomas  Mela  ill  p  Order 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  considered,  the 
(.Question  was  jnit  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  —  Passed 
in  the  Affermative 
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;Movoc1  ^.^-^'()tt(l.  that  (  ol'.  Prootoi-  lie  dirccU'il  to  Culloct  all  the 
Caiti'idges  wliicli  liavf  been  |ilace<l  \)\  liiiii  in  the  hands  ol"  his 
Ollicers  to  l)c  used  when  occasion  i-L'(iiiirc<l  it — the  same  to  lie 
delivered  in  to  the  Selectmen 

Voted,  that  Col".  I'roetei-  he  dii'ectfd  to  Collect  all  the  snndl 
Arms  and  Accontrements  received  from  the  Hoard  of  War,  that 
are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Captains  of  his  Kegiment  —  the  samr 
to  be  retnrned  to  the  Selectmen  and  also  to  en(|uire  what  lia.-^ 
become  of  such  as  shall  not  be  retmned 

[l*-it{.j  The  Committee  Ai)pointed  to  Audit  tiie  Town  Treas- 
nrers  Aceomit  Report  further 

Whereas  the  Town  has  been  pleast'd  to  Aece|)t  the  first  report 
of  said  Committee  iNc  the  He<j,"nlations  therein  proposed  have  I)een 
nnanimonsly  \'oled,  they  |>rupose  that  tliose  reiriihitions  should 
be  |)nblished  for  tlu'  information  of  the  Inhaljitants 

2*^''.  And  in  ordei'  to  compleat  the  jjlan  therein  proposed,  it 
will  be  necessary  I  lie  real  Estate  of  the  Tri'asury  slutidd  be 
assertained  &  every  Article  of  Debts.  iV  Credits,  Adjusted, 
that  the  Treasiu-er  may  know  how  to  i)roceed  in  paying  Off  the 
several  Demands  on  the   Town 

3*^'-^'.  It  is  therefore  proposed  that  the  Committee  Appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  expenditure  of  Moneys  leceived  out  of  the 
Treasnrey,  ^:  the  Demands  of  the  lioard  of  War  for  Anns  ttc  be 
desired  to  I'cport  as  soon  as  possible  and  in  case  it  apjiears  by 
their  report  there  is  Money  due  cither  from  the  Ollicers  of  JNIilitia 
or  an}'  other  I'ersons  for  Arms  &c  received  &  not  returned,  or 
from  those  who  leceived  Money  out  of  the  Treasury,  or  from  any 
other  Person  indel)tt'd  1o  the  Town  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed 
to  demand  the  same  immeiliately 

Tiiat  the  Selectmen  be  dt'sired  to  settle  the  Accounts  exhibited 
by  the  IJoard  of  War  i'<:  report  what  may  l)e  due  After  deducting 
the  Supplys  for  the  Hospital  &  the  Amount  of  the  Arms  belong- 
ing to  the  Inhabitants  wliich  the  State  took  into  their  possession  Ai 
Apply'd  to  the  Use  of  the  Army  Aftei  tlie  Enemy  left  the  Town 

[lti4-.]  That  they  procure  payiueiit  from  the  State  for 
Cloathiug  &c  snpi)ly'd  for  the  n^e  of  the  Arniy  by  order  of  the 
General  Assembly  and  likewise  the  Supplys  to  Soldiers  Eamilys 
—  4"'^'.  The  'I'hat  l\epresentatives  of  tlie  Town  be  A;  lierelty  ai'c 
instructed  to  see  that  the  Town  has  Cre(lit  for  what  may  lie  due 
to  them  on  Account  of  the  l>ounty  for  raising  Men  for  the  Army 
in  1780.  and  also  on  Account  of  Clothing  iV.  any  other  Sui)plies 
Un-  the  Army  &  the  Selectmen  are  desired  to  furnish  them  with 
the  Necessary  documtMits  if  it  has  not  already  been  deducted  out 
of  their  proportion  of  the  State  Tax  —  All  which  is  Submitted  to 
the  Consideration  of  the  Town 

Ei>w.\i:i>   I'avm;  \>  ( )rder 

The  forciioing  IJeport  was  considered  l»y  Taragiaphs,  ami 
accept  I'd 

3Ioved  A;  N'oted.  that  a  Conuuittee  be  api)ointed  to  empiiie  what 
has  become  of  the  Arm>.  which  were  lodged  in  Famiufl  Hall  in 
1771  and  Report  to  the  Te>wn 
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Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid 

Moved  that  tiie  Selectmen  be  directed  to  publish  in  hand  Bills 
the  Regulations  which  the  Town  came  into  the  15"\  Ins^  in  con- 
sequence of  a  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  Audit  [125.] 
the  Town  Treasurers  Accompts  and  to  take  orders  that  the  same 
be  delivered  to  the  several  Freeholders  and  Inhal)itants  of  the 
Town  —  and  the  Question  being  put  —  Passed  in  the  AtHrmative 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  directed  to  call 
upon  Cap'.  John  Simkins  for  an  Adjustment  of  the  Accompts  for 
the  Supplies  of  the  Soldiers  Familys  ;  and  to  receive  any  Moneys 
that  may  be  due  thereon 

V^oted,  that  the  Representatives  of  the  Town  be  and  they  hereby 
are  Instructed  to  see  that  the  Town  have  Credit  for  what  may  be  due 
to  them  on  Account  of  tlie  Bounty  for  raising  Men  for  the  Army 
in  1780  —  and  also  on  Account  of  Clothing  and  any  other  Sup- 
plies for  the  Army  and  the  Selectmen  are  directed  to  furnish  them 
witli  the  necessary  documents,  if  it  has  not  already  been  deducted 
out  of  their  proportion  of  the  State  Tax 

The  Committee  to  whom  by  a  Vote  of  the  Town  on  the  1 7"'. 
Ins':  was  refered  to  the  Consideration  of  the  Demands  of  the 
Collectors  for  their  premeium  on  the  Taxes  by  them  paid  to  the 
Several  Treasurers  —  Report  that  having  considered  with  the  Col 
lectors  on  the  Subject  &  examined  the  resolutions  of  the  Town 
relating  thereto,  they  are  of  Oi)inion  that  the  Collectors  are  entitled 
for  the  year  1777  to  a  premium  of  Seven  &  half  p  Cent  for  the 
Money  they  paid  within  four  Months,  [126]  five  p  Cent  for  what 
they  paid  within  twelve  Months  on  Account  of  the  Tax  for  that 
year,  from  the  time  of  its  l)eing  committed  to  them 

That  for  all  the  Subsiquent  Taxes  in  1778.  1779  &  1780.  they  be 
allowed  five  p  Cent  on  all  payments  tiiey  have  made  within  four 
Months  three  &  f  p  Cent  on  all  payments  made  within  Plight 
Months,  &  tw^o  &  half  p  Cent  on  all  payments  made  w'ithin  twelve 
months  from  the  time  of  their  being  committed  to  them  &  that 
for  the  payments  not  made  witiiin  twelve  Months  they  are  not 
intitled  to  a  preniiuni  —  That  the  several  Collectors  be  directed 
to  exhibit  their  Accounts  conformable  thereto  as  soon  as  may  be 
for  a  Settlement 

John  Coffin  Jones 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  road  and  considered  —  the 
Question  was  put  —  Whether  the  same  shall  he  accepted — Passed 
in  the  Affermative 

The  Selectmen  a  Committee  to  confer  with  the  Collectors  rela- 
tive to  the  Moneys  paid  into  the  Treasury  in  Bills  of  the  Old 
Emission  Money  l)efore  the  year  1781  —  upon  the  Question  in 
said  Report  Viz'.  —  Whether  tliey  ought  not  to  receive  theii-  Pre- 
mium in  said  Money  Reported 

That  in  their  Opinion  the  Collectors  ought  not  to  receive  their 
Premium  in  Bills  of  the  Old  Emission 

[127*]  The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  con- 
sidered—  the  (Question  w-as  put — •Whether  the  same  shall  be 
accepted  passed  in  the  Affermative 
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The  Commit  lee  :i[)|K)iiitcd  to  coiisidor  the  T'.  Paragrapli  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  to  Audit  Towii  Treasurers  Accompts. 
Reported  Verbally  and  in  pari  —  and  Askeil  leave  to  Report  ajraiu 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  directed  to  call 
u|)on  Col".  Proctor  to  account  for  the  Monies  put  into  his  hands 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  two  huudrded  and  Sixtv  four  Men 
in  1780 

\'oti'(l,  that  the  Sum  of  Five  thoii>and  Rounds  in  Silver  A:  (i(»ld 
be  raised  by  a  Tax  upon  the  Rolls  and  Rateable  Estates  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Town  in  order  to  defrey  the  necessary 
Kxpences  of  the  ensuing  Year 

Moved,  that  the  Town  Treasui'cr  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed 
to  Issue  Writs  of  Distress  on  all  the  Collectors  who  are  deficient 
in  paying  in  the  Tax,  called  the  Reef  Tax.  on  or  before  the  1"'. 
Day  of  July  next  —  and  the  (Question  being  put  —  Passed  in  the 
Alfermative 

\'oted,  that  all  Matters  A:  Things  whieh  remain  unlinished  at 
this  Meeting  be  referred  for  consideration,  to  the  next  General 
Town  Meeting  that  shall  be  called 

[l*-iS,]  N'oted.  that  tlu'  Thanks  of  the  Town  be  and  hereby 
are  given  to  the  Hon'''"'.  Samuel  Adains  Esq',  the  jModerator  of 
this  Meeting  for  his  good  services  as  Moderator 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  this  .Meeting  be  dessolved 

And  it  was  accortlinglv  dessolved 


At  a  .Me(>ting  of  the  Freeholdi'rs  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  qualified  and  legally  warned,  in  public 
Town  Meeting  Asseml)led  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Tuesday  the  18"'. 
Day  of  June  Anno  Domini  17-s-i.  ;!.  (). Clock  R:  M: 

VVarrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  read 

Gloved  and  V\)ti'd,  that  a  Moderator  for  this  Meeting  be  chosen 
by  a  Hand  Vote 

l-",/A'kiel  I 'rice  Ks(i'. 
was  chosen  ^loderator  ol'  the  .Meeting  accordingly 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  "To  consider  and  determine 
whether  the  Town  will  choose  Collectors  of  Taxes  in  tlie  room  of 
those  chosen  last  .March  Meeting,  they  not  being  eligible  accord- 
ing to  a  Vote  of  the  Town  [)assed  the  I.")"'.  Day  of  iNIarch  last,  or 
reconsider  said  Vole  "  :  —  was  read,  and  after  debate  had  thereon 
—  It  was  moved,  [I'il).]  thai  the  Question  be  now  put,  \'i/'. 
Whether  the  Town  will  proceed  to  the  choiec*  of  new  Collectors  of 
Taxes,  in  the  room  of  tliosi'  chosen  last  .March  Meeting,  they  not 
having  as  yet  complied  with  the  \"ote  of  the  Town  passed  the 
15"*.  of  March  lasl  in  order  to  tluii'  having  the  new  Tax  Rooks 
committed  to  them 

And  the  (Question  being  accordingly  put  —  Passeil  in  the 
Allirmativt^ 

It  was  then  moved,  and  \'oted.  that  there  shall  be  four  Collec- 
tors of  Taxes  chosen  in  the  room  of  those  Persons  chosen 
Collectors  at  the  .March  ]Meetiug  —  and  the  Question  being  accord- 
ingly put —  Passed  ill    tlu;  .VtTermative 
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It  was  then  ]iioved,  and  Voted,  that  the  choice  of  Collectors  of 
Taxes  be  referred  to  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting 

The  Petition  of  the  Collectors  of  Taxes  praying  "  tliat  they 
may  have  sundry  Abatements  made  them  of  the  Tax  committed  to 
them  to  Collect  of  the  Inhabitants  in  September  1781  "  —  was  — 
read  after  debate  had  thereon  it  was  moved,  That  the  Assessors 
be  permitted  to  set  two  Weeks,  from  this  Day,  for  the  Abatement 
of  such  Taxes  on  the  Tax  N":  11  and  12.  as  they  shall  Judge  to  be 
reasonable  —  and  that  they  be  directed  to  take  a  list  of  the 
Xauies  of  the  Persons  and  their  Taxes,  which  Taxes  could  not  be 
Collected,  by  reason  of  Persons  l)eiug  Absent,  or  other  Necessary 
Causes;  [1^50.]  and  that  they  lay  the  same  before  the  Town  at 
the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting  ;  any  former  Vote  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding 

And  the  (Question  being  accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the  Af- 
fermative 

It  was  moved,  that  tliis  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  to  Morrow 
fortnight  being  the  third  Da}'  of  July  next.  3.  O'Clock  Afternoon  — 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Wednesday  the  third  Day  of  July  Anno  Domini  1782 — 3. 
O'clock  in  the  Afternoon  —  Met  according  to  Adjournment 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Town  now  come  to  the  choice  of 
two  Persons  as  Clerks  of  the  Market  in  the  room  of  two  others 
chosen  into  that  Office  at  the  IMarch  Meeting 

M'.  James  White  w'as  chosen  a  Clerk  of  the  JNIarket  for  the  en- 
suing Year,  in  the  room  of  M''.  Conent  who  is  abroad 

M''.  Samuel  Smith  was  chosen  a  Clerk  of  the  Market  for  the 
Year  ensuing  in  the  room  of  M''.  Frazier  who  has  gone  abroad 

The  Assessors  agreable  to  a  Vote  of  the  Town  passed  the  18"'. 
Day  of  .Tune  last  —  permitting  them  to  set  two  Weeks,  from  that 
Day  [131.]  for  the  Abatement  of  such  Taxes  on  the  Tax  N".  11. 
and  12"'.  as  they  shall  Judge  to  be  reasonable  &c.  laid  before  the 
Inhabitants  a  List  of  the  Names  of  the  Persons  and  Taxes  which 
could  not  be  Collected  on  the  Tax  N'\  11  and  12  —  by  reason  of 
Persons  being  absent  or  other  necessary  Causes 

Moved,  that  the  Town  now  come  to  the  choice  of  four  Collectors 
of  Taxes  Agreeal)le  to  a  Vote  passed  at  the  late  Meeting —  And 
the  (Question  being  accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  four  Collectors  of  Taxes,  and  the  same  being  brought  in 
and  sorted,  &  before  the  Vote  was  declared,  a  Motion  was  made 
that  the  Votes  passed  by  the  Town  the  15"'.  Day  of  March  last 
I'clative  to  Collectors  and  the  Subsequent  Vote  in  consequence 
thereof  which  was  also  passed  by  the  Town  on  the  eighteenth 
Day  of  .June  last  be  novv  reconsidered  —  And  the  Question  being 
accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

M'.  Benjamin  Sumner  Jun"".  one  of  the  Collectors  of  Taxes 
chosen  in  March  last  n|)peared,  and  prayed  the  Town  that  he  may 
be  excused  from  serving  in  that  Office  tlie  present  Year  — •  and  the 
(Question  being  accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

On  -A  Motion  made — Voted,  that  when  this  Meeting  is  Ad- 
journed, it  shall  be  to  Fryday  Next  3.  O'Clock  in  the  Afternoon 
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[l.*?*i.]  On  a  Motion  niado  Voted,  that  tlie  ScloctmcMi  l)i'  and 
lierel)v  are  inipowiTt'd  and  diieeU-d,  t<;  allow  .M'.  Isaac  NN'arrcn  In- 
terest on  the  Money  advanced  by  liiin  for  the  Town  on  fiirnisljin^ 
and  procnring  Sli<)(>s  for  the  Continental  Ainiy  ;  from  the  time  it 
became  due 

Adjourned  to  Fryday  the  .'>  Day  of  .Inly  Instant.  ."..  O'CIock 
afternoon  then  to  meet  in  this  place 

Fryday  the  .'»"',  Day  of  duly.  ;;  ():  Clock  Afternoon,  Met  accord- 
ing to  Adjournment 

On  a  Motion  \'oted.  that  the  Tersons  chosen  Collectors  of  Taxes 
at  the  March  Meeting,  be  called  upon  to  acquaint  the  Town 
whether  they  would  serve  in  that  Ollice  the  Year  ensuing 

Francis  Shaw  Fsq'.  one  of  the  Collectors  apjicari'd.  and  being 
called  upon,  accpiainti'd  the  Town,  that  he  declined  starving  in  that 
Ollice  the  present  Year,  and  [irayed  that  his  resignation  might  be 
accepted  by  the  Town  for  the  reasons  he  had  offered  —  The  (^hies- 
tion  being  accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the  Afferniative 

'SV.  James  Thompson  another  of  the  Collectors  being  present, 
was  called  upon,  when  he  informed  the  Town,  that  hi'  declines 
serving  in  that  Ollice  the  pit>sent  Year,  for  reasons  by  him  offered  ; 
and  prayed  that  his  lefusal  might  be  accepted  by  the  Town 

[133.]  'I'he  (.Question  being  accordingly  i)Ut — Passed  in  the 
Atlirmative 

3P.  .lames  Bayley  the  other  Collector  of  Taxes  appeared,  and 
also  declined  serving  in  that  Ollice  the  present  Year,  —  and  |)rayed 
that  the  Town  would  acce^jt  his  excuse,  for  the  reasons  he  had 
given  ;  and  the  (Question  being  accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the 
Affermative 

The  Conunittee  upon  the  Petition  and  Menioiial  of  ]\P.  Samuel 
Ruggles,  respecting  the  Debt  due  from  M',  lloleyday  a  late  Col- 
lector, having  examined  the  Papers  are  of  Opinion 

That  the  Assessors  be  directed  immediately  to  Abate  the  Taxes 
of  such  Persons  on  said  Iloleydays  List,  as  liave  been  reduced  liy 
means  of  the  War,  and  who  are  still  unable  to  pay,  and  the  Taxes 
of  those  who  have  died,  or  joined  the  Fnt-my  and  left  no  Instate  ; 
provided  they  are  satisfied  that  such  Taxes  were  not  lost  by  the 
negligence  or  undue  leini'ty  of  the  said  Collectors  —  and  that 
Samuel  Kuggles  Esif.  as  Administrator  of  the  Estate  of  said 
Ilolleyday  be  imjjowered  and  enjoined  to  Collect  and  pay,  or  give 
his  Obligation  to  |»ay.  the  then  remaining  balance  into  the  Treas- 
urev  of  this  Town,  within  the  space  of  six  Months  from  the  time 
the  Assessors  shall  determine  the  Abatements  ujjou  which  the 
lionds  of  the  said  Ilollyday  to  be  discharged 

l''.i;i:M./.r,i;   IIanco(  k  p  Order. 

[131-.]  The  foregoing  Keport  having  been  read,  and  consid- 
ered —  the  Question  was  put  \'i/.'.  ^Vhether  the  same  shall  be  ac- 
cepted—  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

On  a  ^lotion  made.  \'oted,  unanimously,  tliat  the  Thanks  of 
the  Town  be  and  hereby  are  given  to  M'.  Christopher  Clark,  for 
his  g(Mierous  Donation  of  n  liell  for  the  use  of  one  ol'  the  jiublick 
Schools  in  this  Town 
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Moved  that  when  this  ^Meeting  is  Adjourned  it  shall  be  to  ^ion- 
day  next  5  OClock.   P:  M: 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Monday  July  8"'  Five  O'Clock  in  tlie  Afternoon  —  Met  accord- 
ing to  Adjournment 

Moved  and  \^oted,  that  the  Town  now  come  to  the  choice  of  four 
Collectors  of  Taxes 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  four  Collectors  of  Taxes  —  and  the  same  having  been 
brought  in  and  sorted,  it  appeared  that 
Mess'' :  Tliomas  Bayley 
Charles  Williams 
Daniel  Parker 
William  Fallass 
[135.]  were  chosen  Collectors  of  Taxes  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Vote  passed  at  a  late  Meeting, 
directing  the  Town  Treasurer  to  commence  a  Suit  against  the  Col- 
lectois  of  Taxes  for  the  Beef  Tax  so  called,  be  reconsidered 

And  the  Question  being  accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the  Atlir- 
mative 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Assessors  in  Apportioning  the  Taxes  on  the  Inhabitants,  what 
proportion  the  Real  Estate  bears  to  the  Personal,  and  how  they 
Estimated  the  Personal  Estate  and  Faculty,  in  order  to  raise  the 
Sum  to  be  Assessed,  having  attended  that  business  —  Report  as 
follows 

That  the  Estimates  made  by  the  Assessors  of  the  value  of  the 
Real  and  Personal  Estate  of  the  Inhabitants,  appears  to  be  nearly 
the  same,  with  the  Estimates,  made  by  the  General  Court,  on 
which  the  Towns  proportion  of  the  State  Tax  was  Assessed 

That  the  Income  of  the  Real  Iilstates  deducting  Repairs  amounts 
to  Upwards  of  Nine  thousand  Pounds,  and  the  Interest  on  the 
Personal  Estate  including  INIoney  on  hand  and  at  Intei'est,  Stock 
in  Trade,  Vessels  and  Income  by  Trade  and  Faculty  at  six  per 
cent  amounts  to  near  twenty  Six  thousand  Pounds  —  from  these  two 
Sums  [li>(>.]  amounting  to  about  thirty  five  Thousand  Pounds, 
they  deduct  the  amount  of  the  Poll  Tax,  and  the  remainder 
is  the  Sum  on  which  the  12"'.  Tax  is  apportioned  on  this  Sum 
the  Assessors  calculate,  how  much  in  the  Pound  will  raise  the 
Sum  to  be  Assessed ;  and  what  it  amounts  to  in  the  Pound  every 
Inhabitant  is  charged  on  the  amount  of  his  perticular  Valuation, 
both  of  Real,  and  Personal  Estate  being  eight  Shillings  and  eight 
Pence  on  the  State  Tax,  and  four  Shillings  on  the  Town  and 
County 

In  the  Tax  now  coming  out  the  Income  of  the  Real  Estate 
amounts  to  ten  thousand  Nine  hundred  and  twenty  Six  pounds, 
and  the  Personal  to  twenty  Thousand  five  hundred  ninety  four, 
and  turns  out  five  shillings,  and  eleven  pence  to  the  State 
Tax,   and   three  Shillings  and  five  Pence  to  the  Town 

]*>ut  the  Assessors  have  no  certain  Rule  b}^  which  they  Estimate 
the  Personal  Estate  of   the    most   part  of  the   Inhabitants  as  not 
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inoro  than  one  IiiiiHlrc*!  and  tucnly  rcrsoiis  have  driven  in  I.i>ts, 
tlif  renuiiiuU'i-  heing  nineteen  parts  ont  (»t  twenty,  tliev  are  nndcr 
a  ueeessity  of  dooming,  according  to  tiie  hest  Information  tliey 
can  obtain,  which  no  doubt  is  often  erroneous,  and  must  occasion 
some  JudivitUuils  to  be  taxed  more  and  less,  tiian  in  .Instice  tliey 
ought  to  I'/uy  ;  this  will  always  lie  tlie  case  while  the  Inhal/itants 
[1J57.]  are  doomed,  anil  your  Connnittee  can  devise  no  remedy, 
unless  the  Inhabitants  in  general  can  be  prevailed  on  to  give  into 
the  Assessors,  true  i/ists  of  all  their  Kateable  j-lstati's 

l-j'WAKh    1\\VNK  [)  Order 
The  foregoing  I\ei)ort  liaving   been,  read   and   considered  —  the 
<^)uestion  was  put —  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  —  Passed 
in  the  Alllrinative 

Moved,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  directed,  in  case  the  late 
Collectors  do  not  i>ay  into  the  Treasury  their  respective  IJallances 
on  or  before  the  eight  Day  of  Octolier  next,  to  put  tiie  Uonds  of 
such  delincjuent  Collectors  in  Suit.  — And  the  <^)ucstion  lieing  ac- 
cordingly put — Passed  in  the  Allirmative 

On  a  ^lotion.  A'oted,  that  all  Matters  and  things  which  remain 
unlinished  at  this  Meeting,  be  referred  over  to  the  next  (ienera! 
Town  Mi'cting  that  sliall  be  calleil 

On  a    ^Motion   Voted,    that    the   Thanks    of    the  Town   be   and 
herebv  are  given  to  i'".zekiel  Price  Es(j'.   for  his  good  services  as 
Moderator  of  this  Meeting- 
Then  the  iMeetiim  was  dessolved 


[lJi<S.]  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Boston  duly  qualified  and  legally  warned  in 
l)ublick  Town  Meeting  Asseivd)led  at  Fanuiel  Hall  the  2")"'  Day  of 
.July,  Aimo  Domini  17«2.  o.  O'Clock.  r:M: 

Warrant  for  calling  the  [Meeting  — re;ul 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  [Meeting,  and  the  same  being  brought 
in  and  sorted  it  ap[)eared  —  that 

Nathan  Fra/ier  Fsq'. 
was  ('hosen  .Aloderator 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  ^'i/.'.  "  To  consider  what  [Measures 
shall  be  tak(!n  to  Anticipate  the  payment  of  the  Continental  Taxes  ; 
and  to  Loan  such  further  Sums  of  [Money  for  a  few  [Months  oidy 
as  their  respective  Circumstances  -will  possibly  admit  of:  and 
such  other  [\Iatters  as  are  earnestly  reconiended,  l)y  tiie  General 
Assembly  in  their  Resolves  of  the  4"'  and  ;")"'  of  duly  Instant"  — 
was  read  together  with  the  said  Resolves,  and  two  Circular  Letters. 
acconii)anying  them  whereupon 

[Moved,  that  a  Committee  of  three  Persons  be  appointi-d  for 
each  Ward  in  the  Town,  to  wait  U[)on  the  Inhabitants  who 
[131).]  are  Taxed,  and  impress  upon  tlieir  Minds,  the  Absolute 
necessity  of  the  immediate  paymi'Ut  of  the  present  Tax.  — 

and  the  (^)ueslion  being  accordingly  put  —  Passetl  in  the 
AtTermative 

Moved  that  a   Committee    of   twelve  Persons   be   aii[>ointed  and 
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that  they  be  directed  to  retire  into  the  Selectiueus  Chamber,  aud 
Report  Three  suitable  Persons  in  each  Ward  for  the  Above  Com- 
mittee —  aud  the  Question  being  put  —  Passed  in  tlie  Affirmative 

—  also 

Ward 

Voted,  that  M''.  John  R.   Sigornev        -------  N".  i 

M'.  John  White^-     -'---- 2 

M'\  Daniel  Parker    ----------     3 

Edward  Proctor  Esq''.    ---------     4 

M''.  John  Larking -     5 

John  Scolhi}'  Escf.    ---------6 

Major  Thomas  jNIelville     --------      7 

M^  Jeremiah  Belkna[) -8 

Edward  Payne  Esq'. 9 

Nath'.  Appleton  p]sq'.  -     - 10 

Thomas  Daws  Esq'.      ---------H 

Hou'^'".   Caleb  Davis  p:sq'.       - 12 

be  a  Committee  for  said  Purpose 

Tlie  Article  in  the  Warrant.  V^iz'.  "  To  consider  the  request  of  a 
Number  of  the  respectable  Inhabitants,  that  some  Measures  may 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  Alarming  Effects  of  a  Combination  of  the 
Bakers,  in  order  to  compel  the  Inhabitants  to  receive  Bread  on 
their  own  Terms"  —  was  read  —  and  after  some  debate  it  was 
moved  [140.]  and  carried  ;  that  all  further  debate  on  this  matter 
subside  for  the  present 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  when  this  Meeting  is  Adjourned,  it 
shall  be  to  this  Day  three  Weeks  in  order  to  receive  the  Report  of 
the  Collectors  of  Taxes 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Report  the  Names  of  three  Persons 
in  each  of  the  twelve  Wards  suitable  to  compose  the  Committee  of 
Thirty  six  to  wait  upon  tlie  Inhabitants  of  their  respective  Wards 
agreeable  to  a  foregoing  Vote  —  Reported  a  List  accordingly  — 
whereupon  the  following  Persons  were  chosen  for  said   Committee 

—  Viz'. 

Cap'.  William  Brown  )  Ward 

Cap*.  Silas  Atkins  [■  N".  1 

Deacon  Jonathan  Brown  ) 

W.  Alexander  Hill 

M^  Thomas  Vernon  J-  2 

Abiel  Ruddock  Esq"". 
M'.  Samuel  Eliot 
M^  Edward  Edes 
Cap'.  John  Ballard 
Erancis  Shaw  Esq''. 

Alexander  Edwards  ^  4 

M''.  Samuel  Parkman 
Jonathan  Williams  Esq''. 
Deacon  AVilliam  Boardmau        ]■  5 

M"^.  Thomas  Hitchburne 
[141.]         John  Coffin  Jones  Esq"". 

William  Greeuleaf  Esq^  }■  N"^.  fi 

M^  Josei)h  Hall 
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Deacon  Tim  ".  Nuwill  \ 

Josepli  Callciider  ■  7 

Sairiiu'l  A.  0(is  Ks(|'.  \ 

Isaac  Smith  Ks(j'.  \ 

John  Codmaii  Seir.  -  8 

DcacDii  .loliii   Simi'ikiiis  ) 

II()ll'''^  William  Phillips  Kxj.   ) 
j\r.  .John  Andrews  -  [) 

yV.  .loseph  Coolidue  ) 

Thomas  Walley  Ksij'.  \ 

Col".  Joseph  Webb  I  10 

]Maj^  John  Heed  ) 

M''.  Joseph  15arrell  \ 

Samuel  Hanett  Ks(|^  '  11 

^i'.  Joseph  KussfU  Juu'.  \ 

Cap'.  Giistavns  Fellows  \ 

John  Lucas  Kst/.  -  12 

.Maj'.  John  .May  \ 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  relative  to  the  Combination  of  the 
Bakers  was  again  n^ad  —  and  after  much  tleltate  and  altercation 
with  the  Ikikers,  it  was  moved,  and  carried,  that  all  further  de- 
bate on  this  Article  totally  subside 

The  Meeting  was  then  Adjourned  to  Thursday  the  15  Day  of 
August  next  8.  (). Clock  iu  the  Afternoon,  then  to  meet  in  this  place 

[14*^.]     Thursday  the  DV'  Day  of  August  Ainio   Domini  1782 

—  •"!.  O'clock  Afternoon  met  according  to  Adjournment 

^r.   Frazier  in   the  Ciiair 

M' .  William  Fallass  one  of  tlu'  Collectors  of  Taxi.'s.  being  in 
the  Meeting,  was  called  upon  to  make  Keport  relative  to  the 
-Monies  he  had  Collected  of  the  Inhabitants  in  his  Ward,  for  the 
late  Continental  Tax 

Reported,  that  he  had  Collected  of  the  .Middling  Peopli!  in  his 
Ward,  aud  paid  into  the  Treasui-y  of  this  Connnonwealth  to  the 
Amount  of  Six  hundred  pounds  lawful  ^Nloney 

Moved  and  \'oted,  that  all  Matters,  and  things  which  remains 
untiuished  at  this  .M(>eting,  be  and  hereby  are  referred  over  to  the 
next  General  Town  .Meeting  then  to  be  Acted  ui)on 

Moved  and  \'oted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town  be  and  hereljy  are 
given  to  Nathan  Frazier  Fscj'.  for  his  good  services  as  ^Moderator 
of  this  Meeting 

Moved,   that  this   Meeting   be  dissolved   and  it  was  accortlingiy 

—  dissolved 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  Other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  ([ualilied  and  legally  warned  in  publick 
Town  Meeting  [14^5,]  Assembled  at  Fanuiel  Hall  the  15"'.  Day 
of  August  .Vnno  Domini  1  7.S2  —  5.  O'Clock  Afternoon 
Warrant  for  calling  the  ^Meeting  read 
Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Town  come  to  a  choice  of  a  Moder- 
ator by  a  Hand  \'ote 

Nathan  Frazier  Fsq^ 
was  cho>en  Moderator  of  this  Meeting 
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M'.  Thomas  Bavley  one  of  the  Collectors  of  Taxes  bchig  iu 
this  Meeting  was  called  upon  to  make  Report  relative  to  the 
Monies  he  had  Collected  of  the  Inhabitants  in  his  Ward,  for  the 
late  Continental  Tax 

Reported  that  he  had  Collected,  and  paid  into  the  Continental 
Treasury  of  said  Tax,  upwards  of  Eight  hundred  Pounds  lawful 
Money 

The  Article  in  the  ^Varrant  Viz'.  "•  To  consider  and  determine 
what  is  proper  to  be  done  relative  to  the  Towns  deficiency  of  men 
for  the  Massachusetts  Line  of  the  Army,  a  Warrant  from  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  having  been  issued  for  the 
Assessors  to  Assess  the  Sum  of  £2370 —  lo  — 4  on  the  deficient 
Class  or  Classes  in  this  Town,  being  the  Average  price  of 
the  cost  of  raising  the  whole  Number  granted  by  this  State" 
was  read  —  whereupon  it  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Com- 
mittee [144.]  appointed  f(jr  raising  this  Towns  proi)ortion  of 
Men  for  the  Continental  Army  be  called  ui)on  to  Report — When 
they  Reported  accordingly 

That  586  Classes  paid  the  Committee  £45  each,  for  which 
Classes  they  had  procured  the  IMen  —  7  Classes  paid  the  Com- 
mittee £45  —  each  for  which  Classes  they  had  not  procured  men 

That  18  Classes  had  i)aid  £525 — 18  —  3  in  part  78  Classes 
the  Committee  have  received  of  in  whole  and  part  — 

3  Classes  have  procured  their  own  Men  4  Classes  have  neither 
paid  the  Money  nor  yet  the  Men  —  I)  Moraton.  W  Sherburn. 
,J.  Russell.  C.  Clark 

85  Men  is  the  Towns  Quota  Memo,  the  Committee  have  on 
hand  about  £770 

M^  Collector  Williams,  being  in  the  Meeting,  was  called  upon 
to  make  Report  relative  to  the  Monies  he  had  Collected  in  his 
Ward  Reported 

That  he  had  Collected  and  paid  into  the  State  Treasurey  Five 
hundred  and  Eighty  Pounds,  and  into  the  Town  Treasurey  — 
Fifty  three  pounds  eight  shillings  and  Six   pence 

The  first  Article  in  the  Warrant  relative  to  the  Towns  deficiency 
of  Men  for  the  INIassachusetts  Line  being  again  taken  up,  it  was 
moved  and 

Voted,  that  a  Couimittee  of  three  Persons  be  appointed  to  take 
up  tliis  Aiticle  [145.]  at  large,  and  Report  what-  they  may  ap- 
prehend will  be  best  for  the  Town  to  do  thereon,  at  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  this  Meeting 

Voted,  that  the  ITmi'^^^  Rob'.  T.  Payne  Esq''. 
William  Story  P'.sq''. 
W.  Thomas  Walley  Esq^ 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Committee  Appointed  to  inlist  this 
Towns  proportion  of  Men  for  the  Massachusetts  Line,  be  desired 
to  continue  their  good  services  untill  the  same  are  Obtained 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'. 

''  To  determine  whether  Gravel  shall  be  taken  from  Fox  Hill  for 
re|)airing  the  Streets  "  —  was  read  —  whereupon 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  have  liberty  to   take  as  much  Gravel 
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from  Fox  Hill,  as  tlioy  may  Jiulge  Necessary  for  the  Repairs  of 
the  Streets  of  this  Town,  any  preceedinjj;  \'otes  to  the  contrary  m.t- 
withstandinu" 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \"\/.' .  '•  'I'o  consider  of  some  way  for 
discharging  what  is  due  to  several  (^f  tiie  Town  NVateii  lor  fonner 
Wages  "  —  was  re:ul  wherenimn 

Voted,  tiiat  the  Town  'I'leasuri'r.  he  directed  to  pay  the  Watcii- 
meu  of  the  Town,  their  l)ack  Wages,  out  of  the  first  Monies  of 
the  Old  Tax  that    slniil  l)e    received  into  the  Treasniv 

[14(>.J  M'.  Daniid  Tarker  one  of  tiie  Collectors  of  Taxes 
l>eing  in  the  ^Meeting  was  called  npon  to  make  Report  relative  to 
the  .Monies  he  had  Collected  in  hi-  Wai'ds  for  the  late  Continental 
Tax 

Reported  that  he  had  Collected  A;  paid  into  the  State  Treasui'ey 
of  said  Tax  n])wards  of  Six  hundred  Tounds 

Moved  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjonrned  to  Monday  next  being 
the  19"'.  of  August  Ins'.  5.  O'Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  then  to 
meet  at  the  Representatives  Chainl)er 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjonrned 

Monday  the  ID"'.  Day  of  August  17Sl>.  :>.  OClock  in  tiie  After- 
noon —  Met  Acconling  to  Adjournment 

Nathan  Frazier  Ks(i'.  in  the  Chair 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the 
first  Article  in  the  Warrant  n-specting  the  deficiency  of  the 
Towns  (piota  of  Men  to  be  raised  &  have  Attended  that  service 
and  now  Report  to  the  Town  that  upon  encpiirey  into  the  Matter 
they  find  that  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  having  been  aranged 
into  8')  Classes  for  the  Purpose  of  procuring  the  <S5  j\Icn 

[147.]  58  of  those  Classes  paid  the  Money  reipiired  of  them 
by  the  Town  to  the  Committee  a|)poiiited  for  hiring  the  ^leii,  and 
they  were   accordingly  hired  Musti-red  and   received 

5  of  the  Classes  procured  the  men  themselves 

7  of  the  Classes  paid  to  the  Committee  their  INIoney  in  due 
season  Viz'.  —  £4."j  —  but  the  Committee  were  not  Able  to  pro- 
cure the   Men 

12  of  the  Classes  paid  part  of  the  t'l'i  —  in  due  scmsoii 

8  of  the  Classes  paid  nothing  nor  procured  their  Men 

85  Classes,  'i'he  Chairmen  of  the  Classes  who  are  wholy  delin- 
quent are 

!\Iess''' :  Dimond  .Morton 

.lose[»h  Russell  Mercli''  : 
Christopher  (  lark 
The  Committee  therefore  beg  leave   to  submit  the  following  pro- 
posals to  the  consideration  of  the  Town —  \'iz'. 

That  the  Committee  for  procuring  Men  be  vested  with  dis- 
cretionary i)ower  and  diin-cted  to  procure  the  deficient  numlter  of 
Men  with  the  greatest  dis[)atch  and  on  the  easiest  terms  they  can 
That  tiie  Assessors  be  directed  forthwith  to  Assess  the  whole 
average  sum  of  the  price  of  hiring  a  3Ian  as  certified  by  the  Treas- 
urer of  this  Commonwealth  and  the  20  p'.  cent  upon  the  deliiupieiit 
Individuals    [148.]  in  the  twelve  Classes   resiiectively,  who  have 
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paid  only  part  of  their  £45  —  the  Money  ah-eady  paid  by  any 
part  of  such  Classes  to  the  Committee  to  be  applied  towards,  hir- 
ing a  Man  for  such  Class,  when  wanted  for  that  purpose 

That  the  Assessors  be  directed  to  Assess  said  whole  Average 
Sum  with  the  20  per  Cent  on  tlie  three  Classes  who  are  wholly 
delinquent;  and  if  either  of  the  three  Classes  who  are  wholy 
deluKjuent  or  any  of  the  twelve  Classes  who  are  delinquent  in 
part,  siiould  procure  their  Men  before  the  Sum  aforesaid  to  be 
Assessed  upon  them  sliall  be  Collected,  that  then  such  Sums  shall 
not  be  Collected,  any  part  that  is  Collected  shall  be  returned  also, 
that  the  Committee  for  procuring  Men  be  directed  for  to  procure 
the  Men  for  the  7  Classes  who  paid  their  whole  £45  —  in  season, 
and  what  prices,  is  paid  therefor  over  and  Above  the  forty  five 
Pounds,  if  any  be  Assessed  hereafter  at  Large  upon  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town,  at  the  next  Tax  that  shall  be  levied 
all  which  is  submitted 

R.  T.  Payne  p.  Order 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read,  and  considered  —  the 
Question  was  put.  Viz*.  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  — 
Passed  in  the  Atlirmative 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  all  Matters  and  things  which  remaine 
unfinished  at  this  Meeting  be  and  hereby  are  referred  [149.]  over 
to  the  next  General  Town  Meeting  that  may  be  called,  then  to 
Act  upon 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town  be  and 
hereby  are  given  unto  Nathan  Frazier  Esq'',  for  his  good  services 
as  Moderator  of  this  Meeting 

Then  the  Meeting  was —  dissolved 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  qualified,  and  legally  warned  in  publick  Town 
Meeting  Assembled  at  Fanieul  Hall  on  Tuesday  the  3''.  Day  of 
September  AD  1 7.S2  —  9  OClock  —  A :  M 

Warrant  for  calling  Meeting — read 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  ])ring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  jModeralor  of  this  Meeting,  and  the  same  being 
brought  in  and  sorted  it  appeared,  that 

The  Hon"*^.  Samuel  Adams  Esq^  was  chosen  Moderator 
unanimously 

On  a  Motion,  the  Pitition  for  calling  a  Town  Meeting — was 
read 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant.  Viz'.  — "Then  and  there  Agreea- 
ble to  the  recpiest  of  a  great  number  of  the  respectable  Inhabitants 
to  take  into  their  serious  consideration,  what  [150.]  Steps  are 
proper  to  be  taken  on  Account  of  the  Alarming  and  distructive 
lengths  to  which  the  ellicit  Trade  with  our  Enemies  is  now  carried 
was  read 

Samuel  Broom  Esq',  having  laid  before  the  Town  several  Let- 
ters from  Cap'.  Collis  M'.  Prentice  &c  and  Other  Papers  relative 
to  a  Number  of  Persons  carrying  on  an  Illicit  Tr;ide  with  the 
Enemy  which  he  had  lately  brought  from  Connecticut  where  they 
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liiul   been   tiikcii — it  was  moved  tli:it  the  sunn-  he  road,  and  tlioy 
were  accordiiio'ly  read  by  tlio  Mcxlci'iitor 

yV.  .loliii  I'loetor  one  of  the  I'l'isons  incnUoiicd  in  said  Li-ttiT, 
Appieliending  his  ('liaiacttT  uiiixlil  I)l'  iiijiiifd  l»v  the  same  ;  beiii"' 
ill  Town  Mcelinii-,  handed  to  the  Moderator  a  l)e|)osition  'I'akeii 
before  a  Majestrate,  i^c  moved  that  tiif  same  mi^ht  l»e  read  —  ami 
it  was  accord iiiiily  read,  A:  then  [jhieed  on  tlie  File  of  Papers 

INIovcd  and  \'oted,  tiiat  a  Committee  l)e  a|)poiiiled  to  wait  upon 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  to  retpiest  that  he  would  lie 
pleased  to  communicate  to  the  Town  sii(;h  Papers  or  informations 
as  he  may  Judge  propi'r  respecting  an  illicit  trade  earrving  on  with 
the  Eueiii}^ 

."Moved,  &  \'oted.  that  tliis  Committee  consist  of  live 
Voted,  that  the  Hon''''.  Robert   V.  I'ayiie  Ks(j'. 
Kzekiid  Price  Ksij'. 
Samuel  P>room  Ks(f. 
[1.">1.]  Isaac  Scars  Kscj'. 

(excused)  Ste|)lieii  Iligginsoii  Ivsij'. 

Charles  riarvis  Ksq^ 
be  a  Committee  for  the  ])iirpose  aforesaid 

The  Article    in  the   Warrant  relative  to  illicit  Trade  witii    the 
Kuemy,  was  again  taken  u[),  and  after  some  del)ate  it  was  moved 
and  Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  now  appointed,  to  take  into  consid- 
eration   what   Steps   are    proper   to    be    taken,  on    Account  of  the 
Alarming  and  distructive  lengths  to  which  the  illicit  trade  with  our 
Enemies    is    now   cariied — and    that    this    Committi'C   consist   of 
seven 
\'oted,  that  the  Hon''' .  Samuel  Adams  l"-s(|\ 
Hon'"''.  .John  Lowell  Escj". 
Charles  Jarvis  Esc]'. 
,  Ste{)hen  Higginson  Esq'. 

W.  Thomas  Wallev 
Hon''''.  Caleb  Davis  Es(l^ 
Isaac  Sears  Esq', 
be  a  Committee   for  tlie   purpose  aforesaid  to  lve[)ort  at   the  Ad- 
journment of  this  Meeting 

The  Committee  ap|)ointed  to  wait  on  (io\eriior  Hancock  — 
Reported  that  having  waited  on  tlie  Governor  agreeable  to  the 
direction  of  the  Town,  His  Excellency  had  delivered  to  them  a 
I)e|)osition  taken  in  Connecticut,  and  an  Original  Paper  of  great 
importance 

The  said  Papers  having  been  laid  before  the  'i'own.  it  was  moved 
that  the  same  be  read  &  they  were  accordingly  read 

[15'-i.]      Moved   &   \%)ted,   that  there   be  an   Addition  of    two 
IV'rstJiis  to  the  Committee  relative  to  an  illicit  trade 
Voted,  that  Rol;ert  T.  Payne  Esq'. 
Samuel  ISroom  Esq'. 
be  added  to  said  Coinmitte'c 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  Adam  liabcock  Es(i'. 
be  added  to  the  aforegoing  Committee 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Inhabitants  at 
large,   that   they  communicate    to    the    Committee    relative  to  an 
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illicit  Trade  such  Ideas  or  Information  as  they  shall  Apprehend 
may  be  useful 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  the  Town  Clerk  furnish  the  Committee 
aforesaid  with  Copies  of  the  Papers,  received  from  the  Governer 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  when  this  Meeting  is  Adjourned,  it  shall 
be  to  Fryday  next.  3.  OClock  Afternoon  then  to  Meet  in  this 
place 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Fryday  the  6  Day  of  September  1782  —  Met  according  to  Ad- 
journment 3.  O. Clock  P.M. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  Steps  are  proper  to 
be  taken  on  the  alarming  and  distructive  Length  to  which  an  illicit 
[153.]  Trade  with  our  Enemies  is  now  carried  on  —  represented 
as  follows 

The  Artful  and  insidious  Cabinet  of  Britain,  sensible  of  the 
Inefficacy  of  their  Fleets  and  Armies  to  enslave  America  and 
hitherto  disappointed  in  their  Expectations  from  Bribery  & 
Corruption,  (Engines,  which  to  their  Astonishment,  have  proved 
of  no  use,  when  Applied  to  the  Free  Sons  of  America,  tho.  in 
common  with  the  most  Successfull  of  all  Means  to  subdue  INIan- 
kind  to  the  Will  of  Tyrants)  have  in  the  excess  of  their  Folly  and 
Lust  of  Domination,  Adopted  the  Absurd  Idea  of  Subjugating 
America,  by  throwing  in  upon  us  a  Flood  of  their  Manufactures 
and  Incouraging  a  Commercial  Intercourse  between  us  and 
them  —  For  this  purpose  their  Admirals  and  Generals  appear 
to  have  Assumed  tlie  Character  of  Custom  House  OfHcers, 
Brokers,  &  such  Other  as  may  be  necessary  to  facilitate  their 
Views.  By  this  Trade  the}'  expect  to  destroy  that  great,  that  mut- 
ual Confidence  so  happily  subsisting  between  us  &  our  Magnanimous 
Allies  ;  to  revive  that  foolish  Predilection  which  We  once  had  for* 
British  Manufactures  and  British  Manners  ;  to  Open  to  themselves 
new  Avenues  and  acquire  fresh  Means  of  instilling  the  Principles 
■of  Toryism  and  sowing  the  Seeds  of  Disaffection  Among  the 
weak  &  unwary ;  to  send  their  Emissaries  into  all  parts  of  the 
Continent  to  forment  Divisions,  create  distrust  as  to  our  Rulers 
and  by  the  Meanest  and  [154:.]  the  vilest  Arts  to  distroy  that 
happy  Union  which  has  hitherto  been,  &  while  it  continues  can- 
not fail  (under  God)  to  be  our  sure  Rock  of  Defence  —  And  Above 
all  to  drain  us  of  our  Money,  the  Sinews  of  War :  havhig  drawn 
from  us  our  Medium  in  this  Wa}',  having  made  their  Arrange- 
ments, posted  their  Pvmissaries,  and  secured  their  Partizens  they 
expect  by  a  violent  run  on  our  National  Credit,  and  to  deprive  us 
of  all  future  Means  of  Defence  Such  are  clearly  their  Views  & 
these  are  the  Mean  Arts  which  haughty,  though  fallen  Britain,  is 
compelled  to  make  use  of.  — To  the  disgrace  of  America,  a  few  of 
her  Sons,  blinded  by  the  Lure,  &  devoid  of  all  Princi[)le,  have 
catched  at  the  Bait ;  and  misled  by  Avarice,  have  taken  the  high 
Road  to  Infamy  and  Ruin 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  sensible  of  these 
Evils,  and  Attentive  to  the  safety  of  their  Constituents,  have  in 
every    Instance    within    their    .Jurisdiction    by    their    Ordinances, 
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endeavoiivcd  to  suppress  sneli  illeyall  C'oimnerce,  'rratlc  and  IhUt- 
coiirse  &  in  other  Instances  ifconniiendcd  to  the  Legislatuies  of 
the  several  States  to  make  etfeetual  I'lovision.  l)y  Laws  for  tliat 
purpose,  and  tailed  on  the  People  to  give  Aiil  in  carrying  snch 
Laws  into  Effect. 

The  Iidial>itants  of  Uoslon  in  'I'owii  Meeting  As>en)bleti, 
deteriniui'd  ever  to  he  watchfnll  of  tlieir  connnon  Rights  and 
[155. J  Liberties,  and  Attentive  to  the  pnblick  Safety  —  sensil)le 
of  the  evil  &  destructive  Tendency  of  such  Trade  ^S:  Intercourse 
—  impressed  with  the  necessaity  of  restraining  it,  —  of  Testifying 
tiieir  Abhorrence  of  such  I>ase  Practices  —  and  giving  all  Possible 
Aid  in  the  Execution  of  the  L:iws,  (.lo  enter  into  the  following 
Resolutions 

Fii'st  that  we  will  exert  ourselves  to  the  Itimost  to  delect  & 
l)ring  to  due  Punisliment  all  those  who  shall  import  ( Joods  from 
Any  Part  of  the  IJritish  Dominions,  and  paiticulnrly  from  anv 
Post  held  by  the  liritish  in  America  ;  or  any  (loods  of  liiitish 
(Irowth  or  Manufacture  thro,  any  Foreign  Ports,  other  than  those 
Allowed  by  Law  ;  oi-  who  may  be  directly  or  indirectly  concerned 
in  sending  Money  to  any  of  those  Posts.  —  or  who  shall  encourage 
or  promote  Any  Kind  of  Intercourse  with  the   Enemy. 

"2''.  That  the  Delacacy  which  some  Peo^jle  Affect  to  fet'l.  as  to  giv- 
ing information,  or  making  a  Complaint  of  those  who  are  engaged 
in  such  \'ile  Pursuits,  is  false  and  Absurd  in  its  nature;  Airising 
from  wrong  Ideas  of  the  Patii  of  Honour;  and  the  Line  of  Duty  — 
That  in  cases  like  this  to  become  Informer,  is  to  be  the  Patiiol, 
and  it  ought  so  to  be  considered  by  all  those  who  reuard  tiie  Pub- 
lick  Weal 

3'"-'',  That  this  Town  will  therefore  not  only  countenance,  i^  sup- 
port all  tiiose  who  may  be  vigilent  and  active  in  detecting  [15(5. J 
Informing,  or  Complaining  of  such  Enemies  to  tiieir  Countr}*  :  but 
will  always  use  them  as  Characters  highly  deserving  Respect  and 
Esteem 

4"^.  That  we  will  on  the  Contrary,  esteem  all  those,  who  apjiear 
to  be  concerned  in  such  infamous  Traflirk.  as  Enemies  to  our 
Freedom  and  Hai)piness  wholly  unlit  to  resiile  among  Freemen  :  >.^ 
we  will  by  withdrawing  all  Intercourse  from  them  &  by  treating 
them,  on  all  Occasions,  with  Disrespects  Indignity,  ecpial  to  their 
Demerit,  convince  them,  that  Ameiicans  cannot  Associate  with 
such    base  Characters. 

.">"'.  That  in  every  Instance  where  ()i)position  may  be  made  to 
{he  execution  of  the  Laws  prohibiting  such  Trade  and  Intei-course 
we  Will  give  all  possible  Aid  lo  the  Executive  P.ranch  of  (Jovern- 
ment  in  carrying  those  Laws  into  Effect 

()"'.  That  our  Rcpresentativi's  in  the  (Jeneral  Court  be  and 
hereby  are  Instructed  to  tu'ge  an  innnediale  and  Attentive  Revision 
<^f  the  Laws  of  this  State,  respecting  Trade  &  Intercourse  with  the 
Enemy,  that  all  Necessary  Alterations  &  Amendments  may  be 
>|)eedily  made 

7"'.  That  tiie  Connnittee  of  Correspondence  Inspection  &  safety 
of  this  Town,  be  and  hereby  are  desired  to  be  particular  watchful 
of  those  who  are  susi)ected  of   being  concerned  in   'I'rade  or  Inter- 
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course  with  the  Enemy  and  to  communicate  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral any  Discoveries  they  may  malve 

8"'.  That  as  any  Individual  has  a  Right  to  Inspect  all  Packages 
of  Goods  that  are  transporting  [157.]  as  well  by  Land  as  Water. 
and  to  seize  all  such  Goods  as  may  appear  to  be  illegally  Imported 
in  either  of  those  Ways  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Inhab- 
itants of  this  Town  individually  to  examine  all  such  packages  as 
they  may  have  reason  to  Suspect  unless  the  Conductor  thereof 
shall  produce  to  them  Certilicates  or  other  Satisfactory  Evedeuce 
that  such  Packages  contain  no  Goods  Subject  to  Seizure 

•J"'.  That  this  Town  do  hereby  recomeud  an  Association  to  be 
immediately  formed  by  such  worthy  Persons  as  shall  Voluntarily 
engage  therein,  vigilantly,  to  guard  against  the  Danger  of  such 
Goods  being  Artfully  run  into  it  under  cover  of  the  Night ;  and 
reposing  great  Confidence  in  the  Zeal  and  Virtue  of  such  Associ- 
ators,  do  rely  upon  the  most  diligent  Watch  being  kept  in  such 
Numbers  as  they  shall  think  Sufficient  to  prevent  this  Atrocious 
Bussiness,  by  the  most  CarefuU  Inspection  and  Examination  of 
all  such  suspected  Persons,  Vessells,  Waggons  &c  as  shall  be  met 
with  in  the  Course  of  their  Duty.  And  the  Selectmen  are  hereby 
instructed  to  give  orders  to  the  Town  Watch  to  patrol  the  Streets, 
and  Wharves,  with  the  special  Intent  of  detecting  this  Illicit 
Trade,  as  well  as  to  preserve  the  Peace  and  Order  of  The  Town 
in  the  Night 

10"^.  That  a  Circular  Letter  be  written  to  our  Brethren  in  the 
other  Towns  in  this  State,  to  be  signed  by  the  Town  Clerk,  in  the 
Name  of  this  Town,  containing  the  foregoing  Resolutions,  being 
the  Measures  which  tiiis  Town  has  Adopted  to  Suppress  this 
Shameful  Traffick  and  to  pra}'  their  Assistance  in  effecting  so 
laudable  a    Purpose 

[158.]  The  Town  having  considered  and  Accepted  the  fore- 
going Resolutions  proceeded  to  the  Consideration  of  a  Circular 
Letter,   also  reported  by  the  Committee,   which  was  Accepted 

The  Town  Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  pro- 
cure such  a  Number  of  Printed  Copies  of  the  aforesaid  Resolu- 
tions and  Letter,  as  they  should  .Judge  Necessary  &  Transmit 
them,  Signed  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Selectmen  or  Committee  of  the 
Several  Towns,  and  Plantations  Accordingly. 

The  Circular  Letter  is  as  follows  Viz'. 

Boston  6"'.  September  i7'S2 
Gentelinen 

Tiie  rapid  and  distructive  Progress  of  an  Illicit  trade  with  the 
I>ritish  in  their  dift'erent  Ports  on  this  Continent  has  filled  the  In- 
habitants of  this  Town  with  the  Most  Alarming  Apprehensions. 
As  it  is  not  Sui'prising  that  a  Cruel  and  Insidious  Enemy  so  Often 
disgraced  by  the  failure  of  their  Other  efforts  to  Accomplish  the 
ruin  of  this  Country  should  have  recourse  to  this  last  expedition 
from  which  they  undoubtedly  expect  the  Most  important  benefits, 
it  is  easy  to  see  Gentelmen,  that  the  continuance  of  this  Pernicious 
Traflict  must  necessarily  involve  the  want  of  a  Sutlicient  Medium 
for  the  Common  purpose  of  Society  —  A  circumstance,  should  it 
unfortunately  hap[)en,  which  must   soon  distroy  the  pecuniary  and 
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in(lis[)('nsa])U"  resources  [l/il).]  of  tlic  ( lovcniicnl,  ami  by  trivinu 
a  (U'ep  wound  to  our  3Iilit:uy  ()[)|)fiali()us  so  Necessary  tor  om 
defence,  endanger  llie  very  lieing  of  tliis  (!oinnion\vealth 

Impressed  witli  tliese  Sentiments  this  Town  lias  thouijlit  propci'. 
at  a  3Ieetin<i"  of  its  Inli:d)itants,  legally  (,'onvened  for  this  ex- 
[)ress  pur|)ose.  to  communicate  the  inch^sed  resolutions,  I'or  your 
Serious  Consideration,  in  the  fidlest  conlidence  of  your  Adopting 
such  iMeasures  as  in  giving  vigor  to  the  Laws  must  uudouhtedlv 
contriliiito  to  the  Total  extirpation  of  such  an  unnatural  coin- 
meice 

As  we  are  sensible  tliat  the  cllicacy  of  the  i)i;st  plan  for  the 
Attainment  of  so  Salutary  An  Object,  must  at  last  depend  on  the 
united  efforts  of  the  Towns  in  this  govermenl  —  We  Trust  in 
such  An  interisting  conjuncture,  that  the  I'atriotick  Ardor  which 
has  so  long  and  uniformly  distinguished  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
State,  will  induce  the  most  Zealous  concurrence  in  these  or  similar 
IMeasures  which  can  have  no  otliei'  ()l)ject  l)ut  the  pul)liclv  good 

On  a  ^Motion  N'oted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  transmit 
the  Circulai'  Letter  when  printed  to  the  Selectmen  of  each  Town 
&  Plantation,  and  in  their  Absence  to  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence  Inspection    and  Safety 

[l(»0.]  \'oted,  that  all  jNIatters  &  tilings  which  remain  un- 
finished at  this  Meeting  be  and  hereby  are  I'cfereil  over  to  the 
next  (ieneral  Town  JNIeeting  that  may   be  callctl 

On  a  ^Motion.  Voted,  that  it  be  reconnnendi'il  to  the  several 
Printers  in  the  Town  to  pul)lisli  the  foregoing  Resolutions,  and 
Circular  Letter  in  their  respective  News  Papers 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town  l)e  and  hereby 
are  given  to  the  Ilon'''*^.  Samuel  Adams  Ks(f.  Moderator  for  his 
good  services  in  the  dispatch  given  to  tiie  business  of  the  Meeting 
Tiicu  the   Mei'tinu  was  dissolved 


At  a   Meeting  of   the   Freeholders  I'iL-   Other   Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  P.oston  duly  qualified  c^  legally  warned  in  publick  Town 
Meeting  Asseml)led   at  Faneiuel  Hall  on   Satinday  the   7"'  Day  of 
Decend)ei'  Anno  Domini  IT'S'i.  10.  OClock  Forenoon 
Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting — read 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  by  the  Selectmen  to  withdraw  tV: 
bring  in  their  \'otes  for  a  Moderator  and  the  same  being  brought 
in  and  sorted,  it  appeared,  that 

The  ITon'"'*'  :   Sanuiel  Adams  Ksfj'. 
was  chosen   unanimously 

[UJI.]      The  Arti<-le  in  the  Warrant  —  Vi/'.  "To  con-ider  of 
some  suitable  Method  of  shewing  the  (iratitiide  and  Pespect  of  the 
Town  to  the  Army  and   Navy  of  his  most  Christian   Majesty,  was 
read.  —  whercu[)on —  It  was  moved  and  N'oted,  that 
The  Hon'".   Samuel  Adams  Esq"^. 
The  Hon"'',  dames  Sullivan  Ks(^^ 

William  Cooper  —  Est/. 
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be  a  Committee  to  prepare  aa  Address  to  His  Excellency  the 
Baron  Viomenil  General  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Forces  of 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  lately  arrived  in  this  Town  pnrsuaut 
to  the  Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  &  to  Report  at  the  Ad- 
journment 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  this  Connnittee  be  directed  to  withdraw, 
and  Report  as  soon  as  may  be 

The  Committee  to  prepare  an  Address  Report  the  following. 
Draught  of  one  which  being  read  and  considered  by  the  Town  — 
tiie  Question  was  put  Whetlier  the  same  shall  be  accepted  — 
i'assed  in  the  Affermative  —  unanimously 

To  his  P^xcelleucy  the  Baron  Viomenil  Greneral  and  Commander 
of  the  Forces  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  in  the  United  States 
of  America 

mr 

The  Freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston 
legally  Assembled  [103.]  in  Faneiul  Hall  congratulate  your  ICx- 
cellency  on  your  safe  Arrival  at  the  Capital  of  this  Common- 
wealth 

It  is  with  particular  Pleasure  that  we  embrace  this  Oppertunity 
of  testefying  the  Singular  Respect  with  which  we  regaj'd  your 
Excellency,  and  the  gallant  Troops  under  your  Command  ;  sent 
•by  his  most  Christian  Majesty  the  illustrious  Ally  of  the  United 
States,  to  their  Succor  and  Crowned  in  this  Service  with  the  most 
brilliant  Success  and  permanent  Honors 

We  Assure  your  Excellency  that  no  part  of  the  United  States, 
can  be  impressed  More  deeply  with  every  Sentiment,  becoming  the 
Most  faithful  Allies,  towards,  the  King  your  Sovereign,  and  the 
Nation  w^hich  he  governs  with  so  much  Glory,  or  can  entertain  a 
higher  Sense  of  the  great  Merits  of  his  Land  &  Naval  Forces  in 
America,  than  the  Inhabitants  of  Boston.  Our  whole  Country 
Attest  the  perfect  Discipline,  the  uncommon  good  Order  and 
Civility  which  these  Forces  iiave  constantly  preserved  ;  a  Circum- 
stance among  man\'  Others  which  while  it  leaves  the  most  agreea- 
ble Impression  on  the  Minds  of  the  Inhabitants  in  every  Quarter, 
and  must  be  extremely  favourable  to  the  publick  Friendship,  can- 
not but  at  the  same  time  hightein  our  Regard  at  their  Departure.  — 
Wherever  these  Forces  may  still  be  employed.  May  Heaven 
defend  their  Persons,  prosper  their  value,  and  add  new  Glories  to 
their  Names  and  to  that  of  their  Nation, 

Your  Excellency  we  are  sure  will  be  [1(>J5.]  pleased,  that 
upon  this  Occasion  we  do  not  forget  to  mention  with  the  Utmost 
Respect  the  Name  of  Count  Roshambeau  your  Predecessor  in  this 
important  Command,  whose  distinguished  Services  in  America  can 
never  be  forgotten,  and  to  whom  also  we  ardently  wish  every 
Felicity. 

May  the  happy  Alliance  with  France  never  be  dissolved  or  im- 
paired in  the  support  of  which  Such  Expences  have  been  incurred 
—  Such  Toils  endured  —  such  invaluable  Lives  exposed  —  Such 
great  Actions  displayed,  and   such    genourious  Blood  Otfered  — 
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And  iiiiiy  llic  recipi-ocul  ]-"ruils  of  it  U)  Ijolli  Nations  Ix-  pcrpctnallv 
angnientcd 

On  a  .Moti(Mi  made  —  Oidcicil,  Tiial  the  I  lonouralilr  .Saniut! 
Adams  Ksci'.  the  Modrralor,  llic  Ilonoiiralilc  .lanics  Sullivan  Ks(|'. 
and  Samuel  Uarrct  Ks(i\  toox'tlicr  with  the  ( ii-nti'lmon  tiic  Seloct- 
meu  be  und  Uerehy  arc  appointed  a  Connnittee  to  wait  upon  liis 
Hxeellency  the  IJaron  \'iomenil  (leneral  and  ('omniander  of  the 
l^'orues  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  witii  this  Atldress —  Then 
tlie 

Meetinii'  was  dissolved 


At  a  ]\rcetino;  of  the  Freeliolders  and  othiM'  Inhabitants  of  tlie 
Town  of  Boston  (bdy  qualilied  and  le<2;ally  warned  in  piibiiek'  Town 
jVIeeting  Assembled  at  Fanenil  Flail  on  \\'e(lnusdav  the  fourtii 
JJ)ay  of  December  Anno  Domini.  MX-2  in.  ( )'('loek  in  tiie  Foi-enooh 

[1(»4.]      The  Warrant  for  calling-  the  .Meeting-  read 

.The  Inhabitants  were  then  dii'eete<l  to  withilraw  and  lirinii;  in 
their  \'otes,for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting,  and  the  same  being 
accordingly  brought  in  and  sorted,  it  it  ajjpi'ared.  that 

Benjamin  Kent  Esq", 
was  chosen  Moderator 

The  Act  intitled  an  Act  •'  for  tiie  more  i-ffeetnal  ()l>servation  of 
the  Lords  Day"  was  read,— also 

The  Article  in  the  Wan-ant  that  the  Iidiabitants  would  agi-ceable 
to  a  late  Act  of  the  Cieneral  Court,  to  choose  twelve  Wardens  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  year  —  was  read  —  and  after  considei- 
able  debate  hatl  thereon  — it  was  Moved 

That  the  consideration  of  the  choice  of  AVardens  be  suspended 
untill  the  (leneral  Town  .Meeting  in  March  next  —  And  the  (^>ues- 
tion  being  accordingly  put — Passed  in  the  .VfTermative 

On  a  Motion,  N'oted,  that  a  Connnittee  be  now  chosen  to  draw 
up  a  Memorial  to  the  Cieneral  Couit.  in  order  to  State  the  Reasons 
why  the  Law  intitled  an  Act  for  the  more  effectual  ()l)servation  of 
the  Lords  Day,  Militates  with  the  Constitution —  [1(55.] 
as  also  with  respect  to  the  iiie\|>edieney  of  said  Act  —  and  to 
report  the  Draught  of  a  .Alemoiial  ;it  tlu'  Adjournment  of  this 
.Meeting  —  also 

A'oted,  that  Col".  Tudor 

1)'.  Charles  Jarvis 
Perez  Mourton  Ks(]^ 
The  Hon''''':   .lames  Sullivan 
Benjamin  Iliteliiiouiu  Esq'. 
l>e  a  Committee  for  the  piu'iiose  aforesaid 

Moved  and  VotecL  that  when  this  Meeting  i>  Ailjourned  it  shall 
be  to  Wednesday  next  being  the  eleventh  Day  of  December  In- 
stant. Ten  O. Clock  in  the  Forenoon 

.\nd  the  Meeting  was  aecordiuLily  Adjourned 

10.  OClock.  Forenoon  December  11'"'.  Met  accoiding  to  Ad- 
journment 

Benjamin     Kent    Ks([  .    the     Moderator    of     the     .Meeting,    not 


278  City  Documext  No.  80. 

Attending,   it  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Town  proceed   to 
the  choice  of  a  Moderator  Pro  Tern",  when 
Samuel  Barret  Esq'. 
w;is  chosen  Moderator  accordingly 

The  Conijnittee  api)ointed  to  present  the  Address  of  tlie  Town 
to  his  Excellency  —  The  Baron  Viomenil  General  and  Commander 
of  the  Forces  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  in  the  United  States 

[KJG.]  Reported  that  they  had  presented  said  Address,  to 
which  the  Baron  had  been  {)leased  to  make  Replj'  —  which  Reply 
being  presented  in  French  and  English,  they  now  laid  before  the 
Town 

The  Reply  in  Flnglisli  was  read  to  the  Town,  and  is  as  follows 
—  Viz'. 

Gentlemen 

It  belonged  to  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  much  more 
than  to  myself  to  receive  those  distinguished  and  flattering  Testi- 
monies which  you  have  been  pleased  to  give  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Troops,  placed  by  the  choice  and  confidence  of  the  King,  in  his 
hands  in  order  to  serve  the  cause  of  your  Liberty  —  11^ is  bj'  per- 
suing the  intentions  of  his  Majesty,  and  the  Orders,  the  particular 
Instructions  and  the  example  of  the  General  which  he  gave  us 
that  we  have  been  able  to  inspire  you  with  these  Sentiments  of  es- 
teem and  Attachment  of  which  you  now  Assure  us  in  expressions 
that  do  us  the  greatest  honor 

All  the  principal  Otlicers  of  this  Army,  are,  as  well  as  myself, 
Gentlemen,  extremely  touched  with  your  Suffrage  in  their  favor ; 
it  in  a  manner  insures  to  them  the  approbation  of  the  King,  and  is 
a  very  flattering  recompence  for  the  care  they  have  taken  to  main- 
tain Discipline  in  the  Regiments  which  they  command  ;  the  other 
Officers  by  whom  they  have  been  perfectly  secured,  will  also  be 
penetrated  with  the  same  sentiments  ;  And  the  whole  Army  [167.] 
see  with  Satisfaction,  how  thoroughly  you  are  perswaded,  that  it 
is  the  perfect  Union  that  has  reigned  between  the  American 
Troops  the  Marine  of  the  King  and  the  French  Corps  under  the 
Orders,  of  the  Count  de  Roehambeaue,  that  France  and  the  United 
States  are  indel)ted  for  that  Success  you  so  kindly  ai)plaud 

Permit  me  also  Gentlemen  to  seize  the  present  moment  for  de- 
claring to  you  our  Admiration  of  the  virtues,  the  talents,  and  the 
accomplishments,  which  so  particularly  distinguish  his  P^xcellency 
General  Washington.  We  all  desire  that  the  homage  of  our  re- 
spects, and  of  our  warm  wishes  lor  his  preservation  and  happiness, 
may  be  agreeable  to  him  as  a  testimou}'  of  the  Satisfaction  we 
have  had  in  serving  under  his  Orders 

I  may  A^enture  to  assure  you  beforehand.  Gentlemen,  that  the 
King  will  very  sensibly  feel  the  good  wishes  which  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Boston  have  so  ardently  made  for  the  glory  of  his 
Reign  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Nation  which  he  governs.  The 
disinterestedness  and  the  wisdcjm  of  the  views,  of  his  iVIajesty  in 
all  that  he  has  done  for  the  support  of  the  Independence  of  Amorica 
do  not  admit  a  doubt  that  the  next  destination  of  this  Ai my  will 
still  contribute  with  etlicacey  to  the  Compleate  establishment  of 
that  Object.     To  whatever-part  of  the  Earth  his  Orders  may  send 
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it,  all  who  eonipose  this  ('or|»s  will  ever  ri'iminlici'  with  f KJS,] 
imich  sensil)ilily.  tlic  phnsiim  wishes  yoii  have  cxprcssctl  I'tniis  uii 
our  depai'tui-e 

The  Assurances  of  your  Allection,  and  llie  expression' of  your 
desires  for  the  Maintainaiice  of  the  AlHance  wliich  his  Majesty 
re<^ards,  as  one  of  those  happy  events  that  has  marked  his  Ki'v^w 
having  not  the  least  Room  to  donitt  of  ihe  duration  of  tliis  Union, 
or  of  the  great  Advantages  that  will  residt  from  it  to  the  two 
Nations  in   all   times  to  come 

For  myself  nothing  (ientelmen  could  Hatter  me  more,  than  the 
{)articiilar  marks  you  have  been  pleased  to  give  nie  of  your 
esteem.  I  beg  you  to  accept,  together  with  all  the  thanks  I 
owe  to  you,  my  most  sincere  ri'spi'cts  and  my  assui'ances,  that 
1  shall  ever  form  the  warmest  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
United  States  in  geni'ral,  and  for  the  ha])piness  of  the  Citizens  of 
li(jston  in  particular 

Moved  and  \'oted.  —  That  the  Town  Cleik  be  (lirecte(t  to  pnl)- 
lish  in  the  News  Papers  at  the  expenco  of  the  Town  —  the  Ad- 
diess  of  the  Inhabitants  to  the  Count  de  Rashambeau  the  (ieneral 
of  the  French  Army,  together  with  the  Reply  made  to  said  Address 
in  both  languages 

Moved  and  \'oted,  that  when  this  Meeting  is  Adjourned  it  shall 
be  to  Wednesday  next.   .").  O.CMock  in  the  Aflm-noon 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  W/.'.  —  "''IV)  consider  what  allow- 
ance shall  be  made  [1  (»!).]  INI'.  Isaac  Warren  for  loss  sustained 
on  Monies  he  received  for  Shoes  supi'lied  the  Town"  —  was  reail 
—  and  after  some  debate  it  was  moved,  that  the  further  consider- 
ation be  referred  to  the  Adjournment  of  this  Mi'cting 

Adjourned  as  by  a  [neceeding  N'ote  to  Wetlnesday  next  being 
the   18"'.  of  l)eceml)er  Ins',   o.  (), Clock  in  the  Afternoon 

Wednesdav  the  18'''.  Day  of  December  ."l.O. Clock  Afternoon  — 
Met  according  to  Adjournment 

Benjamin  Kent  Ksff.  in  the  Chair 

The  Committee  to  draw  u|)  a  Memoiial  to  the  General  Court 
relative  to  the  late  Act  for  the  better  observation  of  the  Lords 
Da}'  being  called   upon   to  Reixjrt 

Col".  Tudor  the  Chairman  of  said  Committee  being  in  the  Meet- 
ing, acquainted  the  'I'own  the  Committee  had  not  as  yet  l)een 
able  to  make  Report  —  and  therefore  they  desired  the  Town  to 
allow  them  a  fuither  time  for  that   purjiose  —  whereupon 

Moved  and  \'ote(l,  that  when  this  Meeting  is  Adjourned,  it 
shall  be  to  Fryday  seven  Night  at  three  O'Clock  in  the  After- 
noon 

Moved  and  Noted,  that  the  Town  Clerk  acquaint  the  Inhabitants 
in  the  News  Pa|)crs  of  the  Atljournment  of  this  Meeting  and  that 
the  Committee  relative  to  the  Lords  Day  Act  are  then  to  Report 

[ITO.]  The  Article  in  the  Warra'nt  \'iz'.  —  ••  To  consider 
what  allowance  shall  be  made  M'.  Isaac  Warren  for  Loss  sustained 
on  Monies  he  received  for  Shoes  he  supplied  the  Town  "  was  read 
^vherenpon  it    was  moved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  Ap|>i>inted 
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to  take   this  Article   into   eonsidenition,  and  to  make  Report  as 
soon  as  may  be 

This  Motion  liaving  been  carried  Ezekiel  Price  Esq'',  was  chosea 
one  of  the  Committee,  but  having  desired  the  Town  to  excuse 
him  he  was  accordingly  excused  —  It  was  then  moved  and  Ob- 
tained tiiat  the  Vote  for  choosing  three  Persons  on  this  Connnittee 
be  reconsidered,  and  that 

The  Gentelmen  the  Selectmen  be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  they  are  desired  to  make  Report  to  the  Town  at  the 
Adjournment 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  —  "  To  consider  whether  any 
Measures  shall  be  taken  relative  to  the  Sweeping  of  Chimnies  "  — 
whereupon  moved  and  Voted,  tliat  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  this  Article  and  Report  to  the  Town  there  Opinion  thereon 
at  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting 

Voted,  that  Samuel  Broom  P2scf . 
Co^'.  William  Tudor 
Cor.  Daws 
Col".  Sears 
D''.   Noj'es 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

[171.]  Then  this  Meeting  was  Adjourned  to  Fryday  the  27"'. 
Day  of  December  Ins'.  3.  O. Clock  in  the  Afternoon 

Wednesday  (Friday)  the  27"\  Day  of  December  3.  O'Clock 
Afternoon  —  Met  According  to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  relative  to  M''.  Warren  Reported ;  when  it  was 
moved,  and  V^oted  that  the  Report  lay  upon  the  Table  for  the 
present 

The  Committee  relative  to  Chimnies  Reported,  wdncli  Report  hav- 
ing been  read  and  considered,  it  was  moved  &  Voted,  that  the 
Report  be  recommitted,  in  order  for  the  Committee  to  draw  up  a 
By  Law  relative  to  the  Matters,  contained  in  said  Report  —  and 
to  lay  the  same  before  the  Town  at  tlie  Adjournment 

The  Committee  i-elative  to  the  Act  for  the  better  Observation  of 
the  Lords  Day  —  Reported  the  Draught  of  a  Memorial  to  the 
(leneral  Court,  which  having  been  read  &  considered  by  the  Town 
in  Paragraphs  — the  (.Question  was  put  Whether  the  same  shall  l)e 
accepted  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

The  Memorial  is  as  follows  —  Viz'.  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts 

To  the  honourable  the  Senate  &  the  honorable  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled  at  Boston  Jan-^. 
1783 

[173.]  The  Freeholders  &  Other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Boston  legally  convened  in  Faneuil  Hall  by  Adjournment  on  the 
27"'.  of  December  17H2.  beg  leave,  humbl}''  to  represent  their 
Solicitude  at  the  Appearance  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  last  Session 
of  the  honourable  Court  "  For  the  more  elTectual  Observation  of 
the  Lords  Day"  —  We  are  by  no  Means  insensible  to  the  Impro- 
priety of  tliose  Disorders  on  the  Sabatli,  the  Prevention  of  which 
is  the  declared  Object  of  the  Law   in   (.Question  ;  As   we  lirmly  l^e- 
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lievo  that  l)iit  Tow  I'eoplr  havu  paid  a  more  bccomcing  &.  rofjular 
Attention  to  a  Day,  wliicli  onr  Policy  tt  Religion  have  both  conse- 
crated to  Rest  it  Devotion,  than  the  Citizens  of  this  Town.  —  We 
fear  however,  that  this  Law,  stiaini'd  beyond  the  Line  of  Exije<li- 
ency,  if  not  of  the  Constitution  (tiie  liarrier  of  onr  Civil  and 
Religions  Liberty)  nnist  th'feat  its  own  l^iirposes;  &  so  far  from 
tlie  IJenelits  expected,  will  be  productive  only  of  those  disordeis, 
which  it  is  intentled  to  prevent 

In  onr  present  ()pi)osition  of  Sentiment  to  that  of  the  honoura- 
ble Court  it  is  a  Source  of  very  pleasing  Rellection  that  the  present 
is  the  only  Instance  where  its  Conuiiands  have  not  met  the  most 
ready  ct  ever  Chearfid  Acquiescence,  Nor  is  it  without  the  ut- 
most Respect  as  well  as  sincere  Attachment  to  the  Constitutional 
Gnardians  of  their  Liberties,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Boston  now 
presume  to  Offer  their  Objections  to  an  Act  in  tlie  Event  of  which 
they  are  deeply  and  essentially  interested. 

[173.]  Having  made  these  Assurances  —  We  presume  they  will 
serve  us  for  an  Apology  (if  an  Apology  can  be  necessary  to  give  a 
Sanction  to  the  Remonstrance  of  Freemen  to  their  (Governors)  in 
laying  before  your  honours  the  Reasons  which  ojjerated  in  our 
blinds,  as  well  on  the  Score  of  Expediency,  as  in  a  constitutional 
Mew,  to  effect  a  Re|ieal  of  tiiis  Obnoxious  Statue —  It  needs  only 
to  be  suggested  to  your  Honours  that  the  dilllculty  of  executing  a 
Law,  is  by  no  Means  a  trivial  Objection  to  its  Existancc,  where 
tlie  Urgency  of  the  Case  does  not  render  it  indispensible.  The 
Confusion  and  Necessities  unavoidably  Attendant  on  a  State  of 
War,  will  never  Admit  of  that  perfect  Re|)ose  which  is  the  Com- 
panion only  of  Peace.  To  i)ut  a  Stop  to  those  Employments 
which  the  Past  tfc  present  Exigences  of  State  have  rendered  indis- 
pensible equally  at  all  times,  would  be  highly  burthensome  to  the 
People  if  not  dangerious  to  the  Safety  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  War  has  introduced  amongst  us  many  Citizens  of  foreign 
States,  tlie  Benefit  of  whose  Friendship  Ot  Assistance.  AVe  have 
largely  experienced ;  &  who  though  denominated  Subjects  of 
Monarchies,  where  will  is  Law  —  have  never  been  controuled  in 
the  Exercise  of  those  first  and  original  Rights  of  Nature,  i)eacea- 
bl}'  walking  in,  and  breathing  a  free  Air ;  Against  these  People 
therefore  Policy  as  well  as  a  Regard  to  our  National  Carrecter  for- 
bids the  Execution  of  this  unnatural  Statute;  And  to  [174.] 
distinguish  those  wdio  are  in  this  Predicament,  fronj  the  Natives 
of  the  State,  will  excite  Complaints  at  least  from  many  Aizainst  a 
Law  which  must  be  partial  in  its  Operation  it  unecpial  in  its 
Effects. — In  Another  \'iew  the  Inexpediency  &  Impolicy  of  the 
Act  is  strikingl}'  obivious  :  The  Ollicers  who  are  appointed  to  ex- 
ecute it,  while  they  are  Nested  with  extraordinary  Powers,  »t  are 
supernumerary  in  their  Nature  will  forever  be  ol»noxious  to  the 
People  at  large.  For  any  Discription  of  Mem  to  be  impowered 
forceably  to  stop  the  Subject,  who  is  quietly  Passing  the  publick 
Streets  it  to  demand  of  him  a  Reason  why  he  occupies  that 
Space,  or  breaths  that  Air  in  preferance  to  any  Other  is  so  humil- 
iating an  Authority  it  so  insulting  an  Interrogatory  as  no  Free- 
man can   submit  to  :    While  the   Warden  shrouding   himself  under 
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the  Sanction  of  the  Statue  &  fancyhig  like  Paul  in  the  time  of  his 
lufidelity  in  persecuting  the  Christians,  he  is  doing  God's  service, 
may  persist  in  the  Insult,  and  a  Breacli  of  the  Peace  will  probably 
ensue. — The  Act  therefore  instead  of  being  a  Securit\'  to  tiie 
peaceful  Devotions  of  the  Religious  will  become  the  Instrument  of 
their  Disturbance. 

The  general  Aversion  to  the  Machinery  of  Wardens  is  height- 
ened, when  it  is  seen  that  the  Civil  Magistrates,  and  the  ordinary 
executive  Officers  are  sufficient  for  the  Preservation  of  the  Peace 
&  good  Order  of  the  Community  six  days  out  of  Seven.  —  And 
the  People  can  see  no  Reason  why  the  same  Magistrates  [175.] 
and  the  same  executive  Officers  should  not  be  considered  as  com- 
petent to  the  same  purpose  on  the  remaining  seventh  Day  :  Unless 
the  Wardens,  though  created  by  civil  Authority  are  in  fact  in- 
tended as  Othcers  of  Religion,  set  up  to  direct  &  controul  in 
Matters  of  Conscience.  —  This  Idea  whether  just  or  not,  will 
forever  keep  alive  a  Prejudice  against  them,  which  may  frequently 
endanger  the  Civil  Peace. 

May  it  please  your  Honours 

In  a  constitutional  View  of  the  Act,  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Town  (Although  they  consider  themselves  as  the  unquestionable 
Judges,  at  least  for  the  Purpose  of  remonstrating,  whether  a 
Statute  made  to  effect  them,  exceeds  the  Line  of  the  Constitution 
or  not)  are  sorry  to  have  Occasion  thus  early  to  oi)pose  their 
Sentements  to  those  of  their  Legislators  upon  so  important  a  Sub- 
ject:  Confident  However  that  no  Legislature  upon  Earth  are  more 
ready  to  here  &  attend  to  the  decent  &  manly  Remonstrances  of 
their  Constituents,  or  any  part  of  ihem,  than  ours.  We  are  Sure 
to  have  the  Matter  candidly  revised  &  discussed  &  judiciously 
determined.  The  Laying  different  Restraints  &  Penalties  in  the 
same  place  ;  the  making  that  Act  a  Crime  for  one  Class  of  Citizens  ; 
which  is  not  so  for  another,  &  the  Annexing  unequal  Punish- 
ments to  the  same  Offence  in  different  parts  of  the  Commonwealth 
(though  generaly  considered  As  strong  Exceptions  to  any  Law 
under  a  free  Goverment)  are  however  [17(>.]  in  this  Instance 
merged  in  the  more  substantial  Objections  to  it 

For  We  humbly  conceive  this  Act  militates  with  the  Spirit  if 
not  the  Letter  of  the  Constitution.  By  that  original  solem  Com- 
pact by  which  the  whole  People  have  covenanted  with  each  Indi= 
vidual  &  each  Individual  with  the  whole  People,  every  natural 
Right  is  Secured  to  the  Citizen  which  is  not  surrendered  in  un- 
e(iuivocal  Terms  —  Liberty  in  its  most  simple  &  Obvious  Sense  ; 
the  Liberty  of  moveing,  from  one  Place  to  another  is  so  far  from 
being  one  of  those  Natural  Rights  which  the  People  of  this  Com- 
monwealth have  surrendered  that  we  esteem  it  one  of  the  dearest 
Gifts  of  God  to  INIan,  &  the  Preservation  of  it  among  the  primary 
Objects  of  the  social  Compact,  the  Legislature  therefore  can 
neither  destroy  or  restrain  it,  but  as  a  necessary  Punishment  for 
the  Commission  of  a  Crime  :  It  must  involve  in  it  the  highest 
Absurdity  to  make  the  simple  Exercise  of  this  Right  a  Crime  in 
itself  for  which  the  Subject  (in  addition  to  the  loss  of  his  En- 
joyment) shall  suffer  an  expensive  &  disgraceful  Punishment. 
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We  beg  leave  in  a  few  Instances  to  C(Jin|)are  or  rather  to  con- 
trast the  Constitution  with  the  Act.  Uy  the  Hill  of  Rights  it  is 
expressly  declared  that  no  Subject  shall  be  lield  to  answer  foranv 
(.'rimes  or  Ol't'euce  untill  the  same  is  fully  i.^  plainly  sulistanliallv  i.'c 
formally  describeil  Agreeable  to  the  Formalities  prescribed'  bv 
Law,  '•  And  that  every  Subject  has  a  Right  [177.]  to  be  secured 
from  all  unreasonaljK'  Searches  t't  Seizures  of  his  I'erson  itc.  by 
the  Statute  the  Warden  is  eni|)owered  to  Answer  for  a  Breach  (>f 
this  Act,  without  any  Formalities  prescribed  liy  the  Laws.  —  By  the 
Bill  of  Rights  it  is  declai-ed  that  no  Subject  shall  lie  compelled  to 
accuse  or  furnish  Eyidence  against  hitusulf  —  The  Act  Subjects 
a  Man  to  Imprisonmi'ut  without  Limitation,  I'nless  he  will  not  only 
furnish  the  Warden  with  l^vidence  of  his  Xanie,  but  accuse  him- 
self of  a  criminal  I\;rsuit  if  he  has  any 

By  the  Bill  of  Rights,  it  is  ex|)ressly  declared  that  the  executive 
shall  not  exercise  the  Legislative  &,  .Judicial  Powers,  or  either  of 
them;  By  the  Act,  the  Warden  is  an  executive  Ollicer.  with  a 
Power  of  imprisoning  or  executing  at  his  Discretion 

A  bare  Recital  of  tiiese  Circumstances  we  presinne  (even  if  the 
Principals  upon  which  the  Act  is  founded  were  otherwise  perfectly 
unacei)tionable)  are  sufficient  to  demonstrate  its  Unconstitution- 
ality in  the  Mode  of  Proceedure  should  it  be  adopted  <Sc  such  a  Power 
given  to  the  Wardens,  most  of  the  offence  delined  in  the  Statute 
would  gp  unpunished 

As  we  conceive  upon  the  fundamental  Principles  of  a  fiee  (Jov- 
erraent,  if  the  Constitution  had  been  altogether  silent  u|)on  tht; 
Subject,  that  the  Necessity  of  lodging  such  Powers  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Wardens  &  Obliging  the  Party  to  be  his  own  Accuser 
[17S.]  to  carry  it  into  Execution,  would  foreyer  remaine  an  un- 
answerable Objection  to  the  Act ;  We  should  hardly  ex[)ect  an 
Argument  of  tliis  kind  in  its  Sui)port,  since  it  appears  so  clearly 
opposed,  both  to  the  Letter  and  the  S[)irit  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  for 
it  would  be  a  very  Singular  Mode  of  Reasoning,  upon  any  other 
Subject,  to  countenance  the  Violation  of  a  Rule  by  giving  Exist- 
ance  to  the  very  Mischief  it  was  calculated  to  Destroy 

It  may  be  conteuded  that  the  Bill  of  Rights  clearly  implies  an 
Authority  in  the  General  Court  to  make  such  an  Act,  l)ecause  they 
are  expressly  impowered  ••  To  provide  for  the  Institution  of  the 
Publick  "  Worship  of  (Jod.  &  for  the  Support  and  ^laintenanee  of 
Publick  •'  Protestant  Teachers  of  Piety  Religion  &  Morality,"  ''and 
to  enjoin  An  Attendance  upon  such  Teachers  at  stated  Times  & 
Seasons,  if  there  be  any  on  whose  Instruction  they  can  conscien- 
tiously and  •'  conveniently"  Attend.  '•  That  the  Legislature  have, 
in  Virtue  of  this  Authority  a  Right  to  confine  the  free  People  of 
this  Connuonwealth  within  the  Walls  of  their  own  Houses  for  one 
whole  Day  in  seven  exce[)t  such  part  of  the  Day  only  as  may  be 
employed  in  the  Publick  Worship  of  God  :  But  we  humbly  con- 
ceive the  Bill  of  Rights  countenances  no  such  Authority.  The 
only  Power  given  to  the  Legislature  by  the  Paragraphs  recited 
was  to  provide  for  the  Institution  of  the  Publick  Worship,  for 
the  Support  and  Maintenance  of  Publick  Teachers  of  Piety 
Religion  .*^-  Moi'ality  i^-  to  enjoin  an  [171).]  Attendance  upon  such 
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Teachers,  without  the  remotest  Reference  to  or  Connection  with 
any  Other  Objects  ;  And  if  the  Legislature  can  from  this  Part  of 
the  Bill  of  Rights  deduce  such  Authority,  why  may  they  not  with 
equal  Propriety,  for  the  same  space  of  Time,  consign  tlie  Subject 
to  the  Stocks  or  the  Pillory,  as  well  as  make  him  a  Prisoner  within 
the  Walls  of  his  own  House.  There  is  certainly  a  Degree  of  igno- 
minious Restraint,  in  either  of  them,  equally  Abhorrent,  to  the 
])ure  Principles  of  Religion,  as  averse  to  every  Idea  of  Civil 
Freedom 

Tliat  Clause  of  the  Statute,  which  imposes  a  Penalty  on  him, 
who  shall  Absent  himself  from  Publick  Worship  for  a  certain  space 
of  Time  (though  the  provision  of  it  seems  to  adopt  part  of  the 
Letter  of  the  o'^.  Article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights)  we  conceive  either 
to  be  Nugatory  &  useless,  or  contrary  to  the  true  meaning  of  the 
very  Clause  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  it  intends  to  comprahend — If 
its  meant  by  this  Clause  of  tiie  Law  that  the  Individual  is  to  be  the 
Sole  Judge  of  his  own  Conscience  we  Ask,  for  what  purpose  is 
the  penalty  Annexed  to  the  Breach  of  it.  for  as  no  other  person 
can  have  the  Right  to  pronounce  him  guilty,  and  as  he  cannot  be 
compelled  to  criminate  himself  his  Guilt  must  remaine  forever 
unproved,  and  the  Law  in  this  view  be  rendered  fruitless  & 
void 

But  if,  as  another  part  of  the  Statute  provides  the  breach  of 
this  Clause  as  well  as  [180.]  others  is  to  be  tried  on  Tssue  at 
Law,  And  the  Individuals  Conscience  is  to  be  squared  by  the 
Rules  of  other  Mens,  we  conceive  it  to  be  unconstitutional ; 
because  as  the  Worship  of  the  Deity,  and  the  Rights  of  Con- 
science in  the  Duties  of  Religion  are  unquestionably  between  God 
and  the  Individual  alone,  they  must  be  ranked  among  those 
unalienable  Rights,  we  cannot  delegate  to  Society,  and  which  are 
so  es[)licitly  secured  to  us  by  the  first  Article  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights  :  nor  does  any  Other  part  of  the  Constitution  justify  a 
contrary  Idea;  for  that  Clause  in  the  S'*.  Article  which  invests  the 
Legislature  with  Authority  to  enjoin  an  Attendance  upon  publick 
worship,  can  Mean  no  more,  than  to  give  them  a  Right  to  recom- 
mend it  to  the  People,  as  essential  to  their  Happiness.  —  We  are 
justified  in  this  Construction,  because  there  is  no  power  given  to 
the  Legislature  by  that  clause,  to  annex  a  penalty  or  Punishment 
to  the  Non  Observence  of  such  Injunctions. 

A  Power  to  enjoin,  without  a  Right  to  enforce  the  Injunction 
cannot  amount  to  more  than  a  Right  to  Recommend : 

And  if  it  had  l)een  intended  they  should  have  the  Power  to 
enforce  their  Injunctions  with  the  Penalties  &c.  wdiy  is  not  the 
Constitution  explicit  on  so  interesting  a  point:  its  Silence,  and 
the  Repugnancy  of  the  Principle  to  every  Idea  of  Freedom,  together 
with  its  consequential  militation  with  other  parts  of  the  Constitu- 
tion—  We  therefore  conclude  [181.]  this  Clause  of  the  Act, 
though  ostensibly  adopting,  in  the  proviso  of  it,  the  Letter  of  a 
Clause  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  is  however  contrary  to  the  real 
Letter  &  Spirit  of  the  whole  Constitution. 

But  to  bury  all  the  Objections  to  this  Act  in  one  uncertain 
priiici[)al  it  is  urged.  That  the  General  Court  must  have  a  Right  to 
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enact  such  Laws  as  liavc  a  teiulency  lo  pi-oiuote  tlic  (u'licral 
(iood. — Tlial  tlie  |)i-ost"iit  Act  liavii)<2;  that  (iood  for  its  sole 
OI)ject,  cau  be  Objecteil  to  only  on  Account  of  its  inexpediency  ; 
and  hence  it  is  infered,  that  though  liii!  [)eoplc  at  huge  may  have  a 
Right  to  Judge  in  Case  of  a  direct  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
yet  when  the  Question  is  merely  to,  the  inexpediency  of  an  Act, 
the  General  Court  alone  must  Ite  Judges  in  tlie  last  Resort 

This  is  an  Ai'gnment,  whicli  has  seldom  failed  of  Success  in 
de|)riviug  a  free  l'eoi)le  of  their  Liberties  ;  but  this  like  the  Others, 
when  l)rought  to  the  Test  or  Original  principles  ifc  the  Constitution 
will  be  found  false  ifc  inconclusive 

"  Though  it  always  has  been  dillicult,  if  n(\)t  imi)ossible  to  tle- 
termine  upon  the  very  nice  I^ine,  between  the  Constitutional 
Authority  for  the  supreme  Legislative  and  the  unalienated  ivights 
of  the  People.  We  sup[)ose  there  are  Cases,  among  which  the 
present  may  be  safely  Ranked,  ^18*5.]  in  which  the  extreme 
Inexpediency  of  the  Measui'es  nuist  render  it  perfectly  uuconstitu- 
lional ;  since  to  allowthe  Legislature;  a  Right  of  enacting  such 
Laws  as  from  tlunr  extreme  Inexpediency  must  i)roduce  the  Most 
dangerous  Convulsions  in  the  State,  would  be  to  grant  them  a 
power  of  defeating  the  very  Knd  of  the  Social  Compact,  AVHien- 
ever  then  the  Legislature  Shall  assume  the  Right  of  making  such 
Laws,  we  think  ourselves  Authorized  by  the  Spirit  of  the  free 
Constitution  We  live  under,  to  declare  our  Sentiments — We  there- 
fore pray  your  Honours  that  a  Statute,  so  Ajiparently  inexpedient 
&  unequal  »&  as  we  apprehend  repugnant  to  those  civil  &  religious 
Liberties,  secured  to  us  by  the  Declaration  of  Rights  may  be 
forthwith  repealed  and  another  be  Adopted  more  congenial  to  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Spirit  and  Sentiments  of  free 
Citizens 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  a  Conunittee  be  appointed  to  present 
the  foregoing  Memorial  to  the  Cieueral  Court,  and  that  this  Com- 
mittee consist  of  ten  Persons 

Voted,  that  Charles  Jarvis  Esq'. 

Perez  Morton  Es(i\ 

Leonard  Jarvis  Ksif. 

lienjamin  Ilitclibourn  Km[\ 

William  Tudor  Ks(i'. 

Samuel  l>rick  Ks(i'. 
[183.]  John  Lucas  Esq'. 

]\P.  James  Jarvis 

Isaac  Sears  Esq'. 

.Jose|)li  Barrel  Esij'. 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  the  (;entelmcn  who  Represent  this 
Town  in  the  (rcneral  Court  be  and  hereby  are  Instructed,  to  sup- 
port the  foregoing  Memorial  in  the  (General  Court 

Voted,  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  'i'hurstlay  next.  S. 
O. Clock  Afternoon 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordinglv  Adjourned 
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Thursday  the  second  Day  of  January  1783.  3.  O'Clock  After- 
noon—  Met  according  to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  '•  what  allowance  shall 
he  made  M''.  Isaac  Warren,  for  loss  sustained  on  Monies  he  re- 
ceived for  Shoes  Supplied  the  Town  beg  leave  to  Report 

That  it  appears  to  the  Selectmen  that  the  said  Warrens  loss  on 
receiving  two  hundred  and  forty  two  Pounds  in  Certificates, 
instead  of  Specie  Amounts  to  the  Sum  of  Twenty  four  Pounds 
four  Shillings — They  therefore  recommend  to  the  Town  that  he 
may  have  a  Draught  from  the  Selectmen  on  the  Town  Treasurer 
for  said  Sum  of  twenty  four  pounds  four  Shilling's 

John  Scollay  Chairman  |)  Order 

[184.]  The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  con- 
sidered —  the  Question  was  put  —  Whether  the  same  shall  be 
Accepted  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

The  Clause  in  the  Warrant  Viz*.  To  consider  what  shall  be 
allowed  the  Town  School  Masters  for  their  services  from  the  first 
of  September  last"  —  was  read  and  considered,  whereupon 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  Pounds  be  allowed  and 
paid  unto  M''.  Samuel  Hunt  for  his  Salary  as  Master  of  the 
South  Grammer  School  for  six  Months  commencing  from  the 
first  September  last,  the  same  to  be  paid  him  Quarterly  as  it  shall 
become  due 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  Pounds  be  allowed  and 
paid  unto  M''.  Nathan  Davis  for  his  Salary  as  Master  of  the 
North  Grannner  School  for  six  Months  commencing  from  the 
first  of  September  last,  the  saine  to  be  paid  him  Quarterly  as  it 
shall  become  due 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Ninety  five  pounds  be  allowed  and  paid 
unto  M''.  James  Carter — for  his  Salary  as  Master  of  the 
Writing  School  in  Queen  Street  for  Six  Months  connuencing  from 
the  1':  of  September  last  the  same  to  be  paid  him  Quarterly  as  it 
shall  become  due 

[185.]  Voted,  the  Sum  of  Ninety  five  pounds  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  M'.  John  Tileston  for  his  Salary  as  Master  of  the 
North  Writing  School  for  six  Months  commencing  from  the  VK  of 
September  last,  the  same  to  be  paid  him  Quarterly  as  it  shall 
become  due 

Voted,  that  the  sum  of  Ninety  five  pounds  be  allowed  and  i)aid 
unto  M^  John  Vinal  for  his  Salar}'  as  Master  of  the  Writing 
School  for  six  Months  commencing  from  P.  of  September  last, 
the  same  be  paid  him  Quarterly  as  it  shall  become  due 

Voted,  the  sum  of  Fifty  pounds  be  allowed  and  paid  unto 
M\  [Sanuiel  Payson?]  for  his  Salary  as  Usher  of  the  South  Gram- 
mer School  for  six  jMonths  commencing  from  the  V.  of  September 
last,  the  same  to  be   paid  him   Quarterly  as  it  shall   l)ecome   due 

Voted,  that  Mr.  Jolin  Tileston  Master  of  the  North  Writing 
School  be  allowed  Twenty  Pounds  for  six  Months  House  Rent  the 
Same  to  be  paid  him  (Quarterly  as  it  shall  become  due  &  to  com- 
mence from  the  P'.  of  September  last. 

Voted,  that  M'.  Nathan  Davis  Master  of  the  North  Grammar 
School   be  allowed  and  paid  for  Six  Months  House   rent  Twenty 
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pounds  the  same  to  lie  p;ii  1  him  (^iiaitt'ily  as  it  shall  become  due 
&  to  eomuience  from  the  1'.  of  September  last 

[1S(>.]  \'oled,  that  M'.  .lohu  \inal  ^Master  of  the  Writing 
School  in  the  Common  he  allowed  and  [)aid  for  six  Months  House 
rent  the  sum  of  Twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  him  Quarterly  as  it 
shall  become  due  &  to  commence  from  the  1'.  of  September  last 

It  was  moved  &  Voted,  that  the  IJeport  of  a  Committee  some 
time  past  relative  to  David  Jeffries  Ks(f.  which  has  been  accepted 
be  now  reconsidered  —  also 

Voted,  that  the  Above  Re|)ort  be  recomitted.  and  that  said  Com- 
mittee be  desired  to  take  into  consideration  and  Report  as  soon  as 
may  lie  what  they  shall  Judge  should  be  allowed  the  late  Treasurer 
Jeffries  for  all  his  services  to  the  present  time  —  sent 

INIoved  and  secomled  that  a  List  of  the  Persons,  and  their 
Taxes  which  have  not  been  Collected  l)y  the  several  Collectors  be 
recommitted  to  the  Assessors,  and  that  they  be  and  hereby  are 
impowered  to  make  such  Abatements  thereof  as  they  shall  Judge 
it  was  not  then,  neither  is  now  in  the  powei-  of  the  said  Collectors 
to  receive 

And  the  (Question  being  accordingly  put —  Passed  in  the  Affer- 
mative 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday  next  Three  O'Clock  Afternoon 

[187.]  Wednesday  the  8"'.  Day  of  January  17.s:i  Three 
O'clock  Afternoon — met  according  to  Adjournment 

Benjamin  Kent  Es(j'.  in  the  Chair 

Moved  ifc  Voted,  that  K/.ekiel  Price  Ksq'.  be  excused  from  serv- 
ing on  the  Committee  to  whom  is  referred  the  consideration  of  what 
may  l)e  due  to  the  late  Town  Treasurer  for  all  his  services  to  the 
present  time 

V^oted,  that  Nath'.  Appleton  Ksq'. 
Ivhvard  Payne  Esq". 
be  addetl  to  the  foregoing  Committee   who  are   to  make   Re|)ort  to 
the  Town  as  soon  as  may  be 

"  The  Article  in  the  Warrant  V^iz'.  To  consider  and  determin 
What  shall  be  allowed  the  Assessors  for  their  services  in  that 
Office  "  —  was  read  —  whereupon  it  was  moved  and  Seconded,  that 
the  Town  now  determin  what  the  Assessors  shall  be  allowed  for 
their  services  p  Day — And  the  (Question  i)eing  put  —  Passed  in 
the  Negative 

Moved  and  V^)ted,  that  when  this  Meeting  is  Adjouni(;d.  it 
shall  be  to  Monday  next  being  the  thirteenth  Day  of  January  at 
;5.  O. Clock  in  the  Afternoon 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned. 


[ISS.]  Monday  the  lo"'.  Day  of  January  17s;;  ;;  0.(  lock 
Afternoon  —  Met  according  to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  relative  to  Chimnies  laid  before  the  Town  their 
Rei)ort  which  being  read  and  considered  paragrai)h  iiy  paragraph 
was  amended  in  Meeting  and  Accepted  by  the  Town  and  is  as 
follows  \'iz'. 
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That  the  Geutehnen  the  Selectmen  be  desired  to  Advertise  for 
some  suitable  person  to  undertake  the  Sweeping  of  Chinmies  who 
shall  have  an  exclusive  right  on  condition,  that  lie  contract  with 
them  in  behalf  of  the  Town,  in  sucli  a  INIanner  as  to  Answer  the 
purpose  intended.  Whos  title  shall  be  known  by  the  Name  of  a 
Comptroller.  And  as  the  following  outlines  of  a  plan  and  Estimate 
may  be  serviciable  in  shewing  tiie  i^'opriety  of  the  Measure  ;  it  is 
Ottered  for  consideration.  Supposing  1800  Dwelling  Houses  and 
3  funnells  to  a  House  the  Number  is  5400  and  if  necessary  to  be 
swept  THREE  times  in  a  year  they  will  be  equal  to  16200  Funnells 
and  at  tlie  price  Chimnies  are  now  swept  Viz'.  8/G  one  with  an- 
other will  amount  to  £2835.  And  it  is  presumed  they  may  be 
swept  for  €810  which  is  only  one  shilling  p  Chimney,  and  a  sav- 
ing made  of  more  th-au  £2000  |)  Annum  if  some  such  plan  as  the 
following  be  Adoi)ted  Viz*.  One  Master  not  to  exceed  —  £200 
p  Annum  [189.]   at  the  discretion  of  the  Selectmen 

fi  Sweepers (rt)£100— GOO 

Brooms  &  Scrapers  ---------     lu--      £810 

each  Sweeper  to  have  two  Wards,  or  what  is  equal  in  funniels  to 
one  sixth  part  of  the  whole  (to  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
Master)  which  will  give  him  9  funnels  p  Da\'  &  300  Working 
Days  in  the  year  will  compleat  his  2700  or  6"'.  part.  Six  Sweepers 
upon  this  Estimate,  will  sweep  the  16200  funnells  or  the  1800 
Houses  3  funnell  each  3  Times  in  a  year. — The  Master  may 
easily  have  the  Dwelling  Houses  from  the  Assessors  Books  which 
will  reailily  give  him  the  funnells  commonly  in  use.  And  as  some 
Chimnies  may  require  sweeping  Oftener  and  others  not,  it  is  sup- 
posed that  tlie  Estimate  is  full  high,  but  the  experience  of  one  year 
will  make  it  more  certain.  It  is  not  doubted,  but  an  Act  of  Gov- 
erment  may  be  obtained  (if  their  is  not  one  already  sutlicient  for 
the  purpose)  to  empower  the  Town,  if  Agreeable  to  them  ;  to 
Oblidge  the  Inliabitants  under  a  penalty  to  sweep  their  Chimnies 
at  least  three  times  in  the  year  ;  And  no  reasonable  person  can 
have  a  just  Cause  of  Complaint,  when  the  Sum  to  be  paid  will  l)e 
so  much  less  and  the  Advantages  arising  so  great  from  some  such 
Regulations  as  the  Above. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Report,  the  Draught  of  a  By  Law 
relative  to  the  regular  sweeping  the  Chimnies  of  this  Town  Re- 
ported [too.]  a  By  Law  accordingly,  which  was  considered  by 
Paragrafs  &  comented,  &  the  (Question  being  put  weather  the 
same  shall  be  Accepted  as  a  By  Law  of  the  Town,  Passed  in  the 
Affermalive  and  is  as  follows  viz'. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed  that  every  Person  occupying 
any  House  or  Tenement  within  the  Town,  of  Boston  shall  cause 
such  Chimne}^  of  such  House  or  Tenement,  wherein  a  Fire  is 
usually  kept,  to  be  sweept  three  times  at  least,  every  year,  if  it 
Appears  in  (the  Judgement  of  the  Inspecter  to  be  necessary.) 
And  the  Occupier  of  every  Such  House  or  Tenement  shall  forfeit 
&  pay  the  Sum  of  ten  shillings  for  each  &  every  Chimney  which 
shall  not  be  Sweept  as  Above  directed 

And  it  is  further  ordered  that  each  and  every  Inhabitant  whose 
Chimnies  shall  be  swept  in  the  Manner  before  ordered,  shall  pay 
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to  the  C'himm'Y  Comptroller,   nl   iV   at'ter  the   Kates   foUowinu,   if 

swept  by  said  ComptroUei-  oi-  liy  his  diietaioiis 

\'iz'.  For  each  Funnel  of  live  Stories  high  one  shill-.  tfc  (W. 

Foi  each  Funnel  of  four  Stories  hi<«;h  one  shill«  &,  VK 

For  each  Funnel  of  three  Stories  high  one  shill«.  i!t  2''. 

For  all  other  Chiinnies  —  One  shillliKj 

The  said  Comptroller  to  be  Accountable  to  the  Selectmen  for  all 
.Monies  so  paid  to  him  c^  that  said  Com[)tr()ller  shall  give  Bond  to 
[11)1.]  the  Town  Treasm-er  for  the  paymenl  of  such  Monies  tfc 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  Othce  And  in  Case  anv  Person 
shall  be  unable  to  pay  the  sum  directed  to  be  paid  for  swee[)ing  his 
or  her  Chimneys  as  aforesaid,  such  Comptroller  shall  report  the 
Name  of  such  Person  to  the  Selectmen,  who  u|)on  proper  Imjuirv, 
may  at  their  Discretion,  charge  the  same  on  the  Fund  arising  from 
the  general  Assess4nent  aforesaid 

But  for  the  more  exact  C)i)servation  of  the  P)y  Laws  relating  to 
Chimneys,  It  is  hereby  \'oted  and  Ordered,  Tiiat  it  shall  be  the 
Duty  of  the  (Comptroller,  carefully  to  ins[)eet  all  the  Chimnies  in 
said  Town,  where  iires  are  usuallay  kei)t,  i.V  See  that  they  are  faith- 
fully swept,  and  if  any  Chimney  shall  take  lire  in  three  Weeks 
After  they  have  been  swept  by  him  or  his  Assistance,  he  shall  be 
Subjected  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  Twenty  shillings  for  each 
Chinmey  nor  less  then  ten  shillings 

The  beforegoiug  P>y  J>aw  not  to  take  tM'fect  untill  a  Compti-oller 
and  Sweepers  are  appointed 

The  Article  iu  the  AN'arrant.    \'i/,', 

"  To  Consider  and  determine  what  shall  '•  lie  allowed  the  Assess- 
ors for  their  services  in  that  "  Oflice,"  was  again  I'ead,  wheie- 
upon  \'oted ;  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  \o  allow  [ll)*i.] 
the  Assessors  for  their  })ast  services  at  the  Pate  of  Nine  Shillings 
p  Day 

\'oted,  that  all  Matters  and  things  which  remain  unlini>he(l  at 
this  Meeting  be  and  herein'  are  referred  over  to  the  Next  (ieneral 
Town  JMc^eting  that  may  be  called. 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town,  be  and  hereby 
are  given  to  Benjamin  Kent  Fsci''.  —  Moderator,  for  his  good 
Services  in  the  Despatch  given  to  the  P»usiness  (jf  the  Meeting 

Then  the  JMeetinu'  was  dissolved. 


.At  a  ^Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  (lualiiied  anil  legally  wai'iied  in  publick 
Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Faueuil  Hall  on  Monday  the  .'(tli 
Day  of  March  Anno  Domini   17^3 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read 

The  Hon'"''',  dames  Otis  Esq^ 
was  chosen    Moderator  of  this  INIeeting  and  took  his  Seat  accoid- 
ingly 

The  Committee  api)ointe(l  by  the  Town  the  .")"'  of  3Iareh  last  to 
apply  to  a  (Teutleman  to  deliver  an  Oration  on  the  o"'  of  March 
[11)3.]  Instant  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  tlu"  horred 
Massacre  perpetrated  on  the  evening  of  the  tifth  of  Mai-ch  ITTn  by 
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a  Party  of  Soldiers  :   under  the  Command  of  Cap'.   Tliomas  Pres- 
ton of  the  29"\  Regiment 

Reported 

Tliat  having  met  several  times  for  the  pur[)ose  mentioned  in  the 
Town  \'ote,  they  have  nnanimously  made  choice  of  D".  Thomas 
AVelch  to  deliver  an  Oration  on  tlie  fifth  of  Marcli  Instant,  who 
had  accordingly  Accepted  of  that  Service 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  —  the  same  was  accepted 
by  the  Town 

P[)ou  a  Motion  the  Town  took  into  consideration,  what  would 
be  the  best  time  to  have  the  Oration  pronounced,  as  also,  what 
place  would  be  most  suitable  for  the  purpose  —  whereupon 

Voted,  that  the  Oration  be  delivered  at  the  Old  Brick  Meeting 
House,  the  Hall  not  being  capacious  enough  to  receive  the  Inhabi- 
tants, that  Attended  upon  the  occasion  also 
Voted,  that  CoF.  Hancock 
Cap'.  Parkmau 
I\P.  Moses  Grant 
be  a  Cpmmittee  to  wait  upon  Doct^  Thomas  Welsh  and  acquaint 
him,  that  it  is  the  desire    [194.]   of  the  Town,  that  the  Oration 
may  be  delivered   at  the  Old    Brick  Meeting  House  at  half  past 
12.  O'clock  this  day  ;  as  also  to  ask  leave  of  the  Committee  of 
said  Church,  for  the  use  of  that  Building 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed,  to  order 
the  several  bells  in  this  Town  to  be  tolled  from  one  Quarter  of 
an  Hour  after  Nine  O'Clock  this  Evening  untill  10.  O:  Clock 

Adjourned  to  the  Old  Brick  Meeting  House  i  past  12.  O'Clock 
according  to  Adjournment 

The  Town  Met  at  the  Old  Brick  Meeting  House  ^  past  12  O. 
Clock  according  to  Adjournment 

The  Committee  api)ointed  to  wait  on  I)''.  Thomas  Welch,  to  ac- 
quaint him  with  the  Vote   of  the   Town,   respecting  the  time   and 
Place  for  the  delivery  of  the  Oration 
Reported, 

That  said  Gentleman  was  ready  to  comply  with  the  Order  of 
the  Town 

An  Oration  to  connuemorate  the  horred  Massacre  of  tlie  5"'.  of 
March  1770  and  to  impress  upon  the  Minds  of  the  Citizens  the 
ruinous  tendency  of  standing  Armies  being  placed  in  Free  and 
Populous  Cities  &c  was  delivered  by  D^  Thomas  Welch  [195.]  to 
a  large  and  crouded  Assembly,  and  received  by  them  with  great 
Api)lause 

On  a  Motion  made  Voted  that 

The  Hon'''''.  .Tames  Otis  Esq''.    Moderator 
John  ScoUay  Esq"". 
Ezekiel  Price  Esq*^. 
I)'.  Cooper 
Tuttle  Hubl)ard  Esq''. 
Nathaniel  Appleton  Es(i"'. 
M''.  Elias  Sigorney 
be  and   hereby  are   ai)pointed    a  (Committee  to  wait  upon   Doct^ 
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Thomas  Welsh,  ami  in  the  Xainc  of  the  Town  to  thank  him  for 
tiie  Spirited  and  elegant  Oration  delivered  by  liim  at  their  reqnest . 
in  commemoration  of  the  liorred  Massacre  perpetrated  on  the 
livening  of  the  lifth  of  Maivh  1770.  by  m  I'arty  of  Soldiers  of  the 
2!)"'.  Regiment  under  the  Connnand  of  Cap'.  Thomas  Preston,  and 
to  recpiest  of  him  a  Copy  thereof   for  tlie  Tress 

A  I'etition  of  dolm  (Jreen  one  of  the  Persons  wouudi'd  on  the 
ICvening  of  the  '>"'.  of  March  1770  also  the  re(inest  of  .M'.  Patter- 
son who  lost  the  use  of  one  of  his  Arms  <>\i  tiiat,  memorable 
Nigiit  —  was   read  —  and   considered 

A  Collection  was  made  for  the   afoi-enauied   I'eisons  amounting 

to  the  Sum  of and    put   into  tlii'  hands  of   the  Selectmeu 

to  l)e  distributed  as  they  may  Judge  proper 

[lOG.]  The  Town  did  not  proceed  as  usua.  to  the  clioice  of  a 
(  ommittee  to  provide  an  ( )rator  to  deliver  an  Oiatioii  tiie  ."i"' of 
March  next — the  f(jllowing  Motion  having  been  made  l)v  the 
Town  Clark  — \i/;. 

Whereas  sinci;  the  Institution  of  this  Aiuiiversary  on  the  .'>"'  of 
March  which  has  answared  excellent  i)ui-poses,  a  Signal  Kevolii- 
tion  has  been  effected  through  the  Favor  of  Heaven  in  the  Cov- 
ernment  of  our  Country  by  the  establisiuneut  of  the  Independance 
of  these  United  States  of  America  :  And  whereas  tiiis  Memorable 
Event  has  induced  many  of  the  liduibitants  to  make  a  (Question 
whether  in  our  present  situation  it  would  not  be  for  the  pul)lic  benefit 
to  exchange  the  present  Institution  for  another  of  the  same  (reneial 
nature  —  such  for  instance  as  an  Anneveisary  for  celebrating  the 
glorious  and  happy  Declaration  of  the  Iiulepi'ndance  of  tiie  United 
States  of  America,  in  wiiich  tlie  Orator  might  consider,  the  steps 
that  led  to  this  great  Revolution,  tlie  distinguished  Cliaracters  im- 
{)loyed  in  effecting  and  maintaining  it  —  the  important  and  timely 
aid  these  States  received  from  an  Alliance  with  liis  Most  Christinii 
Majesty  I^oiiis  X\T  in  consequence  of  this  Declaration  and  while 
under  many  dilliculties  in  striigling  with  an  hiraged  A:  cruel  Enemy 
to  support  and  defend  it  —  as  also  the  sniKMnor  advantages  of  a 
Republican  form  of  (loveriiment  [IDT.]  wcdl  Constituted  A: 
Administered  for  [)reserving  and  promoting  the  Liberties  and  liap- 
piuess  of  Mankind  ;  and  the  necessity  of  \'irtne  t.Vc  good  Manners, 
and  of  ;in  Education  that  tends  to  promote  them;  in  order  to  sup- 
port such  a  Oovernraent,  and  to  realize  the  Advantages  it  is 
adopted  to  promote. 

Therefore  voted,  that  a  Committee  be  Appointed  by  the  Town 
to  consider  this  Matter  at  large  and  Report  at  the  next  M:ty 
.Meeting  * 

On  a  Motion  —  Voted,  that  tiie  considei  atioii  of  this  .Motion  be 
referred  to  ^rarch   Meeting 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeliolders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town   of    Boston    <luly    (|Ualitied    and    letjally   waiiu'(l    in    pnblick 

*[  "at  the  adjouniiiK'Ut,"  in  original  paper.  | 

W  .  II.  W. 
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Town    Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Monday  the   10"'. 
Day  of  March  Auno  Doniiui  1783 

Prayer  was  made  Ijy  the  Rev*^.  John  Eliot 
Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  — •  read 

Sundry  Laws  enjoined  to  be  read  at  this  Meeting,  were  accord- 
ingly —  read 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
\^otes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting,  and  the  same  being 
brought  in  and  sorted  it  appeared,  that 

[108.]  The  Hon'"'''.  Samuel  Adams  Escf.  was  chosen  Mod- 
erator 

The  Hon''^''.  Samuel  Adams  Esq"",  having  by  a  Letter  to  the 
Selectmen  acquainted  them  that  his  engagement  in  the  Senate,  put 
it  out  of  his  power  to  give  his  Attendance  at  this  Meeting 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  another  Person,  and  the  same  being  brought  in  and 
sorted  it  Appeared  that 

Ezekiel  Price  E;sq^ 
was  chosen  Moderator,  unanimously 

William  Cooper,  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  for  the  year  ensuing 
and  took  the  Oath  of  Office  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty, 
which  Oath  was  Administred  to  him  by  Ezekiel  Price  Esq''. 

The  Town  having  determined  by  a  Vote  to  choose  seven  Select- 
men, the  Inhabitants  were  then  directed  to  withdraw,  and   bring 
in  their  Votes  for  that  Number,   and  the  same  being  brought  in 
and  sorted,  it  appeared  that  the  Following  Gentlemen  Viz'. 
John  Scollay  Esq"'. 

Cap'.  Gustavus  Fellows  excused 

Harbottle  Dorr  p]sq'. 

Nathan  Frazier  Esq'.  excused 

F^zekiel  Price  Esq'. 
Cap'.  William  Mackv 
Tuttle  Hubbard  Esq', 
were  chose  Selectmen  for  the  year  ensuing  unanimously 

[1D9,J  The  Inhabitants  as  directed  by  the  Moderator,  brought 
in  their  Votes,  for  twelve  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  upon  sorting 
them  it  Appeared,  that  the 

Hou'^'^  William  Phillips  Esq"". 
Isaac  Smith  Esq"". 
M^  Jonathan  Mason 
Cap'.  Samuel  Partriilge 
M^  Samuel  Whitwell  ' 

M-".  John  White 
Edward  Proctor  Esq''. 
William  Powell  Esq'. 
John  Sweetser  Esq'. 

Samuel  Barret  Esq''.  ^ 

M'.  Nicholas  Bowes 
Joseph  Webb  Esq"". 
were  chosen  Overseers  of  the  l^oor  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Moved,   that  the    consideration    of  the  choice  of    Wardens    be 
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rcfeircil   to    1  oClock   Aftcniooii   ami   the  (Question   Ix'iiij;"  put, — 
Passed  in  the  Affennativc 

The   Town   l)rouglit    in  llieii-  N'otes,   for    Sixteen    Fire    Wunls, 
iiiHJ  the  same  haviui>  l)een  sortetl,  it  Appeared  lliat 

Jolin  Seolhiy  Kscj'. 

William  Cooper  Ks(f. 

Francis  Shaw  Esq'. 

Edward  Proctor  Es(j'. 

Caleb  Davis  Esq\ 

M'.  Thomas  Tileston 
[•->()().]  Cap'.  (Justavoiis  Fellows 

.Iosei)h  Wel)l)  Esq'. 

^P.  .John  Lowell 

Major  Thomas  .Mehill  Es(J^ 

.labez  Hatch  Esi]'. 

Cap'.  Isaac  Phillips 

Josiali  Waters  Km['. 

W.  Jacob  Kodes 

Cap'.  Ebenezer  Parsons 

John  Collin  Jones  Esq', 
where  chose  P"'ire  Wards  for  the  ensiling  Year 


Nathan  Fra/.ier  Es(j'.  li:ivin;Li"  by  a  Letter  diiected  to  the  Mod- 
erator, acHpiainted  the  Town,  that  the  Pusiness  he  was  enujaued  in 
put  it  out  of  his  power  to  Attend  the  Duty  of  a  Selectman 

It  was  Moved  &  Voted,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town  lie  and 
hereb}'  are  given  unto  Nathan  Frazier  Es(|'.  for  his  (Jood  & 
faithful  services  as  a  Selectman  of  this  Town  for  a  Number  of 
years  past,  — Then  the  Meeting  was  Adjourned  to  o  Clock  P.M. 
at  3  P.JNE  — the  Town  .Met  According  to  Adjournment 
On  a  Motion,  ]Made.  \'oted,  that  CoUectoi's  of  Taxes  be  chosen 
Seperate  from  Constables 

This  being  the  Time  Assigned  for  bringing  \'otes,  for  twelve 
Constables,  the  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  &  bring  in 
their  Votes,  accordingly 

[!^()1.]      The  following  Persons  were  Chosen  Constables  W/.'. 
]\Iess'^     William  Rogers  excusetl 

John  Tufts  excused 

William  Patten  sworn 

Samuel  Wiiitney  sworn 

John  Kennedy  excused 

John  Puttertield 

Joseph   Simpson  excused 

John  limit  excused 

Jolin  Wheeler 

Samuel  Smith  sworn 

Patrick  Counei-  excused 

Hobert  Williams  excused 

were  chosen  Constables  for  the  year  ensuing 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  l)ring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  Town  Treasurer  and  the  same  being  brought  in  ;ind 
sorted  it  appeared  that 
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M"".  Peter  Boyer 
wasChoseu  Town  Treasurer  for  the  P^nsuiug  Year 

This  l)eing  the  Time  Assigned  for  the  Consideration  of  the 
choice  of  Wardens  for  the  year  ensuing  —  Jt  was  Moved  that  the 
choice  of  Wardens  be  reffered  to  the  General  Town  Meeting  in 
March  next  —  &  the  Question  being  put  passed  in  the  Affermative 
only  eleven  dissentiants  the  Meeting  allowed  to  consist  of  upwards 
Df  400  People 

Moved,  that  the  Vote  now  passed  respecting  Wardens,  be  pub- 
lislied  in  the  several  ['^JO'-i.]  Boston  News  Papers,  and  the  Ques- 
tion being  put  passed  in  tlie  AtUrinative  almost  unanimously 

Cap'.  Gustavous  Fellows  having  by  a  Letter  directed  to  the  Mod- 
erator Acquainted  the  Town,  that  the  Business  he  was  engaged  in 
put  it  out  of  his  Power  to  Attend  the  Duty  of  a  Selectman 

It  was  moved  and  Voted  that  the  Thanks  of  the  Town  be  and 
hereby  are  given  unto  Cap'.  Gustavous  Fellows  for  his  good  and 
Faithful  Services  as  a  Selectman  of  this  Town  for  a  Number  of 
Years  past 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  "  To  Consider  the  Petition  of 
a  great  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  for  the  preventing  or  removal 
of  the  incumbrances  occasioned  by  the  placing  of  Carts,  paynyards, 
stalls  and  benches  on  Dock  Square,  and  in  other  Publick  Places, 
to  the  great  interruption  of  Passangers,  and  the  hazzard  of  the 
Limbs  &  Lives  of  the  Inliabitants  ;  and  tliat  some  suitable  Place 
or  Places  may  be  provided  for  the  Accomodation  of  the  Market 
l)eople  "together  with  the  Petition  itself  was  read  whereupon, 

Voted  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
this  Petition  and  the  Article  in  the  Warrant  at  Large  and  make  re- 
port at  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting 

['-203.]      ^'otcd,  that 

D"",  Charles  Jarvis 
Joseph  Ikirrell  Esq^ 
Col".  Thomas  Daws 
Nathaniel  Appleton  Ksq"', 
M'.  Samuel  Elliot 
Ezekiel  Price  Esq''. 
Perez  Morton  Esq', 
be  a  Committee  for  the  Pur[)ose  aforesaid,  and  that  said  Com- 
mittee do  also  take  into  consideration  other  Nusances  of  the  Town 
and  report  at  the  same  time 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  &  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  County  Treasurer,  which  was  received  and  Sealed  up 
in  Meeting  &  then  delivered  to  Constable  Smith  to  be  by  him 
returned  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  at  the  next 
Meeting 

Agreeable  to  the  Article  in  Warrant  Viz'.  —  To  consider  a 
Motion  made  on  the  5"'  of  March  Ins',  for  the  exchange  of  the  in- 
stitution of  the  Anniversary  for  Another  of  a  General  Nature,  for 
Reasons  in  said  Motion  "  the  following  Motion  was  made  —  Viz'. 

Whereas  since  the  Institution  of  this  Anniversary  on  the  5'^  of 
March  which  has  Answered  excellent  purposes,  A  Signal  Revolu- 
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tion  lias  been  elToctcd  tiiroii^li  tlic  I-'nvoiir  ol"  llc:i\rii  in  the  (lov- 
criinieiit  of  our  Country  l)y  ilie  eslahlislimeiit  of  the  Independaiicc 
of  these  [tiOl-.]  United  States  of  America:  and  whereas  this 
memorable  event  has  iniluced  many  of  the  Inhabitants  to  make  a 
Question  whether  in  our  Present  situation  it  would  not  be  for  the 
Publick  IJenelit  to  exchange  the  i)resent  Institution  for  Another 
of  the  same  general  Nature  :  such  for  instance  As  an  Anniversaiy 
for  celebrating  the  glorious  and  hai)iiy  Declaration  of  the  Inde- 
peudeuce  of  the  I'nited  States  of  America  in  which  the  Orator 
might  consider  the  Steps  that  lead  to  this  great  Revolution,  the 
distinguished  Carrecters  imploycd  in  effecting  and  maintaining  it 
the  important  ^t  timely  Aid  these  States  received  from  an  Alliance 
with  his  most  Christian  .Majesty  Lewis  X\'I  in  conse<iuence  of  this 
declaration  &  while  under  many  dilliculties  in  strugling  with  an 
enraged  and  cruel  Enemy  to  su[)p()rt  and  defeml  it.  As  also  the 
superior  Advantages  of  a  Republican  form  of  (lovernnient,  well 
constituted  and  Administred  for  preserving  and  promoting  the 
Liberties  &  ha|)piness  of  Mankind  and  the  necessity  of  Virtue  and 
good  Manners  &  of  an  education  that  tends  to  promote  them  in 
order  to  support  such  a  Covernment  and  to  realize  the  Advan- 
tages it  is  adopted  to  promote 

Whereupon  the  (Question  was  put.  Whether  tlu'  same  shall  be 
excepted 

Passed  in  the  Adirmative 
also  Voted  that 

Perez  Morton  Ksq. 

['i05.]  Col".  Tudor 

Thomas  Daws,  .Inn'. 
.Joseph  l>arrell 
Dt)Ct'.  Charles  Jar  vis 
be  a  Committee  to  consider  this  Matter  at  Large  &  Report   at  the 
Adjournment 

Moved  that  t!ie  Town  now  proceed  to  the  choice  of  four  ( Ollect- 
ors  of  Taxes  for  the  year  ensuing  —  and  the  (.Question  being- 
put —  Passed  in  the  Afferraative 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Above  \()te  be  reconnnitted  and  that 
the  choice  of  Collectors  be  referred  to  to  Morrow  ^Morning 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  next  being  the  eleventh  of  ^Luch  Instant 
10.  O  Clock  in  tiie  Forenoon 

Tuesday  the  11"'  Day  of  Maicii  10.  ()  Clock  in  the  Forenoon  — 
jNIet  according  to  Ad)ournment 

:\I'.  William  :\I'Neil 
yV.  Fdward  How 
where  chose  Surveyors  of  IIem|)  for  the  year  (.'usuiiig 
Mess'".  Joseph  Huttler 

Clement  Collins  Ju^ 
John  liallaid  .lun'. 
John  Champuey 
Joseph  IJallard 
Jonathan  Stoddcr 
['/iOO.]  Fdmoud  Ranger 
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Abraham  Howard 

Benj".  Page 

Samuel  Feimo 

Saimiel  Uellaway 

James  Rogers 

Thomas  Uran 

Henry  Blaisdill 

Samuel  Dyer 

Joseph  Ayues  [Ayres] 
were  chose  Surveyors  of  Boards  for  the  year  ensuing 
Mess''^  Daniel  Brown 

Jonathan  Stoddard 

John  Neat 

Samuel  Todd 

William  Clough 
were  chosen  Fence  Viewers  for  the  year  ensuing 
Mess".  Nathaniel  Green 

Samuel  Bangs 

Stephen  Gore 

Joseph  Hayden 
were  Chose  Sealers  of  Leather  for  the  year  ensuing 

jVP.  Adam  Colson 
was  chosen  Informer  of  Deer  for  the  3'ear  ensuing 
Mess".  Joseph  Spear 

Menassah  Masters 

Joshua  Pico 
[207.]  Caleb  Hayden 

.John  Owen 

Edmond  Burd 

Cap'.  David  Spear 

.Joseph  Loriuo- 

Robert  Hitchhurne 

Daniel  Bell 

Robert  l^riek 

.John  M'Elary 
were  chosen  Cullers  of  Staves  for  the  year  ensuing 

Mess".  George  Hamlin     ------       sworn 

Samuel  Cuilis 
were  chose  Haywards  for  the  ensuing  year 

Mess".  William  M'^Fadden excused 

William  Sharp 

.Jacob  Edes 

Josiah  Simpson 
were  chose  Hogreeves  for  the  year  ensuing 

Ward 

Mess".  John  Cade No.  1  excused 

Thomas  Stoddar       -  -  -  2 

Joseph  Prince     -     -  -  -  3  declines 

John  Cogswell     -     -  -  -  4 

Samuel  Sumner  -     -  -  -  5 

Jeremiah  Bumstead  -  -  6      sworn 

Ephrim  Copeland     -  -  -  7 

John  Ivennedy     -     -  -  -  S 
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Ziplieoii  Tliaycr  -     -     -  0  oxcused 

.)(;st'[)li  Shed  -     -     -     -  lO 

(ioorge  LixDgley       -     -  11 

Peter  Geyer-     -     -     -  12 

were  chosen  Scavingers  for  tlie  Year  ensuing 
[2<)8.]  ^Iess'\  Thonias  Green 

John  Skinner 
were  chose  Assay  Masters  for  the  ensuing  year 
Mess'".  .lohn  White  Ksq'. 

John  Sweetzer  Ks<i'. 
Jolm  Lucas  Ksij'. 
weie  chose  Purchasers  of  (J rain  for  the  year  ensuing  and  Ihey  aic 
desired  and  impowered  to  give  all  needful  directions  to  the  Keeper 
of  the  Granary  res[)ecting  the  (juantities  of  Grain  to  be  sold,  and 
Adixing  the   prices  tiiereof    from  time  to  time  as  Occasion   shall 
require  ;  and  the  said  Conunittee  are  desired  and  directed  to  cause 
all  the  Grain   helonuing    to  the  Town  to  1k'  urouud   at  the   New 
Mills  near  the  Mill  liridge 

The  SelectiDcn 
were  chosen  Surveyors  of  the  High  Way  for  the  year  ensuing. 
JMess"".  John  Lucas 

Edward  Tuckerinan 
P^dward  Ed»>s 
Samuel  Smith 
flohn  Jenkins 
were  chosen  Surveyors  of  Wheat  and  Flower  for  the  year  enduing 
The  Inhabitants^  were  directed  to  withdraw  and   liring  in   their 
Votes  for  a  Committee  of  ('orresi)ondence,  Inspection  and  Safely. 
And  the  same  being  brought  in  and  sorted  it  Appeared  that 
['^09.]  ;^ress'\  Nathaniel  I'.arber 

Edward  Proctor  Es(j'. 
Cap'.  John  Pulling 
El)enezer  Hancok  Esq'. 
Cap'.  Isaac  Philli|)s 
Samuel  Ruggles  Esq\ 
Thomas  Melville   Esq^ 
I\P.  John  Lucas  excused 

Abiel  Ruddock  Esq', 
were  chosen  a  Committee  of  Correspondence  Inspectiou  &  Safety. 
for  tiie  year  ensuing. 

The  Iuhal)itants  were  directed  to  withdraw,  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  four  Collectors  of  Taxes,   and  the  same    having  been 
brought  in  and  sorted,  it  a[)[)eared  tiiat 

Benjamin  Sunnier  Ju'.        ------       Oi",  Votes 

James  Thompson      --------     r_'0 

Thomas  Bayley 1  •">•"- 

Alexander  Thomas  --------11.') 

were  chosen  Collectors  (;f  Taxes  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Voted,  that  two  and  one  half  p  Cent  be  and  hereby  is  allowed  to 
the  Persons  that  shall  l)e  chose  Collectors  of  Taxes  for  the  year 
ensuing,  on  all  such  sums  of  Money  as  they  shall  Collect,  pro- 
vided "that  thev  shall   conform  to  the   Act  and  Resolutions  of  the 
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General  Assembly  aud  the  Votes  of  this  Town  ;  which  Premium 
appears  to  be  Just  and  equitable  and  an  Ample  Allowance  to  the 
Collectors  to  encourage  them  to  discharge  their  duty  with  deligeuce 
and  [310.]  P^idelity  ;  provided  also  that  each  of  said  Collectors 
give  Bond  with  sufficient  Sureties  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the 
Selectmen,  for  the  faithCuU  discharge  of  their  Duty  in  said  Office 
and  Cfjmplying  with  this  \'ote 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  the  Collectors  of  Taxes  be  aud  hereby 
are  enjoined  to  pay  into  the  County  and  Town  Treasuries  in  pro- 
portion as  they  shall  pay  into  tlie  State  Treasuery  from  Time  to 
Time 

The  Inhabitants  were  desired  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  two  Selectmen  in  the  Room  of  Nathan  Frazier  Elsq'.  & 
C'ap'.  Gustavious  Fellows,  aud  the  Same  having  been  brought  in 
and  sorted  it  Appeared,  that 

Deacon  Thomas  Greenough 

David  .letTries  Esq"". 

were  chosen  Selectmen  for  the  year  ensuing 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  aud  bring  in  their 
\'otes  for  seven  Assessors,  and  tlie  same  being  brought  in  and 
sorted,  it  appenred  that 

Mess".  William  Lowder 
Moses  May 
John  R.  Sigoney 
John  Pulling 
Barth"^.  Kneeland 
Samuel  Ruggles  Esq''. 
Cap'.  William  Fleet 
were  chosen  Assessors  for  the  Year  ensuing 

[311.]  Voted,  that  the  Assessors  be  and  hereby  are  empow- 
ered and  directed  to  set  for  such  Abatements  of  Taxes,  as  they 
shall  Judge  reasonable  ten  days  following  the  date  and  delivery 
of  the  Tax  Bills  (Lords  days  excepted)  and  no  longer  saving  that 
they  be  allowed  to  set  two  days  the  last  Week  in  February  for  the 
Abatement  of  the  Taxes  of  such  Persons  as  had  not  an  oppertuu- 
ity  of  applying  in  the  Above  limitted  Time  by  reason  of  their 
being  out  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  any  other  unavoidable  hin- 
drance, at  which  time  they  are  also  Allowed  and  impowered  to 
Abate  the  Taxes  of  such  Persons  as  may  have  died  Insolvent 
before  the  said  time  — 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant,  relative  to  making  Provision  for 
paying  the  Town  Creditors  Viz'.  "Whether  the  Town  will  make 
provision  for  paying  the  principal  and  Interest  due  to  such  of  their 
Creditors  as  are  in  want  of  their  ^Monies  "  —  being  read  —  where- 
upon 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Treasurer  be  impowered  aud  directed  to 
allow  the  Several  Creditors  of  the  Town  wdio  have  lent  Monies  to 
the  Town,  Interest  and  compound  Interest  on  the  JMonies  lent 

Voted,  that  4  "Clock  be  Assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Articles  in  the  Warrant  relative  to  Lands  on  the  Neck 
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And  afUn-  it  lor  llic  cniisidt'iatioii  of  tlif  Articles  in  llit>  \\:u  rniii 
relative  to  new  Kniission  Monies 

[*^1*^.]  The  Article  in  the  \V;ur:inl.  \'i/'.  '-To  consider, 
weiither  any  measures  shall  lie  taken  for  liie  better  regulati(jn  of 
the  Cows  going-  on  the  Comnioii  of  this  Town  "  —  was  read  where- 
upon 

Voted,  that  this  Matter  he  rell'ered  to  the  Selectmen,  an<l  they 
are  hereby  Authorised  and  iin|)owered  to  raise  the  Sum  re(juired 
for  providing  Hidls  tfcc  to  Six  Shillings  for  every  Cow  going  on 
the  Common 

The  Article  in  tiie  Warrant  \i/.'.  "  Wether  the  Selectmen  in 
their  settling  with  the  'I'own  Clerk  may  not  Allow  him  on  Account 
of  the  high  price  of  the  Necessarys  of  Life,  in  proportion  with 
what  has  been  allowed  the  Other  Town  Oflicers  was  read  —  where- 
upon 

Voted,  that  Joseph  Uarrell  Ks(j'. 
W.  John  Lowell 
Col".  Joseph  Webb 
be  a  Committee   to   consider  this   Matter  and   Town   Clerks,  Ac- 
counts, and  report  at  the  Adjournment 

Then  the  Meeting  was  Adjourned  to  .'3  Clock  in  tlu;  Afternoon. 

At  -3  "Clock  P:  jM   met  according  to  Adjournment 
[313.]      The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  ;ind   bring 
in  their  Votes  for  Six  Constables  and  the   same   being  brought  in 
and  Sorted  it  Appeared  that  the  following  Persons  were  chose 

Viz'.  Mess".  .John  Kemp  excused 

AU'xander  M'.Cloud  Sworn 

Abner  Rumnil -     -  d". 

Kufus  Bent     -     - d". 

(ieorge  Hamlin    -------  d". 

Isaac  WeniU'll     -------  d". 

were  chosen  Constables  for  the  ensuiuLi;  ye;ir 

The  following  Persons  were  chosen  Cleiks  of  the  Market  for  the 
year  (nisuing 

y\/\  Cap'.  .John  Wi'nslow  sworn 

'SV.  Robert  M'Niel 
AP.  Nathan  Spear  sworn 

M^  William  Ilyslop -     -     -  ,i'. 

j\P.  'i'liomas  K.  .loncs 

Samuel  Deming      ---------        sworn 

I\P.  Lewis  Carnes  ---------  d". 

i\P.  John  Prown     ---------  d". 

]\P.  William  Payne     ------.-  d'. 

^P.  J(jhn  Amory    -- d". 

M^  William  Morrill     -     - d". 

M'.  Samuel  (iould 
Voted,  that  {Major  Thomas  :Melvill  excus'd 

Kdward  Payne  Kscj'. 
Herman  Brimmer  Esq''. 
Edward  (ireeu  Esq'. 
Charles  :\Iiller  Es(l^ 
Sanniel  Riiggles  P^sq"". 
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['-^1-4.]  be  and  hereby  are  Appointed  a  Committee  to  Audit  Ac- 
compts  of  M''.  Peter  Boyer  Treasurer,  aud  also  the  Accompt  of  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  the  said  Committee  are  iinpowered 
when  they  shall  Audit  said  Aecompts,  to  allow  of  such  of  the 
Overseers  as  shall  have  Advanced  Monies  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Poor,  Interest  on  all  such  Sums  from  the  Time  so  Advanced 
untill  they  have  Audited  said  Aecompts;  and  they  are  also  desired 
to  report  from  time  to  time  a  State  of  the  Treasurey  respecting  its 
debts  and  credits  aud  on  any  Matter  that  they  may  think  proi)er 

And  the  Committee  are  also  directed  to  examine  the  Draughts 
of  the  Selectmen 

A  Motion  was  made  that  the  consideration  of  Salaries  and 
Grants  be  reff erred  over  to  the  General  Town  Meeting  in 
May  Next.  —  and  the  (Question  being  put  it  Passed  in  the  Af- 
fermative. 

The  Selectmen  Reported,  on  the  Visitation  of  the  Schools  the 
last  Year  aud  were  Appointed  Visitors  of  the  Schools  the  present 
Year. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  "•  Whether  the  Lands  on  the 
Neck  sludl  be  leased  for  a  Certain  time,  or  otherwise  improved  by 
the  Town"  — was  read  wereu[)on  moved  that  the  consideration  of 
this  Article  be  reffered '  ['-ilo.]  to  the  General  Town  Meeting  in 
May  Next,  — and  the  Question  being  put  passed  in  the  Negative 

It  was  then  iNIoved  it  Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  Appointed  to 
take  this  Article  into  consideration  and  Report  at  the  Adjourn- 
ment 

Voted,  that 

Col".  Nath'.  Barber 
Col".  W".  Tudor 
Joseph  Barrell  Escf .  excused 
Cap'.  John  Ballard 
John  Lucas  Esq''. 
Col".  Dawes  —  Escf . 
be  a  Committee  for  the  {purpose  Aforesaid 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  "  Whether  the  Town  Treasurer 
shall  be  impowered  to  dispose  of  the  wliole  or  any  part  of  the 
Emission  iNIonies  in  the  Treasurey:  —  was  read,  whereupon 
Moved, 

That  the  Town  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  Authorised  and 
impowered  to  dispose  of  the  New  Emission  Money  in  the  Treasurey 
on  the  best  Terms  he  can 

And  the  (.Question  ])eing  put  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

Moved,  when  this  JMeeting  is  Adjourned  it  shall  be  to  Tuesday 
Fortnight  at  3'0  Clock  P.M  being  the  25 —  Ins'. 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 


[316.]      Tuesday  March  25'^—  3.  O  Clock  in  the  Afternoon  — 
Town  met  according  to  Adjournment 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  tliat  one  other  Person  be  Added  to  the  four 
Hogreeves  chosen  for  the  Year  ensuing  —  whereupon 

AP.  .lohn  Skinnei' 
was  chosen  a  Ilogreeve  for  the  year  ensuing 
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The  lnii:il)itaiits  wlm'c  (lircc^tcd  to  willidraw  mikI  briiijr  in  Llicir 
Votes  for  one  Coust;ible — -ainl  the  s;iinc  l)eiii<;  brouj^lit  in  and 
Sorted,  it  Appeared  that 

M'.  Robert  Urick 
was  chosen  a  C!onstal)le  for  the  year  ensuinuj 

M'.  Jose[)h  Prince  ciiosen  one  of  the  .Scavin!j:ers  for  Ward  N".  ."). 
having  desired  the  Town  to  excuse  him  from  serving  in  that  Ollice, 
lie  was  accordiuglv  I'xciisrd 

-M'.    Klkanah  Uaydeii 
was  clioseu  a  Scavinger  iov  the  year  ensuing  for  Ward  N'.  .!. 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  one  more  be  Ad(UMl  to  the  lY-rsons 
chosen  Surveyers  of  l>oards 

.M'.  William  Alexander 
was  chosen  a  Surveyor  of  Hoards  for  ihe  year  ensuing 

The  Committee  on  tiie  ArticU;  in  tlic  Warr'.  Viz'.  •'  To  con- 
sider whether  the;  Selectmen  in  their  settling  with  the  T(jwn  Clark 
may  not  allow  him  [*il7.]  on  Account  of  the  high  price  of  the 
Necessaries  of  l^ife,  in  pro|)ortion  with  what  has  l)een  allowed  the 
Other  Town  Ollicers,"  —  Ke|)orted  as  follows,  Mz'.  The  Com- 
mittee Appointed  by  the  Town  for  the  purposes  Above  mentioned, 
are  fully  of  0|)inion  that  the  Selectmen  in  Settling  with  the  Town 
Clerk,  allow  him  on  Account  of  tlie  high  prices  of  the  Necessaries 
ol"  Life,  in  proportion  with  what  has  been  allowed  the  School- 
masters 

Joseph  Barrel  p  ( )rder 

The   foregoing  Rei)ort  having  been   read   ami  considered  — the 
Question  was  put  —  Whether  the  same  shall   be  acce|)ted 
Passed  in  the  Adirmative 

The  Committee  Ap[)oiuted  to  devise  the  Necessary  Means  of 
removing  the  disorders  of  the  Market  and  otiun-  Nuisances,  beg 
Leave  to  report. 

P'  That  for  tlu-  future  in  their  Opinion  it  will  l)e  highly  for  the 
Interest  of  the  Lihai)itants  in  General,  that  proper  places  be 
Assigned  for  the  different  Markets  for  Wood,  Ila}^  &c,  as  the 
Square  contigueous  to  Faueuil  Hall  delinated  in  the  Annexed  plan, 
be  still  Approbiated  [-s/o]  as  the  .Most  convenient  spot  for  the  great 
Market  of   Flesh,  Vegetaliles,  &v. 

2''.  That  the  Part  of  Common  Street  between  the  (Iraiuery  and 
the  North  end  of  the  liurying  (iround  Adjoining;  as  also  the  Old 
North  S(iuare,  l)e  the  Places  for  the  Wood  ]\Lirlcetts  for  all  tiic 
Wood  l)rought  by  land  into  this  Town  for  Sale. 

[*il8.]  '  ;V">'  That  the  Space  iwav  Olivers  \)ovk  be  Assign, 'd  as 
a  Markett  place  for  Hay,  that  is  for  all  hay  hrought  liy  I,;ind  for 
Sale  into  this  Town. 

4''"''  That  the  dock  i)e  filled  up  as  far  as  the  swing  liridgf  and  if 
any  Private  Property  be  injured  the  owners  thereof  Ix'  compen- 
sated for  their  loss. 

•  5"''-''.  That  an  insi)ector  of  the  Marketts  be  annually  Chosen  by  the 
Town  to  see  the  several  by  L:iws  and  Orders  of  the  Town  pro[)erly 
enforced  as  far  as  they  respeet  the  Marketts,  and  that  this  Ollicer 
bo  aUowed  an  Adequate  reward  for  his  Services. 
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gthiy^  That  the  following  by  Laws  be  recommended  to  the  Towu 
as  of  indispensible  Necessity,  to  give  effect  to  the  Preceding 
regulations. 

ythiy  'pijjiJ;  ti^e  Scavengers  be  enjoined  by  the  Town  to  the  utmost 
to  exert  the  Power  with  which  they  are  invested  for  the  suppression 
&  prevention  of  those  Nuisances  which  at  present  are  a  disgrace 
to  our  Police,  and  if  not  removed,  by  contaminating  the  Air,  must 
contribute  to  produce  the  ^lost  fatal  disorders  among  the  In- 
habitants. —  And  in  Order  the  more  effectually  to  i  emedy  this 
mischief  It  is  earnestly  enjoined  upon  the  Inhabitants  to  give  the 
earliest  information  to  the  proper  Ofticers  of  all  or  any  Nuisances 
that  the  proper  and  legal  Methods  may  be  forthwith  taken  for 
their  removal.  — 

[!^10.]  By  Laws,  for  the  Appointment  and  Regulation,  of  the 
several  Markett  places  in  the  Town  of  Boston. 

Whereas,  it  frequently  happens  that  Persons,  who  vend  Hay, 
Wood,  Meat,  Vegetables,  and  other  Articles  of  Supplies  in  this 
Town,  Assemble  and  stand  with  their  Carts,  Teams,  Sleds, 
Sleighs,  Waggons  &  Horses,  in  some  or  Other  of  the  Publick 
Streets,  to  the  great  annoj'ance  of  the  Neighbourhood  where  such 
stand  is  made,  and  to  the  Danger  of  the  Lives  and  Limbs  of  those 
who  Attempt  to  pass  them  :  And  whereas  it  is  highly  convenient 
and  necessary  for  the  General  Good,  that  in  all  Populous  Towns, 
the  Publick  Streets  thereof  should  be  freely  passable  at  all  times, 
and  that  certain  Publick  places,  be  set  apart  for  the  Stand  of 
those  who  supply'  the  Inhabitants  thereof  with  Provisions  &  other 
Articles  of  Consumption. 

It  is  therefor  Voted,  and  Ordered.  — That  the  lower  floor  of 
Faneuil  Hall  and  the  Land  around  the  same  (as  laid  out  anil 
marked  in  A  plan  this  day  Approved  and  Adopted  by  the  Town) 
be  the  Common  Markett  place  for  the  Sail  of  all  kinds  of  Meat, 
Vegetables  or  Grain  &c.  —  the  several  parts  thereof  to  be  used 
and  improved  respectively  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the 
aforesaid  plan  [3'-20.]  And  whoever  shall  use  or  improve  any 
part  of  said  Markett  place  to  a  different  purpose  than  is  Assigned 
in  said  plan  After  being  directed  by  the  Insjiector  of  the  Markets 
to  his  proper  place,  and  without  special  permission  first  had  & 
Obtained  from  the  Inspector  of  the  Markett,  shall  fortlt  and  pay 
the  Sum  of  Six  shillings  for  every  such  Offence. 

And  if  any  Person  or  Persons  bringing  Meat,  Vegetables  or 
Grain  to  Markett  shall  be  found  standing  in  any  other  Publick 
Street  of  the  Town,  with  his  or  their  Team,  Cart,  Sled,  Sleigh. 
Waggon,  or  Horse  with  Meat,  Vegetables,  or  Grain,  therewith 
(except  while  being  stopt'd  by  some  person  offering  to  purchase 
the  same  or  detained  by  some  accident)  he  shall  forflt  and  pay  the 
Sum  of  Eight  shillings  for  every  such  Off'ence. 

2'^  It  is  further  Ordered,  That  Common  Street  so  called  extending 
from  the  Granary  to  the  North  End  of  the  Common  Burying  Place 
on  the  West  Side  of  said  Street,  and  also  the  Old  North  Square  so 
called,  be  and  they  are  hereby  set  apart  and  known  as  Wood 
Marketts,  where  it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  Persons  bringing  Wood, 
loads  of  barrells  Empty  or  full,  or  Hoops  to  Marketts  to  Assemble 


liosroN    Town    1vi:( oims,    IT.S.I.  ."iOli 

ii-nd  st:iii(l  Avitli  tlu'ir  'reams.  Carts,  Slcils  i\.  Waggons  for  tlie  imi- 
jiuse  of  vc'iicliiig  till'  Saiiic  [*i*il.]  And  if  any  Person  or  Persons, 
Ininging  Wood,  Iloujis,  orKnipty  <»r  full  Harrells  to  Market  shall 
be  found,  staiidint;-  in  any  Other  Piiblic-k  Streets  of  the  Town  with  his 
or  their  Team,  Cart,  Sled,  or  Waggon  loaded  with  any  of  the  afore- 
said Artieles  (exce|jt  while  being  sloped  by  some  [tersons  offeiing 
to  I'urehase  the  Same,  or  detaineil  by  some  Aeeident)  he  shall 
forht  &  pay  the  Sum  of  Ten  shillings  for  everv  such  offence. 

.'J".  And  it  is  further  Ordered,  That  the  ()|)en  space  at  the  bottom 
of  Water  Street  neai-  Olivers  Dock,  be  and  it  hereby  is  set  apart 
and  Ap[)i-opriated  as  a  HaylNIarkett;  where  it  shall  bi'  Lawfull 
for  all  Persons  bringing  Hay  to  Markett  to  Asseml)le  and  stand 
with  their  Teams,  Carts,  Sleds  and  Waggijiis  for  the  purpose  of 
vending  the  Same.  —  And  if  any  l*ers<Mi  or  Persons  shall  be  found 
standing  in  any  other  Streets  of  the  'J'(jwii,  with  his  or  their 
Team,  Cart,  Sled  or  Waggon  loaded  with  Hay  (excepting  at  the 
place  of  weighing.  &  exce[)t  while  being  Stopfd  l)y  some  I'ersons 
otfi'ring  to  purchase  the  same,  or  detained  1)\'  some  Accident)  he 
shall  forlil  and  pay  the  Sum  of  Twelve  shillings  for  every  such 
Offence. — 

4"'.  It  is  further  Ordered. — That  no  Person,  or  Persons, 
bringing  Meat,  \'egetables,  Cirain,  Wood,  Hay  or  any  other 
Articles  of  Supplies  [^'-iti.]  to  Market  shall  presume  to  stop 
and  sell  or  Offer  for  sale  any  such  Articles  within  the  Limits 
of  Dock  Square  or  in  any  of  the  Avenues  or  Streets  leading 
directly  from  State  Street  now  so  called  into  the  Common  Market 
place  or  Dock  Sijuare  aforesaid,  under  the  Penally  of  six  shill- 
ings for  every  such  Offence 

And  in  order  that  Persons  may  not  be  encouraged  (X:  Counte- 
nanced in  the  Violation  of  the  aforesaid  Orders  tK:  I>y  Laws. 

o"''^.  It  is  further  Ordered  —  That  evei-y  Person  Inhabiting 
this  Town,  who  shall  buy  or  Offer  to  l»uy  any  bleats,  \'cgetables 
(irain.  Wood.  Hay  or  any  othei-  Articles  of  Supplies,  brought  to 
Market  for  Sale  of  any  Person  or  I'ersons  standing  and  Offering 
the  same  for  Sale  in  any  other  Streets  or  parts  of  this  Town  than 
is  herein  respectively  Assigned  them  for  that  purpose,  or  shall  buy 
or  oft'er  to  buy  any  of  said  Artieles  of  any  Person  or  Persons 
whatsoever  within  the  limits  of  Dock  S(inare  or  in  any  of  the 
Avenues  or  Streets  leading  directly  from  State  Street  into  the 
Common  Market  place  or  Dock  S([uare  Afoiesaid,  shall  forlit  and 
pay  the  Sum  of  Six  shillings  for  every  such  Offence. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  foreiroing  Orders  &  IJy-Laws  may  not 
like  others  heretofore  be  pi'i.*{.]  lendered  ineffectual  nugatoiy 
iiy  Remissness  and  inattention  to  the  execution  thereof  —  but  be 
carrit^d  into  rigorous  Kl'fect. 

G"''^.  It  is  herebv  further  Ordered,  That  there  be  Annually  chosen 
from  among  the  Iidiabitaiits  of  tlie  Town  some  Active  Spirited  and 
faithfnll  Person,  who  shall  be  called  the  Inspector  of  tiie  Markets, 
whose  Duty  it  shall  be  t(^  carry  the  severall  1>3'-Laws  and  Orders 
of  the  Town  touching  the  arrangement  of  the  >evei-all  Markets 
into  constant  Effect  —  And  in  Order  thereto  he  sli;dl  make  it  his 
daily  employment  to  pa^ss   through  the  several    Market  IMaces.  the 
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Avenues  leading  thereto,  and  the  Several  Publick  Streets  :  and  if  the 
Inspector  of  the  Markets  sliall  find  any  Person  or  Persons,  stand- 
ing with  his  or  their  Carts,  Teames,  Sleds,  Sleighs,  Waggons  or 
Horses  loaded  with  meats,  Vegetables,  Grain,  Wood,  Hay  &c. 
as  aforesaid  in  any  of  the  Streets  in  Violation  of  the  aforesaid 
By-Law,  upon  view  thereof  he  shall  Order  &  direct  the  Offender 
to  Repair  to  tlie  Market  place  Assigned  for  the  Sale  of  the 
Articles  he  may  have  &  on  his  refusal,  the  said  Inspector  of  the 
Marketts  shall  forthwitli  Complain  against  such  Persons  to  some 
[*-5;^4.]  Justice  of  the  Piece  that  he  may  find  Agreeable  to  the 
foregoing  By-Laws.  —  And  it  shall  be  the  Dut}'  of  the  said 
Lispector  of  the  Markets  to  complain  in  Manner  as  aforesaid 
against  all  Breaches  of  Any  of  the  Aforesaid  By-Laws  whicli  shall 
come  to  his  knowledge,  either  by  his  own  View,  or  the  Informa- 
tion of  any  other  Citizen  —  And  it  shall  further  be  the  Duty  of 
said  Inspector  of  the  Markets,  to  keep  the  several  Market 
places  continually  clean  and  free  from  all  kinds  of  filth  &  Dirt ; 
an<l  to  remove  all  Nusances  therefrom. 

7"^.  And  to  the  end  that  said  Inspector  of  the  Market  may  lie 
induced  to  perform  his  Duty  with  chearfullness  and  Integrity,  It  is 
Ordered  that  he  shall  have  an  Adecjuate  and  reasonable  reward 
for  his  Service. 

8"".  It  is  further  Ordered,  That  all  Penalties  &  forefeitures 
Arising  by  any  breaches  of  the  foregoing  By-Laws,  shall  go  and 
be  to  the  use  of  the  Town,  and  be  Approbiated  to  the  support  and 
inaintance  of  the  Several  Markets,  aforesaid  —  By  Order  of  the 
Committee. 

Charles  Jakms 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  considered  Lara- 
graph  by  Paragraph ;  was  Accepted  by  the  Town  &  the  Plan 
Mentioned  in  said  Report  was  Adopted   by  the  Town. 

[225.]  Moved  &  Voted,  that  a  Committee  be  Appointed  lo 
carry  this  Report  into  Execution 

Also  Voted,  that 

Charles  Jarvis  Esq'. 
Joseph  Barrell  Esq^ 
Thomas  Daws  Esq"^. 
Nathaniel  Appleton  Esq\ 
M"".  Samuel  Elliot  (excused) 
Ezekiel  Price  Esq'',  excused 
be  a  Committee  for   the  purpose  aforesaid    &    they  are  also  Au- 
thorised and  impowered  to  confir  with  the  Abutters  on  the  Dock 
relative  to  the  tittle  &  property  of  the  Land  or  any  priviledges  in 
the  said  Dock,  as  also  with  Respect  to  any  Compensation. 

The  Committee  relative  to  Lands  on  the  Neck  having  Reported, 
it  was  moved  &  Voted,  that  the  consideration  of  said  Report  be 
referred  to  next  May  Meeting,  and  that  the  Town  be  then  Notified 
thereof  in  the  Warrant  then  to  be  essued  for  said  Meeting 

The  Committee  Appointed  to  consider  a  late  Motion  for  the 
Change  of  the  Institution  of  the  Annaversary  on  the  ;")"'.  of  March, 
I'eported  as  follows  Viz'. 
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Whereas  the  Aimiial  Celeltratioii  of  the  lIostDii  Massacre  on  tlie 
5'^.  of  .March  177(t,  by  tlie  Institution  of  a  I'lihlick  Oration 
[ti*i<>.]  iuis  Ix'cn  found  to  he  of  eminent  Advuntai^e  to  the  ("anse 
of  America  in  disseminating  tlu;  I'l'iiieipk's  of  N'irlue  and  Patriot- 
ism among  her  Citizens;  And  whereas  the  immediate  Motives 
wiiich  induced  the  commemoratio^n  of  that  (hiv,  do  noir  no  hjnger 
exist  in  their  primitive  force;  whih'  the  IJenelits  resuUing  from  the 
Institution  to,  may  and  ought  to  ha  forever  preserved,  by  exciiauLi;- 
ing  that  Anniversary  for  Another,  the  foundation  of  wliich  will 
last  as  long  as  time  endures.  It  is  therefoi-e  h'esolved.  tliat  the 
Celebration  of  the  liftli  of  March  from  iiencefor\vai<ls  shall  ce:ise  ; 
and  that  instead  theri'of  the  Anniversary  of  the  I"'.  Day  of  Julv 
A.I).  177t)  (a  Day  evt-r  mcmoi'able  in  tlu'  Annals  of  this  Coinitry 
for  the  declaration  of  oui-  independance)  shall  be  constantlv 
celebrated  by  the  Delivery  of  a  Piddick  Oration,  in  such  phice  as 
the  Town  shall  determine  to  i)e  most  convenient  for  the  pur|)ose  — 
In  which  the  Orator  shall  consider  the fefliii/js,  manners  &.  itrinriph'n 
which  led  to  this  great  National  Kvent  as,  well  as  the  important 
and  happf/  Ekkkcts  whether  general  or  domestick,  which  already 
have,  and  will  forever  continui;  to  How  from  this  Au--picious 
Epoch.  — 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  &  considered,  it  was 
\'oted,  that  the  same  be  [*-i*i7.]  Accepted,  And  that  a  Committee 
be  now  Appointed  to  provide  an  Orator  to  deliver  an  Oration  on 
the  4"'  of  duly  Next  Agreeable  to  said  report.  Also.  —  \'oted,  that 

Perez  Moiton  l^si|'. 

Hon''''.    Samuel  .Vdams  Ks()'. 

IIon'''^  James  Sullivan  j-lsii^ 

William  Tudor  Ks(i'. 

Ezekiel  Price  Esfj'. 
be  a  Committee  for  tlie  [)urpose  Aforesaid 

John  Keini)  chosen  a  Constable  for  the  year  ensuing  having  de- 
sired to  be  excused  from  sei'ving  in  that  Ollice  he  was  According; v 
excused. 

Moved,  that  when  this  ^Meeting  is  Adjourned  it  lie  to  next 
Monday  senniglit  —  3  "Clock  P.M. — And  it  was  ^Vdjourned 
Accordingly 

]\Ionday  the  7"'.  Day  of  April  .'5  O  Clock  Afternoon  —  Town  met 
according  to  Adjournment 

Ezekiel  Price  Es(i',  in  the  Chair 
M'.  Jcjlin  Cade  chosen  Scavinger  for  Ward  N".  1   for  the  ensuing 
year  having  desired,  to  be  excust.'d  from   serving   in   that  Olliee  — 
he  was  accordingly  excused 

M' .  Samuel  Clongh 
was  oliosen  a  Scavinger  for  the  ensuiu'j:  year  for  Ward  \'  1 

[2*-i8.]  Ezekiel  Prict'  Esq^  one  of  the  Committee  relative  to 
Incumbrances  on  the  Dock  &  having  dt'sired  to  be  excusinl  from 
serving  he  was  accordingly  excused 

i  )eacon  Newel 
was  ap|)ointed  one  of   the  Coumiittee  relative  to  the   Dock  in  the 
room  of  M'.  Price 
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The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  one  Constable  and  the  same  having  been  brought  in  and 
sorted  it  Appeared  that 

M".  Calvin  White  —  excused 
was  chosen  Constable  for  the  year  ensuing 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  a  Committee  be  now  Appointed  to 
consider  and  Report  proper  Instructions  for  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  Inspection  and  Safety  of  this  Town  —  After  some 
debate  the  (Question  was  put  Viz'.  Whether  such  a  Committee  shall 
be  now  Appointed  by  the  Town — And  the  Question  being  ac- 
cordiagly  put  —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 
Voted,  that  the 

jjj^jjbie^  Sam'.  Adams  Esq"". 
Hon'"^  James  Otis  Esq''. 
Joseph  (Ireenleaf  P]sq^ 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

['^39.1  M^  William  ^rFaddeu 

chosen  a  Ilogreeve  for  the  year  ensuing  having  desired  to  be  ex- 
cused from  Serving  in  that  Office,  he  was  accordingly — excused, 

M'.  Timothy  Conner 
was  chosen  Hogreeve  for  the  Year  ensuing 

M^  Calvin  AVhite 
chosen  one  of  the  Constables  for  the  year  having  desired  to  be  ex- 
cused from  serving  in  that  Office,  he  was  accordingly  excused  by 
the  Town 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  one  Constable,  but  no  Votes  were  brought  iu 

The  Committee  Appointed  to  Consider  what  directions  were 
necessary  to  be  given  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspec- 
tion and  Safety  —  Reported  the  following  Resolve  —  Viz'. 

Whereas  by  a  Resolve  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth 
passed  on  the  thirteenth  of  February  Seventeen  hundred  seventy 
Six,  the  several  Towns  were  directed  and  impowered  at  their 
Aunuale  Meetings  in  March  to  clioose  a  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence Inspection  and  Safet}^,  whose  bussiness  (among  other  things) 
is  to  Communicate  matters  of  Importance  to  Committees  of  the 
Same  denominations,  to  any  Other  Town  County  or  States,  or  to 
the  General  Assembly  or  Council.  And  whereas  the  present  Cir- 
cumstances of  the  United  States  require  that  Committees  so  Ap- 
pointed should  use  their  utmost  industry  &  Care  [330.]  to 
effect  the  great  &  important  purpcjses  of  their  Appointment,  at  a 
time  when  interest  is  making  for  the  readmitting  Absentees  and 
Conspirators  to  return  into  tiiis  and  other  of  the  United  States  — 
therefor 

Resolved  — That  Tiiis  Town  will  at  all  times  (as  they  have 
done)  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  oppose  every  Enemy  to  the 
Just  Rights  and  Liberties  of  Mankind  :  And  that  after  so  wicked 
a  Conspiracy  against  those  Rights  and  Liberties  by  certain  In- 
grates.  Most  of  them  Natives  of  these  States,  and  who  have  been 
Refugees  and  declared  Ti'aitors  to  their  Country  —  It  is  the  Opin- 
ion of  this  Town,  tliat  they  ought  never  to  be  suffered  to  return, 
but  be  excluded  from  having  Lot  or  Portion  among  us 
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Aud  the  Coiiimittee  of  C'orrespomlL'Uce  are  hereby  requested  as 
by  the  Law  of  tliis  Commonwealth  they  are  fully "impowered,  to 
write  to  the  Several  Towns,  hi  this  Commonwealth,  and  desire 
them  to  come  into  the  same  or  Similar  Resolves,  if  they  shall 
think  fit 

The  foregoing;  Report  having  been  read  and  Considered  the 
Question  was  put  —  \'i/;.  Whether  tliis  Report  siiall  hi-  accepted  — 
Passed  in  the  Allirniative 

It  was  then  moved  and  Xotcd  that  the  aforegoing  Resolves  or 
Report  of  the  Committee  [*-i.*51.J  be  pul)lished  in  the  rublick 
News  Papers 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  when  this  Meeting  sliall  be  Adjourned,  it 
shall  be  to  the  same  Day  of  the  .May  Meeting.  3.  O  Clock  in  the 
Afternoon  — 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly 

Adjourned 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Male  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  liostou 
of  twenty  one  Years  of  Age  i.<:  upwards  qualilied  as  tlu'  Constitu- 
tion prescribes,  and  legally  warned  in  Pul)lick  'J'own  .Meeting 
Assembled  at  Faneuil  1 1  all  on  Monday  the  7"'.  Day  of  April 
Anno  Domini  17<s;) 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev'.  Joseph  Kckly 

AVarrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read 

Paragraphs  of  the  Constitution  or  form  of  doverment  relative 
to  the  choice  of  (ioveruor  Lieve'.  Governor  and  Six  Senators,  for 
the  County  of  Suffolk  were  also  read 

On  a  Motion  \'oted, 

That  the  Town  will  now  come  to  the  choice  of  a  (iovernor 
Lievetenant  (iovernor  and  six   Senators  for  the  County  of  Suffolk 

[*43'-i.]  It  was  then  declared  by  the  Selectmen  that  no  \'ot(> 
would  be  received  Itut  such  as  are  unfolded,  and  that  the}'  Pur- 
pose th(!  Poll  shoidd  be  closed  at  One  O  Clock 

It  was  then  moved  and  \'oted,  that  the  IJells  in  the  Town  be  set 
a  ringing  at  half  past  twelve  O'Clock 

Persons  Voted  for  as  Governor  witii  tlie  nundters  of  \'otes  foi- 
each  Person.  Viz'.  His  ]-Cxcellency  John  Hancock  Esq',  seven 
hundred  i.^  forty  seven  Votes —         Persons 

Voted,  for  as  (iovernor 

Votes. 

Hon''"',  dames  Bowdoin  Esq'.  00 

Hon''" .  lienjamin  Lincoln  I''sq'.  'rl 

Persons  X'oted,  for  as  Lieutenant  Governor  with  the  Number  of 
X'otes  for  eacli  Person.  \'iz'. 

Votfs. 

His  Honor  Thomas  Cnshing  Esq'.  721 

Hou'^'^  Elbridge  Gerry  Esq'.     ------  K).-) 

IIon'''^  Azor  Orne  Esq'.       -------  1 

Hon**'''.  James  Warren  Es(i'. 2 

Hon''''".  Samuel  .\danis  Esq'.     -----      -  1 

Persons  \oteil,  for  as  Senators  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  with 
the  number  of  \'otes  for  each  Person  —  Viz'. 
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Votes. 

Hon''"''.  Samuel  Adams  Esq''.    ------  S2'6 

Hon''"''  Jeremiah  Powell  Escf .   ------  732 

[*^33.]       Hon'''^  Caleb  Davis  Esq'-. 812 

Hou'''^  Cotton  Tufts  P^sq''.   -     - «16 

Hon"^  Jabez  Fisher  Esq''. 704 

Ebenezer  Wale?  Esq^     -     - 785 

Hon'''"'.  John  Pitts  Esq''. 176 

Hou'''^  Samuel  Dexter 125 

Hoa'^'*'.  Samuel  Nyles 23 

Hon"^'^.  Robert  T."^  Payne      -     - 1 

Hou^''^^.  James  Sullivan    --------  10 

Hon'''''.  Benjamin  Austin  Esq'.      -     -     _     .     .  9 

Hon'"^  William  Phillips       -------  21 

Hon'"'"'.  Benjamin  White  ICsq''.        -     -     .     .     _  4 

Hon^'^  James  Otis  Esq^ -     -  6 

John  Lovvel  Esq'.       --- 3 

John  Rowe  Esq''.  --- 7 

Samuel  Barret  Esq'.  -     -          -  2 

John  Barret  Esq''.             -     - 2 

Richard  C  ranch  Esq'.     --------  6 

'                        Thomas  Daws  Esq''.         - ,3 

Solomon  Lovel  Esq'.       .-.---..  4 

Nathaniel  Appleton  Esq''.    -------  1 

Attested  Copies  of  the  Persons  Voted  for  as  Governor  Luive- 
tanant  Governor  &  Senators  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  were  com- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  Inclosures 
sealed  up  in  Town  Meeting,  Superscribed  as  follows.  Viz'. 
For 
.Tohn  Avery  Jnu'.  Esq'. 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts 

[334.]     The  Number  of  Votes  of  the  Town  of  Boston  for  a 
Governor  Lievetenant  Governor  and  Six  Senators  for  the  County 
of  Suffolk  Certified  within  and  sealed  up  in  Town  Meeting- 
Then  the  Meeting  was 
disolved 


At  an  Adjournment  of  the  March  Meeting  to  this  Day,  the  In- 
liabitants  met  according  to  Adjournment   at  3.  O'Clock  Afternoon 

Ezekiel  Price  Esq'', 
in  the  Chair 

M'.  Zipheon  Thayer  chosen  one  of  the  Scavingers  for  the  year 
ensuing  having  desired  the  Town  to  Excuse  him  from  serving  in 
that  Otiice,  he  was  accordingly  excused 

M'.  Christo|)her  Clark  —  (excused)  —  was  chosen  a  Scavinger 
for  the  year  ensuing. 

i\P.  Clark  having  appeared  and  prayed  the  Town  to  excuse  him 
from  serving  in  that  Office  the  Year  ensuing  —  he  was  accordingly 
excused 

Cap'.  Gilbert  W.  Speakman —  (Svvorn)  — was  chosen  a  Scavin- 
ger for  the  Year  ensuing  for  Ward  N".  9 
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Tbe  Iiili;il)it!iiit.s  were  directed  lo  wiliidi  aw  ami  \)\-iuis,  in  tlieir 
Votes,  for  oue  C(Mistal)le  —  and  tlie  same  liaviui,^  been  liroiiiilit  in 
and  sorted  it  ai)[)eared  that 

yi' .  IJarlli".  Ihoders 
was  chosen  a  Constal)le  for  the  Yeareusuint; 

[*^.*{/5.]  iNIoved  and  Voted,  that  all  IVIatters  and  things  wiiirh 
leinain  unfinished  at  this  Meelin^  l)e  and  they  herein'  are  referred 
over  to  the  3Iay  jNIeetiug 

Moved  &  ^^)ted,  tluit  the  tlianivs  of  the    Toun   l;)e    and  hereby 
are  given  to  Ezekiel  Price  Ks([\  for  his  gootl  services  as  INIoderator 
Then  tlie  Meetinu"  was  dissolveil 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Fi-eeholders  t^  Oilier  Inhabitants  of  llie 
Town  of  IJostou  duly  tjualilied  and  legally  w.irncil  in  publick  Town 
Meeting  Assembled  at  Fanieul  Hall  on  Tuesday  the  G"'  Day  of 
May  Anno  Domini  ITtSo  10.  O'Cloek  in  the  Forenoon 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  liev''.  M'.  Clark 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read 

That  part  of  the  Constitution  or  Form  of  Government  wliieh 
relates  to  the  choice  of   Representatives  —  read 

Sundry  Laws  to  be  read  al  the  May  .Aleeting  —  were  aeconlingly 

—  read 

The  Town  having  determined  to  choose  Seven  Persons  lo  Kep- 
resent  them  in  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  to  be  held  at 
the  State  House  in  Hoston  [*-ii{(>.]  upon  tlie  last  Wednesday  of 
May  Current  Agreeal)le  to  the  Constitution  or  Fr;ime  of  (iovern- 
raent  of  the  Massachusetts — The  Inhabitants  were  accordingly 
directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their  \'otes  for  Seven  Repre- 
sentatives, and  then  it  was  tleclared  by  the  Selectmen,  that  no 
Votes  would  be  received,  but  such  as  arc  unfolded,  and  that  they 
purpose  the  Poll  shall  be  closed  at  twelve  (). Clock 

The  Votes  being  brought  in  for  Seven  Representatives,  the 
Number  of  the  same  were  found  lo  I)e  three  hundred  seventy  eiglit 

—  and  upon  sorting  lliem  it  Appeared   that  tlu-'following  (icntel- 
meu  were  chosen  by  a  ^lajority  of  said  Votes  —  \'i/.'. 

Votes 

Tiie  Hon'"'.  William  Phillips  Ksq^ ;5;57 

lion'''^  John  Pitts  P:sq'. ;il() 

Nathaniel  Appleton  Fsq^      ---------  2(1 1 

Hon"'''.  Caleb  Davis  Esq''. 30.] 

Thomas  Daws  Fscj'.     -.------.--  :]{]\ 

Tiiomas  Walley  Ksq^  -     -     - -i-i.') 

Hon''"'.  .lames  Sullivan  Es(i'.      -     - I'll 

Adjoui-ned  lo  Four  ()  Clock  in  the  Afternoon 

4  O'clock  in  the  Afternoon  Town  met  according  to  Adjourn- 
ment 

The  choice  of  Re[)resentatives  [*i87.]  being  over  and  declared 
by  the  Selectmen  the  Inhabitants,  were  directed  to  witiidraw  and 
bring  in  their  Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting  in  order  that 
the  Town  may  proceed  in  transacting  tiie  other   Affairs   mentioned 
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in  the  Warrant;  accordingly  the  Inhabitants  withdrew  and  brought 
in  their  Votes,  and  upon  sorting  them  it  Appeared,  that 

P^zelviel  Price  Esq"".  —  (excused) 
was  chosen  Moderator. 

M^  Price  having  informed  the  Town  that  he  was  prevented 
from  giving  his  Attendance  the  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  with- 
draw and  bring  in  their  Votes,  for  another  IModerator  and  the 
same  being  brought  in  and  sorted  it  appeared  tliat 

Thomas  Daws  Esq', 
was  chosen  Moderator  of  the  Meeting 

Moved  and  Voted,  that  a  Coraittee  be  now  chosen  to  draw  up 
and  Report  at  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting  a  Draught  of  In- 
structions for  the  Gentlemen  who  Represent  this  Town  in  the 
General  Assembly. 

Voted,  that  the  Hon"^  Sam:    Adams  Esq'. 
Ezekiel  Price  Esq^ 
Hon'''''.  James  Lovel  Esq''. 

['-^38.]  D^  Charles  Jarvis 

Joseph  Greenleaf  Esq^ 
be  appointed  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

M^  Thomas  Walley  chosen  one  of  our  Representatives  in  the 
General  Court  having  in  writing  declined  Serving  as  a  Represent- 
ative be  was  accordingly  excused  by  the  Town. 

The  Moderator  lade  before  the  Town  a  Letter  he  had  received 
from  tlie  Hon'"'''.  William  Philips  Esq"".  —  which  was  read. 

The  Committee  relative  to  Lauds  on  the  Neck,  being  Appointed 
by  the  Town  to  consider  the  Situation  of  said  Lands,  and  what 
improvement  can  be  made  of  these  Reported  —  and  the  said  Re- 
port having  been  read  &  considered,  and  also  announced  by  the 
Town  was  Accepted  as  follows  Viz*. 

That  the  Selectmen  be  impowered  to  lease  (for  as  short  a  time 
as  they  can  agree  on)  to  M''.  Nathaniel  Curtis  or  any  other  person 
a  Piece  of  Beach  Land  measuring  Ninety  five  feet  more  or  less  in 
length  and  lying  between  the  Land  and  Whartt'  of  said  Curtis  and 
the  Northeast  Corner  of  the  Eortification  and  such  part  of  the 
Land  Adjoining  as  the  Selectmen  shall  think  proper  on  condition 
that  such  Persons  shall  Covennut  to  Erect  a  Suhestantial  Sea  Wall 
of  Stone,  five  feet  ['^31).]  high  with  a  good  Capston  Top,  to  run 
from  said  Curtis's  ;  Whartf  to  the  Northeast  Corner  aforesaid,  and 
be  filled  in  with  dirt  so  as  to  level  the  Ground  from  said  Wall  to 
tlie  Street,  and  have  the  same  compleated  by  the  first  Day  of  No- 
vember next  ensuing 

That  it  is  of  immediate  importance  to  the  preservation  of  the 
Lands  remaining,  on  the  Easterly  side  of  the  Neck  that  a  Stone 
Wall  be  built  as  soon  as  possible  to  extend  from  the  Southerly 
Corner  of  the  Wood  Work  of  the  Fortification  to  the  head  of 
the  Dam  containing  About  one  Thousand  feet  in  Length,  and 
that  all  the  Ground  within  said  Wall  be  made  level  witii  the 
Pavement. 

And  in  order  to  have  this  most  necessary'  work  speedily  and 
elTectually  executed,  tlie  Town  impower  the  Selectmen  to  lay  out 
the   Lands  included  in  the  Above  Boundaries  into  Lots  of  Sixty 
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fei't  each  in  l-'ront  iiiid  nniiiiiiir  to  saUl  Wall,  anil  to  execiitc' 
Sullicient  Deeds  of  IJaigain  and  vSale  of  c\fry  otlier  of  said  Lois 
to  such  Person,  or  Persons  as  will  oontraete  for  tlieniselves  and 
Heirs  to  Erect  and  forever  nniintain  said  Wall,  and  preserve  the 
Ground  lyin<r  within  said  Limits  from  Decay. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \'iz'.  —  Whether  the  Town  will  take 

any  other  or  further  Measures  (or  preventing  or  removing  [24().] 

any  Incumbrances  or   Nusances  as  well  on   the  Common  as  in  the 

Streets  Lanes  or  High  Ways  of  the  Town  was  read  —  whereupon. 

\'oted,  that  W'".   Tudor    ------   (excused) 

Hon''''.  James  Sullivan  Ks(|'. 
Josiah  W^aters 

M'.  .lohu  Lowel excused 

Tho\  Daws  .Tun'.  Ks(j'. 
be  and  hereby  are  Appointed  a  Committee  for  the  [)ur|)Ose  afore- 
said and  they  hereby  are  Authorised  and  impowered  to  Confer 
with  the  Abutors  on  the  Town  Dock  relative  to  ihe  Title  ami 
Property  of  the  Lands,  or  any  Privileges  in  tlie  said  Dock,  as  also 
with  respect  to  any  Compensation  —  And  to  lvep<jrt  at  the 
Adjournment  of  this  Mei'ting 

M'.  Samuel  Kliot  Appointed  one  of  the  Committee  for  tilling  up 
the  Dock  having  desired  the  Town  to  excuse  him  from  serving  on 
that  Committee  he  was  accordingly  excused. 

M'.  Henry  Prentice  was  chosen  one  of  the  Committee  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid 

Moved  that  the  foregoing  Committee  for  fillinu-  up  the  Dock  -  - 
Viz'. 

CharK's  darvis  Esq'. 
Joseph  Barrel  Esq'. 
Thomas  Dawes  Esq''. 

r'^41.]  Nathaniel  Appleton  Es(i''. 

Deacon  Timothy  Xewell 
j\F.  Henry  Prentice 
be  desired  to  proceed  in  that  linsiness,  and  in  making  the  Head 
and  carrying  out  the  Draines  which  run  into  the  Dock,  in  Order 
for  the  immediate  filling  up  tiie  same  upon  the  best  terms  that 
ma}'  be  ;  and  also  fixing  the  Kails  and  Posts  for  the  better  accom- 
modation of  the  Market  Peo))le  ;  and  that  the  Expencies  of  the 
same  be  paid  out  of  tiie  next  'I'own  Tax. 

And  the  (.Question  being  Accordingly  jMit — Passed  in  the 
Affermative. 

Moved  anil  ^'oted,  that  the  Conunittee  Ap[)ointe(l  to  pi-epare  a 
Draught  of  Instructions  for  the  Gentlemen  who  Pepresent  this 
Town  in  the  (ieneral  Court;  have  an  Article  in  said  Draught, 
\'iz'. —  That  when  the  Representatives  are  met  in  (ieneral  Court 
they  pray  leave  of  tin;  Hous(;  in  behalf  of  tlu>  Town,  to  bring  in  a 
l>ill  for  removing  Newsances  and  Incumbrances  fi'om  Dock  S(|uare 
and  elsewhere,  and  also  regulating  the  Market. 

Moved,  and  Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  desired  to  Notcfy 
in  the  News  Papers  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting,  at  which  it 
will    be   considered   whether    the   Town   will   then    proceed   to  the 
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Choice  of  [34*5.]  two  Representatives  in  the  room  of  the  Geutel- 
meu  wlu)  luive  resigned  or  declined  serving- 
Adjourned  to  Tuesday  next  being  tlie   13"\    Day   of  May,    10. 
O  Clock  in  tlie  Forenoon 

May  lo'".  10.  O  Clock  Forenoon  Met  According  to  Adjournment. 
The  Selectmen  presided 

The  Town  took  into  consideration 

Whether  a  Gentelmau  should  now  be  chosen  to  Represent  the 
Town  in  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  in  the  room 
of  M^  Thomas  Walley  who  has  declined  serving  —  and  it  having 
been  determined  to  choose  one  Gentelman  in  the  Room  of  the  said 
M''.  Walley  who  has  resigned  —  It  was  then  moved  that  the  choice 
of  a  Representative  be  refferred  to  the  Afternoon,  and  that  it  is 
proposed  that  the  Poll  be  closed  at  4  O  Clock  Afternoon. 
Col".  Daws  took  the  Chair. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  &  to  Audit  Accounts  of  M^ 
Boyer  Town  Treasurer — Reported  and  the  Report  having  been 
read,  it  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  this  Rei)ort  be  recommitted. 

['-543.]  Tlie  Committee  Apiiointcd  to  prepare  a  Draught  of 
Instructions  to  the  Gentelmen  who  Represent  the  Town  in  the 
General  Court  Reported  a  Draught,  which  being  read,  it  was 
moved  and  'N^oted,  that  the  same  be  referred  for  consideration  to 
the  Afternoon. 

Adjourned  to  o  O'Clock  in  the  Afternoon 

3.  O'clock  in  the  Afternoon  INIet  according  to  Adjournment. 
The  Selectmen  presided 

Moved  &  Voted,  that  it  be  a  rule  at  the  present  Meeting,  that 
all  those  Persons  who  give  in  their  Votes  for  a  Representative, 
shall  enter  thellall  and  there  remaine  untill  the  Poll  shall  be  closed. 

Voted,  that  tiie  Vote  passed  in  the  Morning  proposing  that  the 
Poll  be  ch)sed  at  4.  O'Clock  be  reconsidered  and  it  is  proposed  that 
the  Poll  for  the  choice  of  a  Representative  be  closed  at  5.  O:  Clock 
this  Afternoon. 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  one  Representative. 

The  Votes,  being  brought  in  f»jr  one  Representative  the  number 
of  the  same  were  found  to  be  One  hundred  &  fourteen  —  and  upon 
sorting  them  it  Appeared  that 

John  Rowe  Est|'. 

Votes. 

was  chosen  by  a  ^Majority  of  Votes  ---------59 

[<i44.]  The  business  relative  to  the  choice  of  a  Representa- 
tive being  over 

Col".  Daws 
took  the  Chair. 

The  Report  of  Committee  for  draughting  Instructions  to  the 
Gentelmen  chosen  to  Represent  this  Town  in  the  General  Court 
again  taken  u[)  —  and  the  Draught  of  Instructions  having  been 
considered  paragraph  by  paragraph — was  accepted  by  the  Town, 
and  are  as  follows.      Viz'. 
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Oentelincii 

Having  nuidc  dioicc  of  von  to  Represent  tliis  Town 
in  tlie  General  Court  the  year  ensuing.  We  conliiie  in  your  Inlei;- 
rity  and  good  I'nderstanding  to  conduct  tlie  Puhlick  AlTaiisin  our 
Behalf,  in  such  Manner  as  to  promote  the  Interest  and  Safety  of 
the  Conitnonwealth  at  J^arge  and  of  this  Metro[)olis  in  particular.  It 
is  nevertheless  our  unalienable  Right  to  communicate  to  you  our 
Sentiments;  and  when  we  shall  judge  it  necessary  or  convt'nii'ut  to 
give  you  our  Instructions  on  any  S[)ecial  Matter,  and  We  expect  you 
will  hold  yourselves  at  all  times  hound  to  Attend  to  and  to  [tiJ:.">.] 
Oliserve  them.  You  will  constantly  bear  it  on  your  Minds,  that 
this  Commonwealth  is  free  Sovereign  and  IndepiMident ;  and  that  it 
retains  ever}'  Power  .Jurisdiction  and  Right  which  is  not  by  the 
Confederation  or  may  not  hereafter  by  the  People,  be  expresslv 
delegated  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  Asseml)led  —  You  will 
therefore  conceive  it  to  be  your  bounden  Duty  in  your  legislative 
Capacity,  to  exercise  the  Powers  of  the  Commonwealth  vested  in 
you  with  your  utmost  Wisdom,  to  guard  its  Rights  with  all  [)ossible 
\'igilance,  and  take  Care  that  its  sovereign  .luiisdiction  be  not 
im|)ared  or  unreasonably  delagated  to  Other  Persons,  besides  th(jse 
in  whom  the  Constitution  hath  vested  it  on  any  Pretence  whatever. 

Self  preservation  is  said  to  be  the  first  Law  of  Nature,  It  holds 
good  equally  with  Societies  and  Individuals,  you  will  therefore 
carefully  Advert  to  those  Principles  which  are  essential  to  the 
Preservation  of  a  free  Commonwealth.  In  this  you  will  be  greatly 
aided  by  our  excellent  Frame  of  (iovernment  and  the  Declara- 
tion of  Rights,  which  we  recommend  to  your  frecpient  Perusal  — 
There  we  find  it  to  l)e  the  express  Sentiment  of  the  Body  of  this 
People,  that  the  f)reservation  of  (iood  Government,  essentially 
[*;J4:(».]  dejjcnds  upon  Piety  Religion  and  Morality,  and  that  these 
camiot  be  generally  dit'fused  among  a  Conunuuity  but  by  the 
Institution  of  the  Public  Worship  of  (iod  —  That  Wisdom  and 
Knowledge,  as  well  as  \'irtue  are  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Peo[)le.  — That  it  is  the 
Duty  of  the  Legislators  and  Magistrates  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
cherrish  the  Interest  of  Literature  and  the  Sciences,  and  all  Sem- 
inaries of  them  esi)ecially  the  University  al  Cambridge,  Publick 
Schools  and  Grannnar  Schools,  in  the  Towns  —  That  Piety 
Justice,  ^Moderation,  Tem|)erance,  Industry  and  Frugalit}',  are 
absolutely  necessary  to  i)reserve  the  A<lvantages  of  Lil)erty  — 
These  are  the  Principles  of  our  Constitution,  which  it  was  incum- 
bent on  us  ver}'  particularly  to  attend  to  in  our  Choice  of  you  to 
represent  us  ;  a\u\  we  recjuire  of  you  the  Stiict  01)servance  of  thcui 
in  the  Part  you  shall  take  in  the  formation  of  all  Laws  Nt'cessarr 
for  the  good  Administration  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Commonwealth. 
AVe  shall  always  Submit  chearfully  to  Laws  formed  on  those  Prin- 
ciples, and  wish  for  as  perfect  a  [*-i-4:7.]  System  as  human 
Wisdom  can  contrive  ;  at  the  same  time,  as  faitlifiUl  Citizens,  we 
nmst  enjoin  it  upon  you,  to  use  your  utmost  InlUuenci',  that  the 
Act  of  this  Commonwealth,  intitled  an  Act  for  the  due  Observa- 
tion of  the  Lords  Day,  and  other  jx'ual  Laws  may  be  carefully 
revised,  that  Such  of  them  or  parts  of  them  as  are  rei)Ugnaut  to 
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the  Rights  and  Liberties  coutained  in  tlie  Constitution,  uia_y  be 
altered  and  amended  or  repealed. 

Moreover  in  the  aforesaid  Declaration  of  Rights,  the  impartial 
Interpretation  of  the  Laws,  and  Administration  of  Justice  are 
expressly  held  to  be  essential  to  the  Preservation  of  the  Rights 
of  every  Individul,  his  Life,  Liberty,  Property  and  Character ; 
We  therefore  expect  that  you  will  use  your  utmost  Endeavours 
that  all  due  Encouragement  be  given  to  the  Ministers  of  Justice: 
and  particularly,  that  an  honorable  Support  be  Afforded,  as  the 
Constitution  requires,  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 
You  will  also  take  Care  that  the  Three  Great  Powers  of  Govern- 
ment tlie  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial  be  kept  distinct 
Agreeable  to  the  Letter  of  our  Constitution,  and  the  Spirit  of 
every  free  [^48.]  Government  —  This  we  more  especially  remind 
3'ou  of,  inasmuch  as  we  believe  there  has  been  an  Interference  in 
tlie  Exercise  of  these  several  Powers  which  leads  to  a  fatal  Change 
of  a  free  Commonwealth  for  Tyranny  or  Anarchy  and  Con- 
fusion. 

You  will  always  remember  that  you  represent  a  Trading  Town  ; 
and  therefore  while  you  justly  give  your  Attention  to  every  Con- 
sideration which  may  lead  to  promote  Agriculture  in  its  utmost 
Extent,  you  will  not  fail  to  exert  yourselves  in  proposing  and 
enforcing  every  Measure  Adapted  to  cherish  and  extend  our 
Trade,  and  to  encourage  the  Fishery,  which  by  the  Blessing  of 
Heaven  is  secured  to  us  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  —  We  cannot  too 
warmly  express  our  Gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  who  hath  smiled 
on  the  virtuous  Struggles  of  the  United  States,  and  crowned  the 
Conflict  with  so  happy  a  Conclusion,  Our  Independence  is  con- 
firmed—  A  Blessing  for  which  Patriots  have  long  toiled  and 
Heroes  fought  and  Bled  —  Posterity  can  never  justly  charge  us 
with  tamely  surrendering  their  Rights  —  We  and  they  shall  be 
Free  so  long  as  we  shall  [249.]  deserve  Freedom  —  It  will  de- 
pend upon  our  Virtue — But  while  we  contemplate  the  Treaty 
in  general  with  pleasure  we  cannot  help  feeling  anxious  for  the 
Event  of  the  fifth  Article,  which  respects  those  Men  who  fled  from 
their  Country  when  their  Liberties  were  Invaded,  and  took 
Residence  in  the  Dominions  of  the  Invader,  Congress  only  can 
recommend — They  will  not  Obtrude  Citizins  on  an}'  of  the  States 
—  Much  less  declared  Traitors — We  give  it  to  you  as  our  Opinion, 
that  the  late  Conspirators  against  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of 
America  and  of  Mankind,  wliether  they  have  Actually  taken  up 
Arms  against  us  or  not,  who  have  taken  Shelter  in  the  Bosom  of 
our  Enemies,  that  Nation  which  has  exhausted  her  Wealth  and 
Strength  to  enslave  us  ought  never  be  suffered  to  Return,  but  to 
be  excluded  from  having  any  Lot  or  Portion  among  us. 

The  Committee  Appointed  to  confer  with  the  Abuttors  on  tlie 
Town  Dock  relative  to  the  Title  and  property  of  the  Lands ;  or 
any  Privileges  in  the  said  Dock  as,  also  with  respect  to  any 
Compensation  —  Reported  verbally  and  had  leave  to  Report 
again 

]Moved  and  Voted,  that  the   ['i.'iO.]   Instructions  Agreed   upon 
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to  1)('  given  tlie  <  .fiilK'nion  who  Represent  this  'I\)\vii    in    the  Oeii- 
i'val  Court  be  published  in  tiie  several!  News  Papers. 

IMoved  that  when  this   Meetini;-  shall    i>e  Adjourned,  it  siiall   be 
to  this  Day  three  Weeks.   10.  OCiocJc  Fore  noon. 
And  the  ^leetinu  was  accordingly 
Adjourned. 


Tuesday  June  .")''.  IT.s:;.  10.  ()'( 'lock  Foi-eiiooii.  luel  accordinu- 
to  Adjourninent 

Thomas  Daws  Es<i\  tiie  Moderator  oi'  tiiis  Meeting  beinu 
detained  at  th(;  (ieneral  Court,  a  M<jtion  was  made  aud  passed 
that  a  .Moderator  Pro  Tem".  be  now  clujsen  bv  a  Hand  \'ote. 

lienjamin  Kent  Es(l^ 
was  chosen  Moderator  of  tiiis  INIeeting  during  tiie  Absence  of    the 
Hon'''"'.  Samuel  Adams  Ks(J^  the  [Moderator 

It  was  moved  and  \'otetl,  that  this  jMeeting  be  Adjourm-d  to 
.'5.  ()  Clock  Afternoon  and  the  fleeting  was  accordingly  Ad- 
journed. 

;i.  O'clock  P:  M  .Met  according  to  .Vdjournment. 

[/i5l.]  lienjamin  Kent  Es(|'.  ch(;sen  a  .Aloderator  Pro.  Tern", 
being  Absent  it  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  anotlier  Moderator 
Pro  Tem".  be  now  chosen. 

dosepli  (ireeidealY  l^s(^^ 
was  chosen  Moderator  Pro  Tem".  by  a  Hand  \'ote 

The  Committee  A[)pointed  by  the  Town  to  examine  tile  IJooks 
and  Accompts  of  ]NP.  Peter  Hoyer  Town  Treasurer  to  .ALarch  the 
P'.  1  7<s;}  —  have  Attended  tiiat  service  aud  beg  leave  to  lvei)ort  as 
follows. 

That  they  find  the  Books  and  Accompts  of  said  'i'rea^urer  regu- 
larly ke[)t  and  posted  up  to  tlie  lirst  of  .March  IT.s.'i  Ity  which  it 
Ai)pears  that  he  charges  liimself  for  Taxes  received,  Peuts,  Sale 
of  New  Emission  Money,  and  State  Treasurers  Certificates  from 
the  first  of  ]\Iarcii  17'S2  to  the  first  of  March  17<s."i.  tlie  Sum  of 
Eigliteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  six  pounds  nineteen  Shill- 
ings and  four  Pence  iialf  Penny,  and  also  new  Notes  hand  issued 
in  lieuG  of  Old  ones,  wliich  lie  has  redeemed  and  charges  tlie  Town 
witli  to  the  Amount  of  Seven  Thousaml  and  tliirty  seven  Pounds 
fourteen  Sliilliugs  &  7*^.  Specie  tlie  wlioleof  s''.  two  Sums  Amount- 
ing to  .t'^.")  744.      I'-).      IIA     Specie 

['*5!w.J      And  s'^  Treasurer  dischai-ges  himself   from  the  Above 
Sums  in  the  following  manner 
Paid  on  the  Selectmens  Drafts  to  ^larch  1'.  1783 
Paid  on  the  Overseers  Draft  to  D'      .     -     -     - 
Paid  to  old  &  New  Creditors    f.'lo.So     11      C.J  | 

&        1102       o     0|  I 

Paid  Loan  Notes  given  to  Supply  Almshouse  - 

Paid  otfold  Notes  given  for  supply  ) 

of  the  Alms  House  \ 

Paid  Interest  of  Ditto - 
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Paid   Preiniums   ife  Abiiteineuts   made    to   the  | 
Late     Collectois,     Mess''".    Shaw,  Suinuer,  \ 


t);')!!! 


Thompson  &  Bayley  on  the  Settlement  of  [ 
their  Account                                                       j 
Paid  on  Account  of  New  Notes 44'J     15       2A 


£-25193       5 


Ballance    Remaining    in   the    hands   of    Peter") 

le  1^'  of  March  1 783  )- 


BoyerTown  Treasurer  the  1^' of  March  1783  ^         551       8       iU 
in  hard  Money  carryd  to  New  Account  J 


Specie  £25744      13     lU 

Your  Committee  have  carefully  &  in  a  Particular  Manner  Ex- 
amined the  Books  &  Accounts  of  said  Treasurer  also  the  Drafts  of 
the  Selectmen  &  Overseers  &  every  Other  publick  charge  &  find 
them  all  Right  Cast  &  proper  &  Sutlicient  Vouchers  of  every 
Charge. 

There  also  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  the  P'.  of 
March  1783  besides  the  Above  Ballance  Viz'. 

Dollars 

[*i53.]  In  New  Emission  Money  57323  N.E.  is!  719G  18  0 
In  old  Continental  Money  old  Curr^"  -  38202  7  8 
for  which  said  Treasurer  remains  Accountable  to  your  Committee 
Also  think  it  proper  to  inform  the  Town  that  it  Appears  by  the 
Treasurers  Books  that  there  remained  due  from  the  four  last  Col- 
lectors Viz'.  M'.  Bayley  M^  Williams  M''.  Parker  &  M"".  Fallass, 
the  first  March  1783  —  including  their  Premiums  the  following 
Sums  Viz'. 

From  M^  Bayley       - £564    12    Sf 

from  M^  Williams _     .     .     .       924      2    6f 

from  I\P.  Parker  ------------       903      0   8^ 

from  W.  Fallas 921    1!1    7!i 


Specie—  £3313  15  4i 
All  wliieh  is  humbly  Submitted  by  Thomas  IMelvill,  Thomas 
Walley,  John  Lowell.     Boston  May  1"'.  — 1783. 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  considered  —  the 
Question  was  put.  Viz'.  Whether  the  same  shall  be  accepted  Passed 
in  the  Affermative. 

The  Article  in  the  Warraui  for  March  Meeting  relative  to  a 
Grant  for  the  services  of  the  Present  Year,  Schoolmasters  Salaries 
&c  which  was  referred  over  to  this  Meeting  for  consideration  — 
was  read  —  whereupon  it  was  moved  &  Voted,  that  a  Committee 
be  appointed  to  consider  and  Report  wliat  Sum  of  Money  it  will 
be  necessary  [2.">4.]  for  the  Town  to  raise  in  order  to  defrey  the 
Expencies  of  the  Current  Year. 

Voted,  that  Edward  Payne  Esq"". 
M'.  Thomas  Walley 
Ezekiel  Price  Escf. 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  who  are  desired  to  make 
Report  at  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting. 

The  Committee  Appointed  to  confer  with  the  Abuttors  on  the 
Town  Dock  relative  to  Claims  Compensation  &c  :  —  made  a  Verbal 
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Report  —  vvbereiipon  it  was  .Mcjvcd — Thai  said  Commitloe  l)o 
desired  to  proceed  in  the  business  Assi<i;netl  tlieui,  and  make 
Report  thereof  to  the  Town  in  writins;  at  the  Adjournment  of  this 
Meeting  —  and  the  Question  being  accordingly  put — Passed  in 
tlie  Affennative 

The  Selectmen 
Appointed  a  Connnittee  to  Act  upon  tlie  List  of. Jurors. 

Moved  &  Noted,  tliat  wlien  this  IMi'cting  is  Ailjourned,  it  siiall 
be  to  next  Tluirsday  Seven  nigiit  .).  O'Clock  P:  M: 

.Moved  &  \'ote(,l,  tiiat  tiie  consideration  of  Schoolmasli-rs  Sahirys 
be  referred  to  the  Adjournment. 

Then  the  Meeting  was  Adjourned. 

[25.'>.]  Tluirsday  Tliiee  O  Clock  Afternoon  .Met  According 
to  Adjournment. 

The  Connnittee  Appointed  hy  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Boston  to  examine  the  Claims  of  the  Abuttors  on  the  Town  Dock 
have  Attended  that  service  and  beg  leave  to  Report 

That  the  Claimes  of  said  Abuttors,  as  well  as  the  Claimes  of  The 
Town  in  and  to  the  Dock  are  exceediug  lunnerous  Ancient  and 
perplexed,  and  that  the  Committee  have  gicat  reason  to  Sup|)ose 
there  is  a  very  considerable  Number  of  Deeds  and  Papers  touching 
the  Claimes  aforesaid  which  have  not  yet  been  exhibited. 

That  if  the  Committee  could  gain  possession  of  all  the  Papers, 
of  every  kind  relating  to  said  Claims  it  v.'ould  even  in  that  Case  re- 
quire such  a  length  of  Time  to  Obtain  a  final  and  determined 
Opinion  touching  the  Nature  and  (juantily  of  right  of  ditferent 
Claimants  as  would  have  the  Spccdij  purpose  for  whicii  the  Com- 
mittee was  chosen  unanswered. 

Besides  your  Connnittee  \vould  be  cautious  how  they  deside 
upon  the  right  of  any  Person  who  denies  all  Authoriety  to  [^.KJ.] 
determin  in  su(-h  case,  but  the  Authority  of  a  Court  Law. 

Upon  the  whole  the  Committee  having  considered  the  long  unin- 
terrupted possession  of  the  Abuttors  and  tiieir  Predecissois,  and 
having  looked  into  a  large  number  of  Deeds  and  Town  Records 
are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Town  has  little  more  than  a  right  in  com- 
mon to  that  part  of  the  Dock  meant  to  l)e  lilled  up,  and  that  it  is 
most  convenient  in  the  choice  of  dilliculties  to  make  some  compo- 
sition with  the  Abuttors  and  to  make  them  some  Offer  for  a  release 
of  their  right  be  that  more  or  less. 

Jamks  Sullivan 
-I<r.  WATKits  ,T^JN^ 
Thomas  Daavks  Ju"". 

The  aforegoing  IJeixjrt  iiaviiig  been  read  and  considi-red  the 
Question  was  put  —  \'iz'.  —  Wlietlier  tiie  same  shall  be  Accei)ted  — 
Passed  in  the  Atlirmative. 

Moved,  tliat  a  Conmiittee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Abut- 
tors on  the  Town  Dock,  and  Report  the  Sums  that  Such  Abuttors 
would  take  for  their  claim  to  the  Dock,  and  in  case  the  Abuttors 
do  not  mention  a  Sum,  then  the  Committee  and  Abuttors  shall 
agree  upon  three  Persons  to  value  said  Claim;?  and  Report  the 
same  at  the  [;<J57.]  Adjournment  of  this  .Meeting  —  And  the 
Question  being  accordingly  i)ut —  Passed  in  the   Atlirmative. 
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Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  and  hereby  are  Appointed  a  Com- 
mittee for  the  purposes  Aforesaid 

Tlie  Committee  Appointed  to  consider  and  Report  what  Sum  of 
Money  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Town  to  raise  in  order  to 
defrey  the  Expencies  of  the  Current  Year  Reported  —  And  the 
Report  having  been  read  it  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  the  consid- 
eration of  this  Report,  aud  all  other  matters  which  remain  unfin- 
ished to  be  referred  over  to  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting- 
Moved,  that  when  this  Meeting  is  Adjourned  it  shall  be  to  this 
Day  seven  Night  —  3.  O'Clock  Afternoon 

Voted,  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  directed  to  Notif}'  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  business  of  the  Adjournment  —  Viz'. — To  grant  tlie 
Sum  of  Money  necessary  to  defrey  the  Expencies  of  the  Current 
Year,  aud  also  the  Salares  of  Schoolmasters  Town  Treasnrer  &c 

Adjourned  to  Thursday  the  I'J"'.  of  June  Instant.  3.  OClock 
Afternoon. 

[358.]  Thursday  the  19'^.  Day  of  June  3.  O. Clock  in  the 
Afternoon  the  Town  met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Committee  Appointed  to  consider  what  Sum  of  Money  is 
necessary  to  be  raised  for  defreying  the  Expencies  of  the  Current 
year —  Reported  as  follows  Viz'. 

That  it  appears  by  the  Treasurers  Books  aud  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Treasurers  Accounts,  there 
remained  unpaid  of  the  Selectmen  and  Overseers  Draughts  on  the 

first  of  March  last £2020  0— 

To  discharge  this  Sum  there  was  in  the 

Treasury   in  Money £550  "^  -i-iri 

Due    from    the    Collectors  deduct',   their]    „.„   [ '_ 

Premiums  and  Abatem".  About  8  p  C.  j  ) 

Remains  due  to  Compleat  the  Draughts    of    the  )  ,^^.  . 

last  Year -     -     -     -|'* 

To    pav  for  New    School  House  —  since   drawn  )     „.. 

tor   ---- -.-      -j 

To    pay    the  Town    Clerk     for   three    years  — •  |  lOOO 

past  ---- -j  

2200 
For  the  Expences   of    the    Curr'.    vear    School- 
masters Salaries £1 200 

Watchmen    £7(jO    Town    Treasurer    and   Town)  ,.,.,. 

Clark  £400 .     .  |  ^  ^  '^ 

[359.]        Assessors  —  £G<)0  — ■  Premium     for  )  .  ^   „ 

Collecting   -     -     -     -     £G00  -     -     -     -     -     -  |  ^"  ^ 

6  p  C.  Abatement  on  £25000 1500 

Repairing  the  Streets,  Buildings  and  other  Con-  |    r,,„ 

tingent  Charges  at  least     -------  )     ' 

For  Posts  Rails  &c  for  the  Market  Square  and  \     ^-^^ 

filling  up  the  Dock  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Taxes  > 

exclusive  —  of    the  Abuttors  Claims  ) 

£r.0G0 
To  pay  the  Overseers  Draughts  for  the  Alms-  \  2000 

house j  

£10260. 
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111  this  Estimate  no  Pi'ovision  is  iiuide  to  p:iy  aiiv  part  of  the  o\<\ 
debts  either  priiici|ial  or  interest  except  tlic  Xiw  l^inission  Moiit-v 
is  Sold  for  the  purpose  of  payin<;  thi-  Interest  on  the  Notes,  that 
have  been  broiiuiit  in  anil  renewed. 

This  Sum  of  i'lO^tiO the  Coiuniiltee  are  of  0[)inion  will  be 

necessary  —  whether  the    Inhabitants  can   i)ay  a  lariicr  or  even   so 
Large  a  Sinn  in   Addition  to  the  State  Taxes,  is  siibniitled  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Town —  Kduartl  Pavne 
The  State  Tax  is  upwards                                       Thomas  Wailev 
of  £17000.  K/.ekiel  Price 

The  aforegoing  Report  having  been  read  and  Considered,  it  was 

moved  that  "the  Sum  of    t:iO,;>00 lawfid  .Money  be  [*i(>().] 

raised  by  a  Tax  on  the  lidial'ilants  to  defry  the  Expencies  of  the 
Town  the  Current  Year  —  and  the  ()uestion  being  accordinglv  put 
—  Passed  in  the  Allirmalive. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  Above  V<He  for  raising 
t'10,200  —  for  the  defreying  the  Charges  of  the  Current  year  be 
reconsidered  —  also 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Nine  thousand  Pounds  lawt'id  IMonev  be 
raised  by  a  Tax  upon  the  I'oUs  anil  Pateal)le  Estates  of  "^  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Town  in  order  to  defrey  the  necessary  Ex- 
pences  of  the  Current  Year. 

Moved,  that  a  Committee  be  now  Appointed  to  consider  and 
Re[)ort  what  they  shall  .ludge  to  be  proper  and  ade([uate  Salaries 
for  the  Schoolmasti'rs'  and  Town  Treasurer  the  present  Year  — 
And  the  (^uestiou  being  accordingl\  i)Ut — -Passed  in  the  AtYerma- 
tive  —  also 

Voted,  that  ^P.  Thonuis  Wailev  excused 

]\P.  John  Lowell 
M^  Joseph  Kussel 
Joseph  liarrel  Es(^^ 
be  a  Committee   f(^r  the   pur[)Ose  aforesaid  to   Peport  at  the  Ad- 
journment. 

Moved  that  when  this  .Meeting  is  Adjourned  it  shall  be  to  this 
Dav  fortnight  ['.i<>l.]  •■!.  O  Clock.  Afternoon,  being  tlie  .")''.  Day  of 
.Inly 

And  tlie  .Meeting  was  aceordintrlv  Adjourned 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Fieeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  duly  (pialilied  and  legally  warned  in  j)ublick 
Town  INIeeting  xVssembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Thursday  the  I'.i^'. 
Day  of  June  Anno  Domini  ITS.'].  4.  O'Clock  in  the  Afternoon 

Warrant  for  calling"  the  Meeting  was  read. 

The  Precept  received  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Pepre- 
.sentatives  for  the  choosing  one  Person  to  Peiiresent  tiiis  Town  in 
the  General  Court  this  present  year  in  the  Room  of  the  Hon'''''. 
John  Pitts  Es<i''.  who  lias  been  Elected  Senator  and  accepted  the 
Trust  —  was  read  —  and  .Vfter  some  debate  had  thereon 

It  was  moved,  that  ttie  Town  proceed  to  make  choice  of  one 
Person  to  Represent  this  Town  in  the  (lencral  Court  of  this 
Coinmoiiwealth   for  llie   present  Year  in   room   of  the  Hon''"'.  John 
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Pitts  Escf .  who  has  been  Elected  Senator  and  Aocepted  [363.] 
the  Trust — And  the  Question  being  accordingly  put  —  Passed  in 
the  Negative. 

It  was  then  moved  that  this  Meeting  be  dissolved. 

And  the  Meetino-  was  accordingly  dissolved. 


At  an  Adjournment  of  the  May  Meeting  July  o''.  1783. 
3.  O  Clock  in  the  Afternoon. 

Joseph  (ireenleaf  Escf. 
in  the  Chair 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  —  Viz^  ''To  consider  the  request 
of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  that  no  Person  whatever  be 
sutfered  to  sell  pickeled  Meat  Butter  or  Wet  Provisions  of  any 
kind  whatever  in  the  Market  &c — was  read  —  as  also  the  Petition 
to  the  Selectmen,  requesting,  that  said  Article  might  be  inserted  in 
the  Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  whereupon  after  some 
debate  it  was  moved,  and  Voted,  that  the  further  consideration  of 
this  Article  be  deffered. 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant.  Viz'.  "To  consider  of  some 
speedy  method  for  payment  of  the  Expeuce  incurred  by  Build- 
ing the  New  School-house,"  was  read,  and  After  some  debate,  the 
Town  declined  Acting  upon  said  Article 

[363.]  The  Article  in  the  Warrant,  Viz'. — To  consider  the 
Request  of  the  Constables  that  some  recompeuce  may  be  made 
them  for  services  rendered  the  Town  in  that  Office  "  —  was  read  & 
considered;  whereupon  the  Question  was  put.  Viz'. — AVhether 
the  said  Request  shall  be  granted —  Passed  in  the  Negative. 

The  Committee  Appointed  to  consider  and  Report  what  they 
should  Judge  Adequate  Grants  to  the  School  Masters  for  the 
present  Year  —  having  Reported  to  the  Town  as  their  Opinon 
that  the  Same  Allowances  be  made  the  Several  Schoolmasters  for 
their  services  the  present  Year  as  were  made  them  the  last  Year 
—  the  following  Votes  were  passed  — Viz'. 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds,  be  allowed  and 
paid  unto  M'.  Samuel  Hunt  for  his  Salary  as  Master  of  the  South 
Grammar  School  the  present  year  to  commence  the  first  of  March 
last,  the  same  to  be  paid  him  (.Quarterly  as  it  shall  become  due. 

Voted,  that  the  Sura  of  two  hundred  Pounds  be  allowed  and 
paid  unto  M'.  Nathan  Davis  lor  his  Salary  as  Master  of  the  North 
G rammer  School  the  present  Year,  commencing  from  the  first  of 
March  last  tlie  same  to  be  paid  him  Quarter!}'  as  it  shall  become 
due. 

[364:.]  Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  and  Ninety 
Pounds  be  allowed  and  paid  unto  M'.  James  Carter  for  his  Salary 
as  Master  of  the  Writing  School  in  Queen  Street  the  pi'esent  Year 
commencing  from  the  first  of  March  last,  the  same  to  be  paid  him 
Quarterly  as  it  shall  become  due. 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  and  Ninety  Pounds,  l)e 
allowed  and  paid  unto  M''.  James  Tileston  for  his  Salary  as  Master 
of  the  North  Writing  School  the  present  year,  the  same  to  be  paid 
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liira  Qimrterly  as  it  sluill  hccoiiu;  due  ami  to  comiiionco  from   the 
first  of  Mtux'li  last. 

\'otcd.  that  tlio  Sum  <>('  Om;  imiidred  :md  Ninety  Pounds  he 
allowed  and  [)aid  unto  M\  ,Iohu  N'inal  for  liis  Salary  as  Master  of 
the  Writing  School  in  the  Common  the  present  year,  the  same  to 
be  paid  him  Quarterly  as  it  shall  become  due,  and  to  commence 
from  the  first  of  March  last 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  Poiuuls  be  allowed  and 
[laid  unto  M'.  Samuel  Payson  for  his  Salary  as  I'sher  of  the  South 
(Jrammer  School  for  the  present  Ycnir  the  Same  to  l)e  paid  him 
Quarterly  as  it  shall  liecome  due,  and  to  connuence  from  the  first 
of  March  last 

r'i(>.">.]  N'oted.  that  M'.  John  Tileston  Master  of  the  North 
Writiuo-  School  be  allowed  for  House  Kent  the  present  year  the 
Sum  of  forty  Pounds,  the  Same  to  be  paid  him  (Quarterly  as  it 
shall  become  due  and  to  connnence  froju  the  first  of  .Alarch  last 

Voted,  that  M"".  Nathan  Davis  Master  of  the  North  (irammer 
School  be  allowed  for  House  Kent  the  Present  Year  the  Sum  of 
Forty  Poiuuls,  the  same  to  be  paid  him  Quarterly  as  it  shall 
become  due  and  to  commence  from  the  first  of  March  last 

V^oted,  that  M"".  John  \'inal  Master  of  the  Writing  Scliool  in  the 
Common  be  allowed  for  House  Kent  the  present  Year  the  Sum  of 
forty  Pounds,  the  same  to  be  paid  him  (Quarterly  as  it  shall  l)e- 
come  due  and  to  connnence  from  the  first  of  March  last 

Voted,  that  M^  Peter  Boyer  be  allowed  and  [)aid  the  Sum  of 
Two  hundred  Pounds  for  his  Services  as  Treasurer  the  present 
Year,  the  same  to  be  paid  him  (Quarterly  as  it  shall  become  due 
and  to  commence  the  first  of  3Iarch  Last 

[*^<5(>.J  The  Committee  Ai)[)(jin(ed  to  confer  with  the  Abutters 
on  the  Town  Dock  relative  to  any  Claims  of  Priviledge  etc  in  said 
Dock  being  called  upon  to  Report  —  informed  the  Town  that  they 
were  not  as  yet  at)le  to  make  Keport. 

Moved  that  a  Committee  i)c  now  ap[)()inte(l   to  take  into  con>id- 
eration    what    is    still    due    to    David    Jeffries    Ks(J^     late    'iOwn 
Treasurer  for  his  Services  in  that  Ollice  and   to  Keport  at  the  .Vd- 
journment  if  any  or   at  the  next  Town    Meeting  —  The  Question 
being  accordingly  put  —  Passed  in  the  Allirmative. 
Voted,  that  M'.  Thomas  Walley 
M^  John  i>()wel 
M^  Henry   Prentice 
be  a  Committee  for  the  piu'pose  aforesaid 

Voted,  that  all  Matters  ct  things  which  remain  unfinished  at  this 
Meeting  be  referred  over  to  the  next  general  Town  [Meeting  that 
shall  be  called  then  to  be  act'nl  upon 

Then  the  Meeting   was  dissolved 


■  At  a  Meeting  of  the   Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  diUy  qualified  it  legally  warned   in   [*^(»T.]    Pnb- 
lick  Town  Meeting  Assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  on   Fryday  the  -l"*. 
Day  of  July  Anno  Domini  ITHi)  —  10.  O. Clock  in  the   Forenoon 
Warrant  for  calling  this  Meeting  was  read 
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The  Hon''*'".  James  Sullivan  Esq'',  was  chosen  INIoderator  of  this 
Meeting  &  took  his  Seat  accordingly. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Town  the  Tenth  of  ]\Iarch  last 
to  Apply  to  a  proi)ei'  Gentelman  to  deliver  an  Oration  on  the  tburth 
Day  of  July  Instant  (in  such  Place  as  the  Town  shall  determine  to 
be  most  convenient  for  the  purpose)  it  being  a  Day  ever 
memorable  in  the  Annals  of  this  Country  for  the  Declaration  of 
our  Independence 

Reported 

That  having  met  several  times  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
the  Town  Vote,  they  have  unanimously  made  choice  of  D''.  John 
Warren  to  deliver  an  Oration  on  the  fourth  of  July  Instant,  who 
had  accordingly  accepted  of   that  service 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read,  the  same  was  accepted 
by  the  Town 

Upon  a  Motion  the  T'owu  took  into  consideration  when  would  be 
the  best  time  [3(>8.]  to  have  the  Oration  pronounced  ;  as  also 
what  place  would  be  most  suitable  for  the  purpose  whereupon 

Voted,  that  tlie  Oration  be  delivered  at  D^  Coopers  Church  in 
Brattle  street,  the  Kail  not  being  capacious  enough  to  receive  the 
Inhabitants  that  Attend  U[)on  the  Occasion  —  also 

Voted,  that  William  Tudor  Esq"'. 
Thomas  Daws  Esq''. 
Ebenezer  Hancock  Esq"", 
be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  D''.  John  Warren,  and  acquaint  him 
that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Town,  that  the  Oration  may  be  delivered 
at  D'',  Coopers  Church  as  soon  as  the  Religeous  Exercises  as  di- 
rected l)y  the  Gen'.  Court  are  ended,  as  also  to  Ask  leave  of  the 
Coiumittee  of  said  Church  for  the  use  of  that  Building 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned  to  Satur- 
day next,  12.  — O'clock  at  Noon  then  lo  met  in  this  Place 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned 

Saturday  the  5"\  Day  of  July  12.  O'Clock  at  Noon  —  Town 
Met  According  to  Adiournment 

['-i (>!).]  ■        An  Oration 

To  commemorate  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica was  delivered  by  D''.  John  AVarren  at  D''.  Coopers  Church  on 
the  Yesterday  to  a  large  and  crouded  Assembly,  that  Day  being 
the  Anniversary  of  said  Independance 

On  a.  Motion  Voted,  that  Tiie  Selectmen 
be  and  hcrelj}'  are  appointed  a  C'ommittee  to  wait  on  Docf.  John 
"Warren,  and  in  the  Name  of  the  Town  to  Thank  him  for  the  learned 
and  elegant  Oration  delivered  by  him  Yesterday  at  the  Request  of 
the  Town  upon  the  Anniversary  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  which  according  to  the  Institution  of  the 
Town  he  considered  the  feelings,  manners,  and  Principles  which 
lead  to  that  great  National  Event  —  And  to  request  of  him  a  Copy 
thereof  for  the  Press. 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that 

The  Gentelmen  the  Selectmen  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a 
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Coniinittc'c  to  Apply  to  soiiu-  Lcaniol  aii<l  Alilc  CicMitflinaii  to 
(Iclivt'i-an  Oration  on  the  1"'.  of  .Inly  I7.sl  that  Day  lining  the  Aii- 
niversary  of  the  Indkpknuknck  of  the  rnittMJ  [*i7<).]  States  of 
America,  wherein  the  ()i'at(jr  is  to  consider  the  feelings  manners 
and  principles  which  lead  to  this  great  National  i'Aciit,  as  well  as 
the  important  and  happy  lOffects  wluahcr  gmeral  or  Domeslicc 
which  have  already  and  will  forevei-  continne  to  Mow  from  that 
Aus[)icions  Epoch. 

Then  the  Aleetins;  was  dissolve(l 


At  a  Meeting  <jf  the  Fri'eholders  and  Other  Iniiaiiitants  of  the 
Town  of  lioston  dniy  (lualilicd  and  legally  \v:irne(l  in  [luhliek  Town 
Meeting  Assenihlecl  at  Fanenil  Hall  on  .Monilav  the  Jl"'.  Day  of 
Augnst  Anno  Domini  17<s.>  —  ;>.  O'Chjck  P..M. 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  was  reail. 

.Moved  iK:  Voti'd.  that  a  Moderator  for  this  iMeetinu;  lie  chosen 
by  a  Hand  \'ote. 

The  Hon'''.  Ivobert  Treat  I'aine  lvs(i'.  was  chosen  .Moderator, 
but  being  by  his  ilesire  excused  from  serving 

Thomas  Dawes  P^scj'. 
was  chosen  ^loderator,  and  to(jk  the  Chaii'  accordinglv. 

[*i71.]  The  Petition  of  a  Nnmber  of  I'liysicians  for  leave  to 
Elect  an  Inocnlating  Ilosi)ital  at  Ap|iU'  Jsland  tS:c  —  Viz'. 

To  The  Freeh(^lders  c^  Othei'  Irdial)itants  of  the  Town  of  r>ostou 
in  i)nb!ick  Town  Meeting  Assembled. 

When  the  People  of  this  Commonwealth  were  a  part  of  the 
Uritish  Nation,  and  conse(piently  were  connecteil  in  Connnerce 
only  with  that  Kingdom,  their  Islands  and  Connlries,  it  ha[)pene(l 
l»y  this  interconrse,  that  nearly  once  in  ten  years  that  distructive 
Disorder  the  Small  Pox  made  its  Appearance  in  this  Metropolis, 
sweeping  from  the  Stage  in  its  progress,  the  enterprising  Mer- 
chant the  l)nsy  Mechanic,  and  the  valnable  Patriot,  before  leave 
could  be  obtained  to  mitigate  its  Severity  by  the  Hand  of  the 
Inoculation.  — The  Inhabitants  flew  from  the  face  of  the  destroyei" 
and  with  them  a  very  iuiportant  Part  of  the  Trade  of  this  .Metrop- 
olis, which  has  scarcely  at  this  day  returned,  since  we  have  now 
Opened  an  Intercoiu'se  with  the  Nations  of  Europe  and  all  the 
Islands  in  the  West  Indies,  may  we  not  justly  exjiect  this  disorder 
will  be  much  oftner  Ijrought  among  us  which  will  occasion  an 
Obstruction  in  Trade  very  injurious  to  a  large  Connnercial  City; 
to  prevent  these  Evils  in  future,  whi(;h  we  conceive  may  lie  etTected 
l)y  an  Appropriation  of  some  convenient  place  for  Inoculation, 
where  every  Pt'rson  who  wishes  to  pass  through  [•T'i.]  the  Dis- 
order may  without  any  danger  to  that  part  of  the  Connnunity  who 
from  Inlirmity  or  disinclination  would  Chiise  to  Avoid  it. 

The  Subscribers  bi'g  leave  to  Petition  for  Lilierty  to  cairv  on 
the  Business  of  Innoculation  upon  Apple  Island  it  Ix'ing  a  very  Safe 
and  convenient  Situation;  or  some  Other  place  within  the  .Juris- 
diction of  the  Town  in  the  neighbourhood  of  said  Island,  and  to 
be   under  such  regulations  as  the   Law  directs,  as  they  doulit  not 
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the  Tow'u  will  be  convinced  of  the  Utility  of  the  Institution  they 
therefor  with  pleasure  submit  to  their  wise  consideration. 
And  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bountl  will  ever  pray 

John  Wauken 
Thomas  Welsh 
Aaron  Dexter 
John  Bartlett 

The  foregoing  Petition  having  been  read,  and  considered,  it  was 
Moved,  and  the  (Question  Accordingly  put —  Viz'.  — Whether  the 
Town  consent  and  Approve  of  the  busines  of  Inoculation  being 
carried  on  upon  Apple  Island —  Passed  in  the  Affermative 

The  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Chelsea  relative  to  their  being 
reannexed  to  the  Town  of  Boston,  was  laid  before  the  Town  and 
is  as  follows  Viz'. 

[373.]  To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston  the  Ad- 
dress and  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Chelsea  Humbly  Sheweth. 

That  having  for  the  Space  of  Forty  five  years  experienced  many 
disadvantages  from  a  Small  Incorporation,  which  at  first  was  un- 
fairly Obtained  ;  and  being  now  greatly  reduced  and  imi)overished 
by  a  very  unequal  proportion  of  Public  Taxes  which  was  Assigned 
us  through  the  Ignorance  of  our  Representative  in  the  year  1781  — 
And  although  the  Hon.  General  Court,  has  for  the  present  Adjusted 
our  valuation  nearly  to  an  equality  with  the  (3ther  Towns  in  the 
Country  —  Yet  we  find  ourselves  in  Absolute  need  of  protection 
and  security  from  Such  evils  for  the  future  Superior  to  what  we 
are  capable  of  exerting  for  ourselves  — And  thei-efore  we  take  the 
Liberty  respectfully  to  Address  you  on  the  Subject  of  a  reunion, 
that  we  may  once  more  be  considered  as  a  branch  of  this 
^letropolis. 

We  have  long  regretted  a  Seperatiou  which  has  proved  the 
source  of  such  ruinous  consequences  to  us  ;  And  if  no  consider- 
ation of  detriment  or  Additional  Ciiarge  should  A[)pear  in  your 
discernment  to  Accrue,  we  can't  but  hope  from  the  generous  and 
public  Spirit  which  has  Alwnys  distinguished  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Metropolis,  that  this  [t^T-l.]  Address  will  be  thought  worthy 
of  your  Attention  at  least  so  far  as  to  favour  us  with  a  conferance 
upon  the  Subject  by  a  Committee. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray  &c. 
Phh^ip  Payson 
Samuel  Sargent 
John  Sale 


Committee  in 
the  Name  and 


Joshua  Cheever   I         belialf  of  the 
Samuel  Clark      J         Town. 

The  foregoing  Petition  having  been  read,  and  debate  had 
thereon,  it  was  moved  and 

Voted,  that  the  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Chelsea  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  to  Consider  the  Same,  and  that  the  said  Committee  be 
directed  to  Confer  with  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Chelsea  on 
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the  SuhjocL  matti'v  thcrof)!',  niul  to  Report  a.s  Soon  as  may  bo  — 
also 

Voted,  uiianiinously  that 

The  (ientehiien  the  Seh'ctineii  bo  a  Coiiimilteo  for  the  i)iirj)oso 
aforesaid. 

The  Artich;  hi  the  NVarraiit  \'i/.'.  To  eoiis'uh'r  what  aih)\vanfos 
shall  be  made  tlie  Assessors  for  tlieir  Seivux-s  the  present  Year." 
was  read  —  whereupon  it  wtis  moved  and 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  niaivc  such  Allowance 
to  the  Assessors  [*^7/>.]  for  tiieir  service  as  tiiev  may  Judge 
proper;  provided  such  allowance  does  not  exceed  the  Sum  of  six 
Shillings  p  Day  for  said  Services 

Voted,  that  all  ^Matters  &  things  whicii  remain  unlinisheil  at 
this  Meeting  be  referred  over  to  the  next  Cieiieral  Town  Meeting 
that  may  be  called  then  to  be  Acted  upon. 

Voted,  that  the  thanks  of  tlie  Town  lie  given  to  Thomas  Daws 
Es(['.  the  Moderator  for  his  good  Services 

Then  the  INIeetin"-  was  dissolved. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freelioldei-s   and  other   Inhabitants   of   tlie 
Town  of  Uoston  duly  qualilied  and  legally  warned  in  publick  Town 
Meeting  Assembled   at   Fanuiel    Hall    on  Fryday  the   2".t"'.  Day  of 
August  Anno  Domini  IT-S.'i — -o.  (). Clock  in  the  Afternoon 
Warrant  for  culling  the  Meeting  —  read 

The  Inhabitants  were  directed  to  withdraw  and  bring  in  their 
Votes  for  a  Moderator  of  this  Meeting,  and  the  same  being 
brought  in   and  sorted,  it  Appeared  that 

Thomas  Daws  l^sq"". 
was  chosen  INIoderator,  unanimously 

On  a  Motion  the  Petition  of  a  number  of  a  Number  of  Gentle- 
men, to  the  Selectmen  for  calling  a  Meeting     -     -     -     read 

[^7;>  A.]      Tlie  Article  in  tlie   Wan  ant  \'iz'.  —  To    consider 
whether  any  thing  shall   be  done   res[)ecting  the   Land  at  Olivers 
Dock  laid  Waste  by  the  lale  Fire"  —  was  read,  whereupon  it  was 
moved  and  \'oted — That  a    Committee   be   Appointeil    to   confer 
with  the  Owners  of  Laud  near  Olivers   Dock  made  vacant  by  the 
late  Fire,  and  Report  to  tlu'  Town  at  the  Adjournment,  the  Terms 
on  whicli  the  Owners  will  dispose  of  their  said  Lands  also 
\'oted,  that  Thomas  Daws  Ksq"".  Moderator 
.Joseph  Harrel  Ksq. 
Nathaniel  Ap|)letoii  Ksq"". 
Nathaniel  Lalch 
Nathan  l-'razier  Fsq^ 
be  a  Committ(>e  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \'iz'.  '-To  consider  what  measures 
shall  be  taken  to  enforce  the  good  and  wholesome  Laws  ri\spret- 
ing  l)uilding  with  Wood"  —  was  read  whereupon 

Voted,  that  lion''''.  Robert  T.  Fayne  Esq". 
.John  Lowel  Fs(f. 
William  Tudor  Esq'', 
bo  a  Committee   to  examine    the    Laws   relative    to   new   Wooden 
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lUiildings  erected,  and  to  Report  a  Draught  of  a  Law,  which  may 
be  efectual  to  prevent  the  evil  complained  of 

['iTiJ.J  The  Article  in  the  Warrant  Viz'.  "To  consider  what 
measures  shall  be  taken  to  enforce  tlie  go(xl  and  wholesome  Laws 
for  preventing  the  tiring  Small  Arms  at  the  bottom  of  the  Common 
on  tlie  Neck  and  else  wliere  within  the  Limits  of  the  Town,"  was 
read  whereupon 

Voted,  that  tlie  Gentelmen 
The  Selectmen 
l)e  directed,  immediately  to  employ  three  Persons  to  see  the  l^aws 
carried  into   execution  for  prevention   of    the   dangerous  i)ractice 
complained  of 

The  Conniiittee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Abuttors  on  the 
Town  Dock,  relative  lo  a  compensation  for  their  Claims,  Reported 
Verbally  —  That  they  had  not  as  yet  conferred  with  all  the  Abut- 
tors so  as  they  can  now  make  a  full  Report  to  the  Town,  but  hoped 
they  should  be  able  to  do  it  at  the  Adjournment  whereu])on 

Moved  tfc  Voted,  that  tlie  Selectmen  be  desired  to  make  as  full 
a  Report  as  may  be  relative  to  this  matter  at  the  Adjournment  of 
this  Meeting 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant.  Viz'.  "To  consider  what  further 
measures  shall  he  taken  for  the  security  of  the  Town  by  Night  — 
was  read  —  whereupon 

\_21(j  A.]      Voted,  that  M'.  Sam:   Whitwell 
John  Sweetser  Esq''. 
/  M'-.  Nath'.  r.alch 

Nath'.  Appleton  Escf. 
Joseph  Barrel  P^sq"". 
Thomas  Daws  Est]''. 
M^  Henry  Prentice 
be  a  Committee  to  consider  this  Article  of   the   Wan-ant  and  Re- 
port at  the  Adjournment  of  this  INIeeting 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  certain  demands  the 
Board  of  War  have  against  the  Town  for  Corn,  Arms  &c  Amount- 
ing to  Twenty  Six  hundred  and  forty  Pounds,  laid  their  Report 
before  tlie  Town  —  which  Report  is  to  be  taken  up  and  consid- 
ered at  the  Adjournment  of  this  Meeting 

Moved,  that  this  Meeting  be  Adjourned    to    Wednesday    next 
being  the  third  Day  of  Se[)tenibor,  3.  O'Clock  in  the  Afternoon. 
And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned. 

Wednesday  the  third  Day  of  September,  o.  O'Clock  Afternoon 
—  INIet  according  to  Adjournment. 

[^77.]  The  Committee  to  confer  with  the  Abuttors  on  the 
Town  Dock  Re[)orted  verbally 

That  they  had  not  been  able  to  confer  with  all  the  Abuttors, 
CoP.  John  Tyng  who  is  one  of  them  being  iu  the  Country  Sick  ; 
but  that  the  amount  of  the  Sums  required  for  compensation  so  far 
as  they  had  gone,  exclusive  of  M^  Tyngs  part,  amounting  to 
u})wards  of  fifteen  hundred  Pounds,  Appeared  to  them  a  Sum  so 
large,  that  they  were  led  to  the  Opinion,  that  it  was  not  worth 
while  for  the  Committee  to  proceed  any  further  in  the  business  of 
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Conforoiu-e,  without  the  Towii   shmild   rf<iuiie   il  of  lliein  —  AltLT 
some  debate,  it  was  moved 

That  the  Selectmen  be  iiiipowered  to  confer  with  all  or  the 
Major  part  of  the  Abuttors  on  the  Town  Dock,  or  snch  as  Shall 
legally  represent  them,  and  make  them  the  ])roposal  of  submitting 
to  the  Arbitration  and  Award  of  tinee  Persons  to  l)e  mutually 
chosen  and  Agreed  on  by  the  'J'own  and  the  said  Al)uttors,  who 
shall  have  full  Power  linally  to  determine  the  Right,  Title, 
Privilege  and  Claim  of  the  said  Abuttors  to  the  Town  Dock  as 
filled  ui),  and  to  determine  and  agree  upon  snch  Sum  or  Sums  of 
Money  as  they  shall  think  an  AdiMpiate  ('(juipeusalion  to  the  said 
Abuttors  for  the  lilling  u|)  said  Dock,  if  they  have  any  Title  or 
Privilege  thereto  ;  and  that  the  Selectmen  be  fully  imixnvered  to 
nominate  and  Agree  upon  said  Arbitiators  in  behalf  of  the  'I'own 
[37<S.]  and  to  enter  into  any  ]>(^nds  and  Covenants  for  the  faith- 
ful i)erformance  of  the  Award  of  said  Arbitrat)rs  —  and  the 
(Question  being  accoi'dingly  i)ut —  It  passed  in  the  Aflinnative 

The  Comimltee  Appointed  to  confer  with  the  Owners  of  Land 
near  Olivers  Doc-k  made  vacant  by  tiie  late  Fire — ^  Reported 
verbally 

That  they  had  met  st'\eral  times  on  tiii;  business,  and  confi'rred 
with  the  Owners  of  tiie  band  where  the  Ihiildings  weie  cousumecl, 
as  also  the  Al)uttors  on  J. and  on  the  some  scjuare  —  that  ^V. 
Phillips  anil  some  others,  were  willing  to  dispose  of  their  Lands 
and  IJuildings  provided  the  Other  Owners  and  Abnttors  were  dis- 
posed to  inirt  with  what  might  be  sullicient  to  Answer  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Town,  the  i)urchase  of  all  which  would  amount  to 
about  five  or  Six  Thousand  Pounds- — whereupon,  it  was  moved 
and 

Voted,  that  the  Connnittee,  be  desired  to  proceed  in  tlu^  lousiness 
and  Report  at  the  next  Town  Miu'ting  in  Writing  and  that  the 
Selectmen  inseil  in  the  Wari'ant  for  calling  said  Meeting  a  Clause 
for  taking  up  said  Report. 

[^wTt).,]  The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  Avhat  further 
measures  shall  be  taken  for  the  security  of  the  Town  l)y  Niuht 
Reported  verbally  —  That  there  be  an  Additional  ^^'atch  of  eiuht 
Men,  which  they  term  a  patroling  Watch,  to  be  partly  made  up 
from  the  other  Watch,  and  to  iiave  an  Additional  i>ay  —  Also  witli 
respect  to  the  Lau)ps  being  again  lighted  np  in  the  Town,  if  the 
Town  shoidd  think  it  expedient  —  It  was  then  moved,  and 

\'oted,  that  the  Connnittee  aforesaid  l)e  desire<l  to  Report  their 
Opinion  in  Writing  at  the  n(>xt  Town  Meeting  which  may  be 
called,  and  that  a  Clause  foi'  taking  up  the  Repoit  be  inserted  in 
the  AVarrant  for  said  Meeting. 

The  Committee  relative  to  ascei'taining  the  demands  of  the 
Hoard  of  War  on  the  Town  —  Ri'port  as  follows.      \"r/.\ 

The  Committee  ap()ointetl  to  examine  into  certain  di'uiands  the 
Board  of  AVar  have  against  the  Town  b)r  Corn  Arms  iScc  Amount- 
ing to  £'2(>I0.  0.  0  Specie,  have  Attended  that  business  and 
Report 

That  the  seven  bundled  l)ushels  of  Corn  charged  i'l'i.s.  lit.  1 
has  l)een  paid  by  Willinm  Phillips  Ls(|'. 
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The  one  mmdred  forty  eight  Amies  and  Accoutrements 
charged  delivered  Col".  Proctor,  he  infornuHl  the  Coniiiiittee  he 
would  do  his  best  ['i7!)A]  endeavour  to  collect  and  return  agree- 
able to  the  Condition  ot  the  Resolve  of  Court 

The  Ninety  CartoiUih  Boxes  and  Ninety  Bayonet  lielts  charged 
delivered  Col".  Crafts  he  informed  the  C'onimittee  he  did  not  recrol- 
lect  receiving,  but  if  he  had  them  they  were  for  the  use  of  the 
Militia,  and  were  not  returned  to  hin) 

The  thirty  one  Fire  Arms  and  Bayonets  charged  delivered  Col": 
Hatch,  the  Connnittee  are  informed  were  for  men  inlisted  for  the 
Town  into  the  Continental  Army,  which  Men  were  detained  in 
Town  sometime  for  want  of  Arms,  at  great  expence  and  hazard  of 
desertion,  that  he  took  this  method  of  procuring  Arms  for  them, 
as  the  only  ex[)edient  to  get  them  to  the  Army,  and  to  save  the 
Town  great  charge 

The  Town  will  be  informed  by  the  (ientelmen  Selectmen  con- 
cerning the  twenty  hundred  weight  of  Lead  charged  delivered  John 
Scollay  Esq'',  as  also  concerning  the  Arms  delivered  to  General 
Gages  order  before  the  Seige,  that  were  Afterwards  taken  & 
repaired  by  the  State, 

All  the  Other  Articles  charged  against  the  Town,  it  ap|)ears  by 
a  sketch  of  the  Account  taken  from  the  Books  of  the  late  Board  of 
['^7915]  War  (which  is  hereto  annexed)  were  for  the  use  of  the 
States  Hos[)ii,al 

Isaac  Piiilhts  p  Order 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  it  was  moved,  and 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  desired  to  make  enquiry  respecting 
the  Articles  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Report  as  being  wanting 
as  also  to  call  upon  the  Colonel  and  the  Captains  of  the  JNIilitia  of 
the  Boston  Regiment  to  Account  for  fhe  small  Arms  delivered  to 
them,  in  ovdvv  for  a  Settlement  of  the  Account  with  the  Com- 
monwealth 

Moved,  and  \'oted,  that  all  matters  and  Things  which  remain 
unfinished  at  this  INIeeting,  be  and  hereby  are  referred  over  to  the 
next  General  Town  ]Mee;ing  that  may  l)e  called  then  to  be  acted 
upon 

Moved,  and  Voted,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Town  be  and 
hereby  are  given  to  Thomas  Daws  Esq',  for  his  good  Services  as 
Moderator  of  this  Meeting 

Moved  that  this  Meeting  he  now  dissolved 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly 
dissolved 


[2S0.1  At  a  :\Ieeting  of  the  Freeholders  &  Other  Inhab- 
itants of  The  Town  of  Boston  dulv  qualified  and  legall}^  warned  in 
publick  Town  INIeeting  Assembled  at  Fanuiel  Hall  on  Monday  the 
8"'.  Day  of  December  Anno  Domini  ITS,". —  3.  O  Clock  in  the 
Afternoon. 

Warrant  for  calling  the  Meeting  —  read 

It  was  ujoved  and  Voted  that  the  Moderator  be  chosen  by  a 
Hand  Vote 
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The  Hon''',  .hunt's  Sullivuu  Ivsij'.  \v:i,s  clioseii  .Modciulor  of  tliis 
INIeeting  luul  took  liis  Seat  ticcordin<fI\-. 

The  Article  hi  tlie  Warrant  \[/}.  — To  choose  two  or  more  suit- 
able Persons  to  l)e  \'ie\vers,  and  Cullers  of  Slaves  and  Hoops." 
was  taken  into  consideration  wherciipon. 

It  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  Six  Pcisons  In-  chosen  Siirveyt-rs 
and  Cullers  of  Staves  and  Hoops —  :\lso. 

Voted,  that  these  Persons  he  not  chosen  hv  a  Ilaiid  \  ot.-.  hiitliv 
P.allot 

[^<S|.]  Tlie  \'o1es  l)eing  acc(M(lin<4ly  i)rounlit  in  and  sorted  it 
appeared,  that 

('a[)'.  John    Newell 
Cap'.  .ManassMli  .Masti'i-s 
-AP.  William  Marsters 
^P.  Daniel  Pell 
]\P.  Arthur  Lan<4ford 
^P.  John  .M'Elroy 
were  chosen  Cullers  of  Staves  i'<;c  for  the  remainder  of  the  vear 

The  Article  in  the  Warrant  \'iz'.  —  ''To  consider  whether  the 
Hay  Market  shall  be  removed  to  a  Place  more  t;onvenient  for  the 
Business  "  —  whereupon 

Voted,  thai  the  Selectmen  be  desired  to  carry  the  Keptjrt  of 
the  Committee  relative  to  Land  on  Olivers  Dock  made  vacant 
by  the  late  Fire,  into  execution,  so  far  as  relates  to  removin<!;  the 
Engine  for  weighing  Hay,  near  the  School  House  by  the  Common. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Owners  of  the 
Land  near  Olivers  Dock  made  Vacant  by  the  late  Fire,  having 
attended  the  Business,  take  leave  to  Re|)Oit 

That  as  some  of  the  Owners  of  said  Land  are  unwilling  to  dis- 
pose of  the  same,  and  the  great  Fxpence  that  will  attend  llie  ])ur- 
chasing  from  Others  so  much  as  will  be  necessary  to  Answer  i he 
intention  of  the  Town  \_^ZH*Z.']  it  is  not  expedient  for  the  Town 
to  take  any  further  steps  relative  to  the  said  Place  more  especially 
as  the  Committee  conceive  the  Town  may  be  much  better  ac- 
commodated near  the  School  House  l)y  the  Common  on  their  o>i:n 
Land,  and  by  removing  the  Engine  for  weighing  the  Hay  to  that 
Place  it  will  naturally  l)ecome  the  Market  Place  for  that  Article, 
and  by  being  more  in  the  Center  of  the  Town  will  I)etter  Accom- 
modate the  Inhabitants,  all  which  is   Submitte<l 

Thomas  Daws  p  Order 

The  foregoing  Pepoi  t  having  been  read  and  considerecl — the 
Question  was  put —  \'i/,'.  — AVhether  the  same  sh:dl  be  accepted 
—  Passed  in  the  AiJirmative 

The  Connnittee  appointetl  to  consider  what  further  Measures 
shall  be  taken  for  the  security  of  the  Town  by  Night  having 
attended  the  P>nsiness.  take  leave  to  Report  —  Wliereas  it  appears 

That  there  are  four  Watch  Houses  kept  up  in  the  Town,  to 
each  of  which  are  Appointed  one  Constable  at  elevtMi  Dollars  i)er 
Month,  and  five  Watchmen  at  eight  Dollars  p  Month,  each  amount- 
ing in  the  -whole  to  Seven    hundred   thirty  four    Pounds   [*iJS3.] 
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eight  Shillings  p  Anuiim  exclusive  of  Fewell  and  Candles,  and  the 
Advantage  arising  from  the  said  Watches  appear  to  be  no  ways 
equal  to  the  J^xpeuce. 

It  is  therefore  presumed  that  a  different  disposition  of  the 
Watch,  will  tend  much  more  for  the  Safety  and  Security  of  the 
Towu  by  Night  than  the  present. 

If  each  of  the  present  Watch  Houses  were  reduced  to  four, 
and  tiie  eight  taken  from  them  to  form  another  Watch,  to  be  kept 
near  the  State  House  and  this  Watch  to  have  an  addition  of  one 
Shilling  p  Night  to  what  the  Others  have  to  induce  Persons  suita- 
ble for  the  business  to  engage  and  tlicy  to  be  a  patrolling  Watch 
to  inspect  the  Others  6oc. 

As  tlie  Gentelmen  the  Selectmen  will  direct  it  is  supposed  the 
Town  may  reap  such  advantages  from  tliis  Alteration,  as  will 
compinsate  for  the  additional  Expence. 

And  the  Committee  also  Report,  that  the  liglitiug  the  Town  as 
formerly  will  fuitiier  Add  to  its  security  —  upon  enquiring  they 
find  one  hundred  and  twenty  Lamps  left  in  the  upper  Chamber 
[*i84:.]  of  the  Hall,  and  from  the  best  intellegence  suppose  that 
about  eighty  are  out  in  the  Town,  on  this  prcsura[)tion  One 
hundred  more  Lamps  will  make  up  the  Number  that  was  originally 
kept  up  for  lighting  the  Town 

The  greatest  part  of  tlie  Posts  and  Irons  are  iu  their  Places  — 
The  former  Expencies  of  the  Lamp  Lighters  &  Master  amounted 
to  £155.  4.  0.  and  the  Oyl  and  Wick  about  £;)00.  0.  0  more  p 
Annum  —  All  which  is  Submitted. 

Tho:mas  Daws  p  order 

The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  and  considered  —  where- 
upon 

It  was  moved  and  Voted,  that  so  much  of  said  Report  as 
respects  a  Patrolling  Watch  be  acce[)ted — and  that  the  Select- 
men be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  carry  the  same 
into  execution  as  soon  as  may  be. 

A  further  debate  arose  respecting  that  part  of  the  Report  wliich 
respects,  the  Lamps  and  lighting  the  town,  whereupon  it  was 
moved  that  a  Conmiittee  be  now  Appointed  to  Collect  all  the 
Lamps  [385.]  which  are  in  Town  and  others  belonging  to  the 
Town,  and  that  they  devise  wa3's  and  means  for  the  immediate 
lighting  the  Town  and  nnike  Report  at  the  Adjournment  of  this 
Meeting  —  also 

Voted,  that  Thomas  Daws  Esq^ 
John  Sweetser 
William  Whitwell 
M--.  Nath'.  Balch 
Nath'.  Ai)pleton  Esq''. 
Josei)h  Barrel  Esq''. 
M''.  Henry  Prentice 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

The  Article  in  the  Wnrrant —  Viz*. 

To  receive  the  Repoit  of  the  Committee  relative  to  market 
Square"  —  was  read — -but  one  of  said  Committee  being  in  the 
Meeting  acquainted  the  Town  that  they  were  not  yet  ready  to 
make  Report — whereupon  it  was  moved  and 
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Voted,  that  the  GenteliiuMi  who  Represent  the  Town  hi  the 
(Teneral  Court  of  this  ("oniiiionwfaltli  In-  ;ui<l  hc^rebv  ."ire  Iiislrnrti-d 
to  use  tlieir  eiuh^avors  in  tlic  ( ieiu-ral  Court  that 'a  [*i<S(>.]  T.aw 
may  be  obtained  to  prevent  or  reni(»ve  Incunibmnces  on  tiie 
Market  Scpiare,  Sinndar  to  the  Draught  of  a  ]>\  Law  hxtelv  pre- 
sented tlie  Court  of  Sessions  foi'  that  purpose  wliicii  was  not  ol)- 
tained  as  they  api)reliend,  that  only  tin-  (ieueral  Court  couhl  pass 
such  a  Law 

The  Artiele  in  the  Warrant  Vi/.'. 

''That  tlu!  Town  will  eonie  into  some  Measure^  for  tiie  reu;ulat- 
ing  tl)e  tolling  of  the  Lells  for  l-'inicrals  "  —  was  icad  it  was  tiien 
moved,  and 

Voted,  that  the  SeleelUHMi  bi'  u  Committee  to  take  this  Artiele 
into  consideration  ;  as  also  what  may  be  iiecessarv  for  reLTidatiiif 
the  Expencies  of  Burials;  and  to  make  Heporl  at  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  this  Meeting. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  IJeport  what  they 
Judge  nui}'  be  still  due  to  the  late  Treasurer  David  .lelfries  Ksq'. 
for  his  servicies  as  Treasurer  of  the  Town    Re[)ort  as  follows  — 

The  Committee  api)ointed  l)y  a  \'ote  of  the  Fown  of  July  M''. 
IT'S.'i —  to  take  into  consideration  what  is  still  due  to  David  .leff- 
ries  Esq\  late  Town  'I'reasurer  for  his  Services  in  that  OlMee  iSs 
re[)ort  to  the  Town  have  attended  that  service  and  beg  leave  to 
make  the  following  Keport. 

['^iST.]  That  they  have  carefully  exaniined  the  Selectnu-ns 
drafts  from  the  3'ear  1771  to  the  present  day  in  order  to  Ascerlain 
what  he  has  received  from  the  Town  in  tliose  Years  iV:  they  lind 
that  he  has  not  had  any  drafts  for  his  Salary  for  the  years  177."). 
177S  &  17<"^1.  They  have  also  carefully  examinetl  the  Sums  he 
has  received  in  paper  ]Monev  in  the  other  yeais  in  order  to  dis- 
cover how  near  it  came  in  Value  to  the  Salary  in  solid  Money 
which  we  supi)Ose  he  was  entitled  to.  We  herewith  annex  a  Stale 
<jf  his  Account  to  ^larch  17'S2.  the  time  he  resigned,  wherein  will 
l)e  seen  the  Allowances  we  have  made  him  for  those  Years  — And 
as  wo  lind  the  lUisiness  of  the  Treasiu'cr  was  gieatly  increased  in 
the  Years  1771).  17.S0.  &  l~i<\.  owing  to  the  depreciated  paper 
currency  &  the  price  of  all  the  necessarys  of  Life  so  excessive  high 
in  1780  &  17S1  —  Your  Coiiunittee  ai'c  of  Oiiinion  he  is  .Iiistly  en- 
titled to  the  severall  allowances  we  have  made  him,  Whcr(d)y  it 
will  a|)pear  that  there  is  a  ballance  due  to  him  from  the  Town  of 
Eight  hundred  <Sc  Eleven  pounds  fifteen  shillings  it  4''.  S[)ecie, 
which  your  Committee  are  of  Opinion  ought  to  1h'  on  Interest  till 
it  is  discharged  —  all  which  is  sul)mitted  —  Thomas  Wali.kv 
£811.    10,4.  p  Order  of  the  Committee 

'"'Tjostoi,  Dec"".  0.  17.S3 

[*-i.SS.]  The  foregoing  Report  having  been  read  —  it  was 
moved  and  Voted  that  tlH>  consideration  thereof  l»e  Refeircd  to 
next  March  Meeting. 

It  was  Moved  that  wiien  this  ^Meeting  is  Adjourned  it  shall  be 
to  Thursday  the  18"'.  Day  of  December  Ins'.  :\.  O  Clock  in  the 
Afternoon. 

And  the  ^Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned. 
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Thursday  the  18"'.  Day  of  Decembei-  met  according  to  Adjourn- 
lueut. 

The  Hou''''^^.  James  SulUvan  Esq',  the  Moderator  of  this  Meet- 
ing having  excused  himself  from  attending  this  Afternoon  —  It 
was  moved  that  tlic  Town  now  come  to  tlie  choice  of  a  Moderator 
Pro  Tem". 

Voted,  that  a  ^Moderator  Pro  Tem":  be  chosen  by  a  Hand 
Vote 

Perez  Morton  Escf. 
was  chosen  Moderator  Pro  Tem°.  and  took  the  Seat  accordingly. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Collect  the  Lamps  belonging  to 
the  Town,  and  also  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  speedy 
[*iSl).]  lighting  the  same,  not  having  Reported  in  writing,  it 
was  moved  and  carried  that  the  Consideration  of  this  Matter  be 
passed  over,  for  the  present 

The  Committee  appointed  to  carry  the  Pesolutiou  of  the  Town 
into  execution  with  respect  to  appointing  a  patrolling  Watch, 
being  called  upon  to  know  whether  the  Same  had  been  effected, 
acquainted  the  Town,  that  not  having  been  al)le  to  Obtain  a 
suitable  place  for  a  Watch  House,  they  should  postpone  the  ap- 
pointing said  Watch,  but  hoped  soon  to  be  able  to  answer  the  in- 
tention of  the  Town  relative  to  said  Watch 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  some  measures  for 
regulating  the  Expeilcies  at  Ftmerals,  and  Tolling  the  Bells  on 
such  occasion — Reported  to  the  Town  in  writing  on  tliose  Mat- 
ters —  but  as  what  related  to  the  regulation  of  Funerals  was  Ob- 
jected to,  as  not  being  inserted  in  the  Warrant  for  calling  the 
Meeting  ;  the  Town  attended  cliiefl}'  to  that  ])art  of  the  Report, 
relative  to  the  tolling  of  Pells  at  Funerals,  and  after  considerable 
debate  and  arguments  thereon  the  Town  came  into  the  following 
Resolution  \\z^. 

Voted,  that  in  futuie  there  be  only  one  Bell  tolled  at  each 
Funeral ;  and  that  the  Ik'U  of  the  Parish  to  which  the  Deceased 
belonged  [*il)$).]  Or  the  Bell  of  the  Parish  nearest  to  the  Habi- 
tation where  the  Deceased  Dwelled  at  the  Election  of  the  Relations 
of  the  Deceased. 

That  in  tolling  the  Bells  for  such  Funerals,  not  more  than  two 
Strokes  of  a  Bell  be  given  in  ©ne  IMinute. 

The  Conunittee  for  collecting  the  Lamps  belonging  to  the  Town, 
\n(\  for  divising  ways  and  means  for  the  immediate  lighting  the 
Town,  not  being  ready  to  make  Rei)ort. 

It  was  iNIoved  and  Voted  that 

CoP.  Tudor 
be  added  to  the  Committee  ;  w^ho  are  desired  to  set  forthwith,  and 
Report  to  the  Town  at  the  Adjournment  the  w'aj's  and  means  for 
carrying  said  intention  of  the  Town  into  immediate  execution. 

It  was  moved  tliat  when  this  Meeting  is  Adjourned,  it  shall  be 
to  Wednesday  the  Twenty  fourth  Day  of  December  Instant  o. 
O'clock  in  the  Afternoon. 

And  the  Meeting  was  accordingly  Adjourned  to  said  Time  then 
to  Meet  in  this  Place. 


Boston    Towx    Kkcokos,   17.^;',.  ;^;}3 

Wednesday  the -21  Day  of  Dceeinbcr  ;!.  ()  Clock:  Aftoniooii  — 
JSIet  accordinii"  to  Adjoiirnineiit 

[21>I.J  Tlie  Hon''''.  .laiiies  Sulliviiii  tlie  Moderator  and  Vviv/. 
Moreton  Ks(|'.  .Motlerator  I'ro.  Tein".  not  beinii  al)le  to  give  their 
Attendance,  it  was  moved  and  A'oted,  to  come  to  the  choice  of 
another  Moderator  Pro  Tem".  in  order  to  regulate  the  Meeting 
and  that  this  choice  be  by  a  hand  \'ote. 

K/.ekiel  I'lice  K.sq^ 
was  accordingly  chosen  Moderator  Pro.  'ri'in". 

The  Committee  Appointed  to  Collect  the  Lamps  tfcc  take  leave 
to  Report. 

That  it  was  the  Intention  of  the  Town  to  have  Lam|)S  lighted 
as  heretofore  if  a  snllicient  number  could  be  Obtained  fcjr  the  pur- 
pose. And  that  a  Committee  would  attend  at  Fanuicl  Hall  on 
Tuesday  the  2.)''.  Instant  from  eleven  to  one  of  the  Clock  before- 
noon  at  which  time  &  place  the  Inhabitants  who  had  any  Lamps  in 
their  Possession  were  desired  to  send  in  their  Names  A:  IMace  of 
Abotle  to  the  said  Committee  in  order  that  the  number  of  Lamps 
belonging  to  the  Town  or  otherways  might  be  known  and  also  if 
any  Person  had  any  to  dispose  of  the}'  were  requested  to  Give 
in  their  Names  with  the  Number  they  have  on  Hand  that  a  satis- 
factof}'  rei)ort  might  be  made  at  the  Adjournment  '■  The  Connnit- 
tee  Atteniled  the  [21)ti.]  Business  &  would  Inform  the  Town 
that  no  Person  Attended  in  consequence  of  the  aforesaid  Notifica- 
tion. 

The}'  also  desired  a  Genteliuan  at  Salem  to  make  iMHpiiry  of  the 
Lamps  that  are  I'eported  to  be  in  that  'I'own  from  wluwn  the}-  have 
not  heaid. 

The  Committee  would  furtlier  report  that  the  Selectmen  be  re- 
quested to  employ  some  Suitable  I'erson  as  soon  as  may  be.  to  take 
an  Account  of  the  Irons  &  Posts  that  was  ])rovided  in  the^-ear  1771 
now  standing  &  what  the  deficiency'  is,  to  asuitain  this  the  Com- 
mittee will  furnish  him  a  list  of  them.  An  Lncjuirey  may  I)e  also 
made  if  there  is  any  Lamps  in  the  Houses  where  the  Irons  are  or 
in  the  Neighborhood  of  them  And  if  a  snllicient  number  of  Lamps 
can  in  any  ways  be  Obtained.  That  then  the  Selectmen  be  requesti'd 
to  Employ  a  Master  &  Lamp  Lighters  as  before  in  this  Business  and 
make  the  necessary  repairs  i\:  provide  siicii  Articles  as  may  l)e 
wanted. 

And  that  a  Tax  of  Six:  hiindre(l  pounds  be  Assessed  as  soon  as 
Ijossible  on  the  Inhabitants  for  the  puiitose  of  carrying  [*^i)3.] 
This  j)lan  into  Kxecution  to  be  calletl  the  Lam|)  Tax  this  'Fax  will 
be  al)out  one  sixtieth  })art  of  the  last  Tax.  And  it  is  supposed  if 
made  with  nearh'  the  same  Materials  may  be  soon  clone  and  the 
Meeting  of  it  be  not  dillicult,  a  j)erson  who  i)ayM  sixty  Dollars  in 
the  last  Tax  will  pay  about  one  in  this  —  The  Disposition  of  the 
Inhabitants  with  regaid  to  lighting  the  Lamps  will  be  soon  known 
by  the  Collection  of  the  said  Tax. 

But  if  it  is  found  inexpedient  for  such  a  Tax  to  be  immediately 
Assessed  —  Then  the  Town  Treasurer  may  be  directed  to  borrou 
a  sufficient  Sum  for  the  said  i)uri)ose,  which  Sum  so  borrowed  shall 
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be  repaid  out  of    the  first  Moneys  collected  from  the  next   Tax 
Assessed  on  the  Town. 

All  which  is  Submitted 

Tiio' .  Dawes  p  Order 

The  aforegoing  Report  having  been  read,  and  considered  the 
Town  came  into  the  following  Votes.      Viz'. 

Voted,  that  the  Sum  of  Six  hundi'ed  Pounds  be  raised  by  a  Tax 
on  the  Polls  and  Rateable  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  thisToM'n, 
Cor  the  puri)Ose  of  pi'ocuring  such  Lamps  as  may  be  wanted  [394.] 
with  their  Materials,  and  to  defrey  the  Elxpeuces  which  may  be 
necessary  for  the  lighting  the  Lamps  ;  and  that  said  Sum  be  Added 
to  the  next  Tax  tliat  shall  be  issued  in    a  Seperate  Collum. 

Voted,  that  the  Selectmen  be  desired  to  draught  a  Subscription 
Paper  and  deliver  the  same  into  the  Hands  of  the  four  Collectors 
of  Taxes  who  are  hereby  directed  to  apply  to  the  Inhabitanls 
forthwith,  to  obtain  by  way  of  Subscription  a  Sum  of  Money  not 
exceeding  Six  hundred  Pounds  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
I^amps  and  the  Materials  and  lighting  the  Same,  and  pay  the 
IMoney  into  the  Town  Treasury  as  soon  as  received  for  which  Sum 
the  Treasurer  is  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  give  said  Sub- 
scribers a  Recept,  to  be  deducted  out  of  their  Next  Town  Tax. 

On  a  Motion  Voted,  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  acquaint 
the  Severall  Collectors  of  Taxes  that  such  Collectors  as  shall  be 
Delinquent  with  respect  to  paying  in  their  Tax  on  the  first  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  his  Executions  will  be  then  Issued  against  such  Collector. 

Voted,  that  all  Matters  and  things  [;405.]  which  remain  un- 
finished at  tills  ^Meeting  be  referred  to  the  next  General  Town 
Meeting  then  to  be  Acted  u[)on. 

Thanks  Voted  to  the  Moderator. 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved. 
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103,  107,  227,  229,  231,  2:15,  202,  2or,, 
202,  207,  306,  30S. 

AVbilins,  220. 

Whitney,  1. SO,  232,  293. 

WhilweU,  3,  8,  .50,  02,  110.  173,  220,  227,  232, 

292,  320,  330. 
Wier,  37,  59. 
Wi<,'bt,  18,  100. 
Willi,  173. 
Williams,  3,  4,  0,  12,  21,  22,  40,  45,  40,  52,  :>0, 

02,  03,  102,  112,  124,178,  230,  204, 

200,  20s,  203,  310. 
Willis.  S5. 
Williston,  175. 

Willson,  47,  70,  8S,  80.  00,  01,  03,  05. 
Wilson,  SO. 
/Vinslow,  92,  200. 
Wintherop,  110. 
Winthrop,  4,  22,    28,   40,   .50,   174,  177,   228, 

Wiswell,  53,  rrs.''" 
Woart,  ISO,  187. 
M'oodwurd,  5. 
Wyer,  123. 
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Accounts,  116,  IIT,  121,   122,  157,   181,  182, 
lOn,  199,  2U1,  211,  223,  258,   2B8, 
327   3*^8. 
to  audit,  7,  177,  300,  312. 
of  town  treasurer,  7,    52,   53,    65, 
114,117,201,  202,230,231,  2-H), 
243, 248,  254,  255,  259,  2ii0. 
overseers  of  the  poor,  7, 53,  114, 

177,  230,2.51. 
sale  and  purchase  of  tire-arms, 

11,  12. 
collectors,  122,  123. 
Jlr.  Justin-  Greenleaf,  189,  195. 
Araasa  Davis,  239,  241. 
with  board  of  war,  244. 

selectmen,  249. 
expenditures  of  the  war,  249. 
Capt.  Uustaviis  Fellows,  158. 
Act,  exclusion,  32. 

(.See  a/.so  Reufgades.) 
against  Monopoly  and  Forestalling,  40, 
47,81. 
{Sffi  ((/.so  liill   to  prevent  forestalling 
and  monopoly.) 
to   supply   the    families  of  certain  non- 
commissioned   ollicers     and    soldiers 
with  necessaries,  115. 
relative  to  taxes,  169. 
tender  (so-cal/fd),  177. 
for  the  more  effectual  observance  of  the 
Lord's  I  )ay,  277,  280-85. 
Address  to  John  llantock,  158. 

JlarquiK  Lafayette,  217-18. 
Baron  Viomeuil,  27(3-77. 
Advertising,  nce  .Newspapers. 
Agriculture,  13,  314. 
Aliens,  71. 

law  relative  to,  71. 
{See  also  Laws.) 
Allies,  276-77. 

Almshouse,  10,  29,  30,  56,  176,  191,  242,  249, 
315,  318. 
supplies  for,  10,  30,  54,  65,  56,  57, 

98,  242. 
appropriation  for,  'u,  149. 
pressing  need  of,   IS'J,  190,  205, 

242. 
keeper  of,  239. 

salary  of,  239. 
Amusements,  228. 

,\nniver»ary,  change   of   the  institution  of, 
on  the  5lh  of  March,  report 
on, 304-305. 
of  the  Independence,  291,  294, 
295,  305. 
.\pple  I.sland,  an   iunoculating  hospital  at, 
to  erect,  323,  Wli. 
{See  also  Islands.) 
(.SVe  also  Hospital.) 
.\ppropriation  lor  the  almshouse,  57. 

families  of  non-com- 
missioned      otlicers 
and    soldiers,    61. 
building      new       school- 
house,   238. 
Armies,  standing,  ruinous  tendency  of,  2,  9, 
4'<,  49,  107,  108,  171,  172,  225,  226, 
290. 
foreign,  214. 


Arms  rt7?(7  ammunition,   11,   12,   67,   68,   77, 
244,     251,    252,    258,    269,    326,    327, 
328. 
proceeds  of  damaged  fire-arms,  11. 
purchase  of,  12,  59. 
assigned  to  the  town,  59,  231. 
firing  of  small,  on  the  Common,  326. 

Neck,  326. 
poor  quality  of,  77. 
small  arms  to  ri'turn,  244. 
loan  of,  asked  for,  77. 
list  of,  77. 

disposal  of  eiglity,  to  militia  officers  of 
the  town,  five  hundred  eighty-seveu 
to  CoL.  Edward  Proctor,  78. 
cartridges,  78,  231,  244,  261,  259. 
powder,  213. 
Army,  continental,  see  Continental. 

neglect  of,  23. 
Artillery,  state,  77. 

{See  also  Troops.) 
Assay  masters,  6,  52,  113,  178,  230,  297. 
Assembly  or  General  Court,  6,  8,  18,  22,  34, 
42,  47,  59,  61, 
63,  64,  66,  66, 
84,    102,    112, 
120,  122,   128, 
133,  135,  136, 
137,  138,  140, 
142, 146,   153, 
154,  155,   160, 
167,  169,   17.5, 
176, 179,   ISO, 
190,  197,    198, 
200,  20.5,    204, 
205,207,  214- 
16,   219,    221, 
242,  246,    247, 
249,  254,   256, 
257,  258,   264, 
265,273,   277, 
279,  283,   285, 
309,310,   312, 
315,  319,    322, 
324,331. 
demand  for  jus- 
tice, 20. 
resolve       of 
(Sept.     2  9, 
1778),  10,  14. 
resolve       of 
{.)  u  n  e     10. 
1778),  20.  27. 
resolve     of 
(J  n  n  e     10, 
1777),  U. 
resolve       of 
(May  6,  1777), 
78. 
resolve      of 
(Dec.  2),  161. 
resolve     of 
(Dec.  4),  16.5, 
167,  168. 
memorial  to,  9, 
10,  13,  19,  20, 
21,  280-85. 
exclusion     act, 
32,  33,  34,  36. 
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ABBc-iubly  or  (iuneriil  Court,  petitioned        to 
imi>orl    \i.\:\\n 
from      X  c  w 
Y  o  r  k     ii  II  (1 
Connecticut, 
3s. 
bill  to    prevent 
foresta  1 1  i  n  if 
and     monop- 
oly,-!'*, 4.!,  4:5, 
44,  41),  47. 
legiolalivc   miil 
exec  u  t  i  V  e 
branches    of, 
abuses,  •-':;. 
to    enact    laws 
relative        to 
renegades, 'JS. 
resolve  for  pro- 
curement   of 
clothing     for 
the  army,  2'J, 
30. 
to   supply  fam- 
ilies   of     ci'r- 
tain  non  com- 
missioned of- 
fice r  8  a  n  d 
soldiers,  11,'). 
measures       t  o 
take  for  pro- 
tection of  the 
se  a-c  oasts, 
119. 
resolve   of  the, 
relative       t  o 
for  m  i  n  g    a 
new  consutu- 
tion,  83. 
representatives 
elected  to,  is, 
24,  61,  02,  03, 
86. 
AHBCBsors,  7,  ."^0,  59,   60,  106,  110,  121,  14.'), 
Uh,  l.J4,  103,  107,  174,  179,  18i>, 
l'.i4,  198,  207,  209,  212,  217,  219, 
237,  253,  234,  262,  204,  209,  270, 
318,  32.i. 
choice  of,  6,  7,  h?,,  116,  117,  185, 

187,  192,  229,  232,  233,  29S. 
abatement  of  taxes,  7,  10,  26,  53, 
114,  117,  121,  123,  IS.",,  197,  2.37, 
248,  249,  2J1,  2.i3,  203,  279,  287, 
289,  298. 
books  of,  179,  2.51,  250,  288. 
ask  for  allowance,  30. 

granted,     31, 

"   llMi,         119, 

32.1. 

to  levy  taxes  more  e(|Uilably,  Ui\. 

allowance,  72,  10(5,  2Jl. 

to  prepare  abstract  of  valuation 

of  the  town,  isii. 
in  case  of  want  of  valuation,  18.'. 
Assize  of  bread,  ate  Breadstuffs. 
.\ttoruey-general,  the,  274. 

Bakers,  36,  46,  92. 

combination  of,  to  prevent,  'JOti,  267. 
(6'ee  also  Trades.; 
Barbers,  79. 

{See  atfo  Trades.) 
Barracks,  petition  to  erect,  09. 
Battalions,  nee  Troops. 

Battery,  North,  136.   13S,  149.  ls5.  Is?,  iss, 
220. 
to  sell,  189,  220. 
South,  15:;,  155. 
Beacon  Hill,  57,  72. 

trespa^ises  on,  57. 
Beef,  10,  81,  102,  152,  153,  157,  105,  100,  167, 
lOS,  109,  181,  204,  205,  200,  207,  2ilS, 
209,  242,  249,  253,  204. 
{See  ulxi)  I'ro vision 8.) 


1    Bell's  wharf,  92. 

I  (.*)>»■  <//vo  Wharves.) 

I     Bells,  ringing   of,  22,   29,143,  ls|,    p.i:i,  2i:i, 

Oinilled,  85. 
ringerB,  29. 
tolling    of,  4S,    ]ii7,    171,  225,  290,  ;i:;l, 

:;.i2. 
presentation    of  a   bell   to    a    school- 
house,  20:'. 
Bill  nf  Rights,  2:'.,  12S,  129,  2S3,  284. 

to   prevent  forestalling  and  monopoly, 

:;s. 

Bills,  rate,  nee  Taxes, 
hand,  SI,  200. 
of   credit,   154,  213,  221,  242,  249,  250, 

200. 
I'ort,  243. 
Bilrica  [BillericaJ,  90. 
Blacksmiths,  79. 

(.s'l-c  ahii  Trades.) 
Blanks  to  print,  147. 

Blankets  for  the  army,  see  Continental  army. 
Board  of  War,  29,  :t2,  .33,  231,  244,  2-il,  2.)j, 
259,  :!27. 
corn  in  the   hands  of,  to  die- 
tribute  to  the  i)uor,  29. 
case  of .)/»-.  Johoniiet  brought 

before,  32,  ;i3,  34. 
resolve  of,  :>'.',  33. 

oppo.->ition  to,  34. 
accounts  wiili,  244,  257,  258, 

269,  .326.  327,.32S. 
town's  arms,  ,59,  231,  .326. 
to  wait  u|)0n,  97. 
books  of.:;2S. 
Boards,  surveyor  of,  see  Wood. 
Bonds,  xee  Sureties. 
Books,  tax,  7,   143,  144,   145,  103,  179,   182, 

town,  f.ee  Recorils. 

Boston,  1,  :•.,  II,  l:i,  14,   15,  10,  18,  ]9,  21,  22, 

24,  20,  27,  2S,  32,  ;;6,  ;;9,  41,  45,  47, 

01,  07,  72,  82,  84,  Sii,  hS,  S9,   90,  97, 

loi,  102,  105,  100,  los,  12.">,  l:il,i:i5, 

140,  151,  1.52,  158,  159,  160,  165, 168, 
109,  170,  172,  192,  194,  I'lO,  200,204, 
208,  211,  218,  219,  224,  220,  241, '242, 
244,  245,  2)6,  258,  -J-.l,  2ti5,  267,  27", 
273,  275,  270,  277,  27S.  279,  2S0,  2^1 , 
288,  289,  291,  302,  3ii7,  3oS,.3U9,  317, 

;;19,  321,:i2:i,  3.:4,  325. 
Common,  horses  going  at  large  on, 
to  prevent,  59,  Oo.  (il. 
injury   to,    by   pa,-.-ing  of 

earriagis,  221 . 
school    in    the,    223,     214, 

234,  321.  :329. 
tiring  of  small  arras  at  the 

liottom  of,  :'.20. 
buryiiiir  ground  on,  302. 
incumbrances  on,  :iU. 
Gaol,  :;2,  :',■■:. 
harbor,  to  fortify,  74. 

[See  (tlno  Korlilii-alions.) 
militia,  140,  141. 

(See  filso  Militia.) 
neck,  sale  of   town's  lands   on  the. 
55,  .50,  57,   15S,  ISl,  ]S:;, '.9^ 
310. 
forestalling  provisions  cm,  87, 

SS,  S9. 
lease  of,  189,  2ii3. 
incroachrneiits  on,  to  ])revent, 

2u ;. 
firing    of    small   arms   on,  to 
prevent.  :'.Ji'>. 
Keeiment,  .>,•( .   TriM.p^. 
Bounties,  17,  IS,  20,  27,  I4ii,  141. 
1  (See  (//sM Continental  Army.) 

'    Braintree,  94. 

I     Breadstulfg,  6,  10,    13,  :17.  38,45,  40,  90,   02. 
I  90,  101,  102,  140,  178,  231.  242, 

I  249,  251 ,  25^,  26r>,  267,  297,  302, 

I  326,  :'.27. 
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Breadstuffs,  surveyors  of  wheat,  52,  112,  113, 
17S,  2:J1,  241,  297. 
scai-i-ity  of,  ".6,  39,  40. 
to   provide;   for   the   families   of 
uoQ-coinraissioned  otlicersaud 
soldiers    of    the     Contiuental 
array,  10. 
rye  bread,  90. 

lor  the  poor,  29,  30,  36,  39,  242. 
in  the  ^'everal  wards,  36,  37,  38. 
assize  of  bread,  56,  57. 
Bridge,  mill,  6,  103,  112,  178.. 
repairs,  1U3. 
draw,  103. 

repairs,  103. 
swing,  at  Oliver's  dock,  301. 
Building,  petition  to  erect,  69. 

of     suitable      school-house,      237, 

2.38. 
new  wooden,  325,  326. 
l>urial  places  : 

sextons,  184. 

adjoining  the  Granary,  301. 

common,  302. 

expense  of  burials,  to  regulate,  331, 

332. 
tolling  of  hells  at  funerals,  re<;ulating 
of,  332. 
Butchers,  76,  82. 

petition  of  the  several,  SI , 

(iVpe  also  Trades.) 
meat,  81. 

(See  also  Provisions.) 
By-laws,  60,  280,  302,  331. 

relative  to  sweeping  of  chimneys, 

2SS,  iSO. 
for  apjiiiiutmi'iit  and  regulation   of 

the  several  market  places,  '-I'll. 
to  enforce,  302,  oii3,  3ij4. 
(See  uUo  Laws.) 

Cadiz  salt,  92. 

(.See  also  Salt.) 
Cambridge,  S3,  125. 

university  at,  127,  313. 
Oandles,330. 
Card  makers,  70. 

(See  also  Trades.) 
Cargoes,  see  Ships,  vessels,  etc. 
Carpenters,  79. 

{See  also  Trades.) 
Carriages,  carts,  ete...  103,  221,  302,  30:'.,3iil. 
Cartridges,  78. 

(See  also  Axvaaaiiil  .\mraunition. ) 
Carts,  see  Carriages,  carts,  i  Ic. 
(Jarvers,  79. 

(See  also  Trades.) 
Case  of  Francis  Johuunot,  :'i2,  3:;.  34,  35. 

lu'titioii  in,  3,3,34. 
guilt     of,      not 
proven,  33. 
Capt.  i^amuel  I'epper,  34,  35. 
Tattle  upon  the  hoot,  91. 

Cuiruiion,  299. 
Caulkers,  79. 

(See  also  Trades.) 
Certilicates,  SO,  96,   123,  124,  237,  249,  2S6. 

loan  oHice,  99. 
Charlcstown  Ferry,  87,  88. 

( >■>«  also  Ferries.) 
Charter  for  fisheries,  216. 
(.'lielsea,   re-annexation    to   Boston,  relative 

to,  324. 
Chimney  sweepers,  170. 

salaries  of,  288. 
to  appoint,  170. 
to  advertise  for,  288. 
sweeping  of,  280. 
re]i()rt  im  chimneys,  287-89. 
inspection  of  chimneys,  -89. 
Chocolate,  38. 
<  'isterns,  92. 

distillimr  of,  85. 
Clerks  of  the  market,  s.e  Market. 


Clothing,  30,  102,  103,  104,  105,  164,  181,211. 

(See  also  Continental  array.) 
Coffee,  38. 

Collection  for  Christopher  Monk,  2. 
Collectors  of  taxes,  see  Taxes. 
Commerce,  323. 

wealth  and  strength  of  a  nation 

dependent  upon  its,  215. 
naval  strength  of  a  nation  linked 

with  its,  215. 
illegal,  273. 
Commissary  General  of  Supplies,  39,  40,  64, 
68,    124, 
126,  133. 
time   of 
service 
to  limit, 
126. 
of  military  stores,  220. 
Commissions,  127,  217. 
Committees  : 

on     providing    .-in     orator    for 

March  the  Fifth,  1. 
to  wait  on  orator,  1,  2,  47,   48, 
49, 106, 107,  108,  170,  224,  225, 
289-90,  291 . 
on  correspondence,   4,   12,   32, 
35,  49,  50,  70,  71,  72,  108,  109, 
112,  116,  173,  177,  227,  228. 
to  audit  accounts,  7,  52,  53,  65, 

243. 
on  inspection  and  safety,  4, 12, 
35,  47,  49,  50,  70,  71,  72,  75, 
108,   109,   116,   173,   177,   227, 
■  228,  273,  275,  297. 
to  consider  a  tax  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  town,  s,  lu, 
11,  201,  21.12. 
on  high  price  of  provisions,  8, 

remedy  for,  9,  10. 
for  relief  of  the  poor,  10,  205. 
payment  of  schoolmasters, 
10,  169,  221,  222. 
to  obtain  the  names  of  the  non- 
coraraissi  o  n  e  d 
officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Con 
tineutal    Army, 
11. 
names  of  commit- 
tee, 1  I . 
to  relieve  said  ])ersons,  14,  68, 
102,103,  104,  115,  124. 
purchase  tire-arms,  etc.,  11, 

12,  67,  08. 
prepare  a  draft  of  petition 
to  the  General  Court,  13, 
20,  21. 
on   inoculation   for  smallpox, 

15. 

drafting    men   into  the  arm}', 

16,    17,  18,  19,  161,    102,   191, 

195,   196,   198,   204,   222,   2:;5, 

236,  2.37,  238,  241,  243,  244. 

to    obtain     subscriptions     for 

bounties,  18,    27,  143,    224. 

Wait  on  the  Board  of  War, 

32,  97. 
lirepare  instructions  to   the 
representatives,     21,     lU, 
138,  156. 
jirepare  instructions  relative 
to  a  form  of  government, 
22,  65,  66. 
prevent  return  of  renegades 
to  the  town,  27,  28. 
on  school-raasters'  salaries,  30, 
31,   .54,  65,   102,  123,  147,  104, 
319. 
to  purchase  flour, 38,  39,40,  41, 
43,  44,  50,  140. 
borrow    monev,   38,   .39,   40, 
41,  43,  44,  56"  201,  202. 
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C  oinmittoes 


to  picsciit    nieiiinrial    U>    //o» . 
Iloralio  Giitos,  ^.^9,  40. 
iuquin?   into    persons   fore- 
fit;illinic  the  necesaaries  of 
lifi-,  40,  4'),  40,  87. 
olitain  Hupplii'rt  for  the  poor, 
:)4,  ISO,  190,  101. 
on  payiiu-ntB  made  by  collect- 
ors in    the  several   treasu- 
ries, .').■),  HS,  GO. 
sale  of  town's  lands,  5'),  06, 

expenditures  of  monies,  56. 
levying  of  ta.\es  more  equi- 
tably, 66. 
assize  of  breail,  fiG,  57,  60. 
case  of  Francis  Johonnot, 
34. 
to  ascertain  amount  of  Hour  and 
othin-     necessities     in    the 
several  wards,  36,  ".7. 
report    measure    to   relieve 
the    inhabitants    in    their 
great    and    growing    diffi- 
culties, 37. 
colle(^t      subscriptions      for 
monev   to  buv   grain    and 
(lour,  38,  41,  14-J. 
furnish     iu'i.ibitants      with 

vegetables,  oS,  (io. 
prevent     horses     going     at 
large  on  the  Common,  09. 
on  by-laws,  00. 

to     obtain     subscriptions      of 
money,   04,  7:'),   99,  104,   154, 
155,  -ilJ. 
relative  to  tax   premiums,  ti8. 
to  meet  willi  the  convention  at 
Concord,  70,  71,  7'J,  73. 
names  of  committee,  70. 
proceedings  of,   to   carry    into 

effect,  73,  74,  76. 
to  decide     what    measures     to 
take  relative  to  prisoners  of 
war  going  at  large,  70. 
report  of,  09,  70,  71. 
on  grants,  71. 

to    procure    subscriptions    for 
loan  of  monev  to  (Congress, 
74,  7.5. 
obtain  subscriptions  for  for- 
tifying Boston  har- 
lior,  74,  75. 
names  of  committee, 
74,  -:>. 
affix    jiriccs    on      Kuropean 
goods,  75,  76,   78,    79,    OS, 
100. 
consider  what  may  be  best 
to   do   for  security   of  the 
town  in    case  of   an  inva- 
sion from  the  enemy,  76. 
consider  the  introduction  of 
live  stock    into  the  town, 
70,  77. 
take    note    of    violation    of 
laws    concerning    sale    of 
European  goods,  79. 
committee  of  Twelve,  reports 

of,  144. 
on   enforcement    of   monopoly 

act,  81. 
committee  of  Thirteen,  82,  84, 

85,  90,  90,  97,  90. 
on  scarcity  of  fire-wood,  84. 
price  of  merchandize,  84,  89. 
on  fire-wood,  85,  80,  94. 
engrossing  of  wood,  meat,  <'^  ., 

to  prevent,  86. 
to  prevent  persons  going  upon 
Charlestown    ferry  and    the 
Xeck      to    purchase    provi- 
Bions,  88,  87. 


names   of  twenty,  on   commit- 
tee, 88,  89. 
on    price  of  merchandize  (iitd 

country  jjroduce,  88,  89,  90. 
to  sup|)ly  the  town  with    pro- 
visions, 89. 
wait  on  mendiants,  traders 
(fix/   distillers,  90,  91,   9-', 
95. 
relative    to     cattle     upon     the 

hoof,  91. 
to  board  vessels  and  rejiort  on 
cargoes,  93,  95. 
receive  and  store  salt,  95. 
procure     8ubscri|)tions     for 
the  magazine,   95. 
of     merchants,    appointed     to 
affix      prices     of     Kuropean 
goods,    ,(,■.,    98,    loo,   lui. 
names  of,  98. 

to  obtain  supplies  for  the  pub- 
lic store,  100. 
on  repairs  to  bi-idges,  10.",. 

salaries    of    town    officials, 

1 06. 
abatement  of  taxes,  lit. 
to     inquire    into     debits    and 

credits   of   the   town,    114. 
on  street  refuse,  1 15. 

workhouse,  1 15. 
to    promote    virtue    ,iud    good 
order  in  the  town.  1 15. 
examine  collector's  hooks, 

117,  11^. 
improve  town  land  at  West 
15oston  for  rai.-ing   vege- 
taliles,  118,  17S. 
for  proti-ctiouof  Ihesea  coasts, 

1  19. 
to   establish    a   scIkjoI    at    the 
South  End,  Pio,  I'i:;,  124. 
I>rovidea  place  for  the  town 

to  meet,  125. 
consider  the  /irt/ntix  cor/^ii.s 
writ,  127. 
3d     ailicle     in 
the    declara- 
tion of 
rights,  )29. 
report  on,  129- 
130. 
draw  up  reasons  for  altera- 
tions in  constitution,  131, 
135. 
procure   recruits   and    sup- 
plies  for   the   army,  144. 

164,  210. 

on  assessors'  salaries,  148. 
to  examine  accounts  of  Ciipf. 
(iustavu.s    Fellows,    158,    159, 
160. 
on  address  to  John  TTancock, 

15S. 
to   in(|uire  into  town's  title  to 
land    at     .u-    near     .\<.ith 
liattery,  136. 
classify  inhabitants   of  the 
several    wards,    lOi,    li>2, 
163,  164. 
procure  heel'  for  the  Conti- 
nental   -Vrmy,    J5J,    153, 

165,  166,     167,    16S,    169, 
170. 

present     aildress    to     (iov. 
Hancock,   1.59. 
on  outstanding  taxes,  164,  HJ.', 

KM,  195. 
to    receive    monies   raised    by 

tax  lor  beef,  lOs. 
on  Ways   and  Means,  170,  182, 
183,  1<).  2115. 
town's  i)ro])ortiou  of  tines, 
176,  177. 
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Committees  : 

oil     assessiug  ami      collecting 

taxes,  176,  179. 
to  prepare  abstract  .of   valua- 
tion of  the  town,  180. 
assist     town     treasurer    in 
settling    accounts    and 
collecting  debts,  182, 202. 
clerk  to   said    committee, 
182. 
on  town's  laud    on   the  Neck, 

183. 
to  lease  North  Battery,  187, 188. 
prevent  illicit  trade,  187,271. 
272. 
on    petition    of    collectors    of 

taxes,  197. 
to  act  on  list  of  jurors,  198. 
estimate    sum    necessary   to 
defray  expenses  of  current 
year,  199,  200. 
assist  the  treasurer,  202. 
prevent    encroachments    on 
the  Neck,  20.3. 
on  town  watch,  211. 

lishery,  212. 
to  wait  upon  the  Governor,  21." 
271. 
prepare   complimentary   ad- 
dress to  Ihe  Min-</iiis  <ie  la 
Fayette,  217-18. 
on     piescnt     arrangement    of 
publick  schools,  and  what 
further  improvement  may 
be  made  therein,  220. 
»  to  consult  with  the  commissary 

of  military  stores,  220. 
on  repairs  to  streets,  221. 

petition    of    Paul    Farmer, 

231. 
building    of     new    school- 
house,   2o7. 
to  inquire  into  expenditures  of 
war,  249. 
eximiine       the       assessors' 

books,  256. 
act  upon  the  list  of  jurors, 

258. 
present  memorial  relative  to 
the      obnervance     of      the 
Lord's  day  to  the  general 
assembly,  285. 
consider  the  suitable  obser- 
vance  of   the   anniversary 
of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, 291,  295. 
on  enforcing  by-law  relative  to 

the  markets,  304. 

to  provide  an  orator  to  deliver 

sn  oration  on  the  4th  of 

July,  305,  322,  323. 

consider    the  re-annexation 

of  Chelsea  to  Boston,  324. 

security    of     the    town    by 

night,  326,  327. 
collect    town's    lamps,   330, 
332. 
Common  burying  ground,  302. 

{See  aho  Burial  places.) 
street,  301,  302. 
{See  al.so  Streets.) 
Concord,    70,  7.3,  74,  70,  76,  78,  80,  82,  87,  88 

96,  99,  101. 
Confederation  of  the  Thirteen  States,  216. 
Congress,  95,    217,  272,  314. 

to  obtain  subscriptions  for  money 

to  loan,  74,  75. 
pamphlet  published  by,  95. 
delegates  to,  126,  137. 
commissioners  to,  217. 
Connecticut,  38,  89,  270,  271. 
(  oiistables,  3,  22,   73,   97,   123.  124,  1.36,  143, 
144, 153,  155,  163, 174, 175, 176, 
179,  183,  188,  203. 


Constables,  choice  of,  6,  53,  59,  116,  117  103 
184,  186.  188,  191, 192,  198,'  20o' 
204,  227,  229,  232,  233,  241  •^4'>' 
243.  f        .        ,      -, 

desire  to  be  exempt  from  serv- 
ing as,  58,  185,  1S6,  187,  188, 
189,  191,  192,  2113,  239,  241. 
disorderly  behavior  of   one  of 

the,  97. 
list  of  persons  who  will  serve 
as,  to  furnish,  188. 
{See  aho  Watch.) 
Constitution  and  form  of  government,  new 
21,  22,  23,  61,  63,  83,  125,  128,' 
129,  131-35,  156,  157,  193,  196, 
244,  246,  282,  283,  284,  313,  314. 
provision   for  a  future    revisal 

of,  127. 
to  accept,  129. 

superior  advantages  of  a  repub- 
lican, 291. 
Continental  agents,  90. 

army,  8,  10,  14,  19,  77,  141,  153, 

154,    156,    194,    195,    206, 

207,   209,    217,    235,  236, 

259,  328. 

full      proportion      of,    to 

keep  in  the   field,  66. 
statistics     as     to   the,   11 

19,  249. 
drafting  men  into,  16,  17, 
18,   19,  20,  145,   101,  163, 
198,    204,    222,    235,   236. 
237,   238,243.244,249. 
enlistments  into,  17,  18. 
bounties,    17,    18,    26,  27, 
140,  141,    145,   147,   224, 
244,  249,  260. 
mileage   of  men,   27,   140. 

147.  249. 
clothing  for,  29,  30,  102 
103,  104,  105,  181,  249. 
259. 
shoes  and  stockings,  30, 
140,  147,  164,  165,  210. 
249.  ' 

blankets,  140,  147, 164,  165. 
major-general     and     com- 
mander of  the,  memo- 
rial to,  39,  40. 
reply  of,  42,  43. 
supplies    to     families     of 
non-commissioned     otli- 
cers    and    soldiers      of, 
61,  64.  115,  124,  249,260. 
tax      raised,     instead     of 

men  drafted,  140-41. 
recruits    and    supplies    to 
procure,    144,    145,    160, 
191. 
beef    for,     152,    153,    157, 
16.5,   166,    167.    169,   170 
204,  209,  249,  253. 
grain  for,  249. 
horses  for,  249. 
navy,  19. 

service,  f!ee   Continental  Army. 
stores,   petition     for    flour   and 

bread  corn  from,  49,  50, 
tax,  265,  267,  268,  269. 
Convention  of  February  28,  1778. 
June  16,  1780, 152. 
form    of  government  sent   out 

by,  to  reject,  22. 
State,    to    call,   we  State   Con- 
vention, 
meeting  of,  at  Concord,  70,  "], 
72,  73,   75,    76,   78,   SO,   82,   96, 
99,  101. 
at     Cambridge,     delegates,    83, 
128. 
Concord,  87,  88. 
f.>r   framing  new   constitution, 
125. 
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(Joiivciilioii,  '•fsolveri  of  the,  12'),  ISj. 

on  rtweeping  of  cliiiuiicys,  2S0. 
Coopers,  79. 

(.s'l-e  aUo  Trades.) 
(JordwiiincTs,  TO. 

(.See  iilv)  Trades.) 
Corn,  sec  Breadstuffs. 

Correspoudenct-.  committees  on,  4, 12,  .32,  35, 
4'.t,  60,  71. 
72,  1U8, 
109.  112, 
116,  173, 
177,  187. 
227,  228. 
names  of,  4'.t,  .')U,  228. 

{See  (iLw  Committees.) 
with  sister  states,  to   en- 
eourage,  ir>7,  30t),  3U7. 
t,'otton  wool,  92. 

Council,  the,  13,  34,  70,  72,  77,  S4,  120. 
counsellors,  24. 
resolve  of,  32,  33. 

case  of  Francis   Johounot,   32,   33, 
34,  35. 
County  of  rfuffolk,  sft  Suffolk, 
treasurer,  see  Treasurer, 
register,  .v»-e  Kegister. 
Court  of  general  se.isions,  ti,  294. 
inferior,  14.'. 

supreme  judicial,  207,  314. 
Cows,  fiee  Cattle. 

Credit,  public  and  private,  basis  of,  ].')6. 
Cryer.  town,  see  Town, 
(fullers  of  staves,  5. 
Currency,  article  upon,  95. 
Curtis'  wharf,  310. 

Debit  and  credit  of  the  town,  7,  53,  114,  177, 

181,  182. 
Debt,  public,  157,  201,  215. 
Declaration  of  independence,  anniversary  of, 
to  be    suitablv    observed, 
291,  294. 
Uights,  127,  129,  130,  131,  132, 
313,  314. 
Deeds,  etc.,  220,  311,317. 
Deer,  informer  of,  5,  51.  Ill,  175,  2.30,  290. 
Delegates,  131,  135. 

to  the  convention  at   Cambridge, 
S3,   84,    125, 
126,  128. 
at  Concord,  87, 
88. 
choice  of.  83,  87,  88. 
names  of,  83,  88. 
Depositions,  271. 
Diseases,  infectious,  9,  10,  323. 

spread  of,  15. 

to  prevent, 
.302. 
(See  also  Smallpox.) 
I  )istilleries  and  distillers,  90,  91. 
Disiilling  of  cisterns,  85. 
{.See  also  Cisterns.) 
Dock   square,  303,  330. 

fish  market   at,   to   open  98. 
repairs  on,  318. 
consideration    of,    deferred, 

98,  99. 
fish  stalls,  to  build  on,  100. 
encroachments  in,  294,  311. 
(■See  also  Streets,  etc.] 
town,  46,  326. 

incumbrances  on,  305,  331. 
abutters  on.  311,  314,   316,   317, 
318,  321,  326,  .327. 
{Ser  aho  Town  Dock.) 
to  till  up,  311. 
Dominion  provinces  of  (Jreat  Britain,  33. 
Donations,  238,  263,  291. 
Drafting,  16,  17. 
Drafts  of  monies,  .■iee  Nfonies. 

men,  see  Continental  Army. 
Drains,  etc.,  311. 


Drawbridge,  103. 

repairs  to,  lo3. 
{tier  ahii  Bridge.) 

Elections,  matter  of  settlinu'.  120. 
Knlislmcnts,  17,  IS,  19,  20,  2J3. 

bounties  for  men  enliHting,  17, 

18,  244. 
men     to   enlist   in    their     own 

towns,  17,  IS. 
omissions  in  manner  of,  2u. 
(See  «/vo  Continental  .Army.) 
European  goods,  75,  7ii,  78,  9S,  loo,  lol,  215. 
Exclusion  Act,  32,  3J,  34,  35,  300,  307,  314. 

{See  also  Act.) 
Executive  power,  126. 
Exhibitions,  22S. 

{Sie  also  .Vmusemenls.) 
Kxportalion  of  golii  and  silver,  214. 

Faneuil  Hall,  1,  3,  14,  16,  18,21,24,20,27,28, 
32,30,45,  47,49.  ,50,  61,  67, 
69,  72,  S2.  84.  80.  89,  97,  102, 
105,  106,  108,  125,  1,35,  1.50, 
152,  155,  150,  lOll,  105,  109, 
170,  172,  192,  194,  190,  200, 
204,  208,  211,  218,  219,  224, 
226,  228,  2U,  242,  244,  240, 
251,  259,  201,  205,  207,  270, 
275,  270,  277,  289,  292,  307. 
309,  319,  321,  323,  325,  328, 
333. 
market.  19.  65,  302. 

regulations  of,  I'j. 
stalls  in.  81. 
arms  lodged  in,  2.')9. 
windows  of,  to  mend,  237. 
repairs  to,  237,  238. 
Fanners,  82. 
Farriers,  79. 

(.S'ee  also  Trades.) 
Fees  due  from  justices,  180. 
Fence  viewers,  5,  51,  111,  175.  229,  290. 
Ferries,  80. 

Winnisimet,  72. 
forestalling  provisions  on,  S7. 
(^liarlestown,  87,  88. 
Fines,  see  Penalties  and  Fines. 
Firearms,  see  .Vrms  anil  .\tiimimition. 

wards,  4,12, 50, 109, 1 10, 1 73, 1 74,  228, 293. 
Fires,  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
to  secure  the  town  from,  170. 
bells  to  ring  for,  184. 
at  Oliver's  dock,  325. 
Fish,  9,  215. 

stalls,  100. 

extravagant  price  of,  40. 
fishermen,  40. 
markets,  50,  57,  98,  99. 
price  of  haddock  and  halibut,  SO. 
mongers,  79. 
Fisheries,  211,  214,  215,  314. 

importance  of,  214-217. 
charter,  210. 

circular  letter  relating  to  the,  217, 
218,  219. 
Flour  and  grain,  see  Breadstuffs. 
Foreign  Armies,  see  .Armies. 
Foreign  Navies,  see  Navies. 
Foresuillers,  seviTe  condemnation  of,  1:'.,  45, 
40. 
law  against,  to  en  lel,  13,  90. 
forestalling  and  riionopnly,  bill 
to  prevent,  :'.s,  40,  41,  42,  4:'., 
44,47,  ST. 
certain  men  who  are,  44,  45,  40. 
Form  of  government  for  the  State  of  Massa 
cliusetts  Bay,  old,  to  reject,  23. 

new,  to   institute,   23, 
24,  OO,  120. 
rights  of  representation,  23. 
equality  of  representation,  66. 
proposed  alterations  in,  131-35. 
new,  150. 
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Form  relative   to   choice   of   Governor,  etc., 
307. 
rep  re  senta- 
tives,  309. 
Fort  Hill,  barracks  to  erect  on,  69. 
Fortitications : 

brick  wall  of,  165. 
in  Boston  harbor,  74. 
neat  the  Neck,  87,  88,  310. 
North  Battery,   130,   138,   149, 
185,  187,  188. 
to  sell,  189. 
South  Battery,  153,  155. 
Fox  hill,  268,  26'.». 
France,  naval  power  of,  216. 

allies  from,  276-277,  278. 
Freedom  of  speech,  to  secure,  127. 
French    Corps   under    Count   Kochambeau, 

278,  279. 
Funerals,  tolling  of  bells  at,  to  regulate,  331, 


Gaol,  case  of  Francis  Johonnot  confined  in 

the,  32,  33. 
General    and    Commander-in-chief     of    the 
forces  in  the   United   States   of 
America,  welcome  to,  275,276-77, 
278. 
reply  of,  278,  279. 
Glass,  44,  45,  238. 
Glaziers,  79. 

{See  also  Trades.) 
Goal,  see  Gaol. 
Gold,  214. 
Goldsmiths,  79. 

{See  also  Trades.) 
Gocemor,  the,   126,  133,  150,  151,  152,  165, 
193,  194,  213,244,  245,  271, 
307. 
address  to,  158. 
cummiltee    to    present     ad- 
dress, 159. 
reply  of,  159. 
Lieutenant,  126,  150,  151,  152,  193, 
194,  244,  245,  .307. 
Grain,  see  Breadstuff's. 

(See  also  Granary.) 
Granary,  the,  38,  41,  231,  297,  301,  302. 

grain  to  store  in,  for  the  town, 

38,41. 
to  be  distributed,  42. 
keeper  of,  6,  52,  112.  231,  297. 
purchasers  of  grain,  6,  52,  112, 

140,  178,  231,  297. 
sale  of,  .52,  231,  297. 
to  use,  as  a  public  magazine, 

96. 
stores  in,  to  remove,  97. 
burying  ground  adjoining,  301. 
Ci  rants  and  allowances,  66,  67,  71. 

{See  also  Salaries.) 
Gravel,  26S,  269. 
Great  Britain,  216. 

monies  sent  to,  215. 

Habeas  corpus,  127. 

privileges  and    benelits  of, 

128.  ^ 
to  suspend  only  in  time  of 

war,  ('fc.,128. 
writs  of,  133. 
Hair  dressers,  79. 

{See  also  Trades.) 
Hartford,  101. 
Hat  makers,  see  Hatters. 
Hatters,  79,  87,  97. 

{See  also  Trades.) 
Hay,  38,  302. 

market  for,  301,  303,  329. 
Hay  wards,  5,  52,  111,  175,  230,  200. 
Hemp,  surveyors  of,  5,  51,  110,  174,  229,  295. 
Hides  and  tallow,  81. 
Hiiihways,  see  Streets,  highways,  etc. 
Hingham,  94. 


Hogreeves,  5,  7,  12,  52,  111,  175,  230,  239,296, 

300,  306. 
Horses,  302. 

to  prevent,  going  at   large   on   the 

Common,  59,  60,  61. 
for  the  use  of  the  army,  249. 
Hospitals,  15. 

at  West  Boston,   15. 
State,  258,  328. 
boat,  288. 

innoculaling,  at  Apple  l8land,323. 
House  of  Representatives,  7,  8,  13,  126. 
Housewrights,  79. 

{/See  also  Trades.) 
Hucksters,  79. 

{See  also  Trades.) 

Importations,  214. 

West  India,  215. 
Independence   Day,  celebration  of   the  an- 
niversary of,  291,  294, 
•295,  305,  322. 
choice    of    orator    for, 
322. 
Indian  meal,  see  Breadstuffs,  10. 
Inferior  Court,  see  Court. 
Informer  of  Deer,  see  Deer. 
Inhabitants,  1,  8,  9,  11,  12,  14,  16,  18,  22,  24, 
20,  27,  28,  35,  36,  39,   41,   45, 
48,  49,  .50,  .53,  55,  56,  58,    59, 
60,  61,  62,  65,  69,  72,  74,  75,  81, 
82,  83,  84,  85,  86,  87,  89,  90, 
92,  93,  94,  95,  97,  99,  100,  lOS, 
105,    106,    108,    125,    127,   130, 
133,    135,   136,    141,    142,   145, 
150,    152,   153,   1.54,    155,   156, 
158,   159,   160,   163,    165,   168, 
169,   170,   172,   173,     179,  181, 
182,   183,   184,    185,    186,   187, 
191,   192,    194,    196,    197,    198, 
199,   200,   204,   207,    208,   209, 
211,   213,   218,   224,    225,   226, 
227,   232,   2.35,   237,    238,   241, 
242,   244,  246,    247,    25],   255, 
257,   259,  260,   261,    262,   264, 
265,   266,   267,   268,    269,  270, 
271,   274,   275,   276,    277,   282, 
288,   289,   291,   292,    294,   298, 
299,   301,   302,   306,    307,   309, 
310,   318,   319,   321,    323,   325, 
328,  329,  333,  334. 
depletion  of  town's,  19. 
petitions  of,  76. 

to  report  names  of    traitors  to 
the  Committee  of   Safety,  71. 
must  equip  themselves  and  at- 
tend the  military  musters,  78. 
informed  of  report  of  commit- 
tee on  the  act  relative  to  the 
Lord's  Day,  279. 
Innoculation,  9,  15,  323,  324. 

general,  to  encourage,  1.5. 
date  of  termination,  16. 
innoculating hospital  at  Apple 
Island,  323,  324. 
Inspection  a)id  safety,  4,  12,  35,   47,  49,  50, 
70,  71,  75,  lOS,  109, 
173,    177,     187,   227, 
228,   273,    275,    297, 
306. 
{Seealso  Committee.) 
duties  of,  300,  307. 
Inspectors  of  the  Market,  see  Market. 
Interest,  see  Notes,  negotiable. 
Islands  : 

West  Indies,  78,  323. 
Turks',  92. 
Apple,  323,  324. 

Judiciary  power,  126. 
Jurors,  20,  317. 

list  of,  26,  198,  258,  317. 

jury  book,  142. 

grand,  235. 
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Justices,  411,  liiS,  12:;,  124,  ISl,  TSS,  lUy. 
feos  due  Iroin,  ISU. 

Labor,  price  of,  13,  79-80. 
Lamb,  sL 

(Si'f  ti/.ao  Froviwious.) 
Lamps,  town,  to  be  aaain  lit  up,  :;27,  3;!0. 
to  collect,  3:iO,  332,  333. 
lainplii,'hters,  330,  333. 
lamp  tax,  333. 

e.xpeusi!  of  liijhtiiii;,  to  ilefray,  334. 
Lainlx,  owners  ; 

Ciijil.  .lob  Prince,  no. 

.)//■.     Ilezckiah     lilaiu-hani, 

(lO. 
heirs  of  .lames  Allen,  I'lO. 

.John  mill  Thomas 
Leuverelt,  tjil. 
Andrew  Symmes,  Ou. 
J/r.  (^lonuh,  'iU. 

Harris,  fiO. 
Dr.  Sprai;ue,  GO. 
Jfr.  Kilward  C'arues,  60. 
Sumner,  00. 
William  Dennic,  1(54. 
I'hillips  et  «/.<.,  327,329. 
town'rt,  ij.'i,  114,  115,  118,187. 

on  Oliver's  dock,  327,  ,329. 
sale  of,  5.'),  56,  57,  203,  311. 
ou  the  Neck,  55,  56,  57,  158, 
181,183,  180,  203,  208,  300, 
304,  310. 
title  to,  50,311,314,327. 
tiespassers  on  Beacon  Hill, 

57. 
waste,  60. 
petition    to    cM-m-t    tiarracks 

ou,  09. 
portion  of  ground   on  Fort 

Hill,G9. 
at  New  Bostou,  96. 
titli!     to     land    at    or    near 

North  Battery,  136,  149. 
raising  of  vegetables  on,  60, 

114,  115,  118,  178,  isu. 
abutting  on  the    Dftck,  304, 
311,  314,  316,  317,318,  326, 
327. 
Language,  improper,  92. 
Latin,  teacher  of,  in  the  scliools,  .55. 

(.SVc  <i/so  Bchools.) 
Laws,  92,  115,  172,  im,  246,275,280,  309. 

breach  of,  32,  33,  34,  35,  47,  77,  79,  80, 

84,  S9,  90,  91,  97,  98. 
enactment   of,   relative   to    renegades, 
called  the  Kxclusion  Act,  32,  34,  35, 
306,  307. 
relative  to  purchase  of  meat,  SI. 
to  uphold.  35,  66,  115,  .325. 
to  be  re.'id   at  town  meeting,  49,  246, 

■-'92,  309. 
relative  to  sweeping  of  chimneys,  288, 

2S9. 
trespasses  on  Beacon  Hill,  57. 
building  with  wood,  325,  :'.26. 
relative  to  certain  bylaws,  60. 

strangers,  71. 
penal,  313. 

confirmations  of,  127. 
Itulii'iis  rorpiiH,  127. 
repeal  of  certain,  150. 
(Nee  (iIko  By-laws.) 
Lead,  twenty  hundred  weiirht  of,  32S. 
Leat-es,  60,  72,  138,  181,  ls:i,   1S5,    1n7,   189, 

203. 
Leather,  sealers  of,  5,  51,  111,  175,  229,  296. 

dressers,  76. 
Legislative  power,  126. 
Legislalure,  the,  217. 

[Set'  (itxo  Assembly.) 
Letters  : 

from  ,1/r.  Samuel  Briik,  !09. 

committee  town  of  Sloughton  to 
the  selectmen  of  Boston,   177. 


Letters  : 

trom    .)/>•.  JuDtU-e  Gardner,    189,  195. 
town  of   Marblehead,   211,   212, 
214. 
circular,  to  maritime  towns,  217,  21S-l<.t. 
from  John  Bradford,  Ksi/.,  217,  222. 
complimentary    address   to   the  Jlm- 
•juh  lie  la   Fayette,  217-lS. 
reply,  218. 
Mr.    Hunt,     master      of     tlu:     South 

(irammar  school,   220. 
Stephen  Higginson,  Knij.,  254. 
from  l/'ni.  .James  Lovell,  256. 
circular  letters,  265,  274,  275. 
from  6''//><.  Oollis,  270. 
Mr.  Prentice,  270. 
lion.   Stimuel     Adams     to     the 

."^e/i'i/iiu'ii  of  Boston,  2ii2. 
Nathan  Krazier,  A'.v/.,  293. 
Cil/it.  (iiistavus  Fellows,  294. 
J/oii.  Wiliam   Philips,  310. 
Lil)els,  85. 
Literature,  encourai;ement  of,  127,  157. 

iiiid  science,  157,  ".l:!. 
Live  stock,  to  introiiuce  into  the  town,  76. 
(See  iiUii  Cattle.) 
farmers   recomuiendcd    to    jnir- 
chase,  82. 
Loan  olilce,  99. 
Lord's  Day,  298. 

observance  of  the,  7,  313. 

an  act  for  the  more 
effectual,  277,279. 
memorial    to   the    (ieneral    As- 
sembly  relative  to,  2SU-S5. 
Lotteries,  203. 
Lumber,  82,  214. 

Magazine,  public,  to  be  opened,  94,  95,  96. 
granary  to  use  as  a.  96. 
supplies  for  the,  100,  102 
to  furnish  with  grain,  101. 
salt  anil  other  merchandize 

turned  into  the,  101. 
articles  sold  from,  101, 102. 
to  keep  open,  102. 
Major  (Ieneral and  (Commander  of  the  army 
of  the  United  Stales  in  the   Kastern 
Depaitment,  memorial  to,  39,  40,  42. 
reply  from,  42,  43. 
.Manufactures,  272. 

pric'cs  of,  79. 
Marblehead,  44,  21 1,  212,  214. 
Maritime  towns,  circular  letti'r  to,  217,  218, 
219. 
{See  II Uo  Letters.) 
Market,  19,  65,  SO. 

clerks  of  the,  9,  54,  71,  113,  177,  228, 

229,  262,  2' 19. 
forestalling  the,  10,  13,  45,  40,  S7,  88. 
rei;ulations  of  the,  19. 
north  dooi's  and  windows  of,  to  be 

]iut  up,  43. 
inspectors  of,  46,  301,  302,  303,  304. 
lish,  56,  57,9s,  99,  100. 
vi'getablcs  sold  in,  81,  301. 
stalls  in,  81. 
disorders  of,  301. 
wood,  301. 
hay,  301,  303,  329. 
regulating,  311. 
place,  -s'ee  I)ock  square, 
square,  see  Dock  square. 
Masons,  79. 

{Ser  i,l'<i,  Trades.-) 
Massacre  on  .March  5,  1770,  to  commemorate, 
1,  2,  47,  48,  49, 
lot;,  107,108,  J 70, 
171,224,225,226, 
2S'j-90,  :;i-5. 
chatme  in  institu- 
tion of  tlie  anni- 
versary of,  3u4, 
30.'. 
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Massachuselts  I?av.  the  State  of,  13,  10,  26, 
;vj,    rj.i,    137,    1:M, 
158,  159,  196,  -280. 
Constitution      and 
form     of    govern- 
ment, -2. 
old,  to  reject,  22,  23. 
new,  to  institute,  23, 
24. 
towns  and  plantations  of, 

22,  26. 
first  governor,  158-l.",y. 
Meat,    unmerchantable,    brought    into    th' 
town,  77. 
law  as  to  purchasing,  81. 
engrossing  of,  to  prevent,  86. 
Mechanics,  215. 
Medicines,  9. 
Meeting-houses  : 

old   brick,  1,  2,  21,   48,  ]u6, 
107,    126,     170,     171,     22.J, 
290. 
bells  of  the  several,  184. 
sextons,  184. 
Dr.  Cooper's,  322. 
Memorials  or  petitions : 

to  the  General  Court,  9,  10, 
13,  19,  20,21,  277,279,280- 
85. 
Hon.  Horatio  Gates,  39,  40. 
reply  of, 
42,43. 
to  committees  appointed  to 
receive  subscriptions  and 
purchase  flour  and  grain, 
41. 
reason  for  delay  in  printing 
town's  memorial  to   Gi'nl. 
Gates  and  his  reply,  43. 
for  assistance   to  the  poor, 

212. 
in   behalf   of   the   estate   of 

Edw.  Hoi lyday,  243-44. 
iVr.  Samuel  iiuggles,  263. 
Men-of-war,  aee  Ships,  vessels,  tie 
Merchandize,   price  of,    84,  88,  S9,   99,   100, 
215. 
possible  exportation  of,  89. 
turned  into   the  public  store, 
101. 
Merchants,  82,  89,  92,  94,  99,  215. 

must  comply  with  the  law,  90. 
account  of  all  sales,  t'tc,  to  ren- 
der, 90. 
to  wait  on,  90,  91,  95. 
Military  musters,  78. 

wards,  179,  182,  210. 
stores,  220. 
Militia,  11,  12,  77,  78,  140,  141,  145,  25S,  259, 
27^  328. 
drafts  from  the,  19. 
arms  for,  to  purchase,  67,  68. 
orders  to  captains  of  companies  in, 
244. 
{See  nlno  Troops.) 
Mill  bridge,  the,  6,  52,  112,  178,  231. 
repairs  to,  10"i. 
{See  also  Bridge.) 
owners,  103. 
Mills: 

new,  0,  52,  112,  178,  231. 
north,  203. 
Milton,  75. 

Ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  remind  their  con- 
gregations of    important    town 
meeting,  127. 
copy  of  vote  to  send  to  all,  127. 
of  the  needs  of  the  poor,  205. 
Molasses,  38,  79,  92. 

Monies,  67,  74,137,  142,  146,149,154,158,  160, 
164, 181,  201,  202,  203,  206,  212,  215, 
221 ,  231, 248,  251,  252,  2.53,  254,  260, 
263, 267,  268,  279,  286,  289,  298,  299, 
300,  316,  318,  333. 


Monies,  to  raise,  10,  11,  14,  18,  26,  27,  29,  30, 
38,  41,  57,  61,  64,  73,  94,  98,  105, 
124,  140, 145,  146,  153, 167, 168, 170, 
201,  213,  223,  224,  238,  249,  250,  318, 
319,  333,  334. 
for  fire  arms,  12. 

payment  of  bounties,  17,  18. 
of  town  treasurer,  26,  116,  117. 
for  soldiers'  families,  260. 
to  raise  for  the  poor,  29,  30,  98,  120, 
189,  190,  191,  242. 
provide  flour  and    grain,  38,  41, 
44. 
due  Gapt.  Amasa  Davis  from   the 

town,  231. 
notes  to  issue,  for  loans  of,  18,  27, 
38,57,  61,64,98,  120,  140-41,  142, 
146,   1.50,   154,    165,    167,  168,  201, 
242. 
receipts  for,  41. 

to  draw  on  town  treasurer  for,  41, 
150,  239,  240. 
deposit  with  town  treasurer,  42, 
116,  117,  140. 
expenditures  of,  granted  by  town, 

56. 
old,  197. 

received   and    paid   into   the  treas- 
urer's, 116,  117,  118,  119. 
interest  on,  to  overseers  of  the  poor, 

176,  177,  201. 
paper,     to     exchange     for     silver, 

177. 
premium  on,  181. 
advanced  by  Nathan  Frazier,  I'.iy. 
be  repaid,  180. 
Monopoly  Act,  81. 
Mutton,  81,  102. 

{See  also  Provisions.) 


Naval  strength  of  a  nation  linked  with  its 

commercial  status,  215. 
Navies,  foreign,  214. 
Neassity  [Necessity?]  {brigauthie),  92. 

{See  also  Ships,  vessels,  etc.) 
Neck,  the,  see  Boston  Neck. 
Negroes  and  mulattoes,  19,  So''. 
New  Boston,  see  West  Boston. 
England  rum,  91. 

{See  also  Rum.) 
Colonies,  101. 
Mills,  .s,>f  Mills. 
Newspapers,  publishing  in  the,  24,  71,  80,  81, 
97,  99,  144,  145,  147,  153,  250, 
252,   275,    279,  294,  307,  311, 

Willis',  85. 

address  to  the  Man/uis  Fay- 
ette and  his  re- 
ply, published 
in  the  several, 
218. 
Jiaroii  Viomeuil, 
and  his  reply 
thereto,  p  u  b- 
lished  in  the 
several,  279. 
New  York,  38. 

Noith  Hattery,  136,  138,  149,  185,  188,  220. 
to  sell,  189,  220. 

{See  also  Battery.) 
{See  also  Fortilirations.') 
liind,  55,  210. 
Mills,  203. 

{Sec  also  Mills.) 
(irammar  School,  197,  223,   224,  233, 
234. 

{See  also  Schools.) 
sciuare,  301,  302. 

{See  also  Streets.) 
writing  school,  25,  223,  234. 
master  of,  25,  223,  234. 
{See  also  Schools.) 
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Nolcn,  interest,  etc.,  IS,  -.'7,  ".S,  57,  61,  64,  '.'H, 

104,  114,  1-20,   140-41,   l'>4,   166,    167, 

16S,  l-H,  J40,  242,  •J4S,  •Jl'.i,  -J.M),  -Hil, 

•J64. 

for,    i;iven    tiy   town  treasurer,   168, 

lyy,  -I'M,  -Zvi. 

Oatli  of  Fidelity,  ."4,  2'J2. 
Oaths  (//('/  Buliscriptiont",  12>,  172,  226,  24:j. 
Otlices,  iueoini)atabilily  aiul  exclusion  fioin, 
127. 
qualitieations  for,  127. 
Oil.  215. 

Old  Brick   Meetinu-house,  1,  2,  21,  4S,    106, 
107,  126, 170,  171,  225,  200. 
{See  iilxo  Meeting-houses.) 
North  square,  set  North  square. 
Oliver's  dock,  :501,  30:i,  ^25,  327,  320. 

(  See  (i/so  Wharves.) 

Oration  to  be  delivered   iu  eomnieinoralion 

of  the  Boston  massaere,  March  5, 

1770,  1,  2,  47,  4S,  40.  106,  107,  170. 

171,  172,  224,  22.1,  226,  2SO-00. 

copy  of,  to   be   furnished  the  I'rcss, 

4S,  107,  225. 
to    be   delivered   at  the   Old   Brick 

Meetiuii-house,  170,  171,  200. 
ol)servance  of  an,  to  be  siiptrseded 
by  the  suitable  observance  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of 
Inde|)endence,  291,  204,  205,  oo5. 
to  be  delivered  on  each  succeeding 
anniversary  of  the  4th  of  July, 305, 

choice  of  orator,  322. 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  see  I'oor. 

rainters,  79. 

(See  also  Trades.) 
I'amphlets,  95. 
I'avenieuts,  see  Streets. 

I'enalties  or  Fines,  3,  17,  59,  60,  IIS,  165,  169, 
174,   ISO,  181,  189,  195,  284,  2SS,  280,  302, 
.303. 
Petition  in  case  of  Francis  Johonnot,  33. 
of  number  of  inhabitanis,  76,  320. 
tlie  several  butchers,  81. 
Gustavus   Fellows,   15S,  159,  160. 
C'ipt.  Bradford,  181,  1S3. 
Mr.  Krazier,  192. 
collectors  of  taxes,  107,  19S,  199. 
Jonas  Welch,  2o3. 
Robert  Patterson,  226. 
Paul  Farmer,  231,  2:'.9. 
Amasa  Davis,  231,  239,  240. 
the  town  of  Chelsea,  324. 
Pewterers,  79. 

(See  also  Trades.) 
Philadelphia,  177. 

congress  In  sessi<in  at,  137. 
Physicians,  0, 15,  16,  323. 

names  of,  324. 
Pickled  meat  or  wet  ijrovisions,  sale  of,  in 

mark(!t.  prohibited,  320. 
Pitch,  70. 

Poor,  overseers  of  the,  3,  20,  54,  57,  68,  9S, 
110,  119,  120,  149, 
173,  176,  ISO,  190, 
191,  201,  205,  230, 
242,  251,  25S,  300, 
375. 
choice  of,  3,  50,  110, 

aecountsof.toaudit, 
7,    5:',,    114,    177, 
230,2:!I,  300. 
drafts  of,   201,  202, 
213,230,  242,250, 
251,   315,   318. 
medicines,  9. 
physicians,  19. 

supplies   for,   20,  30,  43,  54,  55,  57.  98, 
149,  189,  191,  205,  212,  242,  249,  258. 
Pork,  10. 


Port  Bill,  the,  213. 

(.s>^  also  Bills.) 
Post  (111(1  irons,  :j3o,  ?,ZZ. 
Powder,  xec  Arms  (tuil  Ammunition. 
Premium-,  see  Taxes. 
Press,  liberty  of  the,  128. 
Price  of  labor,  79,  80. 

ve-etabU-s,  81. 
mcKhaiidise,  84,  06. 
wood,  04. 
breadstiit'fs,  06. 
countrv  produce.  Oi'.. 
ICuropOan   t;uods,  ,7c.,  98,  99,  100. 
Printers,  79,  275. 

(See  (tl.s(,  Trades.) 
Printins.',  notifications,  62,  274,  275. 

names  of    persons  inimical  to  the 
<ause  of  America,  71. 
of    persons    violalini;    laws 
relative   to   sale   of     pro- 
visions. So. 
prices  of  provisions,  81. 
votes   of     town     relative    to    sale 

of  wood,  06. 
names  ot  persons  violating  regula- 
tions of  the  town.  07. 
oration     commemorative     of     the 
massacre   of   Marcli  5,   1770,  48, 
107. 
of  blanks  for  town  treasurer,  147. 
Prisoners  of  war  at  larixe,  70,  71,  72,  75. 

escape  of,  157. 
Privateers,  see  Ships,  vessels,  etc. 
I'roduee,  country,  >8. 
Provisions,  302. 

high  price  of,  8,  0,  13,  25,  31,  58, 
71,  102,  211,  215. 
rejiorts     coucern- 
ing,  9,  13. 
for     families    of     non-commis- 
sioned  oUicers   and    soldiers, 
10.  124. 
for  the  poor,  20,  .30. 
addition:d  allowance  to  school- 
masters because  of  high  price 
of,  31. 
wet,  320. 

to  sell  in  small  (piantities,  .38. 
committee     appointed     to    pur- 
chase, 41,  42.  SS,  SO. 
vegetables  to  furnish  the  inhab- 
itants, 58,  60.  81,  114,   115,  118, 
no,  120. 
at  extortionate  rates,  6;de  of,  to 

prevent,  >o,  81. 
violation  of  laws  relative  to  sale 

of,  lo  punish,  80,  87. 
price  of,  81. 
butchers'  meat,  81. 
forestalling  of,  s7. 
beef,   10,    81,    102,   152,  153,    157, 
165,  166,  167,  204,  2o5,  206,  20", 
20S,  200,  242,  240,  253. 

Queen  street,  25,  198,  223,  234,  .321. 
(Sec  itlso  Streets,  etc.) 

Hate  bills,  sec  Taxes. 

lieading,  97. 

Meal  estate,  condition  of  the  town's,  155. 

(See  also  Taxes.) 
Ueceipis  for  monies,  41,  67,  121,  123,  163,256, 
3:14. 
(See  also  Monies.) 
Records,  town,  26,  32,  60,  08,  116,  117,  144. 

of   committees    appointed   to    pur- 
chase grain  and  other  necessities 
for  the  town.  42. 
county,  1 16,  117. 
state,  116,  117. 
Recruits  for  the  army,  217. 

to  procure,  144,  145. 
Refuse  on  the  streets,  115,  120. 
(See  also  Streets."' 
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Regiments,  sef  Troops. 
Register,  county,  174,  175. 
Renegades,  '27,  28,  S'i,  33,  34,  35,  85. 
return  of,  32. 
exclusion  act,  32,  300,  307. 

iireach  of,  .32,  33, 
34,  35. 
Rents,  leases,  etc.,  2R,  68,  203. 
Reports  of  i-oinmittees,  1,  2,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13, 
17,  18,  19,  28,  31, 
32,  35,  38,  41,  44, 
45,  46,  53,  55,  57, 
eo,  63,  65,  69,  70, 
71,  72,  73,  74,  75, 
76,  77,  78,  80,  85, 
87,  89,  91,  92,  98, 
99,  100,  103,  104, 
106,  107,  116,  117, 
118,  119,  123,  130- 
35,  137,  140,  144, 
147,  148,  159,  160, 
161,  163,  105,  169, 
179,  180,  182,  183, 
188,  189,  190,  195, 
199,  200,  201,  202, 
203,  204,  206,  210, 
211,  213,  217,  221, 
222,  223,  224,  235, 
237-38,  241,  243, 
244,  252,  254,  255, 
256,  259,  260,  263, 
265,  269,  270,  276, 
280,  286,  287,  2S8, 
289,  290,  3(11-304, 
305,  307,  310,  312, 
315,  316,  317,  326, 
327,  328,  329,  330, 
331,  334. 
of  town  treasurer, 
26. 
selectmen,  15. 
Representation,  rights  of,  23. 

equality  of,  66. 
{See  ri/xo  Form  of  Government,  etc.) 
Representatives,  197,  198,  214,  219,  248,  254, 
273. 
hou.se  of,  7,  S,  13,  126,  280, 
319. 
speaker    of    the, 
319. 
chamber,  161,  163,  212,  227, 

232,  253,  269. 
choice  of,  IS,  24.  61,  62,  63, 

135,  137,  138,  152,196,  200, 
246,247,2.54,256,  2.57,  258, 
309,  312,  319. 

names  of,  and    number  of 
votes    received,    18,    62, 

136,  137,  196,  247. 
instructions  to,  19,   20,   21, 

22,  23,  28,  64,  65,  60,  67, 
131-35,  138,  153,  155,  156, 
157,  214-17,  259,  260,  310, 
312-15. 
memorial  to,  19,  20. 
instructed   as  to  return  of 
renegades   to  the    town, 
28. 
Resolutions  framed  against  illicit  trade  with 

Great  Britain,  273-274,  275. 
Rhode  Island,  26,  27. 
Rice,  10,  38. 
Ropewalkers,  79. 

{See  also  Trades.) 
Roxbury,  45,  56,  57,  77,  166. 

selectmen  of,  77. 
Rum,  44,  89,  92,101. 

New  England,  91. 
Rye  meal,  see  Breadstuffs. 
bread,  see  Breadstuffs. 

Safety,  committee  of,  4,  12,  35,  47,  49,  70,  71, 
72,  75,  108,  109,  112,  116,  227,228,  306, 
307. 


Safety,  committee  of,  names  of,  49,  50,  116, 
228. 
duties  of,  306,  307. 
(See  also  Committees.) 
Salaries  or  Allowances,  8,  10,  21,  25,  32,  SO, 
197-98,    220,    233, 
300. 
school-masters',   53, 
54,  69,  71,  102,104, 
123,  137,  146,  147, 
149,  164,  169,  178, 
208,  209,  211,  220. 
221,  222,  233,  286- 
87,  316,   318,  319, 
320. 
J/r.  John  Vinal,  223, 
224,  234,   286,  287, 
321. 
Mr.  William   Cros- 
■well,  198,223, 
334. 
Samuel  Hunt, 
25,  31,  35, 
71,       103, 
197,     223, 
233,     286, 
320. 
assistant  of, 
104,  147. 
Bam  u  el    Hol- 
brook,   25,   31, 

57,  71,  103. 
Aaron    Smith, 

197. 

James  Tileston, 
25,31,  71,  103, 
223,  234,  320. 

John      Tileston, 

58,  197,     234, 
286,  321. 

James  Bently, 
31. 

James  Carter, 
25,  31,  58,  71, 
103,    198,    223, 

233,  286,  320. 
William  Bently, 

25,  35,  71,  103. 
David     Jeffries, 

25,  210. 
Nathan      Davis, 

223,    224,    233, 

234,  286,     287, 
320,  .321. 

Paul    Farmer, 
239. 
assessors,   31,  61,  68, 
72,    118,    14S,     149, 
221,  325. 
town     treasurer,    71, 
119,   149,    235,   31S, 
319,  321,  331. 
measurers  of    wood, 

96. 
to  officers,  116. 
Samuel  Payson    (?), 

286,  321. 
town  clerk,    149,  150, 

301,  318. 
collectors     of    taxes, 

240,  297,  298. 
watchmen      of     the 

town,  269,  318. 
Mr.    Isaac     Warreu, 
286. 
Salem,  44,  .333. 
Bales,  e<c.,accountof  all,  92, 

to  be  furnished,  90. 
authorized,  189. 
of  land,  311, 
Salt,  91,  92,93,  101. 
Cadiz,  92. 
committee  to  receive  and  store,  95. 
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S.:ivenL'i'i>,  >'>,  W,  ll'.,  17'>,  :;aO,  'JOO-OT,   301, 

:!02,  au5,  3tis, 
instructions  to  the,  302. 
Srhool-  : 

Xortli  Gianimar,  107,  223,  224,  2.'.3, 

2S(;,  2X7,  3211.  321. 
Hi'Utli   (iruniMiar,  2"i,  3.'i,  lii:;,  l(i4, 

13S,  147,  197,  220,  233,  2Si3,  320. 
-Ndith  Latin,  5.5. 

maPtor    for,    to     ap. 
point,  .'I'l. 
wriliiii;  : 

nortli,  2.'.,   107,    los,    223, 
221,    2m),    320  , 
32 1 . 
ma«tcr  of,  2.".,  147. 
in  l^uuen   street,  2>i,  lOS, 
223,  286,320. 
mat^ter  of,  2'). 
T>atin  tau<jlit  in,  55. 
\  isitation  of,  300. 

maritfra'  salariis,  8,  10,  21,  25,  30, 
31,  32,  .35,  54,  5.'),  O'J,  71, 
102,    103,  13.7,    140,  147, 
149,  16J,    li'.O,   17S,  107, 
I'.tS,  208,   200,   211,  212, 
213,  221,  2-'2,  223,   251, 
2>46,  2S7,  320,  321. 
lielitionn  of.  57. 
just  complaints  of,  58. 
tlu'    coninion,     223,    224, 
2*<7,  321,  320. 
present    arranireiiu'nt     of     ]iiiblic 

schools,  220,  234,  235. 
south,  237. 
usliers,  25,  35,  69,  71. 

salaries    of,    103,  lo4,   147, 
lOS,  223.  2:;4,  2S.;. 
l)ell  fur  a  school,  2'>3. 
eclioolhonse,    115,   J20,    123,    124, 
138,   164,  178,  179,    237,  238,   251, 
318,  320. 
visitors  to,  233. 
Sea  coasts,  119,  120. 

net;lecti(l,  157. 
Sealers  of  Leather,  sc*  l^eatlier. 
Securities,  242,  327. 

tjielectmeu,  15,  2o,  24,  30,  3S,  43,  40,  5i;,57,  63, 

6S,  6,1,72,   81,  82,  84,   86,93,06, 

97,  90,    120,    135,    137,    138,    140, 

148,  149,  152,  153,   157,  ]-;5,  176, 

177,  181,  188,  ISO,  T.I3,  106,  l;iS, 

200,  201,  203,  200,  210,  211,213, 

221,  222,  223,  225,  226,  227,237, 

239,  240,  243,  246,  247,  251,25;',, 

254,  256,  357,   258,  250,  260,  26:!, 

280,  286,  280,  200,  204,  208,  299, 

300,  310,  311,  312,  322,  325,  326, 

327,  328,  330,  334. 

number  of,  to  auament,  112. 

choice  of,  3,  21,  49,  los,  172,  292. 

drafts  of   the,   177,  201,  231,   250, 

251,  315,  318,  .331. 
to  lay  out  certain  lands  into  lots 

of  sixty  feet  eadi,  31 1, 
of  Ko.\bury,  77. 
Selectmen's  chamlier",  144,  163,  206. 
Senate,  the,  2S0. 
Senators,  election  of,  129,131,  15o,  151,  152, 

193,   104,  200,  244,  245,  307,  ".2o. 
Se.xtons,  184. 

{Sei;  also  Burial  places.) 
Sheep,  91. 

Ships,  vessels,  etc.,  93,  95,  96,  21:;,  215,  264, 
274. 
cargoes,  93,  95,  213. 
men-of-war.  20. 
privateers,  20,  216,  274. 
coasters,  38,  84. 
masters  of,  77. 
buikiinir,  215. 
carpenters,  79,  215. 
ris!;ger8,  79,  215. 
joiners,  79,  215. 


Ships,  hloci;  makers,  7o,  215. 

Iioalbiiililers,  70,  21.5. 

sail-makers.  79,  215. 

.\V„,v«,7;/  (XrreH.siti/r)  92. 

owners  of,  96. 

liospital  I. oat,  258. 
Shoes,  30,  MO,  164,  165,  279,  2<W.  28fi. 

(.8,,  '//vo  ('..ntinental  Army  ; 
Shops  .,)■  slall.M  in  various  parts"  of  the  town, 
for      supplvin:;     iiiliabiliiiits      with 

buteli,.|s'     UieMt,  81. 

shci|i-kieiiers,  00,  02,  09. 
Silver,  214. 

Slauirhler  houses,  8],  00. 
Smallpo.K,  0,  10,  14,  15,  ;123. 
spread  of,   15. 

farther,  15. 
innoiul.ition  for,  O,  15,  ir,. 

,  >■  (  ii/xo  J  liseasCB,  infectious.) 
Soapboilers,  7''>. 

(S,.(,/so  Trades.) 
S<,l.liers,  .,.-■  Tr,...ps. 
South  Uattery,  15:;,  155. 

( Sffi'dlxo  r.attery.1 
Knd.  55.  75,  12o,  -JIO. 

school  at,  120,   12:1,   124,   l:;S,  164, 
17s,   Km,  •j:;S. 
South  grammar  school,  25,  35,    lo:;,    lo4,  223. 
master  of,  25,  22:!. 
usher     of,     35,    lo3, 

lol. 
{S.,'  ,1 '■<<,>  .'Schools.) 
Southern    States,    einliarL,'o    on     ll'Ur     and 

bread  coi  n  in  the,  :;o. 
Speech,  freedom  of,  to  secure,  127,  I:i2. 

liberty    of,  (III'/    of    the  I'ress,    128, 

i:;2. 
abuse  of, 
l::2. 
of    Goririior    LjviiiListone,  relative 
to  return  of  reneij.ides,  2s. 
Stale  artillery  service,  77. 
{Src  <l/sn  'J'roops.) 
t'oiivention,  81. 

to  call.  6:;,  6ii. 
House,  86,  152,  106,  216,  .300,  3:;o. 
hos))ital,  .V,,'  Hospital. 
Secretarv  of,  151. 
street,  30:!. 

{Sre  also  Streets.) 
tax,  S,  250. 

(Sic  also  'J'.-i.\es.) 
treasury,  8. 
Statistics   as   to   non-commissioned   ollicers 
and  soldiers  oflhe  Continental  .Vnny,  11. 
Staves,  s.e  Wooil. 
SlocKini,'s,  :J0,  140.  164,  165. 

(.8Ve  iil^o  Continental  Army.) 
Stori's,  military,  22o. 
Stouuditon,  17.' 
."Streets,  highways  ami  byways: 

surveyors  of  liiirbwavs,  6,  112,  178, 

2:;i .' 
to  |iatrol,  274. 
refuse  on,  115, 120. 

to  rake  up  an<I  collect,  120. 
le.idini;  to  the  .North  Mills,  203. 
repairiui:  of,  221,  251,  268,  :;1S. 
tax  raised  for,  'l',b. 
pavinsr  of,  221. 
encroa<tbmenls  on,  204,  302,  303,:i04, 

311,331. 
Queen,     Dock     si|uare.      Common, 
North  square,  \\  aler,  State. 
Subscriptions,  0,  IS,  2';.  27,  ::8,  41,  42,  43,  74, 
75,    04,    98,    90,    101,  102,    104,  105,   125, 
140,    141,    142,    14:;,     144,    145,    154,    157, 
190,  191. 
Suffolk,  County  <>f,  150,  151,   103,  244,  245, 

:!07,  30S. 
Sugar,  :!8,  44,  79,  80,  00,  lol. 

bakers,  90. 
Sureties,  bonds  to  be  i,'iveii  as,    67,  68,  119, 
232,  2:i4,  243,  251,  Jos. 
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Sureties  to  be  put  in  suit,  201,  •^40,  2ril,-Jo3, 

205. 
Surveyors  of  Boards,  aefi  Wood. 
Hemp,  s<-e  Hemp. 
Highways,  see    Streets,  liiirh. 

ways. 
Wlieat,  s-cc  Breadstuffs. 

Tailors,  70. 

{See  also  Trades.) 
Tallow  Chandlers,  7(3. 
( See  aho  Trades.) 
Tanners,  715,  79. 

{See  also  Trades.) 
Tar,  79. 

Ta.\e8,  253,  254,  25.5,  261,  'Jtu,  i;()5,  266,267, 

2S7. 

collectors  of,  3,  26,  .30,  53,  .55,  61,  67, 

68,  112,  116,  117,  121, 

122,  142,  143, 144, 148, 

155,  103,164,166,167, 

168,174,  176,179,  183, 

189,  197,  199,200,201, 

202,206,  208,209,  212, 

215,231,233,235,238, 

242,  243,249,250,251, 

252,  2.53,  254,  255,  256, 

260,  261,  262,  264,  267, 

26S. 

premiums,  8,  55,  61,  68, 

119,  248,  316,  318. 
choice  of,  3,   7,  112,  113, 
116,117,119,  174,  ISO, 
227,  240,  261,  262,  264, 
287,  295,  297. 
allowance    to,    68,    IDS, 

118,  240. 
petition     of,      197,    198, 
199. 
abatement  of,  7,10,26,53,  54,68,114, 
117, 121,  12  ;,  1S3,  197,  198,  237,  248, 
249,  251,  2.53,  2.54,  262,  287,  297,  298, 
316,  318. 
tax  to  raise  to  defr-iv  expenses  of  the 
town,  8,  10,  20,   73,  105,  120,  140, 
141,  142, 14i,  144,  146,  149,  1-53,  154, 
1C8,  182,201,211,  213. 
lamp  tax,  333. 
state  tax,  8,  2-50,  260,  315. 
poll  tax,  8, 10,  14,  18,26,27,57,  07,  73, 
105,  120,  124,  140,  142,  146,  149,  154, 
108,  182,  206,  207,  211,  235,  238,  255, 
201,  204,  319,  .334. 
real  estate,  10, 14,18,  26, 27,  57,73, 105, 
120,  124,  140,  142,  140,  149,  154,  155, 
166,  182,  206,207,211,  235,  238,  251, 
254,  255,  201,  204,  319,  334. 
commission,  121. 
method  of  levyint;  more  equitably,  .56, 

60. 
rate  bills,   67,  179,  183,  207,  237,  242, 

252. 
tax  to  raise  to  obtain  supplies  for  the 

poor,  98,  120,  121,  190. 
of    non-residents   of  the   town,   l-'i7, 
198. 
residents  not  doing  business,  109. 
beef,  100,201,  2ii4. 
act  relative  to,  109. 
relative  to  present  mode  of  assessing 

and  colk-ctiug,  17ii,  179. 
state,  county  (tiid  town,  179,  182. 
one  standard  of  taxation,  179, 182, 183. 
delinquents,  195,  212,  217,  262,  334. 
raised  for  repairs  of  streets,  235. 
lack  of  proper  lists  of  rateable  estates, 

265. 
list  of  ])ersons  and  taxes  not  collected, 
to  furnish,  287. 
Tea,  .38,  101. 
Teamsters,  79,  82,  86. 

(See  also  Trades.) 
Tender  Act  (so-called),  177. 
(See  also  Act.) 


Thirteen  States,  the,  confederation  of,  216. 
Tinmen,  79. 

(See  also  Trades.) 
Titles  to  land,  50,  311,  314,  3-JT. 

(See  also  Land.s.) 
Town,  cleansing  of,  16. 

Clerk,  3,  47,  49,  60,  81,  85,  95,  96,  98, 
123,    125,  136, 142, 143,  144, 
149,  153,  159,  167,  184,  190, 
s    199,  206,219,  244,  247,   251, 
253,  272,  274,  279,  291,  292, 
299,  .301,318. 
pro  tern.,  80,  87. 
choice  of,  107,  172,226. 
to     furnish     the     Representa- 
tives with  attested  copy  of 
town's    resolution   relative 
to    retui-n    of     renegades, 
28. 
attested  memorial  and  address 
to    the    Major-General    and 
Commander    of    the   army, 
40. 
to  have  150  votes   relative   to 

wood  printed,  96. 
salary  of,  149-5U. 
copy  of  testimonial  to  present 

to  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  155. 
to    furnish  assessors  with    at- 
tested copies  of  vote,  199. 
to  have  address  to  the  Mar- 
quis    Fayette    and    his    re- 
ply published  in  the  several 
newspapers,  218. 
cryer,  144,  184. 
debit  and  creditof  the,  7.  .53,  114,  177, 

181,  182,  201,  248,  249,  298. 
dock,  46,  305. 

abutters  on,  311,  314,310,   317, 

318,  326,  327. 
to  till  up,  311. 
expenses  of,  to  defray,  S,  10,  11,  148, 

149,  201. 
house,  61,  135. 

hind,  raising;:  of  vegetables  upon,  00, 
114,  115,  118,  178,~'180. 

lamps  to  be  again  lit  up,  327,  330. 

meetings,  1,  2'^  3,  7,  8,  9,  11,  12,  13,14, 
15,  16,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  24,  26,  27, 
28,  30,  31,  32,  34,  30,  37,  39,  43,  44, 
47,  48,  49,  51,  54,  56,  57,  58,  59,  61, 
62,  63,  05,  67,  68,  69,  70,  72,  73,  74, 
75,76,77,80,  82,  83,84,  85,80,  87, 
89,  90,  91,  93,  94,  95,  97,  99,  100, 101 , 
102,  104,  105,  106, 107,  lo8,  169,  111, 
113,  115,  118,  120, 122,  124,  125,  13.'., 

150,  152,  153,  155, 156,  158,  160,  165, 
169,  170,  172, 192,  200,  204,  211,  218, 
219,  224,  226,  227,  22S,  241,  242,  244, 
246,  261,  265,  267,  270,  273,  275,  270, 
277,  289,  291,  307,  309,319,  321,  323, 
325. 

officers,  126,  251,  299,  301. 

choice  of,  3-0,  7,  49,  IDS,  109, 
110,  111,  112,   128,    172-75, 
177,  178,180,  184,  185,   isO, 
187,   193,    226-233,    292-293, 
295-301,  329. 
time  of  service  of,   to  limit, 
126. 
quota  of  men  called   for,  from   the. 
for  the  continental  army,   lo,   140, 
156,  160,  161,  163,  170,  191,  194,  195, 
196,  198,  204,  205,  206,  209,   235,  2.36, 
2.38,  241,  243,  244,  208,  269. 
statistics  of,  194. 
arms  assigned  to,  59,  231. 
proportion  of  tines,  174,  176,  180,  181, 

189,  195. 
quota  of  supplies  for  the  army,  249. 
records,  26,  32,   60,  73,   98,    116,  117, 

144,317. 
resolves,  92,  99. 
(See  also  Laws.) 
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Town  treasurer,  4,  7,  14,  18,  '2i),  'il,  .,,  ,-i, 
68,  &J,  71,  HO,  105,  luii,  U-J, 
11:J,  118,  ll'J,  140,  14t-,  147, 
15.!,  ir>4,  164,  100,107,  108, 
170,  177,  180,  ISl,  ISJ,  1H7, 
ISS,  ISO,  100,  19.'),  190,  -JOl, 
•20.>,  '206,  'JOS,  2-Jl,  2-J-2,  2V2. 
•J34, -235, 'JI'm,  •2:'.9,  2411,  24'2, 
252,  265,  269,  286,  287,  29:1- 
94.  298,  300,  :U6,  321,  331, 
333. 

allow.iiice  to,  71,  119. 

books  of,  20,  110,  118,  223, 
248,2.56,  3ir.,  310,  318. 

to  receive  stibscriplioiin,  38, 
41. 

to  Issue  negotiable  notes, 
IS,  27,  38,  :>-,  61,  04,  98, 
104,  105,  120,  141-42,  146, 
107,  16S,  242,  252. 

monies  to  depo.-it  with,  42. 
to  draw  on,  for,  42, 
68,  09,  114,  124,221, 
240. 

to  open  new  set  of  books, 
201. 

resiirnation  of,  227. 

choice  of  new,  227. 

bonds  of  232,  234. 

thanks  to  okl,  for  services, 

to  Bupplv  witli     provisions,  etc.,  89, 
92,  93,  95. 
wood,  93,  90. 
grain,  101,  140. 
security  of  the,  at  niuhi,    nieasiirea 

for,  326,  327,  329. 
watch,  211,  221,222,274. 
(^ec  a/so  Watch.) 
Town's  title  to  its  real  estate,  50. 
valuation,  ISO. 
{Si'e  also  Lands.) 
Trade,  13,  214,  215,  323. 

decline  of,  10,215. 

illicit,  157,187,270,  271,  272,  273,  274. 

275. 
preservation  of,  215,  314. 
income  by,  264. 
Traders,  92,  94,  09. 

to  furnish  account  of  all  sales,  etc., 


Trades : 


to  wait  on,  90,  91. 

bakers.  35,  46,  92,  266,  26" 
butchers,  76,  81,  82. 
tanners,  76. 

leather  dressers,  70,  79. 
tallow  chandlers,  7<i. 
soap  boilers,  70. 
ship  carpenters,  79,  215. 
carpenters.  79. 
caulkers,  "9,  215. 
riijiiers,  79,  215. 
Bhi|)  joiners,  79,  215. 
housowriiihts,  79. 
luasons,  79. 
blacksmiths,  79. 
block  makers,  79,  215. 
carvers.  79. 
cabinet-makers,  79. 
pcwierers,  79. 
printers,  79- 
ropeinakers,  79. 
boat  builders,  79,  215. 
coopers,  79. 
cordwainers,  79. 
tinmen,  79. 
sailmaUers,  79,  215. 
tanriers,  79. 
hatters,  79,  87,  97. 
barbers,  79. 
hair  dressers,  79. 
tailors,  79. 
painters,  79. 


Trades : 

triakrni-n,  79. 
farri.-rs,  79. 
Ijlaziers,  79. 
card  makers,  79. 
huckstei-.-,  ^0. 
lishinoni.'irs,  so. 
iroldsmitlis,  so. 
teamsters   82,  sO. 
«ui;ar  bakers,  oil. 
'Traitors,  v, ,    lu-neuades. 
Treasurer,  town,  •<<  <  'Town. 

counlv,  0,   51,  110,  113.  110,  117, 

lis,  174,  175,  227,  2:;7,  291. 
state,  07,  113,  110,  117,  US,   122, 
199,  2: '.7. 
■Treasurv,  state,  8,  55,  07,  IM,  117,  118,  121, 
123,  157,249,  2i;9. 
town,. 53,  55,  110.  117,118,121,  123, 
140,   105,   Iii6,  211,  213,  231,  235, 
238,  240,  248.  2.50,  2.V.i,  2'.'^. 
count V,  .53,  55,   110,  117,  lis,  121, 
298. 
Treatv  of  Peace,  214,  210,  217,  219. 
Troops,  1,2,  19,  100,  107.  loS,  14o,  170,  171, 
258,  250,  270,  278,  289-90. 
soldiers'    families,    to   proviile    for, 

8,  10,  11,  14,  08,  115,  121,  249.  _ 
names  of  non  commissioned  oUicera 

and  soldiers  to  ascertain,  11. 
statistics  of,  11,  10. 
Col.  < 'raft's  IJegimcnt,  15, 
Boston  Uegimeni,  \»,  Ul,  171,  172, 

328. 
Twenty-nintli  regiment,  1,  2,  47,  4S, 
49,  loo,  107,  108,  170,  224.  225,  226, 
290,291. 
drafliiiL'  of  men,  16. 
slate  arlillcrv,  77. 
illegal  inlistiiig  of,  23S-39,  241. 
Truckmen,  79. 

(Set-  also  Trades.) 
'Turk's  Island.  92, 

{S.e  a/no  Islands.) 
'Turpentine,  79. 

'Tweiitv-nintli  reL'inient,  1,  2,  47,  48.  49,  lOtS, 
■  U)7,  108.  1 70. 
(^Vc  also  'Troops.) 


United  States,  210, 


78,  279. 


Valuation  of  the  town,  1"^0. 

Vegetables,  .58,  00,  SI.  114,  115,  118,  119,  120, 

178,  ISO,  181,  301,  302,  313. 
Visitation  of  .schools,  300. 
Votes,  certain,  179,    182,   183,   1S5,   180,   199, 
240,  309. 
for  Oorcriior.   LicHt.-dovrrnor,  and 

.six   Srnalofi',  245,  3o7,  308. 
Unestion  of  validity  of,  for  seven  rep- 
resentatives, 24'). 

AVar,  prisoners  of,  at  large.  70,  71,  72. 
escape  of,  157. 
monev  to  raise  to  carrv  on  the,  140-41, 

142,"  145,  141-,,  154. 
heavy  taxation  in  order  to  carrv  on, 

179. 
importations  and  c-x|iorlations  during 

the,  214,  215,  210. 
board  of.  29,  32,  33,  2:'.l,  244,  320. 

certain  demands  ..f,  against  the 
town,  32ii,  327,  :'.2S, 
expenditures  nwing  to  the,  249. 
committee  to  inciuire  into,  249. 
statistics,  249. 
Wardens,  241,  2^1.  2vj.  2s:;. 

choice  of,   3.   4,   7.   14,    5o,   54,  109. 
173,  177,   178,    IM,    185,  '237,  '238, 
•277,  292-9:;,  294. 
excused  from  service,  13,  lo9,  122, 
17S. 
not     to     be, 
116. 
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iirante,  1,  : 
27,  28,  29, 


Wardii  or  Precincts,  10,  22,  30,  74,  75,  78,  82, 
lOo,  140,  161,   162,  163, 
165,  166,  190,  191,  266, 
267,  268,  269,  288,  301, 
305. 
ciuiinlity    of    flour    and 
other  necessities  in  the 
different,  36,  37,  38. 
taxes   to   collect  in  the, 
67,  140,   143,  145,  182, 
266. 
military,  179,  182. 
subscriptions     for     the 
poor,   to  be  raised  in 
the,  190,  191,  205. 
8,  11,  14,  16,  IS,  19,21,  24,26, 
0,  36,  42,  45.  46,  47,  49,  54,  55, 
.56,  57,  58,  59,  60.  61,  02,  63,  64,  65,  67,  69, 
70,  72,   73,  82,  84,  86,  87,  96,  98,  99,  102, 
1103,  104,  105,  106,  108,  115,  120,  122,  124, 
125,  135,  136,  137,  138,  144,  1.50,  152,  155, 
157,  1.58,  160,  164,  165,   166,  169,  170,  172, 
178,  180,  181,  185,  187,  192,  194,  195,  196, 
197,  200,  203,  204,  205,  206,  208,  209,  211, 
212,  221,  224,  226,  228,  231,  235,  236,  244, 
246,  247,  248,  255,  261,  265,  266,  267,  268, 
269,  270,  271,  276,  277,  279,  286,  287,  289, 
292,  294,  298,  299,  300,  301,  307,  309,  310, 
311,  316,  319,  320,  321,  323,  325,  326,  327, 
•328,  329,  330,  331,  332. 
Wnste  land,  see  L.ands. 

Watoh,  143,  144,  153,  155,  163,  174,  175,  176, 
179,  183,  184,  186,  188,  189,  191,  192, 
198,  203,  210,  227,  229,  2.33,  239,  251. 
constables  of,  22,  ,53,  .59,  73,  97,  105, 
112,  116,  118,  120,  121,  123,  124,  136, 
241,  242,  243,  293,  299,  301,  305,  306, 
309,  320,  329,  330. 
at  New  Boston,  106. 

to  reinstate,  106. 
fuel  and  candles  for,  330. 
payment  of,  210,  269,  330. 
houses,  329,  330,  332. 
town,  211,  221,  222,  274. 
additional,  327,  332. 
Water  street,  303. 

{See  aim  Streets.) 
Ways  and  Means,  Committee  on,  180. 

to  appoint. 


176, 

182, 

185. 

lutics 

of, 

176. 

\\\'8t  Boston,  15. 

hospital  at,  15. 
waste  laud  at,  00. 
watch  at,  1U6. 

town's   land    at,   96,    118,  ISO, 
181. 
India  goods,  79,  101. 

importations,  215. 


West  Indies,  78,  323. 

(iS'ee  also  Islands.) 
Weymouth,  93,  94. 
Wharves,  37,  93. 

wharfingers   to  report  amount  of 
wood  on   their   re- 
spective,  37. 
orders  to,  85. 
report  of,  38. 
prices  allowed,  79. 
cording,  79. 
sealing,  79. 
carrying  off  wood, 
79. 
Oliver's  dock,  301,  303,  325,  329. 
Curtis'  wharf,  310. 
Bell's,  92.     »■ 
Wheat,  see  Breadstuffs. 
AVill  of  the  late  Jtistice  Pomberton,  relative 

to  the,  189. 
Willis's  Paper,  85. 

{See  also  Newspapers.) 
Wine,  98.  100. 
Winnisimit  Ferry,  to  repair,  72. 

{See  also  Ferries.) 
Wood,  82,  97,  302,  303. 

to  provide  for  families  of  non-com. 
missioned  officers  and  soldiers,  10. 
surveyors  or  sealers  or  measurers  of, 
5,  11,  94,  96,  99,  110,  111, 
229    232. 
allowance  to,  96. 
to  provide  for  the  poor,  29. 
wharfingers   to  report  quantity,   on 
wharves,  37. 
report  of,  38. 
market  for,  301 
cord.  38,  85,  86. 
boards,   surveyors   of,    51,   HI,   136, 

174,  178,  130,  295,  296,  301. 
staves,  215. 

cullers  of,  52,   111,   175,   230, 
296,  329. 
fire,  84,  85,  93,  94. 
to  measure,  86.  96. 
sale  of,  to  limit,  86. 
town  to  supplv    with   tire-wood,   93, 

96. 
price  of,  94. 

to  limit  supply  of,  86,  96. 
votes  relative    to    sale  of,   to  print, 

96. 
building  with,  325. 
Workhouse,  the,  115,  119,  120. 
sum  to  order,  119. 

{See  also  Almshouse.) 
Writing  schools,  see  Schools. 
Writs,  127. 

of  habeas  corpus,  133. 
distress,  261. 
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